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'Britain's Atlantis' and its tribes were wiped out by a TSUNAMI
triggered by a landslide off the coast of Norway 8,200 years
ago
Research has modelled in detail a historic and deadly tsunami
The most accurate computer models suggest it devastated landmasses
These include Doggerland, a low-lying area that was home to tribes
The tsunami would have wiped out any people remaining on the island
Dr Jon Hill compares the event to the 2011 Japanese tsunami in scale
By Jonathan O'Callaghan
Published: 10:57 GMT, 2 May 2014 | Updated: 12:29 GMT, 2 May 2014

Just over 8,000 years ago a huge landslide occurred off the coast of Norway, known as the Storegga Slide.
The event created a catastrophic tsunami, with waves almost half as high as the Statue of Liberty, that battered Britain and other land
masses.
And now the most accurate computer model ever made of the tsunami suggests that it wiped out the remaining inhabitants of a set of
low-lying landmass known as Doggerland off the coast of the UK.
Scroll down for animation of the tsunami
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A new model by researchers at Imperial College London has revealed the devastating
effects of a tsunami caused by a landslide off the Norwegian coast over 8,000 years ago.
It's believed the event would have devastated an area of low-lying land known as
Doggerland that once connected Britain to mainland Europe

The new study from researchers at Imperial College London is being presented at the European Geosciences Union General Assembly in
Vienna this week.
Using advanced computer modelling and paleobathymetry - the study of underwater depths through history - they describe how deadly the
tsunami would have been.
And they conclude it would have spelled disaster for the remaining inhabitants of Doggerland.
‘The research we’ve done is using advanced computer modelling to look at the Storegga slide,’ Dr Jon Hill, one of the authors on the study,
tells MailOnline.

WHAT IS 'DOGGERLAND'?
Doggerland is a former landmass that once connected Britain to mainland Europe.
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It is believed to have disappeared after being flooded by rising sea levels in about 6,500 BC.
It was likely home to Mesolithic tribes (10,000 to 5,000 BC).
Since 1931, a number of discoveries have been made in the North Sea that suggest clues as to what the landmass would have been like.
The remains of mammoths, lions and other animals, in addition to prehistoric tools and weapons, provides evidence for settlement by
humans and animals.
‘We’re the first to discover dissymmetry at the time, which no model has done before.
‘So we’re able to quantify what the tsunami looked like at Doggerland – no other study has predicted what the wave would have looked like.’
The huge wave that was created in the Storegga Slide occurred when a large chunk of coastal shelf 180 miles (290 km) long fell into the sea.
The slide was a single event 8,200 years ago, creating a wave that travelled across the Norwegian Sea in a few hours.
Fifteen hours later, the wave would have reached Belgium and Holland.
Dr Hill said it would have been equivalent to the 2011 Japanese tsunami in its scale.
What a Tsunami that happened 8,200 years ago could have looked...
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The landmass once connected Britain with Europe, and is believed to have been
inhabited by Mesolithic tribes. Artificats recovered from the North Sea provide evidence
as to the land's habitation. The tsunami is thought to have wiped out the last people to
occupy the area, who were by then restricted to an island

Waves at Doggerland would have been five metres high, as opposed to 10 metres in the Japanese tsunami, as the land was so low-lying just
a few metres above sea level.
‘It would have been completely inundated by a 5-metre wave,’ Dr Hill explains.
‘If you put a 5-metre wave towards Doggerland it would have been devastated.’
Archaeological evidence for this area is relatively sparse at the moment.
So far, we are relying mostly on finds made by fisherman.
But the evidence heavily suggests it was inhabited and, according to Dr Vince Gaffney of the
University of Birmingham who authored the book Europe’s Lost World: The Rediscovery of Doggerland, they would have ‘suffered
dramatically.’
‘If we look at what the study tells us they’re talking about waves that are, in Scotland, as much as 40 metres high,’ he says.
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‘The inhabitants of any low-lying areas like Doggerland would have suffered dramatically if hit by something of that size.’
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Divers from St Andrews University, searching for Doggerland, the underwater country
dubbed 'Britain's Atlantis', in 2012. The underwater area is hard to explore as it is a busy
sea lane with murky waters
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St Andrews University's artists' impression of life in Doggerland. Further research will be
need in order to discern just how many people were living on Doggerland, but it's
unlikely many or any survived the deadly tsunami caused by the Storegga Slide

Dr Gaffney continues, however, that is hard to know exactly the extent of habitation on Doggerland because it is very inaccessible.
Described as ‘Britain’s Atlantis’ it is now located under busy sea lanes in murky water.
Thus, according to Dr Gaffney, ‘we know little about the people who inhabited these areas.’
Dr Hill says that modelling tsunamis of this type are important for understanding our history.
But they can also provide us with data on what we can expect from similar events in future.
Although he stresses no such event is likely to occur any time soon, the UK is susceptible to such dangers.
‘Part of the research is to find out what would happen as the oceans warm,’ he says.
‘Rising sea levels are an indicator but there’s no correlation between rising sea levels and tsunamis.’
The chances of another event on the scale of the Storegga Slide happening soon is, he says, ‘not likely to happen at all.’
Dr Gaffney adds, though, that these events are known to have occurred throughout history.
‘We sometimes think we’re a safe place to live in the UK,’ he says.
‘But sometimes there are risks even in Britain and that’s worth noting.’
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The History Man, Tours, France, 24 minutes ago
'Doggerland' and other sea level land masses were already under extreme threat and were 'doomed' at this time, as the Ice Age was retreating and sea levels continued
to rise. Had it not been for a tsunami, it would have been wiped out by one of the Atlantic storm surges such as we experienced this year and back in the 1950s. Perhaps
we should learn something about the fate of this area and start planning how we are going to avoid low lying areas threatened by the inexorable rise in sea levels today.
There are huge swathes of Britain today which will not be here in a hundred years' time as global warming continues.
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AnHonestMan, London, United Kingdom, 38 minutes ago
Doggerland is that not also in Newcastle??
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juharrogate, harrogate, 39 minutes ago
Well, it WAS caused by global warming - the ice sheet had obviously melted. Th sheet might have been 'supporting' the bit of rock that slipped - certainly when it melted
rock would be exposed to accelerated fissuring. And of course, it happened after the ice sheet melted - so it was 'subsequent to' warming. - and that will eneable the
hysterical green lobby to claim causality !!!! It makes some smoke coming out of Drax Power Station pale into insignificance !!
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