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Thankerton Toll & Fallburn Cottage (thatched) c1905 

 
INTRODUCTION 

 
The purpose of compiling this book is to keep on record as much information as 
possible regarding the parish of Covington, with some mention of neighbouring 
parishes, whenever there is a connection to Covington. 
 
From the outset, I wish to make it clear that this ‘work’ is a compilation of interesting 
articles regarding the Parish. I am greatly indebted to Charlie Todd who did much of 
the ‘field work’ in gathering information and photographs for this book. Whilst many 
of the chapters are in my own words, the written words of previous historians have 
also been used including the three complete Statistical Accounts of the Parish, written 
in 1791, 1840 and 1952. 
 
Throughout the centuries, the name of Covington and Thankerton has regularly 
appeared on historical documents, albeit with a great variation of spelling. From the 
twelfth century onwards, the name has occurred in charters, deeds, family feuds and 
clan warfare. In more recent times, especially after the Union of the Parliaments, the 
population appear to have been more civilised, using their energies to improve their 
skills in farming, weaving and a variety of new industries that evolved in the parish. 
 
I was born at Warrenhill, a farm in the north-west of the parish. My father, Alexander 
Fleming, was the tenant farmer in Warrenhill. He was the tenth of eleven children and 
his father William Fleming, the tenant in Auldton, Dalserf, had been the first of the 
family to farm in his own right. Three earlier generations had been farm labourers and 
the generations before that were weavers. Warrenhill had previously been farmed by 
my grandfather, Allan Campbell (my mother’s father).  
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Warrenhill was unique in that its land lay in three parishes, - Covington, Carmichael 
and Pettinain. For that reason I found myself having close connections with all three 
parishes. My first attempt at parish histories was completed in 2007, - ‘Carmichael, A 
History of the Parish and its Peoples’. This work is now a follow up to that book and 
hopefully will continue with other parishes before my time clock runs out. 

 
Many families have resided in the parish for generations, many even having lived in 
the same places for generations. A few of the surnames have been recorded in the area 
from the twelfth century, when records appear to have been first started. A detailed 
alphabetical list of places and commonest surnames of the Parish has been included. 
The most prominent surnames recorded in the Parish of Covington from 1600 have 
been (in alphabetical order) – Ballantyne, Bell, Braidwood, Brown, Core, Fisher, 
Galloway, Henderson, Kay, Lindsay, Murray, Prentice, Purdie, Scott, Stodart and 
Watson. 
 
Covington & Thankerton, like all other parishes across the nation in the time of 
conflict, lost some of its best young men in action during the two World Wars of the 
twentieth century. We must never forget them for sacrificing their lives so that others 
could benefit from their actions. 
 
 
Before reading the ‘History of Covington & Thankerton’, let us spare a few moments 
to glance at the names of those who perished during the two conflicts. 
 

“To the glory of God and in loving memory of 
those belonging to this parish who fell in 

the Great War 1914-1919” 
 

HENRY DARGIE 
WILLIAM GALLOWAY MARSHALL 

JAMES McDONALD BROWN 
JAMES MILLER 

PATRICK TWEEDIE 
 

“To the glory of God and in memory of 
 

THOMAS SCOTT 
and 

HUGH YUILL 
 

Who belonged to this parish and gave their lives in 
The World War 1939-1945” 

 
ROLL OF HONOUR 

A list of all those in the parish who ventured their lives in the two World Wars can be 
found in Volume 2. 
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Whilst every effort has been made to ensure accuracy in this book, I am not infallible, 
but to the best of my knowledge, the written word is correct. I would like to thank all 
those whom I am greatly indebted to for information supplied. 
 
 

William  A. Fleming  
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BRIEF HISTORY OF THE 
UPPERWARD 

by 
William A. Fleming 

 
 
When the Romans under Agricola first entered into Northern Britain in 80 A.D., the 
land was occupied by tribes of Celts whose ancestors had invaded Northern Europe 
and Britain around 800 BC. There were several clans of these Northern Britons, each 
ruled by an independent chief, but who joined forces when threatened by a common 
enemy. 
 
Ancient writers mentioned five of these tribes. (1) The Otadeni or Votadini settled on 
the eastern seaboard. (2) The Gadeni occupied the middle reaches of the Tweed. (3) 
The Selgovae dwelt around the waters of the Esk, Annan and Nith. (4) The Novantae 
settled in Galloway. (5) The Damnonii or Damnii, the most powerful of the clans, 
inhabited the Vale of Clyde and adjacent lands. The Damnonian territory which 
stretched from the source of the Clyde to Loch Lomond included most of the land 
now known as Covington & Thankerton. 
 
In Ptolemy’s map of the British Isles, two towns are recorded as belonging to the 
Damnonii, viz. Colania and Coria; the former at or near the village of Crawford, the 
latter in the vicinity of Carstairs. 
 
The Roman occupation of North Britain lasted from Agricola’s invasion till the year 
410 AD. A great number of local tribes throughout Britain became allies of the 
Romans, who had brought many new skills to our land and peoples. However, the 
Picts in the most northern part of Britain were more hostile, and as a result, the 
Romans constructed the Antonine Wall from Old Kilpatrick to Carriden in order to 
protect themselves and prevent their hostile neighbours attacking. Many of the Roman 
soldiers married women of the local tribes, and remained in Britain when the Roman 
army returned to their base in Italy and Central Europe. 
 
During the sixth century, another group of invaders called the Scotti or Scots had 
arrived on the west coast and western islands. Their homeland was Ireland, but like 
the Britons, their ancestors had also come from Central Europe. In the far north, 
Norse and Viking tribes had already settled, especially in Shetland, Orkney, Caithness 
and the Hebrides. Between them and the Central Lowlands was the territory of the 
Picts, who in time merged with the Scots (the name Scotti means bandits). 
 
A Germanic race, the Angles invaded the eastern shores from Fife to Essex. They 
were seen as hostile enemies, but as they were interested in developing their 
numerous skills, they became more acceptable to the ‘Romanised Britons’. To the 
north of the Antonine Wall, the warfaring Scots and Picts continued to strongly 
defend their territory. 
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Whilst the Angles used their energies on farming skills, there was some religious 
infighting amongst the Britons, many of whom had embraced the Christian faith. A 
series of battles took place on Damnonian territory between King Arthur, champion of 
the Christians, and his nephew, Mordred, leader of the Celtic cult, culminating in the 
deaths of both, at the final battle at Camlan (Camelon) in 537 AD. 
 
In 573 AD, when Rhydderch Hael, Prince of Lanark, inflicted a crushing defeat on 
Celtic leaders, the land of the old Damnonii became known as the Kingdom of 
Strathclyde, with Alclyde as the capital. The boundary of Strathclyde was the River 
Derwent in Cumberland to the Firth of Clyde. 
 
Over the next three hundred and fifty years, there were many inter tribal conflicts, 
before all factions (Britons, Angles, Picts and Scots) united, and the name of Scotland 
came into being. One of the main factors for peace between the Britons and the Picts 
was the marriage of Cu (or Cun), king of the Britons to a daughter of Kenneth 
MacAlpine, the first sovereign that ruled over the Picts and Scots. The first king of a 
united Scotland was Malcolm Canmore* who was crowned at Scone in 1057. His four 
sons, Duncan II, Edgar, Alexander I and David I all became Scottish kings, and one of 
his daughters, Matilda, became wife of Henry I of England. 
 
When William the Conqueror arrived in Britain, he was followed by many of his 
countrymen, many of whom found their way to Scotland. About a similar time many 
Flemish settlers also arrived on our shores. It was from the Norman and Flemish 
leaders that parishes arose, bearing the names of their new barons. Two such parishes 
were Covington, named by Colbain and Thankerton, named by Tancred. In most 
parishes, the owner built a castle for his own protection and a church. Before their 
arrival, land improvement had been difficult, because of the free for all system that 
operated, but by implementing a feudal system, it led to better land utilisation and 
better crops. 
 
The earliest mention of the names of Covington and Thankerton were in 12th 
century charters when they were recorded as Colbanstoun and Tancardstoun. The 
revenues of the parishes became alienated from local purposes in order to provide for 
the maintenance of various monastic and collegiate establishments. Covington, 
Thankerton & Symington parishes were bestowed upon Kelso Abbey, whilst the 
parishes of Lanark and Pettinain were in the possession of Dryburgh Abbey.   
 
 
* Before 1057 there were kings in Scotland who ruled over the Picts and the Scots, but Malcolm 
Canmore was the first king to rule over a united Scotland. Before 1057, the Picts and the Scots had 
already united, but in that year they joined forces with their countrymen, the Britons and the Angles, 
who inhabited much of the Central Lowlands and Southern Uplands.  
 
 
 
 
 
 

CHAPTER TWO 
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THE PARISH OF COVINGTON 

By 
WILLIAM A. FLEMING 

 
Origin of the name 

 
When Norman and Flemish immigrants became settlers in Britain, they founded 
townships according to their own racial procedure and rule, a method of settlement 
not natural to any Britons or Celts. Thus in Upper Lanarkshire, where Normans and 
Flemings penetrated and became a dominant factor, in the early part of the 12th 
century, there arose small ‘villas’ or towns or ‘tons’, such as Roberton, Wiston, 
Lamington, Symington, Thankerton and Covington. 
 
The parish and barony of Covington was called Colbanstoun in the charters of the 
twelfth and thirteenth centuries. It derived its name from a chieftain named Colban or 
Colbain (latinised Colbanus), who settled there at the time of David I. Colbanus was 
an intimate adherent of David I (Raines History of North Durham, Priory of 
Coldingham, App. 23, XCIX, I). Before David became king in 1124, Colbanus 
witnessed a deed by which Prince David founded the abbey of Kelso which was 
located at that time at Selkirk. 
 
Mereuin, the son of Colbain, attested the charter by which King David after his 
accession, bestowed the church of Lanark on the abbey of Dryburgh. He was also a 
witness to a confirmation of the rights of Dunfermline, granted by the same king. 
There were no official dates, but King David I reigned from 1124 to 1153. 
 
From those early times, the name of the parish has had many varied spellings, - Villa 
Colbani, Colbayniston, Colbwantoun, Colbanton, Colbintoune, Cowantoune, 
Cowington, Covyntoune, Covingtoune, Covingtoun and Covington. 
 

Namesake 
Covington in the Upper Ward of Lanarkshire is not the only place by that name in Britain. 
The very small parish of Covington in the county of Huntingdon consists of 1294 acres and a 
small hamlet. In 1991 it had a population of 83. This parish appears to have been in existence 
from an earlier date than its Lanarkshire namesake having been recorded as Covintune after 
the family of that name who lived there from before the invasion of William the Conqueror in 
1066. It is interesting to note that a recent survey of the parish revealed that there were some 
thatched cottages in the village and the Red Cow Inn.  
 

Location, boundaries, area, relief, etc. 
 
The two parishes of Covington and Thankerton were united in the early 18th century. 
No accurate date is recorded, but it is generally thought to have been sometime 
between 1710 and 1720. The two churches had previously been united in 1650. 
 
The parish of Covington & Thankerton as described in the Ordnance Gazetteer of 
Scotland, published towards the end of the nineteenth century, was thus: 
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COVINGTON, a hamlet and a parish in the Upper Ward of Lanarkshire. The hamlet 
stands between the Clyde and the Caledonian railway, 1¼ mile N by E of its station 
Thankerton, which has a post office, with money order and savings bank departments, 
and is 33½ miles SW of Edinburgh and 36½ miles SE of Glasgow. 
 
The parish containing also the villages of Thankerton, Newtown of Covington (7 
furlongs NNE of Thankerton), and Hillhead (¾ mile NNE of the church), comprises 
the ancient parishes of Covington and Thankerton, united some time between 1702 
and 1720. 
 
Bounded NW by Pettinain, E by Libberton, SE by Symington, and W by Carmichael, 
it has an utmost length of 5 miles from NNE to SSW, viz., from the Clyde below 
Brown Ford to the top of Tinto; its greatest breadth, from E to W is 2 and 5/8 miles; 
and its area is 5167 and 1/3 acres, of which 53 are water. The CLYDE here winding 
3¾ miles west-north-westward and northward, roughly traces all the boundary with 
Libberton; and three or four burns run to it through the interior or on the borders of 
the parish. In the extreme NE the surface sinks to 630 feet above sea-level, thence 
rising to 829 at Hillhead, 1049 near Wellbrae, 1013 at Chester, 661 at Thankerton 
bridge, and 2335 at TINTO; it is divided among meadows or low well cultivated 
fields along the Clyde, pastoral slopes, and heathy uplands. Nearly two fifths of the 
entire area is under the plough, and about 80 acres are in wood. 
 

Ownership 
 
About a quarter of a century after Colban founded the settlement, the lands of 
Covington were in the possession of a family who took their name from the township. 
Thomas de Villa Colbani was witness to a charter granted by William the Lyon 
between 1174 and 1199. The same Thomas also attested a grant by William the Lyon 
between 1187 and 1189. William de Colbayniston attested a charter by Bricius, 
Bishop of Moray, between 1203 and 1222. In the Ragman Roll, Margaret and Isabelle 
de Colbanston tendered homage to Edward I, and shortly afterwards Edmund de 
Colbanston did likewise. 
 
Robert the Bruce, on obtaining peaceable possession of the crown, bestowed the lands 
of Covington on Robert Keith, the hereditary Marischal of Scotland. In 1324, Sir 
Robert Keith resigned the office of Marischal, and the lands of Colbaniston, etc., in 
favour of himself, his grandson Robert, and a complicated series of heirs. Robert 
Keith made a donation of the barony of Covington to his nephew John Maitland, but 
by the beginning of the fifteenth century, it had reverted to the Keiths. 
 
From the Keiths, the barony passed to the Lindsays of Covington, some time before 
1420. In that year the Lindsays obtained leave from parliament to build a fort, which 
was completed in 1442. The Lindsays of Covington had been sub vassals of the 
Keiths since the previous century. 
 
In 1368, John Lindsay laid claim to the lands of Warrenhill. John was the son of Sir 
Philip Lindsay from the main family of Lindsay of Crawford. John, by his marriage to 
the heiress of Covington, gained lands there. Considering John Lindsay as the first of 
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the lairds of Covington, there were in succession until 1679, twelve succeeding lairds 
of this family to these estates. 
 
John Lindsay, probably a grandson of the previous John, appeared as witness to a 
charter in 1460 (Shieldhill charter). He was a litigious character, and was engaged in 
a variety of lawsuits.  In 1473 he was involved in the action against James Lindsay, 
parson of the parish (see under Covington church). In 1478/79 he was defender in an 
action raised against him for ultroneously acting as the bailie of Crawford, and 
uplifting certain rents in that parish and had decree pronounced against him. In 1489 
he instituted a suit against Robert Lockhart of Lee. Between 1476 and 1479, there was 
a very protracted litigation before the Lords of the Council between the Lindsays and 
Robert Lord Maxwell and his vassals the Levingstons of Belstane over the ownership 
of the lands of Warrenhill. 
 
The Lindsays were not popular and in 1468, John Douglas, an attained traitor, 
committed fire-raising, burning, and hereschip upon the town and lands of Covantone, 
and caused very considerable damage (Pitcairn Crim.trials, I, 26). The facts relative 
to the Lyndesays of Covington, gathered from national records, furnish a vivid picture 
of the lawlessness in Scotland, not only among the commoners, but also the landed 
proprietors. 
 
John Lindesay of Colbyntoune and his brother Rolland, obtained a respite for nineteen 
years on account of their crimes, including the cruel slaughter of William Weir of 
Stonebyris in Edinburgh. 
 
In 1532, the barony of Covington, belonging to John Lindsay, was still held by the 
crown in virtue of the escheat and in 1534 was granted to Malcolm, third Lord 
Fleming. 
 
John Lindsay was, however, reinvested in all his property before 1541, in which year 
he obtained a remission “for treasonably abiding from the raid of Werk” (Pitcairn, I, 
257). John Lindsay died in 1550 leaving his wife Christian Dalyell and two sons John 
and Bernard. He also had two illegitimate sons, John and Roland. 
 
John Lindsay, his eldest son and heir, became engaged in a violent feud with the 
rector of Libberton and younger branches of the Somervilles. On 28th September 
1554, He, along with his brother, also John, James Somerville, Alexander Lindsay of 
Northflat, and about two hundred others, armed with lances, culverings, bows, and 
other invasive weapons, came before sunrise to the barn yard of John Somerville, 
rector of Libberton, and cruelly wounded his servant. On 7th July 1555, Robert, 
brother to James Lord Somerville, and others, assaulted and cruelly wounded John 
Lindsay, the brother of the laird of Covington. John, the laird, aided by his neighbour, 
Johnstone of Westraw, on the 24th September following, invaded John, brother to 
James Lord Somerville, chased him to the dwelling house of John Haithwye, officer 
of Archibald, Earl of Angus, in Gaitsyde, beset the said house, and invaded the said 
John for his slaughter. 
 
John Lindsay in Colbintoun was in 1563 accused of aiding and abetting Carmichael of 
that ilk in a daring assault and deforcement of the officers of the sheriff of Lanark, 
and with having imprisoned one of the unfortunate assistants for three days in the 
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tower of Covington. In 1582, he was imprisoned in the castle of Edinburgh on a 
charge of “treasonable raising of fire and burning of five stacks of bier, quheit, and 
oats, pertaining to Mr John Sharp, advocate, at Horstoun, in Midlothian”. He died in 
1602 and was succeeded by his grandson, John Lindsay. 
 
George Lindsay, brother to the laird of Covington, and Gavin Lindsay, his uncle, were 
among those accused of the slaughter of Alexander, Lord Spynie, in 1607 (Pitcairn, 
II, 529). 
 
John Lindsay was succeeded by his son George in 1623, who died in 1629, leaving 
the property to his eldest son John, on whose death in 1646, the succession opened to 
his brother William. These younger generation Lindsays must have been more law 
abiding than their forebears, as, in 1663, William was nominated a Justice of the 
Peace. He sold the barony of Covington to Sir George Lockhart of Carnwath, the 
President of the Court of Session. 
 
The Lockhart family, who had already gained ownership of Meadowflat in 1637 and 
Warrenhill shortly after that date, incorporated those two farms into the barony of 
Covington. 

 
The Knights Templar held, from an early period, the lands of Cumerland, Northflat, 
Pacokland, and Cliddisflat, as a portion of the endowment of the priory of 
Torphichen. These lands were acquired by the Lindsays as early as the sixteenth 
century. A small feu duty in respect of these lands was paid to the representatives of 
the Knights Templar down to the year 1827, when the superiority was acquired by Sir 
Charles Macdonald Lockhart, Bart. 
 

Covington Castle 
 
This building has at various times been referred to as a castle, a tower and a fort. It 
was built in 1442 by the Lindsays who had gained ownership of the barony from the 
Keith family who had been their superiors previously. There was evidence of an 
earlier earthwork ‘castle’ dating from the twelfth and early thirteenth centuries. 

 
Covington Castle was home to the Lindsays for almost two and a half centuries before 
the demise of the family who had risen from sub vassals to proprietors. It is no 
surprise that the building was heavily fortified due to the unpopularity of the 
Lindsays, although they may have been respected from within the parish. They were 
described as a wild lot, stealing cattle and putting their neighbours in a state of alarm. 

 
In the 1791 Statistical Account of the parish it states that “an old sword of a very large 
size, called Wallace’s, is still preserved”. Whether that referred to William Wallace 
was not clear, but certainly, the Lindsays, who only came to prominence more than a 
century after Wallace, like him, lived by violence and died by violence. 
 
An old couplet that has been handed down says: 
 

Who rides so fast down Coulter Brae, 
The Devil or a Lindsay ? 
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Covington Castle 

 
The lower walls of the castle were eleven feet thick and the ground floor was vaulted. 
There was reputed to be a tunnel from the castle to Covington Mill. The building was 
said to be of four storeys and surrounded by a deep moat and an outer moat. Nearby 
was a cylindrical dovecot built from pink and yellow sandstone and dating from the 
sixteenth century. It contained 674 pigeon holes in 19 circular rows. 
 
Pigeons were an excellent source of food, not just for their meat, but also their eggs. 
Pigeons were also valued for their droppings, which were used as a fertiliser for the 
fields. The droppings, being rich in potassium nitrate, could also be mixed with black 
earth and sulphur to make gunpowder. 
 
The last Baron of Covington was Sir William Lindsay who died in 1679, after 
squandering the family’s assets. His descendants were reduced to working as 
labourers. The following anecdote about Sir William was widespread in the area. 
 
Sir William had a one time a serious illness and was eventually thought to be dead. 
However, when the relatives and servants assembled in Covington Tower to place the 
bearded knight in his coffin, Isabella Somerville, his great grand-daughter, whispered 
to her mother “The beard is wagging! The beard is wagging!” On applying 
restoratives, life was found not to be extinct. On coming out of his trance, Sir William 
was told that he had been thought to be dead, that arrangements had been made for his 
funeral, and that an ox had been killed to feed the mourners. He replied, “All that is as 
it should be. Keep it a secret that I am in life and let the folks come”. At the time 
appointed for the burial, when the company were all met, the door suddenly opened, 
when, to their surprise and terror, in stepped the knight, pale in countenance and 
dressed in black, leaning on the arm of his kinsman, the minister. When the alarm 
caused by his appearance had subsided, the minister returned thanks for his escape 
from being buried alive. A jolly evening succeeded, Sir William himself presiding 
over the carousals. 
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Donald Cargill 
 
A monument erected in memory of Donald Cargill stands near Covington Mill where 
the covenanter was captured in 1681. Donald Cargill was one of the leaders of the 
Covenanters who had been ousted from his charge as minister of the Barony Church 
in Glasgow. He spent several years as a wandering field preacher and in 1679 was 
wounded at Bothwell Bridge. His last sermon was preached on Dunsyre Common on 
the day before he was captured. The notorious Irvine of Bonshaw apprehended him at 
Covington Mill, in the house of Andrew Fisher and his spouse Elizabeth Lindsay. He 
was taken to Edinburgh where he was executed on 27th July 1681 (See extended 
article in Volume Two). 
 
The monument was erected by Covington Church’s Bible Class and a few friends on 
July 8th 1911. Robert Brown was tenant in Covington Mill and Harold Brown, his son, 
recalls how his father transported the monument from Thankerton Station using four 
horses to move it to its site on the road above the Mill. 
 

 
  
The inscription on the monument reads: 
“1911: Sacred to the memory of Rev Donald Cargill the celebrated Covenanter who was 
taken prisoner at Covington Mill 11 July and suffered with triumphant courage at the Cross of 
Edinburgh 27 July 1681.” 
 
For those not fully acquaint with the aims of the Covenanters, a short history follows:- 
 
In 1560 Protestantism was adopted by the Scottish Parliament. Its keynote was simplicity with 
a return to the ways of the early Christian church. This was achieved despite the fact that 
Mary of Guise, the widow of James V, upheld the ‘Auld Alliance’ with France which still 
adhered to the Roman Catholic faith. In 1547, the French fleet had attacked St Andrews and 
took John Knox, a preacher of reformation doctrines, as prisoner and kept him for nineteen 
months as a galley-slave. As a result, the Protestant forces turned to the ‘Auld enemy’ 
England, mainly because England under Henry VIII had broken with the Pope. 
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The Stuart Kings harboured the belief of the Divine Right of the Monarch. Not only did they 
believe that God wished them to be the infallible rulers of their kingdom – they also believed 
that they were the spiritual heads of the Church of Scotland. This latter belief could not be 
accepted by the majority of the Scottish population, although it did gain limited acceptance in 
parts of the Highlands. 
 
This was the nub of the entire Covenant struggle. The Scots were, and would have been, loyal 
to the Stuart dynasty but for that one sticking point. The Covenanters were those people in 
Scotland who signed the National Covenant in 1638 to confirm their opposition to the 
interference by the Stuart kings in the affairs of the Presbyterian Church of Scotland. 
 
There followed a period of very severe repression. Ministers with Covenanting sympathies 
were ousted from their churches by the authorities, and had to leave their parishes. Many 
continued to preach at “conventicles” in the open air or in barns. This became an offence 
punishable by death. Citizens who did not attend their churches could be heavily fined and 
questioned, and failure to take an oath declaring loyalty to the king and accept him as head of 
the church could result in summary execution. 
 
In 1678 the Government raised an army of 6,000 Highlanders, who had no love for the 
Presbyterian lowlanders. This army swept through the west and south of Scotland, looting 
and plundering in addition to hunting down the Covenanters. On Sunday, 1st June 1679, the 
authorities, under the leadership of John Graham of Claverhouse, attacked a large 
Conventicle being held at Drumclog. Many worshippers had come armed and they resisted to 
such an extent that they routed Claverhouse and his dragoons. The euphoria following this 
victory was soon dissipated, for the authorities, alarmed at this open resistance, brought in a 
large Royalist army, which met a largish Covenanter force at Bothwell Brig, exactly three 
weeks later. Here the Covenanters were routed and many were killed on the field of battle and 
in the ensuing flight from it.  
 
 
 
 

 
Ploughing scene 
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Antiquities 
 
Apart from the large cairn on the summit of Tinto (see under the parish of 
Thankerton), there were several smaller cairns, most notably one standing on a hill 
called Wellbrae, measuring in circumference 107 yards. There were many smaller 
ones on the adjoining moor, some of which had been opened, and contained coarse 
coffins composed of flat stones. 
 
On the top of the hill known as Chesters was a “native bronze age” camp. Originally 
thought to have been a Roman camp, more recent investigations have concluded that 
it belonged to an earlier era. It consisted of an almost circular double rampart with an 
intervening trench and two entrances. From its position, it offered an excellent 
vantage point in all directions.   
 
 

 
Drawing of Chesters camp 

(“Forts, Camps and Motes of the Upper Ward of Lanarkshire” by David Christison) 
 

Employment in Covington & Thankerton 
 

Agriculture has always been the main industry in the parish, but over the years there 
have been a number of other sources of employment. Information from the Old Parish 
Register of the 17th and 18th centuries lists a few men who were wrights, smiths, 
shoemakers and tailors. The more experienced were masters of their trade and they 
employed journeymen and apprentices. 
 
A Creamery was built in 1911 by “Shieldhill Co-operative Dairy Association”. It 
operated under that name until about 1923 when the name changed to “The Creamery 
Co. (Thankerton) Limited”. Situated beside the station, it was ideally placed to 
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despatch fresh dairy produce from the surrounding farms to urban markets in both the 
east and west. By the 1930s, dairy herds became larger and the use of road transport 
was the preferred means of transporting produce, resulting in the closure of the 
Creamery. 
 

 
Old billhead from 1916 

Mr Stevenson received 9¾d per gallon of milk 
 

 
1923 Billhead after the name change 

The farmer, Mr John Stevenson, received 1/5d per gallon of milk 
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Thankerton Creamery circa 1930 

Five employees with cheeses (far left is Bob McQuid) 
 
 
 

 
Thankerton Creamery 
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A major source of employment came to the area when the railway line cut through the 
parish. Those in trades tended to remain in their chosen craft, but the railway attracted 
many from the land. The station at Thankerton was built in 1848 (see Chapter 3). 
 
Cairngryffe quarry, in the parish of Pettinain was a source of employment for a few 
before the sand quarry opened at Thankerton. It provided many local families with 
work when others had to travel a distance to gain employment (See chapter on 
Cairngryffe Quarry in “The History of Pettinain”). 
 

 
Thankerton Station and Law Hill 

 

 
Alex Brown’s milk lorry; the driver is Jim Turner 
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The largest employer in Thankerton in the mid 20th century was John Angus & Sons, 
Building Contractors. At one time they employed between 30 and 40 men. The 
Company was founded by John Angus who had come to Thankerton from 
Tillicoultry. He worked as a stone mason with John Forrest who had a small builders 
business in the village. A contract to build new houses in Mill Road was turned down 
by Mr Forrest who felt that it was too big for his small company. John Angus, who by 
this time had five sons in need of work, decided to start his own business and take on 
the contract for the new houses. 
 

 
John Angus 

 
One of the largest contracts undertaken by John Angus & Sons was the construction 
of Sir Robert Erskine’s House at Quothquan. The company may have started as house 
builders, but soon branched out. Most farms in the area and beyond have at least one 
building built by “Angus the builder from Thankerton”. Bridges were also built, most 
notably, Ogscastle Bridge at Carnwath. 
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CHAPTER THREE 
 

THE PARISH OF THANKERTON 
By 

WILLIAM A. FLEMING 
 

Origin of the name 
  
Thankerton derived its name from a Flemish settler by the name of Tancard (or 
Tankard), who obtained lands there about the year 1180. In the charters of the twelfth 
and thirteenth centuries the lands were called Tankards-toun, Villa Tankardi and Villa 
Thankardi. In later documents it was recorded as Tanchardestone, Thankerdiston, 
Tankardstoun and Thankerton. 
 
Tancard later obtained from Malcolm IV a grant of lands in the lordship and parish of 
Bothwell, where he settled, and to which he gave the same name, - Tankardstoun. 
 

Location, boundaries, area, relief, etc. 
 
The location of this parish, included with that of Covington, is written in the previous 
chapter. The exact boundary between the ancient parishes of Thankerton and 
Covington is not certain, but would probably have followed the line of the Glade 
Burn, Thankerton to the south and Covington to the north. Again, there is no record of 
the area within the bounds of Thankerton parish, but both parishes would have been 
of a similar size of about 2,500 acres. 
 

Tinto Hill 
 
The north-east slopes of Tinto lie within the boundaries of the old parish of 
Thankerton. The summit is the meeting place of four parishes, - Carmichael, Wiston, 
Symington and Covington & Thankerton. Tinto Hill, standing at 2320 feet above sea 
level, is dwarfed by many hills further to the south, but standing alone, it is prominent 
and conspicuous over a very wide area. From its summit can be seen the Bass Rock, 
Ben Lomond, Goatfell & Cumberland. It consists of eruptive rocks overcapping 
Silurian and Devonian rocks. The summit is crowned by a huge cairn from ancient 
times. 
 
The name Tinto means ‘hill of fire’, referring to the fact that it was a volcano millions 
of years before man inhabited the planet. The cairn is also believed to have been a 
place of ancient heathen worship. There are many speculations surrounding the very 
large cairn of stones. One says that the Priests of St John’s Kirk, whose power 
extended over neighbouring parishes, punished offenders by making them cart loads 
of stones to the top of Tinto! 
 
On the south-east slope is the fragment of the ancient Fatlips Castle. The name was 
evidently derived from the personal appearance of the man who built it. The site of 
this castle which had walls six feet thick was very inaccessible and was according to 
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tradition built by the Laird of Symington so that he could watch over the movements 
of the Laird of Lamington with whom he had a bitter feud. It was reported that the 
Laird of Lamington would not be able to water his horses in the Clyde or even appear 
out of doors without being seen. As a result the Laird of Lamington moved out and 
built Windygates behind the hills where he would not be seen. 
 
Apart from its grand appearance and antiquarian associations, numerous popular 
myths surround Tinto and the hill features in many old world rhymes. 
 

On Tintock Tap 
On Tintock tap there is a mist, 
And in that mist there is a kist, 
And in that kist there is a caup, 
And in that cup there is a drap, 

Tak up that caup, drink aff the drap, 
And set the caup on Tintock Tap. 

 
Tibby Fowler 

Be a lassie e’er sae fair, 
An she want the name o’ siller, 
A flee might fell her i’ the air, 

Afore a man were even’d till her; 
But though a lass were e’er sae black, 

Let her ha’e the penny siller, 
Set her up on Tinto tap, 

The wind wad blaw a man till her. 
 
 
 

 
Tinto Hill Tea Room (from a postcard dated 1938) 
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Ownership 
 
Tancard, the earliest known settler in Thankerton, may not have remained long in the 
area, as he later obtained lands at Bothwell. Either of his sons, Robert or Thomas, or 
other members of the family may have remained for a time at Thankerton. The name 
of Robert Thankardi appeared as witness to a charter in 1153. Thomas Thankardi 
attested several charters of William the Lyon between 1165 and 1214, and one by 
Allan, son of Walter the Steward between 1202 and 1204. 
 
When an inquest was held at Dumbarton in 1259, one of those present was the Baron 
of Thankardiston, but there was nothing to show his name or family. Simon de la 
More de Thangarston swore fealty to Edward I in 1296. He would almost certainly 
have been a land owner. 
 
In 1480, the barony of Thankerton came into the possession of the Fleming family, 
who obtained soon after from the Abbey of Kelso the rights to the church. Its 
revenues were assigned by Malcolm, Lord Fleming, to the Collegiate Church of 
Biggar.  
 
Sir David Fleming, who predeceased his father Robert, First Lord Fleming of Biggar 
and Cumbernauld, had a grant of the lands and barony of Thankerton. He was 
succeeded by his brother John, Second Lord Fleming. John married Lady Margaret 
Stewart, but the marriage was later annulled. In 1538, Malcolm Lord Fleming 
obtained confirmation of the lands and barony of Thankerton. In 1584, lands granted 
in the previous year to Sir John Maitland of Thirlstane and Jean Fleming, his spouse 
reverted to the original owners.  
 
In 1666, John, Earl of Wigton, and last of the Flemings, resigned the barony, with the 
church, to Sir William Purves of Woodhouselie and to Sir James Carmichael of 
Bonnyton, who was succeeded by his son John Carmichael in 1681 and by his 
grandson in 1692. It was finally acquired by the Earls of Hyndford in the eighteenth 
century (A detailed list of the ‘Lairds of Carmichael’ is included in the Carmichael 
book in this series).  
 
About 1710, the parish of Thankerton united with the neighbouring parish of 
Covington. The church at St John’s Kirk became obsolete and Covington Church 
provided a place of worship for the parishioners of the united parish. The school in 
Covington also provided education to the children of both parishes. In fact, there may 
never have been a school in the old parish of Thankerton. 
 

Antiquities 
 
On a small hill at the foot of Tinto there is a circle of large stones and a large mound 
of earth. Mr Irving (“Upper Ward of Lanarkshire” by Irving & Murray) says of it:- 
“The top of a small protuberance is occupied by a Druidical or megalithic circle, 
consisting of two irregular rows of stones, of the ordinary rock of the country, rough 
as they came from the quarry, and of no great size.” Within the circle a large amount 
of earth is erected. Probably it was a Sheriff’s Court, as the adjacent farm is called 
Sheriff Flats. According to tradition, a bullock’s skin full of gold lies buried at that 
place.   
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East entrance to Fallburn Fort 

 
One of the best preserved preserved forts in Lanarkshire is the “Fallburn Fort” which 
lies on a ridge (900 feet above sea level) on the lower slopes of Tinto. The form is 
circular and consists of two ramparts and two trenches. The ramparts are enlarged at 
the two entrances. 

 
In 1975, a Bronze Age burial cist containing the skeletons of a woman, a child and an 
unusually tall young man, buried in a crouched position with a beaker alongside the 
body, were found during gravel quarrying near Boat Farm. These remains were dated 
c1780 BC. 
 

Caledonian Railway 
 
The railway line and station at Thankerton were constructed in 1848 and was under 
the management of the Caledonian Railway Company for 75 years until 1923. It was 
a good source of employment for many men in the parish who were required to 
maintain the line. Most of those actually employed on the trains as drivers, coalmen, 
etc. lived in the parishes of Carstairs and Pettinain, which were closer to the main 
station at Carstairs Junction. In 1924 when the LMS Company took over from the 
Caledonian Railways, 293 men were employed at Carstairs Junction, including those 
who lived in the parish of Covington. They were the biggest employer in the area. 
 
The main function of the railways was to transport coal and shale oil. However the 
local farmers also used the railway to transport their dairy produce to the cities. The 
Creamery was built adjacent to the station at Thankerton and used as a collecting 
point for the milk from the surrounding farms. A few local businessmen commuted 
from Thankerton to Edinburgh and Glasgow. Some lived permanently in the area 
whilst others were city dwellers who preferred to live in the rural areas during the 
summer. A few owned a second house in the country with others renting 
accommodation for their families during the summer months. 
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Thankerton Station taken from a postcard dated 1903 

 
 

 

 
Thankerton Station circa 1916 with stationmaster John Watson (third from left) and porters 

 
In 1965, Thankerton Station, like so many other rural stations closed its doors. As a 
result there is now only one station on the West Coast line between Motherwell and 
Carlisle. Although the parish continues to be disected by the main railway line, the 
local population have to travel to Motherwell in order to board a main line train. The 
station in Lanark only operates a train service to Glasgow, thus making travel to 
Edinburgh impossible by train from the Upper Ward unless you travel to Motherwell 
or Glasgow first. The Upper Ward parishes had closer ties to Edinburgh before 
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Glasgow shot to prominence after the Union when direct trade was opened up to 
British Colonies, especially in the West Indes. 
 

 
Thankerton Station Staff & others 

 

 
Thankerton Station & Signalbox 
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Recreation & Sport 
 

Almost all of the houses and cottages had gardens that were well tended. Most 
occupiers grew their own vegetables to supplement the family’s food supply. The 
growing of superior fruit, flowers and vegetables was highly regarded and there was 
intense rivalry between the parishioners, culminating in the month of August when 
the Covington Horticultural Society held its annual Show. 
 
Various sports provided recreation for the parishioners, both in Summer and Winter. 
An annual Sports Day was held in conjunction with the Horticultural Society Show. 
Competition was not confined to the parish and very often attracted top athletes from 
neighbouring areas. 
 
Covington Quoiting Club provided entertainment for the men of the parish and was 
very popular during the latter half of the 19th century. Towards the end of that century, 
a bowling green was constructed at Covington, adjacent to the church, and within the 
grounds of the Manse. It was in use well into the next century, but was later closed, 
for whatever reason. A new bowling green was laid out in Thankerton during the 
1960s on a small field between the old railway signal box and Sherifflats Road. 
 
On the 10th June 1905, a nine hole golf course was opened. It had a superb location on 
the gently sloping banks of the Clyde between Boat Farm and Muirhouse Farm. It was 
opened by Thomas Carmichael, the Laird of Eastend. The nine holes each had their 
own name, - The Kames; The Knoll; The Fort; The Glen; Jock’s Knowe; Tinto; The 
Roman Camp; The Holm; The Table. The Club played challenge matches with other 
local clubs in addition to members competing annually for three cups, - The Eastend 
Cup, The Barclay Cup and The ‘Tintock Tap’ Cup. Sadly, golf is no longer played 
within the parish, and the course is now the site of a gravel quarry. 
 
 

 
Thankerton Hall 
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In the winter time curling was played on a pond between Thankerton Village and 
Covington Church. Outdoor curling has all but disappeared in Scotland as severe 
winter temperatures that in days gone by were regular occurrences but are now rarely 
endured. Among the last men to curl on the pond were Robert (Bob) Greenshields, 
Richard (Dick) Grant, William Crawford and Robert (Bob) McQuid. 
 
When Thankerton Hall was built in 1911, a Carpet Bowling Club was formed. The 
first Patrons of the Club were Lord Newlands, Sir Nathaniel Dunlop LLD, Sir Walter 
Menzies MP, M. Thomson Carmichael Esq., George Dunlop Esq., and Andrew More 
Esq. 
 

 
Tommy Johnston, Roadman’s Cottage, Carmichael 1936/37 Carpet Bowling Season 
Winner of 21 out of 24 competitions held at Thankerton, Symington & Carmichael 
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Thankerton Bowling Club (green bowls) was founded in 19??. The bowling green and 
club house are adjacent to the old Thankerton Creamery building. 
 

 
Thankerton Bowling Club, winners of the Lanarkshire Bowling Association Jackson Trophy 1972 

Back Row: R.McCaskie, Rev.J.S.Thomson, J.Forrest, W.Landsborough 
Middle Row: R.McMahon, W.S.Dewson. G.Blair, J.Stoddart, D.Kerr, T.Alexander 

Front Row: J.Gibb, D.B.Alexander, T.Laing, R.Anderson (President), J.O’Hara, J.Murray, D.Angus 
 

 
Amateur Dramatic Group 1939 

Back Row: Peggy Kerr, Maurice McMahon, Kate Parker, Peter McMillan, Charlie Blacklaw, Mrs 
Veitch, Jakie Phillips, Mary Stoddart 

Front Row: George McMahon, Unknown, Unknown, Rachel Dobbie, Peggy Hutchison, Jock Proudfoot 
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Prisoner of War Camp 
 
During the Second World War a prisoner of war camp was erected on Thankerton Moor. It was one of 
1026 such camps built throughout Britain to house captured prisoners. Each camp was given a number 
and the Thankerton Camp was known as number 62. There were different types of camp and the one at 
Thankerton was listed as a German working camp. The other local camp at Happendon, listed as 
number 19, was termed a base camp. The capacity of the Thankerton camp was 525.  
 
Most camps, including the one on Thankerton moor, were built to hold civilian aliens detained in this 
country or captured abroad. A few were built to detain captured military personnel. Most camps 
remained active in their original role until 1948. After that date many camps were removed for a 
variety of reasons, mainly to be reclaimed as agricultural land. The Thankerton camp, like many others, 
was handed over to the administration of a county agricultural committee who ran them as hostels for 
farm workers. Many of these farm workers were the very same men who had been held in them as 
prisoners, but who elected to remain in Britain rather than be repatriated. The exact year that the 
Thankerton camp ceased to function is not known, but was probably about the early 1950s. 
 
After the 8th Army’s North African Campaign against the Italian Army, a substantial number of 
prisoners taken during the campaign were housed in camps in North Africa until more camps were 
erected in Britain. The majority of the prisoners in the Thankerton Camp were Italians, although other 
nationalities were also held there, including hardline SS who were not allowed to leave the camp. An 
initial shortage of camps and a shortage of food in Britain led to prisoners of all ranks being shipped 
over to Canada, but in due course were later returned to Britain. 
 
The highest ranking prisoners were not forced to work, but most preferred to do a job to pass the time 
away. A number were employed on the camp sites in the kitchen and in health care. Others who sought 
work were employed on local farms. Also ongoing on the camps were lectures, concerts, gardening and 
handicrafts. A number of sports were played and also chess and playing cards were popular pastimes. 
There were opportunities for education, especially lessons in English, but mechanics and forestry were 
also popular. Paper was in short supply, but the inmates improvised by using toilet paper and the backs 
of labels from tinned food.  
 
Many prisoners soon made friends with the locals, especially local girls. Gifts and cards handcrafted by 
the prisoners were given to local people. I am lucky enough to have in my possession, cards sent to my 
parents by Italian prisoners. The envelopes were made from old maps and the cards were a work of art. 
 
It may surprise some to know that the prisoners were issued the same rations as our own servicemen. A 
typical daily menu consisted of:- Breakfast: a quarter of bread, margarine and tea; Dinner: Pork with 
potatoes; Supper: Milk, soup and a fifth of bread. That menu may seem inadequate by today’s 
standards, but it must be remembered that food was in short supply and that many locals were also 
living on a similar menu.   

 
Sergeant D. Janetta, an Italian POW who worked at Drumalbin 
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CHAPTER FOUR 
 

THE CHURCHES OF 
COVINGTON & THANKERTON 

By 
WILLIAM A. FLEMING 

 
 

COVINGTON CHURCH 
 

The church, dedicated to St Michael, was probably built about the reign of David I 
and was a free parsonage in the gift of the lords of the manor. About 1213, Henry, 
Abbot of Kelso, was appointed by Pope Innocent to decide an appeal in an action 
which Alexander, Rector of Colbayniston had brought against the monks of 
Dryburgh, in the court of the Bishop of Glasgow, relative to certain teinds which they 
claimed as belonging to the church of Lanark. The abbot summoned the parties before 
him, when, after several propositions had been made on either side, they came to an 
amicable agreement, whereby the rector renounced any right which he may have to 
the teinds and dues of the lands of Closeburn, in the parish of Pettinain (Reg. 
Dryburgh, 158, 220). 
 
The oldest part of the present church dates from the 15th century and was built on the 
site of the earliest church. The pre Reformation Church was of rectangular shape, its 
longest walls running from east to west, with the main door to the south and a smaller 
door directly opposite on the north wall. About 1710, when the two parishes united, 
additional seating was required, and a gallery with outside stairs was constructed on 
the east wing. Towards the end of the 19th century, the gallery and outside stair were 
removed and a transept added to the building, thus creating a building forming a T-
shape. 
 
The patronage of the church of Covington has been connected with the territorial 
property from the twelfth century. There does not appear to be on record a complete 
list of rectors, parsons or readers, but a few who have been mentioned in various 
documents are listed below: (Notes on Rectors taken from ‘A Contribution to the 
History of Lanarkshire’ by James Alexander Wilson, OBE, MD.). 
 
1212 – Alexander, Rector of Colbayniston 
 

Towards the end of the reign of William the Lyon, Alexander, the rector of Cowaniston 
(Covington), gave up to the monastery of Dryburgh his right to the tithes of Clouburn in 
Pettinain (Morton’s Monastic Annals p.310 and Register of Dryburgh). 

 
Before 1262 – Sir Walter Mockard, Rector 
 

Sir Walter Mockard, Rector, appears to have died in the year 1262, and a difficulty arose as to 
the appointment of his successor. A document is extant in which the Dean of Lanark stated to 
John, Bishop of Glasgow and Master A. de Derteforde, official, that “He has made diligent 
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enquiry in the chapter of Lanarck by trustworthy persons, regarding the church of 
Colbayniston as commanded, as to the presentation of Adam de Quarenteley. And has learned 
that the church was void after the death of Sir Walter Mockard from the morrow of Holy 
Trinity, 1262. And regarding the right of patronage, he learned that John, Lord of Colbaynstun 
was the true patron; that the lady Maria, mother of the King of Scots, made the last 
presentation, as said John was then in her ward. Wherefore John had letters patent from said 
Lady Mary . . .  that the same should not prejudice him or his heirs.  . . .  That the church was 
not pensionary. That Adam the presentee is legitimate; that his morals, life and honesty 
declare him to be amiable and praiseworthy. That the church is taxed at 100s. and is given to 
farm for 12 marks.” 

 
Apparently the King, Alexander III, wished to appoint his chaplain, ‘Sir Richard’; but he 
found that he could not. 

 
There are some interesting points in this statement. The Lady Maria, mother of Alexander III, 
was Marie de Couci, daughter of Baron de Couci of Picardy and the second wife of Alexander 
II. She returned to France after her husband’s death, but re-visited Scotland. She appears to 
have got a gift of the ward of John of Covington, and so exercised the patronage. In view 
perhaps of her going abroad, she gave letters to the heir narrating the fact. When a vacancy 
occurred again and the king would have presented his chaplain to the living, it was found that 
the patronage was no longer in the Crown. The heir being now of age and the wardship ended, 
his nomination of Adam was lawful. The character of the presentee, Adam, is guaranteed. The 
Dean of Lanark appears as a man solicitous for the welfare of the churches in his deanery. Yet 
it is seen that the church had been ‘given to farm’ at this date, a practice which was forbidden. 
(Dowden, Med. Church in Scotland, pp. 124-5). 

 
1262 – Adam de Quarenteley, Rector 
 

As can be seen from the above document, Adam became Rector in 1262, and Richard, the 
chaplain was superseded. 

 
1296 – Huwe de Chastel Bernard, Parson 
 

Hugh, from the county of Durham, acknowledged the sovereignty of Edward I at Berwick in 
1296.  

 
Before 1345 – John de Marr 
 

John de Marr was chaplain to Joan, Queen of Scotland (sister to Edward III), who petitioned 
the Pope, Clement VI., for a dispensation in his favour in the year 1345. “On behalf of her 
chaplain John de Marr, already dispensed on account of illegitimacy, so as to be ordained and 
hold a benefice, and having held the church of Colbanston (Covington), in the diocese of 
Glasgow, which he resigned because of the wars, and obtained that of Dunhothtyr (Dunottar) 
in the diocese of St Andrews, and resigning it got that of Crechmund, in the diocese of 
Aberdeen, which he now holds without papal dispensation, for rehabilitation and dispensation 
to hold the same and two or more additional benefices. 
Granted for three with leave to exchange, Villeneuve by Avignon.” October 1345 (C.P.R., 
Petitions, I, p.85). 

 
1387 – Thomas Marshall 
  

Marschall petitioned Clement VII for a benefice in 1387, “Thomas Marschall, of the diocese 
of Glasgow, and master of the work of that church. For a benefice in the gift of the abbots and 
convents of Paisley and Kilwinning, value 30 marks, notwithstanding that he has the church of 
Colbanton (Covington) of the said diocese, which he is prepared to resign.” Granted, Avignon. 
June 1387. 
(Ibid, p.568). 
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1394 – Patrick de Huyston 
 

In 1387 Huyston petitioned Clement VII for a benefice in the gift of the bishop, dean and 
chapter of Glasgow. This was granted. Through King Robert III in 1394, he asked for a 
canonry of Dunkeld; at that time he held the rectory of Covington and had been promised the 
canonry and prebend of Renfrew in Glasgow. His requests were granted. When, however, he 
obtained Renfrew he exchanged it with John de Hawik for the prebend of Carstairs but sought 
to return to the prebend. Later, in the years 1416 and 1418, he is found in continuous litigation 
with William de Govan concerning that prebend of Renfrew. His transactions were 
unsatisfactory and he appears to have been trading in benefices. He became a canon of 
Brechin. (Ibid, pp. 568, 581, 596, 604, 605, 608). 

 
1429 – Gilbert de Park 
 

When it was decided that the allowances to the canons at the Cathedral were too small to 
induce them to reside, Pope Martin V, on the request of John Cameron, Bishop of Glasgow, 
sanctioned the union of the Church of Libberton with its revenues to Glasgow for the mensa 
of the canons. On 26th July, 1429, John de Hawyk, notary by imperial authority, drew up the 
document “in the church of the Cathedral of Glasgow in the presence of the altar of the 
blessed Virgin Mary, our lady, in the lower church, the canons being assembled there in 
chapter”. One of the witnesses was Gilbert de Park, rector of the church of Colbwanton 
(Covington), in the diocese of Glasgow. 

 
Gilbert de Park in the same year witnessed a charter by which Alan Stewart, lord of Darnley 
gave certain ornaments to the Church of Glasgow, such as a vestment of red velvet and a stole 
with other garments and two cloths embroidered with figures, one being for the front of the 
altar and the other to rest above it. Lord Darnley could claim the use of these ornaments 
during his lifetime, but should he die or remain abroad, the church was to retain them for all 
future time. (R.G. I, Nos.334 and 337, pp. 322, 325 and 326). 

 
Before 1462 – George Carmichael 
 

George Carmichael had been rector of Covington, but in 1462/3 he effected an exchange of 
this benefice with Alexander de Newton, in order to get Tyningham. Again and again he is 
found paying annates for Tyningham. He appears to have been Treasurer of Glasgow in 1483 
and two years later was received as a papal acolyte. (C.P.R., XII, p. 188 and Cameron, A.C., 
pp. 145, 214, 241, 255, 279, 295, 307 and 334). 

 
1463 – Alexander de Newton 
 

Alexander de Newton, through the above exchange, must have become Rector of Covington 
in 1463. 

 
1466 – William Blair 
 

William Blair, Rector of Covington in 1466, received dispensation “to receive and retain, with 
the said church, any other church: he may hold two churches.”   

 
1472 – James Lindsay 
 

At the University of Glasgow, Lindsay began as a student in 1467, was a determinant, or 
candidate for a bachelorship in 1471; he was a licentiate under Master Duncan Bunch in the 
year 1472; when he is styled rector *ecclesiarum Cowantone et Quodquen” (Covington and 
Quothquan). He appears to have taken his degree as bachelor of arts in 1476. 
 
As a student he was described as the son of John Lindsay of Covington, the fifth laird. He was 
involved in a dispute about the lands of Kirkurd claimed by his brother’s widow and son. 
(M.A.U. 2, pp. 78-222, and Clan Lindsay Publications, Vol. I, The Lairds, Act. Dom. Aud., 
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p.94.). It was found that James Lindsay had improperly retained deeds belonging to his 
relatives, the Lindesays of Cockeburne, and the council sent letters to his ordinary requesting 
that he would use his spiritual authority to enforce the delivery of the writs. 

 
1511–1517 – Robert Hamilton, Rector 
 

A short account of Hamilton’s life is given in ‘The House of Hamilton’ (p.93), by Lt. Col. 
George Hamilton.  

 
Robert Hamilton, the son of the laird of Bardowie, matriculated at Glasgow University in 
1493 and in 1495 took the B.A. degree. In 1499 he was Rector of Buthernock and an examiner 
at the University. Later he held other University offices, and was also Commissary of 
Lesmahagow and Hamilton, Rector of Covington (1511-1517) and Commissary to the 
Archbishop of Glasgow. On the death of his father he apparently succeeded to the lands of 
west half of Blackairne and west half of Badenkill (Dumbarton), which he resigned in 1517 in 
favour of his own brother Thomas. The latest dated entry we find in connection with him is in 
1518, when he appears as witness to an instrument. 

 
An incident in Hamilton’s work as Commissary to the Archbishop, and which throws light on 
the customs of the times, is given by Sir James Balfour Paul (Scottish History Review, July 
1920, p. 298). “In 1516 Nicholas Stodart and Jonet Mitchell had evidently contracted a 
marriage  . . .  within the forbidden degrees  . . .  . It is probable that a child had been born  . . .  
. This may have been the consideration which moved the parties to obtain letters of 
dispensation from the Archbishop of St Andrews as Lateran Legate. These letters formally 
divorced them ‘for a certain space’, and enjoined some kind of penance for their transgression. 
The couple then, “prostrate on their knees, presented the letters to Mr Robert Hamilton, rector 
of Covington, in the church of the Friars Minor in Glasgow, and he, in terms of the letter, gave 
an authority to them to contract a new marriage, and legitimated their children, both born and 
to be born. All this was done before witnesses and Hamilton appended his seal.” 

 
1525–1532 – (Robert) Lindsay 
 

The Rector of Covington, a Lindsay, whose forename name may have been Robert, was 
accused in 1525 of complicity in the slaughter of William Weir of Stonbyres and two of his 
sons, “committit be way of Murthir, undir silence of nycht, in ye Channonegate of 
Edinburgh”. John Lindsay, the seventh laird of Covington and several of his family were 
involved in this affair. The will of this laird John Lindsay is said to have been drawn up in 
1550 and witnessed by George Dickeson, curate of the parish of Covington (Publications of 
the Clan Lindsay, I, The Lairds, and Irving and Murray, I, p. 462, and Pitcairn, Trials, I.). 

 
1532 – Thomas Mudy, Rector 
 

A Thomas Mudy may have acted as rector in 1532, as Lindsay was suspended for a period of 
time. Here, Lindsay is designated Robert, and the same Robert Lindsay is found again.  

 
In 1546 men were engaged in the siege of the Castle of St Andrews when it was being held by 
the assassins of Cardinal Beaton. The following note is found in the Treasurer’s accounts, 
which shows a warlike person of Covington. 

 
1547 - “Item, the comptar discharges him in this monetht quhairwitht he suld have bene 
dischargeit in the monetht of December in anno, etc., XLVI, quhilk was deliverit to ane 
hundretht LXXX culvering men under the governourance of Capitane Gawyne Hammyltoun 
and Robert Lindsay, persoun of Covingtoun, quhilk band wes rasit for recovering of the 
castell of Sanct Androis, and indurit V monethis, to ilk ane of thir culvering men in the 
monetht iiii li.; summa be the said space iii vi li.” (Accounts of Lord High Treasurer, vol. IX, 
p. 138). 

 
1547 – Robert Lindsay 
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1550 – George Dickeson 
 
1567 – James Fisher, Reader 
 
1567–1573 – Thomas Symsoun, Reader 
 
 Thomas Symsoun was noted as having a salary of 20 merks. 
 
1576 – Robert Fisher (Fischear), Minister 
 
 Robert Fisher was formerly at Dalziel, Pettinain and St John’s Kirk. His stipend at Covington 

was £53:6s:8d. He may have returned to the parish in 1594. 
 
1576 – James Lindsay, Reader 
 
Before 1590 – Hew Lindsay, Parson 
 

Hew Lindsay was a son of the seventh laird, John Lindsay. He was evidently of post 
Reformation date, as he married and had two sons. He was a citizen in St Andrews. Hew died 
in 1590. 

 
1599 – Robert French, Minister 
 
 Robert was the son of John French of the Canongate, Edinburgh. He had a gift in 1574 from 

James VI of the prebend and chaplaincy of St Andrew, in the College Kirk of Field, for seven 
years, that he might he might study in the Grammar School of Canongate. He graduated M.A. 
at the Univeersity of Glasgow in 1583. 

 
1605 – John Leverance, Minister 
 
 Formerly of Coulter and Douglas, he was old and infirm in 1605. 
 
1605 – George Cleghorn M.A., Fellow Helper 
 
 Appointed fellow-helper, with the consent of the patron, John Lindsay of Covington. In 1609 

his stipend was raised, most probably when he took over the position of minister. He was 
recorded as minister in 1612. 

 
1621–1652 – George Ogstoune, Minister 
 

Possibly began as a helper before becoming minister. He married Abigail, the daughter of 
James Baillie, minister of Lamington. He died 12th March 1653. His son Andrew was 
apprentice to John Hill, bookseller in Edinburgh in 1651. Another son Francis was apprentice 
to John Reid, baker in 1648.  

 
1652–1661 – Archibald Porteous, Minister 
 

Archibald was the son of James Porteous, minister of Lasswade. He was deprived on 9th May 
1661 for his active part with the Protesting party in the church. He became indulged minister 
of Cumbrae along with John Rae in 1672. 

 
1662–1689 – Charles Lindsay, Minister 
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Charles was the son of Thomas Lindsay, minister of Walston. He was the minister when Sir 
William Lindsay, the last Baron of Covington, was seized by illness and thought to be dead 
(see anecdote in Chapter One). Charles married Elizabeth, daughter of John Livingston and 
had a daughter Helen who married in 1705, James Wilkie, a merchant in Edinburgh.  

 
1691–1726 – John Buchanan, Minister 
 
 John was the son of John Buchanan, a merchant in Stirling. His son John was his successor.  
 
1727–1766 – John Buchanan, Minister 
 

John was the son of the previous John Buchanan. He was born in 1691, licensed by the 
Presbytery in 1722, called to the parish in 1726 and ordained in 1727. He died unmarried in 
1766.  

 
1767–1777 – George Mark, Minister 
 

Presented by Alexander Lockhart, advocate, and John Earl of Hyndford. He was ordained 17th 
September 1767 and transferred to Carnwath 29th October 1777. 

 
1778–1820 – Bryce Little, Minister 
 
 Licensed by the Presbytery OF Edinburgh in 1773, he was chaplain at Wanlockhead in 1777. 

He was presented by the Commissioner for Lord James Lockhart of Lee and Carnwath and 
ordained 8th September 1778. He died 9th May 1820 in his 77th year. He married (1) Euphemia, 
the daughter of Matthew Cleghorn, minister at Dryfesdale and (2) Katherine, daughter of John 
Stodart of Bank, Carnwath. He wrote the first Statistical Account of the parish in 1791. His 
stipend was £80 per annum. 

 
1821–1864 – Thomas Watson, Minister 
 

He was born 24th September 1794, the son of William Watson, minister of Biggar. He was 
licensed by the Presbytery of Biggar in 1817and presented by the tutors of Sir John 
Carmichael Anstruther of Anstruther and Carmichael in June 1820 and ordained 10th May 
1821. The delay was caused by a competing presentation by Sir Charles Macdonald Lockhart, 
Bart., who did not insist, after a decision in the similar case of Wandel and Lamington. In 
1825 he married Eleanora, daughter of David McHaffie of Eastwood and Overton. His son 
William, a Lord of Appeal, was created Baron Watson of Thankerton. In 1840, Thomas wrote 
the second Statistical Account of the parish. 

 
NOTE OF INTEREST:  
The Knights Templar held, from an early period, the lands of Cumerland, Northflat, 
Pacokland, and Cliddisflat, as a portion of the endowment of the priory of Torphichen. These 
lands were acquired by the Lindsays as early as the sixteenth century. A small feu duty in 
respect of these lands was paid to the representatives of the Knights Templar down to the year 
1827, when the superiority was acquired by Sir Charles Macdonald Lockhart, Bart. 

 
1865-1889 – James Hoggan, Minister 
 
 James, the son of William Johnston Hoggan and Margaret Murray was born in 1828 at Denny. 

He was licensed by the Presbytery of Stirling in 1854 and became assistant at Colvend, 
Borgue and Govan. He was ordained at Walston in 1859 and transferred to Covington 2nd 
March 1865. He resigned 4th November 1889 and died 18th November 1914. In 1874 he 
married  Isabella, younger daughter of Thomas Gibson of Toftcombs, Biggar. 

 
1890-1932 – William Cunningham Macgregor, Minister 
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 Born 27th July 1860, William was the son of Alexander Macgregor and Janet Black. He was 
educated at Monzievaird School, Morrison’s Academy, Crieff and the University of 
Edinburgh. He was licensed by the Presbytery of Edinburgh in 1884 and became assistant at 
St Ninians, Stirlingshire before being transferred to Covington where he was ordained 17th 
April 1890. 

 
1932 - ?      - Millar Ogilvie, Minister 

 
In 1933, a communion table, chairs and other gifts were donated by Dr Darling, a business 
man in Edinburgh, in memory of his parents and sister, his father having been the miller in 
Thankerton. A small tablet placed by his widow commemorates Dr Darling. A stained glass 
window was chosen as a memorial for those who fell in the First World War and a small 
memorial tablet commemorates the two men who fell in the Second World War. 

 
? – 1972 – John Thomson, Minister 
 

At a meeting on 23rd March 1972 the Rev William Cumming, minister at Carmichael & 
Pettinain, announced he was retiring in September. Then at a meeting on 26th June 1972 the 
Presbytery Committee on Unions and Readjustments recommended that the linkage of 
Carmichael & Pettinain be changed to become a three-way linkage which would include the 
parish of Covington & Thankerton. To make this possible the Rev Mr Thomson of Covington 
was encouraged to retire to produce a vacancy there. The Vacancy Committee selected the 
Rev J. A. R. McKenzie as minister of the new triple linkage. He was inducted in Covington 
Church on Wednesday 29th August 1973. 

1973-1979 – Rev James McKenzie M.A. 
He took services in all three churches, Carmichael, Covington & Pettinain. 

 

 
Covington Church 

 

1980–1984 – Rev. Brian Ramsey, B.D., D.P.H. 
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1985–1990 – Rev. Andrew Lammie, B.D. 
 

1992–1994 – Rev. Mary Morrison, M.A., B.D. 
When the Rev Mary Morrison left the triple linkage in January 1994, the Church’s Committee 
on Unions and Readjustments stepped in again and proposed a Union of the three churches. 
This was a big step as it meant all the assets would become the joint property of the new 
united church and one manse and two church buildings would have to be sold or otherwise 
disposed of. 

After many meetings this was agreed and the deal was also to link the new church with 
Symington. When unions take place in the church a new neutral name is always selected and 
at a meeting on 2nd March 1995 the name Cairngryffe was selected and agreed unanimously. 
The selection thereafter of one building to become the new place of worship took two visits by 
two different sets of arbitrators, the first set picking Covington Church and the second set 
selected the Carmichael building. 

 

1995–1999 – Rev. John Brown, M.A., B.D.  
In 1996 Rev. John Brown accepted the linked charge of Symington and Cairngryffe. 

 

2001-           - Rev. Dr. Graham Houston, B.Sc., B.D., M.Th., Ph.D. 
 

 
 

 
Covington Church & Hope Cottage 
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ST JOHN’S KIRK 
 
The church in the parish of Thankerton was sited in the southern extremity of the 
parish. It was dedicated to St John, and hence was called St John’s Kirk, although 
originally called the Wode Kirk or Wude Kirk. Like all names there were many 
variations of the spelling, including, Wode Kyrke, Wde Kyrche, Wde Kirke, Wude 
Chirche and Ecclesia de Tyntou. About 1180, Anneis de Brus granted to the monks of 
Kelso, the Wde Kyrche. 
 
The monks at Kelso were superiors of the church for almost five hundred years. 
Shortly before the Reformation, as they only received an allowance of forty shillings 
yearly from it, they relinquished to Lord Fleming of Biggar, the rights to the church at 
Thankerton. The advowson of the church was included in the charter of the barony 
granted in 1666 and has ever since been held by the successive lords of the manor of 
Thankerton. 
 
The clergy of Thankerton were vicars appointed by the Abbot and Convent of Kelso, 
who held the patronage of the rectory. Their names are not easily discovered. 
 
Before 1464 – Gilbert de Ferule 
 

The church of Thankerton became vacant by the death of Gilbert de Farule in 1464. This is 
made apparent by a petition of his successor, Thomas Penven. “Thankerton, in Glasgow 
diocese, becoming void by the death of Gilbert de Farule, Andrew, bishop of Glasgow made 
collation and provision thereof to said Thomas, who in virtue of such collation and provision 
obtained it but still holding a canonry and a church.” Penven doubts if his holding is good, 
hence the petition (C.P.R. XI, pp. 506 and 507). 

 
1464 – Thomas Penven M.A.. 
 

Penven appears as an extremely active man in church business over a period of more than 
thirty years. If Thomas Penven who was incorporated in the University of Glasgow in 1480 is 
the same man as the busy cleric, then he joined the University late in life. He seems, as a 
young man, to have been often in Rome, acting as procurator and managing the money affairs 
of others. “The procurator’s obligations were, indeed, no empty formality . . .  he took upon 
himself all the liabilities of his principal, unless specifically released. Thus, on 12th August 
1443, Thomas Penven, canon of Glasgow, bound himself as cautioner of William, Abbot Elect 
of Kilwinning, and nine days later his principal appeared in person in the Apostolic Treasury, 
ratified the obligation and formally absolved the said Thomas, the procurator.” 

 
When Penven obtained the church of Thankerton in June 1464, Gilbert de Rerich, canon of 
Glasgow, paid annates for him (together with the annates of Penven’s canonry and prebend), 
“the parish church of Tancarton, Glasgow diocese (whole fruits £60 sterling), void in a certain 
way as contained in the bull.” There is another notice of this transaction when Penven 
received his quittance. He, himself, was still doing business for others. 

 
An interesting notice of an earlier date is the following: 14th July, 1446.”From Thomas Penven 
de Scocia, 50 florins (gold) by the hands of Cosmo de Medicia and So., for the common 
service of the monastery of Paisley ord. Clun., Glasgow diocese.” (C.P.R. XI, pp. 506 and 
507. Cameron, A.C., pp. xxiv, 147, 148, 242, 270 and 280).  

 
1480 – Master George Ker 
 

In 1480, Master George Ker, rector of Tankertoune was incorporated as a student in Glasgow 
University. (M.A.U., I, p. 90). 
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1531 – David Hamilton, Pastor 
 

In  March 1531/2, Master David Hamilton, rector of Thankerton, was a witness to a deed by 
which “Sir John Hawyk gave Dene Robert Cottis, prior of Blantyre, possession of twa 
shillings of annual rent of his place  . . .  to be tane yearly of the said place to the said prior 
and his successors.” (Spelling modified). 

 
He granted a lease of the rectory and vicarage of Thankerton which was the subject of 
arbitration.  
 
In July 1535, Ninian Stewart, sheriff of Bute, and his eight sons, by a bond of Manrent, bound 
themselves to become men and servants of James, Earl of Arran. Among other witnesses to 
this document (several of whom were Hamiltons) was Mr David Hamilton, pastor of 
Thankerton. “The sheriff’s seal is affixed for himself and his sons, and the signatures are 
written by Archibald Stewart (the third son) with his own hand, the others only placing their 
hands on the pen.” (Hist. MSS., Hamilton, 11th Report, p. 35). 

 
1558-1559 – John Stenson 

 
Master John Stensone, rector of Thankerton, was one of those summoned to Edinburgh for 
the provincial council, by James (Beaton), Archbishop of Glasgow in 1558. 

 
1567-1573 – Mr Robert Fisher (Fischear), Reader 
 

Robert Fisher was formerly at Dalziel and was also recorded as exhorter at Pettinain between 
1769 and 1771. 

 
1601 – David Forrest, Minister 
 
 Formerly reader at Carluke 1574 to 1576. 
 
1607 – Robert Scott, Minister 
 
The following is an interesting extract from an old history, - “On 5th December 1617, 
the Commissioners for the Plantation of Churches annexed the Church and Parish of 
Thankerton to Biggar, and discerned that the Earl of Wigton, patron of these churches, 
and tacksman of their teinds, should provide and maintain a passage-boat on the 
Clyde, for the accommodation of the parishioners of Thankerton, when they attended 
divine service at the Kirk of Biggar.” But the Thankerton people rebelled at the long 
journey to Biggar, and other arrangements had to be made. 
 
St John’s Kirk disjoined with Biggar and united with the church of Covington on 30th 
January 1650. Although the two churches united on that date, it was some sixty years 
later before the two parishes were united on non religious affairs.  
 
 

THE CHAPEL OF ST NINIAN 
 
A chapel from the 12th century or earlier, dedicated to St Ninian, stood in the south-
west of the old parish of Covington, the patronage of which belonged to the proprietor 
of the lands of Warrenhill. 
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CHAPTER FIVE 
 

COVINGTON SCHOOL 
By 

WILLIAM A. FLEMING 
 
The school at Covington was founded about 1620, but its exact location was not 
known. In fact there may not have been a building set aside for the purpose and pupils 
may have been taught in the house of their master. There was a record in 1666 of the 
teacher (unnamed) at Covington requesting a pay rise. The unnamed teacher may 
have been Walter Gray who was recorded as the schoolmaster when his son Charles 
was baptised in June 1669. Walter’s spouse was Jean Liverance who may have been a 
sister of Lilias Liverance, the spouse of James Murray in Thankerton Boat. 
 
An early record of a named schoolmaster was between 1720 and 1732 when James 
Storie and his spouse Mary Gibson had children baptised. James lived in Meadowflat 
and the record of each baptism stated he was the schoolmaster. When two of James’s 
daughters were married in 1748 and 1759, James was still living in the parish, and 
presumably still teaching. 
 
The record of schoolmasters is incomplete and the next mention of a schoolmaster 
was in 1786 when David Lang was known to hold the post. David was also the legion 
clerk and was mentioned in the letter written by Rabbie Burns to his friend George 
Reid after the bard’s return from Edinburgh and his overnight stay at Covington 
Mains. David Lang died in 1826. 
 
The new schools which had been opened by the Covington heritors at Newton in 1827 
consisted of a cottage of two rooms and a closet to which a school room was attached. 
This is very similar in design to the even older school beside the church which was in 
use at least as early as 1772. Both building were obviously well built as the former is 
now incorporated in the recently sold schoolhouse and the latter is Hope cottage. Both 
schools perfectly met the requirements of the 1803 Education Act by which each 
schoolhouse had to have two rooms and a garden as well as the Classroom. This was 
the first Act to specify accommodation.    
 
Parliamentary grants were first made in 1833 so that building could be brought up to 
suitable standards. From 1839 Her Majesty’s Inspectors were appointed, initially to 
check the standards of buildings built. As the scope of the grants widened they found 
themselves examining the work of schools. 
 
James Young (c1775-1856) was the first parish schoolmaster to teach in the new 
school in Newtown of Covington. James Young taught for about thirty years and was 
succeeded by Alexander Hunter (b.c1821), a native of Fife. The room attached to the 
schoolhouse continued to be used as the classroom until 1895. Alexander Hunter was 
the schoolmaster until 1883. 
 



 45 

The 1872 Education Act was a watershed in many ways. A single system with 
national supervision was set up. Children, provided the Board insisted on it, had to 
attend school from five to thirteen. To administer the local schools, Elected Boards 
were set up, usually on a parish basis, replacing the heritors. The Boards were 
financed from central funds and could also raise rates. 
 
In 1896, the new school at Covington was built. The building had developed a 
character and appearance of its own. The school gives the impression of having come 
straight out of an English Plan Book with its high windows. These windows would 
not have appeared so high from the inside when it was originally built, as galleries 
were fitted. However the master and pupil-teacher system was already on the way out, 
to be replaced by head and assistant teachers who were expected to have separate 
classrooms. An inspector commented on the drawbacks of both working in the same 
room, so in 1915 the school was closed for several weeks to allow the galleries to be 
removed and a moveable partition installed. 
 
George Dickson (c1855-1929) was the schoolmaster from 1883. George and his wife, 
Janet Watson Smith, had two sons and six daughters, all born within a fourteen year 
period. It was no wonder that a proper school had to be built as every available space 
in his house was required by the dominie to accommodate his large family. George 
Dickson was the schoolmaster until December 1920. His wife was the sewing 
mistress. Their daughter Georgina taught the infants. 

 
Inspectors visited schools at frequent intervals and gave school reports. One such 
report dated 18th August 1910 is printed below. 

 
“There was a distinct improvement in the standard of work shown in this school 
during the past session. The infants are very well forward in each of the elementary 
branches, while in the senior classes, oral answering was readier, more fluent and 
more intelligent. Questions in arithmetic were accurately worked and paper work was 
characterized by neatness and correctness. The small classroom in which the younger 
children are taught is unworkable and unhealthy. Now that the numbers in the school 
are small, there seems no reason why a sliding partition should not be erected in the 
main room, and the infants taught in one of the two rooms thus provided.” 
 
In 1905 the measurements of the schoolroom were 36 x 22 x 14. The small sewing 
room measurements were 13 x 11 x 12¼. Presumably these measurements were in 
feet. After alterations, the headmaster’s room measured 22 x 18½ and the assistant’s 
room 22 x 17. 

 
All schools kept a log book into which the headmaster put a weekly report. Reports 
varied in length and detail depending on the headmaster at the time.  A typical entry 
dated 8th February 1907 – 
 
“Average attendance for week – 42.2. Usual progress made. Arithmetic backward in 
a few cases. Nothing else to report.” 

 
The school was also visited regularly by a member of the school board. Typical 
entries written by the Chairman, William C. Macgregor - 
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“13th December 1905 –Visited school today and found present 25 boys and 22 girls. 
Teachers and children all busy. Wm C. Macgregor.” 

 
“24th March 1910 – Visited school this afternoon and on examining the roll found 
that two boys and four girls were absent. Some of the absentees may be accounted for 
by the farmers now having commenced seed sowing. William C. Macgregor.”  
 
In the logbook entry for 26th October 1912, the headmaster has written – “Attendance 
irregular owing to potato lifting”. 

 
There was quite a fluctuation in the numbers of school children attending. In 1905 
there were about 45 pupils; in 1909 there were about 35; and in 1914 there were about 
55. Family numbers were still fairly large and many of the farm workers moved 
around with great frequency, thus when a family came to the parish or left the parish, 
numbers at the school could increase or decrease rapidly. 

 
On the 4th of January 1921 Mr William Robbie was appointed schoolmaster, a post 
that he held for seven years. It must be said that his entries in the log book gave 
slightly more detail than those of his predecessor. The school inspectors who made 
annual visits when Mr Robbie was headmaster were Mr T.B.M.Lamb and Mr William 
Robb, the former checking on the seniors and the latter the juniors. If they thought 
that the pupils had done their work creditably, they granted a half day holiday to the 
school. 

 
Gardening formed a part of the boys’curriculum, and their work was inspected by Mr 
Howells from the West of Scotland Agricultural College. 

 
Mr John Brown was appointed headmaster on 20th February 1928. He was nicknamed 
“Pie Jock” by his pupils and indeed by most of the locals presumably because he had 
a large appetite. His assistant was Miss Margaret Miller, daughter of the Rev Thomas 
Miller, minister at Pettinain. The assistant when John Brown came to Covington was 
Miss Semple, but because of family commitments she left soon afterwards. Miss 
Miller’s initial appointment was temporary, but on 29 March 1929 she was appointed 
on a permanent basis. 

 
An interesting item in the log book dates 23rd October 1936 – “One girl in the juniors 
has been absent all week owing to want of boots.” 

 
On 14th January 1938 Mr John Brown gave up his post as headmaster to take a similar 
position at Swinton Primary School, Baillieston. His successor was Mr Andrew 
Graham. Miss Miller remained as assistant teacher until April 1939 when she 
transferred to Carstairs School. On leaving she was presented with a fitted dressing 
case from her pupils and former pupils. 
 
In 1939 Miss Mann was appointed temporarily for sewing classes on Tuesdays and 
Thursdays and Miss Smith attended the school on Tuesdays as gym instructress. In 
1939 Covington School with 19 points won the prize for Small Schools at the Annual 
Upper Ward Sports, which were not held again until the conclusion of the War. 
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Covington Primary School group 1931 

Back Row: David Wilson, Andrew Barr, George Robertson, John McIntosh, not known, John Brown, 
Miss Miller 

3rd Row: Margaret Newlands, Charlotte Watson, Margaret Bryan, Nancy McQuid, Betty Paul 
2nd Row: Chrissie Grant, Mary McMahon, Chrissie Barr, Ruby Paul,  ?  Watson, Elsie Greenshields, 

not known 
Front Row: Gordon Hannah, not known, David Bryan, Adam Williamson 

 

 
Covington Primary School Group 1933 

Back Row: Mr John Brown, Jean Newlands, Mary Steele, Peggy Kerr, Jean Elder, Betty Kilgour 
3rd Row: Charles Newlands, Alex Grant, Tom McMorran, Robert Wilson, John McIntosh 

2nd Row: Mima Williamson, Caroline Herbert, Ramsay Muirhead, Nancy McQuid, Betty Paul, 
Margaret Bone, Mary Swan 

Front Row: Kate Paul, Jinty Smillie 
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Covington Primary School group 1938 

Back Row: Miss Miller (Primary teacher), Unknown, Davy Wilson, George Robertson, Tommy 
McIntosh, John Burton, Adam Williamson, Mr Andrew Graham (schoolmaster) 

3rd Row: Jessie Crawford, Nan Bone, Chrissie Barr, Chrissie Grant, Ruby Paul. Betty Barr, Margaret 
Murtagh 

2nd Row: ? Gray, Chrissie Paul, Joyce Gray, Mary Bone, Mary Edge, Jean Kerr, May Angus, Isobel 
Moffat, Tommy Murtagh 

Front Row: Unknown, Sammy Paul, John Newlands, William Williamson, Unknown, Charlie Edge, 
John Edge, Unknown, Unknown 

 
Mr Graham gave up his post as headmaster on 29th September 1939 when he moved 
to Auchenheath Primary. Miss Mary Robertson became headmistress on 6th October 
1939. 
 
In September 1939, just after the outbreak of war, 138 evacuees arrived in 
Thankerton. Most of them were children, but teachers from their school at 
Campbellfield in Glasgow also came. Over sixty of the children attended Covington 
School and because the school was not big enough to house them all ‘two schools’ 
were held each day. The local pupils attended in the morning from 8.15 to 12.15 and 
in the afternoon the Campbellfield children were taught by their own teachers from 
12.30 to 4.30. Later these times were amended to 9.30 to 12.30 and 1.30 to 4.00.  
 
Evacuee pupils from other Glasgow schools also lived in Thankerton during the war 
years. There were numerous Glasgow teachers at Covington during the war years 
including Miss Fraser, Miss McMurtrie, Miss Gertrude Mullen (from St Francis Boys 
School), Miss Elizabeth Allan, Miss Margaret Montgomerie and Miss Browne 
(Bluevale School, Glasgow). A Polish girl refugee also attended the school. 
 
On 26th September 1941 Mr Dargie, Chief Air Warden, visited the school and tested 
gas masks. 
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Assisting the headmistress Miss Robertson was Miss Jessie Waddell, a part time 
teacher spending 3½ days at Covington and 1½ days at Pettinain. In September 1943 
Miss Waddell became a full time assistant. By 1947 Mrs McNaughton was the 
assistant.  
 
Miss Robertson had several lengthy absences during her eight years as headmistress. 
On 22nd August 1947 Mrs Mary D. Jennings became headmistress. Her assistant, Mrs 
McNaughton, left on 24th December 1949 and was replaced by Mrs Brownlie.    
 
The Statistical Account of 1952 states that the primary school had two teachers and 
just over 40 pupils. Many of the children cycled to school. After the age of 12 most 
children moved on to Biggar with a few opting for Lanark. School meals and milk are 
provided at Covington, the meals being cooked on the premises. The parish library is 
housed in the school. 

 
In 1953 all schools had a three day holiday on June 1st, 2nd & 3rd for the Coronation 
celebrations. At Covington all the children gathered in the school to see the 
Coronation televised. After 2.30pm they had tea at Thankerton Hall followed by 
sports in the park. 

 
Problem families were not unknown at this time and it was noted that in 1950 a letter 
of complaint was sent by the school to the Director of Education complaining about a 
certain family in the neighbourhood. 

 
In the 1950s the pupils were treated to an annual theatre outing along with parents. 
The children’s expenses paid for from the proceeds of a whist drive. 

 
During Mrs Jennings’ term as schoolmistress, Miss Ann Galloway paid a weekly visit 
to the school as a music teacher. Miss Galloway also made weekly visits to most of 
the schools in the surrounding parishes including Carmichael and Pettinain. 

 
In October 1956 Covington pupils went to Biggar to see the Queen who was visiting 
the town en route to the Daer Water Reservoir inauguration. 

 
In 1957 a collection was made for Rev Mr Ogilvie, school chaplain, on his 25th year 
of ministry in the parish. He was presented with an umbrella by the schoolchildren. 
 
When Mrs Jennings retired, her successor was Mr James Bell. Mrs Catherine 
McNaughton returned to the school as assistant teacher. 
 
In 1968 Sandy Gilchrist became the schoolmaster, a post he was to hold until the 
school closed in 1992. Miss Catherine McNaughton continued as Assistant teacher. 
 
1992 School closed & shut down. 
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School Group from c1950/51 

Back Row: Unknown; Unknown; Tom Johnstone; Unknown; Ian Hope; Unknown; Fred Bell 
Middle Row: Rosemary Angus; Mairi Angus; Unknown; Unknown; Margaret Foster; Nancy Allan; 

Ann Plenderleith 
Front Row:  ?  Shaw; Marjorie Robertson; Unknown; Unknown; Catherine Angus; Unknown 

 
 

 
Covington Primary School group 1959 

Back Row: Billy Cuthbertson, Angus McKay, Alistair O’Hara, John Cuthbertson, John Smith, Billy 
Taylor, A. McCrae, Ian Wallace 

Middle Row: George Plenderleith, J. McIntyre, E. McIntyre, Joyce Tervit, R. McIntyre, Maureen 
Murray, Hazel Brown, John Johnstone, Douglas O’Hara 

Front Row: A. McConnell, J. Taylor, E. Grieff, Margaret McCrae, Morag McKay, Norma Foster, 
Helen McCrae, Helen Barr, S. Moffat, A. Taylor, Jimmy Proudfoot 
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Covington School group 1964   Standing at Back: Mrs Catherine McNaughton and Mr James Bell 

Back Row: J. Taylor, J. Johnstone, R. Hope, Alastair O’Hara, B. Cuthbertson, G. Woods, B. Taylor, A. 
McKay, A. McCrae, A. McConnell, A. Taylor 

3rd Row: J. Russell, T. Johnstone, G. Bell, J. Scott, M. McKay, H. Brown, J. McLellan, E. Struthers, H. 
Barr, J. Proudfoot, Douglas O’Hara 

2nd Row: J. Taylor, Shona McCrae, D. Newlands, S. Murtagh, J. Tervit, J. Laidlaw, Maureen Murray, 
C. Thom, J. Roberts, C. Barr, K. McKenna, C, Forster 

Front Row: M. Ross, John Murray, J. McAdam, D. Forster, Tom Greenshields, W. McAdam, S. Ross, 
A. Barr, S. Moffat 

 

 
Covington Primary School group 1968/69 

Back Row: Mr Gilchrist; Melville Ross; John Murray; Unknown; Doreen Newlands; Willie McAdam; 
Archie Thom; A. Lipscombe 

Front Row: Hugh Jackson; Alistair Barr; Helen Lyon; Kenna Mackay; Christeen Thom; Christine 
Barr; Flora Scott; John Taylor; Graham Stewart 
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CHAPTER SIX 
 

STATISTICAL ACCOUNT OF THE 

PARISH OF COVINGTON 
by 

Rev Mr Bryce Little 
MINISTER AT COVINGTON 

1791 
 

Name, Situation, Extent, Soil, &etc. 
 

This parish derives its name from convent town. It is in the County of Lanark, Presbytery of 
Biggar, and Synod of Lothian and Tweeddale. Its length from south to north is 3 miles, and its 
breadth 2. It is bounded on the east by Libberton; on the west by Carmichael; on the south by 
Symington and Wiston; and on the north by Pittenain. There is some barren heath; but the soil 
is in general fertile. The haughs of Clyde are mostly of a good quality, but they are subject to 
inundation; which, though pernicious at certain seasons, at others enriches the ground, and 
supplies the place of manure. Part of the country is mountainous. Tinto is 1720 feet above the 
level of the Clyde. 
 
Agriculture, etc. Every farmer keeps two ploughs at least; one of them is the old Scottish, and 
the other Small’s. There are about 630 acres in tillage yearly; about 90 in barley, 60 in pease, 
70 in potatoes and turnip, 10 in lint, and the remainder in oats. There are about 60 acres of 
sown grass. Oats are sown in March, and barley in the beginning of May.  
 
The best Croft land is let at £1;1;0 per acre; the rest pasture at 12s; the worst at 2s 6d. The 
average rent of farms is £50. The rent of the parish is £920 per annum. If inclosures are 
surrounded with wood, the farmers are convinced of their great utility. Harvest, in general, 
commences about the beginning of September. The parish usually exports one-fourth of the 
produce. In 1782, three-fourths of the crop were destroyed by the frost. In 1783, the crop was 
remarkably good, feed being procured at a distance, and the season being favourable. The 
heritors gave a general assistance to their tenants. Hence, the bad effects of the season 1782 
were not so severely felt as was at first dreaded. The oat meal sold at £2:6:0 per load of 16 
stone. The farmers who were fortunate as to have any of the former crop, got an additional 
price for it. But this fell heavy on the poor labourer; especially as he was often obliged to 
remain idle, the tenants being unable to employ him. 
 
Population. Fifty years ago, the inhabitants were 600. The principal cause of the depopulation 
since that time has been the enlarging of farms. The return to Dr Webster was 521. In 1779, 
the number of inhabitants was 484. 
 
 Males - - - - - - - -  223 
 Females - - - - - - -  261 
 Annual average of births - - - - -   10 
 Annual average of marriages - - - - -    4 
 Heritors (only 1 resides)  - - - - -    3 
 Farmers - - - - - - -   21 
 Household servants about - - - - -   45 
 Tradesmen - - - - - - -   17 



 53 

 Seceders - - - - - - -   16 
 Poor - - - - - - - -     9 
  Yearly collection for their support - - -  about £16 
 Labouring horses - - - - - -   75 
 Young horses - - - - - - -   40 
 Milch cows and black cattle - - - - - 505 
 Sheep - - - - - - - -          1000 
 
Price of labour and provisions. A common labourer’s wages are 1s per day. With the 
assistance of his wife, he is able to support his family. The women contribute much by 
spinning: an ordinary hand will earn 4d per day. Men servants get £6; women £3:5:0 per 
annum; carpenters get 1s 6d and tailors 1s 2d per day. Fifty tears ago, hens were 4d, butter 
3¼d per lb, and cheese 2d. Now hens are 1s, butter 7½d, and cheese 3d. 
 
Church and stipend. One half of the church is an old cathedral. The other half was added 
more than a century ago. The value of the stipend is £80. Mr Lockhart of Carnwath is patron. 
 
Antiquities. Within the bounds of this parish there are four camps, all of a circular form, 
surrounded with one or two deep ditches. One named the Castledykes has two subterranean 
passages, leading from the east gate. There are two large cairns of stones on a hill called 
Wellbrae, measuring in circumference 107 yards. There are many smaller ones in an 
adjoining moor. Several have been opened, which contain a coarse coffin, composed of flat 
stones. The other large cairn stands on the top of Tinto, which signifies a hill of fire, and is 
said to have taken its name from the Druid’s keeping a continued fire on the top of the cairn. 
On a round hill at the foot of Tinto there is a circle, surrounded with large stones, erected on 
one end, close to one another. At the distance of 10 yards, there is another wall, nearly 
resembling the former. In this place a large mound of earth is erected. This was probably a 
sheriff’s court, where on a certain day, the adjacent country attended to have justice done. The 
name of the adjacent farm seems to favour this tradition, for it is called Sheriff Flats. 
According to immemorial tradition, a bullock’s skin full of gold lies buried in this place.  
 
Covington was formerly the seat of a knight baronet named Lindsay: in 1420, the laird 
applied, and obtained leave from Parliament to build a fort, which was finished in 1442. The 
walls are 10 feet thick. It was made strong by every circumstance that art could invent. An old 
sword of a very large size, called Wallace’s, is still preserved. The ruin continues a grand and 
majestic object. 
 
Miscellaneous observations. The fuel used here is coal. The distance from the coal hill is 
about 9 miles: the price there is 3d per cwt. When laid down here, the price is nearly doubled. 
There is one village called Thankerton, beautifully situated on the River Clyde. There is a 
bridge over the Clyde at this village, built in 1778 by public contribution. It is kept in repair 
by the County. The roads are made and repaired by the statute labour commuted. The people, 
in general, suppose that turnpike roads would be of advantage. Some farmers in this parish 
pursue improvements with spirit; but the climate struggles against them. Plantations of wood 
in this part of the country would be of great advantage. The inhabitants, in general, are very 
humane, industrious, decent, and devout. None have enlisted in the army since 1778. 
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CHAPTER SEVEN 
 

STATISTICAL ACCOUNT OF THE 

UNITED PARISHES OF 
COVINGTON AND THANKERTON 

 
Presbytery of Biggar, Synod of Lothian and Tweeddale 

 
The Rev Thomas Watson, Minister 

MINISTER AT COVINGTON 
1840 

 
· Topography and Natural History 

 
Name. The writer of the former Statistical Account of this parish states the name Covington to 
be a corruption of convent town, without giving any reason for this opinion. But, according to 
Chalmers (Caledonia, iii.747), the old parish and barony of Covington was called 
Colbanstoun in the charters of the twelfth and thirteenth centuries; the name being obviously 
derived, he says, from a person named Colban, who settled there and gave his name to the 
place. In subsequent times, this name appears in the different forms of Cowanstown, 
Coventoun, and Covington. 
 
The parish of Thankerton is said to derive its name from a Flemish settler of the name of 
Tancard, who obtained a grant of lands therein during the twelfth century. In the charters of 
the twelfth and thirteenth centuries, it is called Tankards-toun, Villa Tankardi, Villa 
Thankardi. The same Tankard, or another individual of the same name, obtained from 
Malcolm IV, a grant of lands in the lordship and parish of Bothwell, where he settled, and to 
which he gave the same appellation – Tankardstoun. 
 
Extent, Boundaries, &etc. The united parish extends in length from south to north 4 miles, 
and its breadth is about 2¾ miles. It is bounded on the east by the Clyde, which separates it 
from the parish of Libberton; on the west by Carmichael; on the south by Symington and 
Wiston; and on the north by Pettinain. 
 
The mineralogy, zoology, and botany of this parish are so similar to those of the neighbouring 
parishes of Carmichael and Pettinain, that it is unnecessary to enter into the details. Trout and 
pike of large size are found in the Clyde, which winds along the eastern boundary. 
 

II. Civil History 
 

Thomas de Colbanstoun witnessed a charter of William the Lion at Lanark in 1188. In 1296, 
Margaret de Colbanstoun, Isabel de Colbanstoun, and Edmund de Colbanstoun swore fealty 
to Edward I. In the reign of Robert I, the lands of Colbanstoun were acquired by Sir Robert de 
Keith, Marischal of Scotland, and they were held by his descendants for more than a century. 
From that family the lands and barony of Colbanstoun, with the patronage of the church, 
passed to a branch of the family of Lindsay before 1442: and the Lindsays of Colventoun or 
Coventoun held the property for two centuries and a half. One of this family built the castle or 
fort, the massive ruins of which are still to be seen not far from the church. A short time 
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before the Revolution, the barony of Covingtoun, with the patronage of the Church, was 
purchased from Lindsay of Covington by Sir George Lockhart of Carnwath, Lord President of 
the Court of Session. 
 
The patronage of the church of Covington has been connected with the territorial property 
from the twelfth century. In 1296, Hurve de Chastel-Bernard, the parson of the church of 
Colbanstoun, swore fealty to Edward I. In Bagimont’s Roll, the rectory of Covingtoun, in the 
deanery of Lanark was taxed £4, being a tenth of the estimated value of its spiritual revenues. 
In the south-west of the old parish of Covingtoun was formerly a chapel dedicated to St 
Ninian, the patronage of which belonged to the proprietor of the lands of Warrandhill. 
 
The church of the old parish of Tancardstoun, was dedicated to St John, and hence it was 
called St John’s Kirk. In the period between 1175 and 1199, the monks of Kelso obtained 
from Anneis de Brus a grant of the church of Tankardstoun, called Wodekyrch, which was 
confirmed by the Bishop of Glasgow, and afterwards by Symon Lockard. In the reign of 
Robert I, the rectory of the church of Tancardstoun continued to belong to the monks of 
Kelso; but, as they received from it only an allowance of forty shillings yearly, they appear to 
have afterwards relinquished it. The parochial district of Wodekirk comprehended only the 
territory of Tancardstoun, and the church stood in the south-east corner of the parish, about a 
mile and a half from the village. The lands and barony of Thankerton, with the patronage of 
the Church, belonged to Lord Fleming at the close of the reign of James V. In Bagimont’s 
Roll, the rectory of Thankerton was taxed at £4. Lands of considerable extent formerly 
belonged to the parish church of Thankerton, which, at the Reformation, passed into lay 
hands, and have since formed a property called St John’s Kirk. The two small parishes of 
Covington and Thankerton were united some time between 1702 and 1720. The patronage of 
the united parish belongs to Sir Norman Lockhart, as patron of the old parish of Covington, 
and Sir Windham Carmichael Anstruther, as patron of the old parish of Thankerton, who 
present by turns. 
 
It was at Covington Mill in the parish, that the celebrated covenanting clergyman, Daniel 
(mistake for Donald?) Cargill, was taken prisoner by Irvine of Bonshaw, in the house of 
“Andrew Fisher, and his spouse Elizabeth Lindsay”. He was executed at Edinburgh along 
with four others in July 1681. 
 
Land-owners. The principal land-holders of this parish are Sir Norman Lockhart, Bart; Sir 
Windham Carmichael Anstruther, Bart; James Howieson, Esq. of St John’s Kirk; and Michael 
Carmichael of Eastend. There is only one mansion house in the parish, that of Mr Howieson 
of St John’s Kirk. 
 

III.  Population 
 

 Population in  1755 - - - - - 521 
   1779 - - - - - 484 
   1791 - - - - - 470 
   1801 - - - - - 456 
   1811 - - - - - 438 
   1821 - - - - - 526 
   1831 - - - - - 521 
 No of families in the parish - - - - 106 
  Chiefly employed in agriculture - - -   40 
  In trade, manufactures, or handicrafts - -   42 
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IV. Industry 
 

The number of acres in the parish which are either cultivated or occasionally in tillage is 
about 2000. About 3500 acres are pastured by black-faced sheep, which may be worth 
annually about 5s 6d per head. About 600 acres might be added to the cultivated land, and 
might be kept in occasional tillage. And there are about 80 acres of planted wood in the 
parish. The rent of land varies from 2s 6d per acre to £2:2s. The real rental of the parish is 
supposed to be about £2500. Agricultural improvements in this parish have kept pace with the 
progress of husbandry in the neighbourhood. The old Scots plough, in general use when the 
former account was printed, is now laid aside; furrow-draining is practised to a considerable 
extent, and the turnip husbandry and sown grasses are an important part of the agricultural 
course. There is no land in the parish in a state of undivided common. 
 
Wages. The wages of farm-servants are from £10 to £12 a year, and of women-servants £6 or 
£7. Masons get at present 3s 6d a day; common labourers 1s 6d to 1s 8d. 
 

V. Parochial Economy 
 

There are two villages in the parish, Thankerton and Covington. The bridge over the Clyde at 
Thankerton was built by public subscription in 1778. The distance from Biggar, the nearest 
post-town, is about three miles. 
 
Fuel. The fuel in universal use is coal, brought from a distance of about nine miles. 
 
Education. The parochial school is the only one in the parish: it stands in the village of 
Covington. Salary of the master, £28 per annum. Fees about £16 per annum. 
 
Ecclesiastical State. The parishes of Covington and Thankerton were united towards the 
beginning of the last century, when the old church of Thankerton was permitted to go to ruin, 
and an addition made to that of Covington to contain the people of both parishes. The value of 
the stipend in 1755 was £56:16s:8d; 1791, £80; in 1798, according to Chalmers, £112:2s:8d. 
The extent of the glebe is about eight acres, and it may be worth £1:10s per acre. The manse, 
built about forty years ago, is at present undergoing extensive repairs and additions to its 
accommodation. 
 
Poor. The number of poor who received parochial aid for the year ending November 1838 
was 12. The amount of contributions for their relief for that year were £30:11s:1¾d; of which 
£8:8s:2d were from church collections; £16:8s from interest of stock; £5:10s:1½d from 
voluntary contributions by the heritors; and the remainder from mortcloth, proclamation, and 
other dues. 
 
Mortification. In 1790, Mr James Scot, surgeon in Peebles, mortified one acre and one rood of 
land in the neighbourhood of that town, for educating poor children belonging to the parish of 
Covington. 
 

Miscellaneous Observations 
 

At the period when the former Statistical Report of this parish was published, there were not 
more than 630 acres in tillage. There are now nearly 2000. The rental of the parish in 1791 
was £920 per annum; it is now about £2500. The farmhouses and offices are of a better 
description than formerly; and the farmers are intelligent and enterprising. There is still, 
however, a want of wood in the parish; and much might be done by a judicious arrangement 
of belts of planting, to improve the climate, and shelter the inclosures. 
September 1840 
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Gibson the baker from Biggar supplied bread to the local villages. 

The Ford van in this picture has been dated about 1918. 
 
 
 

 
Gibson the baker again with a much more “modern” van. 

In this picture the van man is serving Mrs Fender, a villager in Thankerton. 
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CHAPTER EIGHT 
 

STATISTICAL ACCOUNT OF THE 

PARISH OF COVINGTON 
 

Prepared from notes supplied by the Rev Millar Ogilvie 
MINISTER AT COVINGTON 

1952 
 

Physical Features. The parish is bounded on the north-west by Pettinain, east by 
Libberton, south-east by Symington, and west by Carmichael. It has an utmost length 
of 5 miles from the Clyde below Brown Ford to the top of Tinto; its greatest breadth 
is 2 and 5/8 miles and its area is 5,118 acres of which 53 are in water. In the extreme 
north-east the surface sinks to 630 feet above sea level, thence rising 829 feet at 
Hillhead, 1049 feet at Wellbrae, 1013 feet at Chester, 661 feet at Thankerton Bridge, 
and 2335 feet at Tinto. The character of the land therefore varies from the low well 
cultivated fields along the Clyde, through pastoral slopes, to hill-land. 
 
The parish is subject to strong wind and would be greatly helped by the planting of a 
number of trees for protective purposes and also to beautify the somewhat bare aspect. 
 
Flora and Fauna. The hills are heather-clad and there is a wide variety of wild 
flowers in the parish. Wild geese and duck are seen on the river; peewits, curlew, 
sparrow hawks, wood pigeons, grouse, hoodie crows, jackdaws, bats, swallows and an 
occasional seagull, frequent the parish. Small deer are sometimes seen near the 
church, and foxes, badgers, and otters are also to be seen in the parish.  
 
History of the Local Community. Covington Tower, built by the Lindsays, in the early 
fifteenth century, still stands surrounded by a dry moat, but it is now in ruin. The 
Lindsays occupied the tower for two and a half centuries but thereafter it passed out 
of their hands and fell into disuse. It is still an impressive ruin although many of the 
stones have been taken away and used for other buildings – one such stone with 
carving on it built into the church wall. A circular dovecot stands nearby and is in a 
good state of preservation; entrance to it from the top. There is an old circular British 
camp in the parish and also an old tollhouse in Thankerton village. The covenanters 
are commemorated by a granite monument, erected in Covington church in 1911 to 
the memory of Donald Cargill, who was captured at Covington Mill Farm by Irvine of 
Bonshaw. Cargill was later taken to Edinburgh and there executed. There is a strong 
tradition that Robert Burns spent a night in Covington Mains Farm. 
 
Population. The population of the parish at various census dates has been, (1801) 456; 
(1821) 526; (1851) 548 (maximum); (1901) 314; (1911) 385; (1921) 518; (1931) 408; 
(1951) 476. 
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There are three villages in the parish – Thankerton, Covington and Hillhead. Of these, 
the principal is Thankerton although church and school are in Covington which is 
fully a mile distant. 
 
The population of Thankerton falls into two groups, one part consisting mainly of 
retired or elderly people living in bungalows or villas and the other – the wage 
earning section – living in council houses of brick or aluminium. 
 
A camp at Thankerton, originally built for prisoners of war, later used as a European 
Voluntary Workers’ Hostel served to increase the population temporarily. But there 
now remain only some thirty Europeans who work mainly on farms, and the 
likelihood is that the camp will close in the near future. A few of the Europeans have 
married local or Glasgow girls and have gone into industry. 
 
Public services. There is a good supply of water in the parish and most houses have 
electricity. There is no mains gas although a few houses have rural gas. Cooking 
otherwise is done on coal or electric stoves. Street lighting was introduced to 
Thankerton only about two years ago. There is a sewerage system and a scavenging 
arrangement. 
 
Education. The only school in the parish is at Covington. It is a primary school with 
two teachers and just over 40 pupils. Many of the children cycle to school. After the 
age of 12 most children go to Biggar though a few go to Lanark. School meals and 
milk are provided, the meals being cooked on the premises. The parish library is 
housed in the school. 
 
Health services. The health of the people is on the whole good. A district nurse lives 
in Thankerton but serves a wider area than the parish. Doctors come either from 
Biggar or Lanark. When hospital treatment is needed patients are sent to Biggar in the 
case of minor ailments. Formerly patients with major troubles had to go to Edinburgh 
or Glasgow, but increasing use is now being made of Law Hospital, Wishaw, which 
was set up as a war emergency hospital. 
 
Communications. The parish lies mid-way between Edinburgh and Glasgow but it 
leans more to the west than to the east. This may be due to the fact that it is easier to 
get to Glasgow than to Edinburgh. A bus passes through Thankerton every hour from 
Peebles and Biggar to Glasgow direct but to get to Edinburgh by bus one has to 
change at Biggar. The means of communication within the parish are unsatisfactory. 
A private bus owner has helped by running a bus twice a week on the back road from 
Lanark to Biggar via Covington. It would be a great help if the Scottish Motor 
Traction Company would divert their services to call at Covington and go back to the 
main road at Pettinain. Representation has been made for this but the reply has been 
that the road is not good enough. Better transport facilities would ease the position of 
farmers who find it difficult to obtain workers. The roads are made of red Cairngryffe 
quarry stone. The road between Thankerton and Covington is very exposed and not 
infrequently flooded by an overflowing burn. A wooden gangway has had to be 
erected at one point to assist pedestrians. There is an old right of way between 
Covington and Thankerton but it is little used now. 
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The main Euston railway line passes through the parish. There is a station at 
Thankerton and the junctions of Carstairs and Symington lie to the north and south 
respectively. The railway is used a fair amount by residents particularly for travel to 
work. The ‘Tinto’ picks up passengers for Glasgow and intermediate stations at 8.30 
in the morning and returns about 6pm. There are one or two other passenger trains 
through the day. 
 
There is a telephone exchange in Thankerton operated by an elderly crippled man. All 
the farms and a fair number of the houses have phones. There is a public telephone at 
Thankerton. 
 
There is a post office in Thankerton but mail is delivered from Biggar by mail vans. 
There are two deliveries each day in Thankerton but only one in Covington. 
 
Social services. There is a good village hall in Thankerton owned by the people of the 
parish. Carpet bowls, billiards, and badminton are played there in the winter months. 
There are occasional concerts, dramatic shows, and dances. The hall is also used for 
evening classes, the subjects varying from year to year. The Women’s Rural Institute 
and the Women’s Guild meet there; the former is not quite so flourishing as it once 
was. The Burns Club is now no more. 
 
The bowling green, the curling pond and the golf course, all popular once, are no 
longer in existence. There used to be a fur and feather show, and a flower show, but 
these too are no longer held. There is a playing field at Thankerton with swings and a 
roundabout. 
 
Only two political parties, the Conservative and Labour, have a following. Support is 
very evenly divided and the local Member of Parliament has been successively 
Conservative, Labour, Conservative. 
 
Endowments. The Lindsay Trust brings in from £3 to £3:10s per annum which is used 
to provide coal for those in need. 
 
A Dr Scott, who lived in Peebles, left a piece of his land the proceeds to be used in 
favour of poor children in Covington, but this has now been absorbed into the County. 
Dr Darling also left a little endowment which provides a Bible each year to the boy 
and girl best in scripture study at Covington School. 
 
Housing. Housing is fairly satisfactory. One or two of the original thatched houses 
remain but they are topped with a roof of corrugated iron and have been provided 
with up-to-date conveniences. Within recent years, eight new aluminium council 
houses were built in Thankerton some two years ago; and after the First World War 
some brick houses were erected, but the majority of the houses are privately owned. 
There is a block of fairly new farm houses at Covington, and throughout the parish 
farmhouses and farm workers cottages are being modernised.  
 
Most of the houses in the parish have gardens and in Thankerton they take great pride 
in them. 
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Agriculture. The agricultural statistics for the parish as supplied from the Department 
of Agriculture for Scotland are as follows:- 
 
Tillage 893 acres; rotation grass 1414 acres; permanent grass 640 acres. 
 
Statement showing the acreages of crops and grasses and numbers of livestock in the 
parish of Covington and Thankerton as returned in the June census of each of the 
following years – 1913, 1918, 1930, 1939, 1943, 1950 
 
   1913        1918        1930        1939        1943        1950 
CROPS  acres        acres        acres        acres        acres        acres 
Wheat      -        -            -     -         21 13 
Barley      -        -            -      -         10 14 
Oats     458       728¼       474½        460¾      703½       579 
Potatoes      51¼         85            58¾          57¾      110¼         80½ 
Turnips & Swedes       *177        *155¾      *189          161½     156¼       138½ 
Other Crops      -               -               32¾         53¼      140¾         68 
Rotation Grasses    756        1008¼      1104       1177½    1085¾     1414 
Permanent Grasses  1425¾       902¾      1014         922¼      675¼       640 
 
LIVESTOCK     No.          No.           No.          No.          No.         No. 
Total horses       66            92             56       69            77           53 
Cows and Heifers 
  in milk or in calf    238          300           270          443          459         545 
Other cattle     546          522           388          664          523         501 
Total Cattle 
  Dairy and Beef    784          822           658        1107          982       1046 
 
Ewes for breeding  1741        1645         1574        1735        1172       1299 
Other Sheep                  2092        2052         2201        2714        2013       3014 
 
Total Sheep   3833        3697         3775        4449        3185       4313 
Total Pigs       40            53               3            16            26             8 
Total Poultry                  -              -            2694        1497        1424       2206 
 
-   = Not available 
*   = in these years turnips and swedes for human consumption were included in the 
figures shown 
 
Speaking generally the farms around Covington are owner occupied, while those in 
Thankerton are the property of the Carnwath Estate. Most of the farms are dairy farms 
with tuberculin-tested herds. The milk is collected by lorry and delivered to 
Musselburgh on the outskirts of Edinburgh. The main crops are oats and turnips or 
swedes. There are two or three blocks of greenhouses in the parish where tomatoes 
are grown in bulk. Marginal land is gradually being reclaimed and a fair number of 
sheep are kept on the higher ground. As elsewhere, farms are becoming highly 
mechanised. Milking machines are the order of the day. Each farm has a small 
thrashing mill and the travelling mill is sent for when work is on a large scale. The 
farmers are very ready to help each other by lending machinery and workers. 
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The local market for farmers is at Biggar while the main big market is at Lanark. 
There is an agricultural show at Biggar each year which arouse a great deal of interest 
and the Young Farmers Club at Biggar is also well patronised by the young folk of the 
parish. There is no smith within the parish. 
 
Industries. The main occupation of the parish is agriculture but a number are 
employed on the railway. Apart from these the choice of employment available for a 
boy or girl leaving school is very limited. A builder in Thankerton offers openings to 
a small number of young men. Those not absorbed within the parish go to work in 
Glasgow and Lanark mainly. A few girls go in for nursing and teaching and the civil 
service attracts a small number of both sexes. 
 
Commerce. There are two general stores in the parish and a grocer’s and a cobbler’s 
shop, also a carter who plies between Biggar and Glasgow. There are also a meal 
merchant and a joiner. There is a good service of vans from Lanark and Biggar. All 
major shopping is done in Biggar, Lanark or Glasgow. There are no licensed premises 
within the parish. 
 
The Church. There used to be a church at Thankerton as well as Covington, but now 
only the latter remains. A church has stood on the present site for about 1000 years, 
and the present buildings belong to about the fifteenth century. Extensive alterations 
have been made to the building. There used to be a gallery with an outside staircase 
but this was removed at the end of the nineteenth century and a transept was added to 
compensate for the loss of seating accommodation. A communion table was given by 
Dr Darling – of Darling and Company, Princes Street, Edinburgh, in memory of his 
parents and sister, his father having been the miller in Thankerton. A small tablet 
placed there by his widow commemorates Dr Darling. A stained glass window was 
chosen as a memorial tablet for those who fell in the First World War, and a small 
memorial tablet commemorates the two men who fell in the Second.  
 
The churchyard lies around the church and has recently been extended. 
 
The number of members on the roll is about 180 and the average attendance between 
30 and 40. The church is inconveniently situated, being distant from Thankerton, the 
main centre of population, over one mile along a very exposed and frequently flooded 
road. A bus runs on two Sundays a month: on the other Sundays a hirer plies a large 
taxi, making the double journey if necessary. Most people have a church connection 
but, although there is a core of loyal members, many take their responsibilities very 
lightly and attend only on communion Sundays. 
 
There is a Sunday School and a Bible Class and a Woman’s Guild, which meets only 
four times a year owing to transport difficulties. 
 
An evening service is held once a month in the village hall at Thankerton and is quite 
well attended. 
 
The teinds once adequate are no longer so and the church is not self supporting but 
depends on a grant from the Maintenance of the Ministry Fund. The church record 
dates back to about 1650. The early records are kept in the Tolbooth Library, 
Edinburgh, while the heritor’s records are housed in Register House, Edinburgh. 
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The Way of Life. The people of the parish are well fed and well clothed, very kindly 
and friendly. In speech they tend to be west country rather than east. All houses have 
radio receivers and three or four have television. In common with the rest of the 
country there is a widespread interest in football pools. Some residents attend the 
cinema regularly but they have to travel to Lanark or Biggar for this. Sunday papers 
are widely read. 
 
The community is law abiding, one and the nearest policeman is at Symington. 
 
When people were content with simple country holidays, the parish used to be a very 
popular holiday resort, but now, with the trend towards more sophisticated vacations, 
there are only a small number of summer visitors. Occasionally there are campers 
down beside the Clyde on a Glasgow holiday. 
 
The parish would greatly benefit by better transport facilities and by a wider choice of 
occupation for the working population. Planting of trees to shelter this windswept 
parish would also be of great benefit. 
 
September 1952 
 
 
 
 

 
School Pageant about the mid 1950s 

Back Row: Frazer Pottie; Unknown; Stuart Proudfoot; Unknown; Ann Watson; Nora Smith; Unknown; 
Billy Angus 

Front Row: Margaret Crawford; Margaret Edge; Ian Foster; Jim Hope; Pat Allan; Tom Allan; Colin 
Angus; Margaret Robertson; Marie Hutchison 
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CHAPTER NINE 
 

EMINENT PEOPLE IN THE PARISH 
By 

WILLIAM A. FLEMING 
 
 
THOMAS BRAIDWOOD    1716-1806 
 
Thomas Braidwood was born at Hillhead in 1716. He was the fifth son of Thomas Braidwood 
and Agnes Meek. After completing his education at Edinburgh University he became assistant 
master at Hamilton Grammar School and later opened a school of mathematics in Edinburgh. 
There he accepted as a pupil Charles Sheriff, a deaf and dumb boy whose father wanted him 
to be taught to write. Charles was intelligent and in a few years Braidwood had taught him to 
speak as well as read and write. Word of Braidwood’s achievement spread and other parents 
of deaf children begged him to teach their children. He closed his maths and writing academy 
and opened another establishment known as Braidwood’s Academy for the Deaf and Dumb, 
the first recorded school for the education of the deaf and dumb. This building originally 
known as Dumbiedykes and later as Craigside House was demolished in 1942. Braidwood 
had his own unique method of learning his pupils to speak. He used a small silver rod 
flattened at one end and rounded at the other and with this he was able to manipulate the 
tongue into the correct position to sound the letters. At the request of George III, Braidwood 
opened a similar school in London where he was assisted by his nephew Joseph Watson. This 
school in Hackney was known as Braidwood’s Academy for the Deaf and Dumb. In 1810, 
after Braidwood’s death, his grandson opened an institution in the Canongate in Edinburgh. 
Similar schools were opened in Birmingham, Dublin and Glasgow. In 1830 James Donaldson, 
a printer and bookseller in Edinburgh, left his fortune of £200,000 for the education of 300 
poor children and so the school run by Braidwood’s grandson became known as Donaldson’s 
School. At this school deaf children were taught side by side with those who could hear, but 
in 1938 the hearing children were moved to another school and the building became known as 
Donaldson’s School for the Deaf. Some of Braidwood's pupils went on to become famous in 
their own chosen professions. They included John Goodricke, the famed astronomer; Francis 
Mackenzie (Lord Seaforth) who became a Member of Parliament and later the governor of 
Barbados; John Philip Wood, who went on to become a famed author, genealogist, editor and 
Over Deputy of the Scottish Excise Office; Jane Poole; Sarah Dashwood; Ann Walcot; 
Thomas Arrowsmith, an artist, and John Creasy who inspired the Rev. John Townsend to 
found the first ever public school for the Deaf in England in 1792. Braidwood had two 
daughters, Margaret (b. 4 Sept. 1755 in Edinburgh) and Isabella (b. 27 Jan 1758 in 
Edinburgh). His wife was Margaret (nee Pearson) whom he married on 1 October 1752. His 
daughters were to join Thomas in becoming teachers of the deaf. Very little is known about 
his daughter Margaret and there is no mention or record of Margaret having moved to London 
with the family in 1783. His early use of a form of sign language was the forerunner of British 
Sign Language, recognized as a language in its own right in 2003. Braidwood's combined 
system is known among British Deaf historians as the Braidwoodian Method. Thomas died 
at Hackney, London. His daughter Isabella continued to run the school. Joseph Watson was 
trained as a teacher of the Deaf under Thomas Braidwood and he eventually left in 1792 to 
become the first headmaster of the first public school for the Deaf in Britain, the London 
Asylum for the Deaf and Dumb in Bermondsey. Thomas Braidwood was a distant cousin 
of Thomas Braidwood Wilson 1792-1843, after whom the Town of Braidwood, NSW is 
named. 
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ARCHIBALD (BAULDY) PRENTICE  1734-1813 
 
Archibald Prentice was born in Shotts in 1734, the third son of David Prentice and Agnes 
Reid who came to Covington from the parish of Cambusnethan. Both his grandfathers, 
Archibald Prentice (b.1646) and Alexander Reid were Scottish Covenanters who fought at the 
battle of Bothwell Brig on 22nd June 1679. 
 
Many lost their lands if they were even suspected of being at Bothwell, and those who were 
actively engaged and would not renounce the principles of Presbyterianism which induced 
them take up arms, were fortunate if they escaped the scaffold. Possibly because his family 
had been under the protection of the grateful Sir William Lockhart, Archibald Prentice of 
Stone (Bauldy’s grandfather) was exposed to less persecution than his friend Alexander Reid. 
He also managed to ride home from Bothwell without anyone observing him, except a weaver 
who lived at Calderwater. During the subsequent years of oppression, the weaver often used 
to visit the Stone, where he would remark, “Oh, Laird, it was a lucky thing that naebody saw 
you at Bothwell but me.” Indeed it was,” the Laird would answer, “but you’re a discreet 
body, and will say nothing about; gang awa’, and fill your poke with a meal, for I fancy that’s 
what ye’re came for.” 
 
Archibald (Bauldy) Prentice took over the reins as farmer in Covington Mains in 1756, on the 
death of his father. In 1763 he married Margaret Prentice, who, after bearing him seven 
children, died in 1776. Four years later, he married Helen Stodart, with whom he had another 
seven children. Archibald was very well liked, and was known to everybody as “Bauldy”, for 
obvious reasons. On 27th November 1786, Rabbie Burns, on his journey to Edinburgh, visited 
Covington Mains. A dinner party was held at the Mains in the evening and he breakfasted 
with Mr and Mrs Stodart in Hillhead.  Prentice was an admirer of the poet and subscribed for 
twenty copies of the first Edinburgh edition of his poems. Other sources indicate that all the 
farmers of the district had read the Kilmarnock edition of Burns’ poetry and they had all been 
asked to meet at Covington Mains for a late dinner. The signal for Burns’ arrival had been a 
white sheet attached to a pitchfork, put on top of a corn stack in the centre of the barn yard. 
Archibald Jr. also gave this account of the poet’s reception in Covington: “My father’s stack 
yard was seen from every house in the parish. When Burns arrived, the flag was hoisted, and 
as instantly the farmers were seen converging at the meeting point. A glorious evening, or 
rather night, which gathered something from the morning and the conversation of the poet 
confirmed and increased the admiration caused by his writings. On the following morning, he 
breakfasted with a large party at the farmhouse tenanted by James Stodart, brother to the 
Stodart pianoforte makers in London.” James Stodart’s son James recalled how he as a boy on 
his way to school, paused and noted the pony tethered and waiting for the Poet. The stalwart 
Bauldy Prentice had come out of the farmhouse and ordered him and others to hold the 
stirrup, saying “You will boast of it until your dying day.” The boys said “We’ll be late and 
we’re feared of the Maister.” But the boys took courage as Prentice was six foot three and the 
Maister was just ordinary. James Jr. in his eighties said: “I think I am prouder of that forenoon 
frae the school than ‘a the days I was in it.” 
 
In a letter written by Burns to George Reid of Barquharie, from whom the poet had borrowed 
a pony on which to ride to Edinburgh, the following is an extract – “I left Mr Prentice’s on 
Monday night. There was a most agreeable little party in the evening: a Mr Lang; a dainty 
body of a clergyman; a glorious good fellow, and with a still more glorious wife, Mr and Mrs 
Stodart, with whom I breakfasted along with Mr Prentice next morning. For Mr Prentice, no 
words can do him justice. Sound sterling sense and plain warm hospitality are truly his.” 
Archibald Prentice died in 1813 and was interred in Covington Churchyard. 
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DAVID PRENTICE  1781-1826 
 
David Prentice was born in Covington Mains in 1781, the eldest son of Archibald Prentice by 
his second wife Helen Stodart. David was a millwright in Covington, but in 1805, he 
emigrated to America. In 1817, along with Thomas Bakewell he established an iron foundry 
in Louisville, Kentucky called the ‘Eagle Works.’ He was the first one to place a steamboat 
on the Mississippi River. The U.S. Government offered a reward for the best mechanical 
contrivance to remove snags or sawyers. He nearly completed a steamboat, connected by a 
strong beam to push them over downstream, when he died. His ideas and plans were taken up 
by another, who received the award. He died in 1826. 
 
 
ARCHIBALD PRENTICE  1792-1857 
 
Archibald Prentice was born in Covington Mains in 1792, the second youngest son of 
Archibald Prentice and Helen Stodart. Archibald, after a brief period at school, was 
apprenticed at the age of twelve to a baker in Edinburgh. But the occupation proved 
incongenial. He was in the following year (1805) apprenticed to a woollen draper in the 
Lawnmarket in Edinburgh. Here he remained for three years before going to Glasgow as a 
warehouse clerk for Thomas Grahame, a textile manufacturer, who was also the brother of 
James Grahame, the poet. Archibald impressed this employer, and in 1815, Thomas Grahame 
made him a partner and sent him to represent the business in Manchester. In 1819, Archibald 
married Jane Thomson in Linlithgow. In Manchester, Archibald became friends with local 
social reformers such as John Edward Taylor, John Shuttleworth, Absalom Watkin, Joseph 
Brotherton, William Cowdray, Thomas Potter and Richard Potter. The group was strongly 
influenced by the ideas of Jeremy Bentham and Joseph Priestley. These businessmen objected 
to a system that denied important industrial towns and cities representation in the House of 
Commons. The men met in the back room of John Potter’s house which became known as 
Potter’s Planning Parlour. After the Peterloo massacre, Archibald became a regular 
contributor to local newspapers, including the Manchester Guardian. However, he purchased 
his own newspaper, the Manchester Gazette in 1824 because he did not believe the Guardian 
was radical enough. Prentice edited the Manchester Gazette until 1828 when bankruptcy 
forced him to close the newspaper. Later that year, his radical friends put up the money for a 
newspaper that he called the Manchester Times. In his newspapers, Archibald advocated 
parliamentary reform, religious toleration and free trade. The Manchester Times did well until 
1830 when sales began to decline. Then on July 14th, 1831, an action for libel was brought 
against him by Captain Grimshaw, of whom he had said that he gave indecent toasts at public 
dinners. In the indictment, Archibald was styled “a labourer” and in his defence, which he 
conducted himself, he said that he gloried in being “a labourer in the field of parliamentary 
reform.” He was acquitted and presented with a silver snuff box “by one hundred of his 
fellow labourers.” But people still objected to Archibald’s “schoolmaster tone” and also he 
was unwilling to include many stories on non-political issues. In 1835 Archibald Prentice 
joined Joseph Hume and Francis Place to form the Anti-Corn Law Association and on 24th 
September 1838, he induced several prominent Manchester merchants to meet him at the 
York Hotel and the result of their meeting was the foundation of the Anti-Corn Law League. 
For the next eight years, he devoted himself as editor and lecturer to the propagation of free-
trade principles sacrificing both his health and the prospect of worldly wealth. However, sales 
of the Manchester Times remained poor and when a rival radical newspaper, the Manchester 
Guardian, appeared in 1846, Archibald found that he could no longer make a profit from the 
venture. In 1847 he agreed to sell his business to the owners of the Manchester Examiner. 
After leaving newspaper publishing, Archibald found work at Manchester Gas Office. 
However, he continued to write and had several books published including Tour of the United 
States (1848), a book which he sold cheaply to promote immigration; Historical Sketches and 
Personal Reminiscences of Manchester (1851) and History of the Anti-Corn Law League 
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(1853). Apparently he had also edited a book as early as 1822, The Life of Alexander Reid, A 
Scottish Covenanter. He also published another book in 1851 which was a second edition of 
Historical Sketches and Personal Reminiscences of Manchester “dedicated to his cousins 
Elizabeth, Agnes and Beatrice Prentice of Castle Park, Lanark,” great granddaughters of 
Archibald Prentice and Alexander Reid who fought at “Bothwell Brig” 1679, and grand 
nieces of James Thomson, the author of the Seasons, etc. and sisters of David Prentice 
founder and editor of the Glasgow Chronicle and Journal.  
 
 
WILLIAM WATSON (LORD WATSON)  1827-1899 
 
William Watson was born at Covington Manse on 25th August 1827, the elder son of The Rev 
Thomas Watson and Eleanora McHaffie. He was educated at the Universities of Glasgow and 
Edinburgh, the latter of which conferred upon him the degree of LLD in 1876. He was 
admitted an advocate in 1851. His practice grew steadily and he became Solicitor General for 
Scotland in 1874. As Lord Advocate, he conducted the prosecution of the fraudulent directors 
of the City of Glasgow Bank. Watson was homely in appearance and unassuming in manner, 
though a merciless dissector of bad argument. He never lost his broad Scottish accent. He 
married Margaret, daughter of Dugald John Bannatyne on 6th August 1868 and they had five 
sons and one daughter. He died in Kelso on 14th September 1899. An “Address on the 
repression of crime” delivered by Watson in 1877 before the National Association for the 
Promotion of Social Science is printed in the “Transactions” of the Association. 
 
 
 
 
I have included the following James Braidwood in this chapter as I believe he is a descendant of the 
Braidwoods in Hillhead. I have been told by word of mouth that James Braidwood, Edinburgh’s first 
fire master, descended from the Braidwoods in Covington. Certainly the father of James was a Francis 
Braidwood, and the name Francis was prolific in the Hillhead families. A Francis Braidwood was born 
in Hillhead in 1669, the son of William Braidwood. Francis also had a son Francis, and it may have 
been William, the son of the younger Francis who first settled in Edinburgh and who could have been 
the grandfather of James mentioned below. Certainly what is written about James Braidwood is fact, 
but his connection to Covington is part speculation.  
 
JAMES BRAIDWOOD 1800-1861 Edinburgh’s First Fire Master 
 
As a result of the Great Fire of 1824 in Edinburgh, the first municipal fire service was 
established. James Braidwood, the son of Francis Braidwood, a well known Edinburgh 
cabinet maker, was appointed to command the brigade with the title of Master of Fire 
Engines. He was only 24 years old and had been educated at the High School. 
 
The apparatus consisted of three engines costing £530 and four smaller appliances which 
were purchased for £210. The larger units were operated by 20 men, with an additional four 
to pull them through the streets. Ten water carts were also provided to be used in conjunction 
with the engines. Uniforms too, were supplied, consisting of leather helmets, blue tunics and 
white trousers. The firemen did their training at 4.00am, an hour which did not interfere with 
their ordinary occupations. The firemen were mainly tradesmen, and it was known for 
spectators to be called upon to assist, for which they were compensated. 
 
Braidwood resigned his Edinburgh appointment to take up a similar post in London in 1832. 
There his task was a mammoth one, and included responsibility for the royal residences and 
numerous prominent buildings. 
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He had held the London post for 28 years when he was killed leading his men in a major 
outbreak. It was Saturday 12th June 1861, and the flames were raging through Tooley Street 
near London Bridge. The fire was described as the worst in London for 100 tears and possibly 
since the great fire of 1666. Wharfs and warehouses were mainly affected, but to a lesser 
degree houses and shops were lost. Damage was estimated at £2,000,000. Suddenly about 
7.00pm, a bulging wall caved in, burying Superintendant Braidwood. Such was Braidwood’s 
reputation that on the Sunday Queen Victoria twice sent messengers to the scene for news of 
the fire brigade chief. His body was not recovered until Monday. He left a widow and six 
children. In an obituary, the Illustrated London News said that Braidwood had raised the 
Edinburgh Fire Engine Establishment to such a state of efficiency ‘as to become the model for 
all similar institutions in the country’. 
 
James Braidwood was buried at Abbey Park Cemetery in London, in the same grave as his 
stepson, killed in a fire six years previously. A newspaper reported: “The route of the 
procession was nearly as crowded as the occasion of the funeral of the Duke of Wellington. 
There was a great muster of volunteers. Policemen and firemen with twenty mourning 
carriages. The Duke of Sutherland and Earl of Caithness attended as mourners. 
 
London was quick to recognize its debt to Braidwood, and when Cotton’s Wharf was rebuilt a 
memorial was erected to the man from Edinburgh, and one of the streets leading from Tooley 
Street to the river was appropriately named Braidwood Street. Yet in his home city, 
Braidwood was barely recognized outside firefighters’ circles. It is only recently that a plaque 
commemorating him has been placed on the Fire Brigade HQ building in Lauriston Place. 
 

 
James Braidwood 1800-1861 
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HUGH LINDSAY  1838-1917 
 

 
Hugh Lindsay (Meadowflat) 

 
Hugh was born in 1838 at Covington Mains. He was the only son of Hugh Lindsay and Lilias 
Paterson. In his earlier years, Hugh entered a lawyer’s office in Lanark, and thereafter went to 
undertake the ordinary work of his father’s farm. In 1860, he commenced to farm on his own 
account at Meadowflat after the death of his unmarried uncle John Lindsay. Hugh became the 
fourth generation of the Lindsay family in Meadowflat and at one time was tenant of 600 
acres of arable and 100 acres rough pasture land, paying a rent of over £800. 
 
In 1881 he gave evidence before the Duke of Richmond’s Royal Commission on Agriculture, 
when he strongly advocated compulsory payment for all unexhausted improvements, manures 
and feeding stuffs, as well as unlimited freedom in farm management, provided the fertility of 
the soil was not impaired. In 1900 he was also a witness before the Agricultural Seeds 
Departmental Inquiry Committee.  
 
In 1885 he was largely instrumental in the formation of the Farmer’s Supply Association of 
Scotland Ltd., and became its first secretary and manager. To this association he latterly 
devoted all his time, being a very strong advocate of farmers buying their requirements in 
manures, feeding stuffs and seeds on a guaranteed analysis. 
 
He was President of the Scottish Chamber of Agriculture from 1889 to 1893. It was a sore 
trial to him to leave the farm of Meadowflat in 1894, being unable to arrange a rent with the 
proprietor, thereby bringing to a close a tenancy of 34 years, and a family tenancy of over 150 
years. 
 
A shrewd, capable, far-seeing, and most approachable man, Mr Lindsay’s opinions were 
constantly sought on all matters pertaining to agriculture, and these were always freely and 
readily given. Nothing was considered by him too great a trouble, if thereby he could help his 
fellows. In 1870 he married Helen, the elder daughter of Mr William Paterson of Scotston, 
Peeblesshire, and with whom he had five sons and one daughter. 
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DR ALEXANDER DARLING   1858-c1936 
 
Dr Alexander Darling was born at Crossridge, the fourth and youngest son of James 
Darling and Janet Millar. He received his early education in Symington and 
Carmichael Schools. Alexander began his business career with his brother in 
Galashiels in 1873. He proceeded to Jenners, Edinburgh, and after three years became 
associated with several London houses. In 1893, with James Henry, of Renton & Co., 
he took over the business of Donald Reid & Co., Princes Street, Edinburgh. In 1924 
the business was changed to that of Darling & Co., in association with his nephew, 
and he retired from business at the end of January 1936. 
 
Dr Darling had a long association with business and public life in the city. He was 
President of the Edinburgh Merchants’ Association in 1893, and was Director of the 
Chamber of Commerce for ten years. He was a Justice of the Peace from 1897, and 
held the position of clerk to the Incorporated Guildry for ten years. He was a member 
of the Extra-Parliamentary Panel for Scotland from 1921 and Commissioner of 
Income-tax from 1920. His work in connection with public bodies included 
membership of the Committee of Queensberry House of Refuge for over 12 years. 

 
Dr Darling joined the Company of Merchants of the City of Edinburgh in July 1897, 
was elected an assistant in 1906. He was elected Treasurer of the Company in 1915, 
and Master in 1917. During his period of office as an Assistant he was convener of 
James Gillespie’s School for one year, and of George Watson’s Ladies College for 
two years. Dr Darling acted as the Company’s representative on the Board of 
Managers of the Royal Infirmary for five years, on the Council of Edinburgh College 
of Domestic Science for eleven years, and on the Edinburgh University Advisory 
Committee in Commerce for three years. 

 
During his Mastership, Dr Darling took a leading part in supporting the Education 
(Scotland) Act of 1918 and in the negotiations which culminated in Mr James Glass 
founding the Glass Trust for promoting such educational purposes, preferably science, 
as the Master, Treasurer, and Assistants of the Company might at all times think fit. In 
conjunction with Sir John R. Findlay and Mr Fraser Dobie he presented to the 
Company a solid silver gilt mace as a memento of the Great War. During his periods 
of office Dr Darling took the greatest interest in the welfare of the schools and on 
many occasions lectured to the pupils. 

 
He took a great interest in the Sir Walter Scott Club, of which he was a member of 
council for over twenty years; he was a member of the Old Edinburgh Club and the 
Ecclesiological Society, and was president of the Scoto-Italian Society in 1920. In 
1919 he was made an LL.D of Edinburgh University for his services to education and 
business. The promoter in the course of his eulogium, said:- “As Master of the 
Merchant Company – that enlightened and generous corporation which has done so 
much for the higher education of the country – he has been a jealous guardian of the 
high reputation of its secondary schools, and has always shown a lively interest in the 
welfare of the young in every direction. It is fitting that a University which owes its 
foundation to municipal patriotism and the wisdom of commercial men in the past, 
should recognise their liberal and public-spirited successors of to-day.” 
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He retained throughout his life a lively interest in the Upper Ward of Lanarkshire, 
from which he came. He made many gifts to his native county – a communion table to 
Carmichael Parish Church and a pulpit to and the renovation of Covington Parish 
Church, besides gifts of Bibles as prizes for the best students each year in Bible 
subjects. He was president of the Edinburgh Upper Ward of Lanarkshire Association, 
and it was in line with that interest that he was also president for a time of Scottish 
Vernacular Society, Galashiels, in which he spent his apprenticeship days, always had 
for him a special interest, and he presented to the town a bronze balcony as an 
embellishment of the Town Hall in memory of his boyhood days spent in the Borders. 

 
Dr Darling married Miss E. Rose Small, daughter of William Small of Chambers 
Street and South Bridge. His only son, Captain J. W. K. Darling (Kingsley), was 
killed at Poivilliers about a month before the Armistice while he was serving with the 
Royal Scots. His daughter married Captain A. R. C. Chapman, son of Sir Samuel 
Chapman, M.P. for South Edinburgh. A portrait of Dr Darling by Henry W. Kerr, 
R.S.A., presented to him in 1920, hangs in the Merchant Hall.    

 

 
Dr Darling in his robes as Master of the Merchant Company 
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SIR WILLIAM (WILL) YOUNG DARLING  1885-1962 
 
Born on the 8th May 1885, Will Y. Darling, as he was known, was the second son of 
William Darling in Edinburgh and a nephew of Dr Alexander Darling. He was 
educated at James Gillespie’s School, Daniel Stewart’s College, Heriot-Watt College 
and Edinburgh University. As a lad in Edinburgh, he had marked down a job as a 
railway shunter as a splendidly satisfying one. When he was nineteen, however, his 
father sent him to London, where he found a job as a shop assistant for a short time, 
before becoming a salesman of fire extinguishers and later a street trader in hat pins. 
His roving instinct was strong, and he spent three years in a store in Ceylon before 
moving on to Australia. He landed at the first port – Freemantle, because he had no 
money to go further. Some of the most colourful episodes of his career were in that 
land. In 1914 he married Olive, eldest daughter of James Simpson of Briar Bank, 
Bedford. When war broke that same year, he was selling insurance in Dundee, but he 
joined the army, enlisting in the ranks of the Black Watch. In 1915 he was 
commissioned to France with the Royal Scots before serving with the 1st Royal 
Munster Fusiliers in Salonika, Gallipoli and Egypt. In all, he spent eight years of 
conflict and violence in France, Gallipoli and Ireland, during which he collected a 
Military Cross and many unforgettable experiences.   
 
On the death of his uncle, Alexander Darling, William took over the running of the 
family shop in Princes Street. He was elected a member of Edinburgh City Council in 
1933 and was City Treasurer 1937-1940. He was elected the Provost of Edinburgh in 
1941 and remained in office until 1944. He was Unionist MP for Edinburgh South 
1945-1957. 
 

 
Sir Will Darling with Sir Winston Churchill at Edinburgh Castle 

 
It is interesting to note that Alastair Darling, appointed Chancellor of the Exchequer in 2007, 
was from the same family as William (his grandfather was a brother to William) but unlike 
William was a member of the Labour Party.  
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WILLIAM WATSON (BARON WATSON OF THANKERTON) 1873-1948 
 
William Watson was born on 8th December 1873 in Edinburgh, the third son of William 
Watson (later baron), of Thankerton. He was educated at Winchester and Jesus College, 
Cambridge. He became a K.C. in 1914, procurator of the Church of Scotland in 1918, and an 
advocate deputy in 1919. He was the Unionist Member of Parliament for South Lanarkshire 
1913-1918 and in 1922 was appointed Solicitor General for Scotland. In 1924 he was elected 
Conservative Member of Parliament for Carlisle, the first Conservative Member there for fifty 
years. In 1929 he became a Lord of Appeal taking the title Baron of Thankerton. He was very 
active, walking long distances, had a ready smile, enjoyed a good story and was an excellent 
after dinner speaker. He married Sophia Marjorie, the daughter of John James Cowan of 
Balerno. 
 
 
SIR DAVID JAMES GALLOWAY 
 
David James Galloway was the son of David Galloway, a native of Thankerton, and Janet 
Lightbody who was born in Carstairs. He was born in Edinburgh and educated at Daniel 
Stewart’s College and Edinburgh University, where he graduated M.B.C.M., and later was 
gold medallist M.D. of the same university. After practising for a short time in Edinburgh, he 
went to Singapore where he rendered numerous public services in the Straits Settlement. He 
was vice-chairman of the Straits Settlement Opium Commission in 1908. Later he became a 
member of the Executive Council and Legislative Council of the Straits Settlement. He was 
physician to the late Sultan of Johore, a JP for Singapore and was decorated Order of the 
Crown of Johore. The School of Medicine in Singapore owes much of its standing to his 
energies where he was Lecturer in Practical Medicine. He was knighted in January 1924, at 
which time he was consulting physician in Singapore. He was the author of several 
monographs on tropical diseases. 

 
 

 
Entrance to Thankerton Station about 1903 
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CHAPTER TEN 
 

COVINGTON & THANKERTON 
HEADLINES THROUGH THE YEARS 

 
A candid look at events in Covington & Thankerton throughout the years. 

 

DISPUTED LAND OWNERSHIP 
 

1368 – A land ownership dispute between John de Ward and the Lindsays of 
Covington resulted in a favourable decision for the former. The Lindsays had 
previously been unsuccessful on a claim of the lands of Meadowflat, held by Walter 
de Ward, the father of John. Walter was the son of Gilbert, who had been granted 
lands in Dalserf by Robert the Bruce in 1312. The Lindsays had instructed their 
vassal, Thomas Scott, to graze cattle at Warrenhill and this had led to the court action 
by John de Ward. 
 

LINDSAYS LAY CLAIM TO WARRENHILL 
 

1482 – In the aftermath of a lengthy court battle lasting from 1476 to 1479, in which 
the Lindsays were unsuccessful in their claim to the lands of Warrenhill, John Lindsay 
of Covington decided to take matters in his own hands. Warrenhill which was owned 
by Robert Lord Maxwell and tenanted by the Levingstons of Belstane, had in 1368 
also been the subject of a disputed ownership battle in which the Lindsay’s claim 
failed. John Lindsay occupied the lands of Warrenhill by force and plundered the 
stock. John Levingston proceeded against him for the “spulzie of certain gudes taken 
therefrom”. Following court action, Levingston was successful, and Lindsay was 
ordered to return the property taken by him and his accomplices.  
 

FEUD ENDS IN DOUBLE MURDER 
 
1541 – A long running feud between the Baillies of Howgate and the Levingstons of 
Warrenhill resulted in two deaths. Archibald Baillie of Howgate had slain James 
Levingston, and in retaliation, John Levingston, brother of the deceased, slaughtered 
Archibald Baillie.   
 

SERVANT WOUNDED 
 

1554, September 28th – A servant was seriously wounded whilst trying to protect the 
property of his master, John Somerville, the rector of Libberton. Before sunrise, a 
large mob of unruly men led by John Lindsay of Covington, and armed with lances, 
culverings, bows, and other invasive weapons attempted to gain entry to the property 
of John Somerville. Unable to find the rector, they looted the barnyard before 
dispersing.  
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ASSAULT ON LAIRD’S BROTHER 
 
1555, July 7th – As a result of earlier feuding, Robert, a brother to James Lord Somerville, 
and others, assaulted and cruelly wounded John Lindsay, the brother of the laird of 
Covington. 
 

FEUD ENDS IN MURDER 
 
1555, September 24th – The long running feud between the Lindsays and the Somervilles 
ended in the cruel slaughter of John Somerville, the brother to James Lord Somerville. Eleven 
weeks after being attacked by Somerville, John Lindsay retaliated. He, along with the laird 
and his neighbour, Johnstone of Westraw invaded the home of John Somerville. Whilst 
searching the house, Somerville escaped. He was chased to the dwelling house of John 
Haithwye, officer of Archibald, Earl of Angus, in Gaitsyde. There, Lindsay and his 
accomplices slew John Somerville. 
 

TWO ACCUSED OF MURDER 
 

1642 – Two local men were accused of the murder of another local man. The two accused 
were John Kunninghame in Warrenhill and John Carmichael in Perryflats. The victim was 
another John Carmichael. Sources did not reveal whether the accused John Carmichael was a 
relative of the deceased.  
 

COVENANTING CHARGES 
 

1672 – James Adam in Nether Warrenhill was served to appear before the Lord 
Commissioners at Edinburgh to explain his support given to those supporting the Covenant. 
 

LEADING COVENANTER CAPTURED AT 
COVINGTON 

 
1681 – Donald Cargill, one of the most prominent Covenanter preachers was captured on the 
farm of Covington Mill. He had been ousted from his charge as minister of the Barony 
Church in Glasgow. For several years he was a wandering field preacher and had been 
wounded at the battle of Bothwell Bridge. He preached a sermon on Dunsyre Common on the 
day before he was captured. The notorious Irvine of Bonshaw apprehended him at Covington 
Mill, where he had been given refuge by Andrew Fisher and his spouse Elizabeth Lindsay 
 
FOOTNOTE: Donald Cargill was taken to Edinburgh where he was executed on 27th July 
1681. 
 

TODDLER DROWNED IN WELL 
 
1850, April 22nd – A tragedy happened at Burnmouth when a toddler fell into a well and 
drowned. The fifteen month old boy who drowned was James Russell, the son of Samuel 
Russell, a farm labourer. 
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THE BARD OF THANKERTON 
1866 – The following poem was written by Archibald Galloway at the grand old age of 84. 
Archibald was a cotton handloom weaver in Thankerton. He was the youngest son of William 
Galloway, the miller in Thankerton Mill. His eldest brother David was the schoolmaster at 
Lamington; the second brother William succeeded his father as a miller and farmer; and the 
third brother James was a wright in Thankerton.  
 

 
LIKES TO TINTO 

 
Majestic Tinto, I have seen thee tower 

O’er minor hills full four score years and four, 
I’ve seen thee decked in all thy summer pride, 

With purple heather waving in thy side. 
 

I’ve seen thee dimly through a misty cloud, 
I’ve seen thee robed in snow, thy winter’s shroud, 

Through every varying season of the year, 
Thou’rt always interesting, ever dear. 

 
I’ve seen a cloud around thy summit form, 

Give indication of approaching storm, 
Dense and more dense it’s sable front would grow, 

Then burst in fury on the plain below. 
 

Lightning would flash and thunder wildly roar, 
Appalling hearts that scarce knew fear before, 

How oft in youth I’ve climbed thy slippery steep, 
Drank from thy crystal spring the waters sweet. 

 
Rested awhile to gain fresh strength and wind, 

And gaze upon the plain I left behind, 
What mighty changes come in four score years, 

What gleams of joy, what sorrow, and what tears. 
 

Nothing on earth is from mutation free, 
Yet, lovely hill, I mark no change on thee, 

Tinto, I love thee, but may never more 
Stand on the summit as in days of yore. 

 
Never again shall burst upon my sight, 

Scenes that at once astonish and delight, 
Doubtless you’ve stood since first the world began, 

Fulfilling part of the creator’s plan, 
How long thou’lt stand, no mortal tongue can tell, 

But thou hast done thy part, and done it well. 
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MONTHLY LECTURES 
(Report from the ‘Hamilton Advertiser’ dated 6th March 1869) 

1869 February 24th  - The series of this season’s monthly lectures was brought to a close on 
the evening of Wednesday, 24th ult., when the Rev. Thomas Miller, of St Stephen’s, Glasgow, 
delivered in the parish school an extremely interesting lecture on “What Books to Read and 
how to Read Them”. John Waugh Esq. of St John’s Kirk, occupied the chair, and introduced 
the lecturer in a few appropriate remarks. The lecture throughout was characterised by a 
breadth of thought, practical good sense, and liberality of sentiment, that might to a certain 
extent have been anticipated from the acknowledged talents and eminent attainments of the 
Rev. Mr Miller, who seemed on the occasion to meet with both the appreciation and the 
approval of his audience. At the conclusion, the customary votes of thanks were cordially 
responded to. 
 

FLORAL EXHIBITION AND SPORTS 
(Report from the ‘Hamilton Advertiser’ dated 28th August 1869) 

1869 August 21st  - The annual exhibition and competition of Covington Floral Society, as 
well as the annual sports, were held on Saturday, the 21st August, and fortunately the weather 
proved all that could be desired. The flowers, fruits, and vegetables, which were in general of 
a superior description, were tastefully arranged in the large marque belonging to the society, 
and the proceeds of admission money showed that the visitors must have been more 
numerous than those of last year’s exhibition. The show of fruit was perhaps never so good on 
any former occasion, and we believe that, taken as a whole, the judges – who were Messrs 
Johnston, Cormiston; Dall, Carwood; Robertson, Cornhill; and Tweedie, Eastend – were of 
opinion that the exhibition would have done no discredit to places of much higher 
pretensions. As regards the sports, the centre of interest as usual was the tilting at the ring, the 
first prize for which being a handsome gold ring, given by Lady Macdonald Lockhart, was 
keenly competed for by a strong force of cavaliers. A race with velocipedes was also this year 
an attractive novelty. Lists are added of successful competitors in the floral exhibition and the 
sports. 

FLORAL EXHIBITION 
Society Prizes. – Alexander Purdie, Covington – first prize for apples. Walter Rae, Drumalbin 
– first for red currants, black currants, lettuce, African marigolds; second for white 
gooseberries, garden turnips, eschalots, French marigolds, pinks. Wm. Purdie, Thankerton – 
first for white currants, raspberries, hydrangea; second for yellow gooseberries, phloxes, 
hardy herbaceous, dark fuchsia; third for black currants, garden turnips, carrots any sorts, 
nosegay. John Mitchell, Thankerton – first for strawberries, green gooseberries, heaviest do.; 
second for red gooseberries, onions spring sown, pods peas for a dish, do. Hodge-podge, plant 
parsley; third for yellow gooseberries. William Graham, Symington – first for red 
gooseberries, yellow do., early carrots, late do.; second for red currants, leeks; James 
Galloway, Thankerton – first for white gooseberries, potato onions. Jas. Brownlie, - first for 
garden potatoes, field do., peas for a dish, do. Hodge-podge, late cabbage; third for rhubarb. 
James Forrest, jun., Covington – first for turnips, garden dahlias, French narigolds, pinks, 
stocks, light fuchsia, dark do., flower in pot; second for cauliflower, savoy, verbenas, 
penstemons, annuals; third for peas hodge-podge, beans, antirrhinums, phloxes. Archibald 
Stodart, Hillhead – first for field turnips; second for parsnips; third for early carrots. William 
Purdie, Millands – first for parsnips, leeks, rhubarb, onions spring sown, eschalots, beans, 
early cabbage; second for garden potatoes, early carrots, late do., potato onions, lettuce, curly 
green; third for field potatoes, field turnips, plant parsley, cauliflower. James Bulloch, 
Covington – first for plant parsley; second for green gooseberries, field potatoes, early 
cabbage, sweet William; third for gooseberries, white lettuce. W. Minto, Biggar – first for 
cauliflower; second for roses. Watson Gilbert, Covington – first for curly green, savoy; 
second for antirrhinums; third for parsnips, pods peas for a dish, late cabbage. John Purdie, 
Thankerton – first for early cabbage, phloxes, penstemons; second for black currants, yellow 
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gooseberries, nosegay; third for scarlet geranium, stage do. Robert Gilbert, Covington – 
second for apples. James Forrest, sen. – first for gladiolus; second for white currants, heaviest 
gooseberries, leafed asters, stage geranium, bouquet; third for pinks, penstemons, annuals, 
calceolaria. John Purdie, Millands – second for raspberries, strawberries; third for white 
currants. John Tervit, Boat – second for field turnips. James Yuill, Covington – second for 
rhubarb, African marigolds, quilled asters, stocks. John Lindsay, Burnmouth – second for 
beans, hydrangea. William Davidson, Burnmouth – second for late cabbage. William Martin, 
Hillhead – first for pansies, herbaceous, scarlet geranium, calceolaria, nosegay, bouquet; 
second for flower in pot; third for red currants, green gooseberries, roses, French marigolds, 
verbenas, light fuchsia, dark do. Mr Hunter, M.A., Covington – first for roses, annuals; third 
for raspberries, hydrangea. James Brown, Carmichael – first for leafed asters, verbenas, sweet 
William, stage geranium; second for pansies, dahlias; third for red gooseberries, leeks, onions 
spring sown, early cabbage, African marigolds, quilled asters. Robt. Moffat, Symington – first 
for antirrhinums; third for stocks, sweet William. James Wilson, Covington – second for 
calceolaria. Mrs Paterson, Covington – third for apples. Thomas Porteous – third for 
strawberries, garden potatoes. John Rae, Biggar – third for pansies. Robert Davidson, 
Symington – third for herbaceous. 
 
Special Prizes. – James Bulloch, first for Scotch thistle. William Purdie, Thankerton – first 
for cut flowers, geranium, herbaceous, fuschia, pods peas; second for annuals, collection of 
small fruit. James Brown – first for bouquet, annuals; second for basket flowers, phloxes, 
penstemons, gladiolus, dahlias, marigolds, asters. James Forrest, jun. – first for basket of 
flowers, bouquet of everlastings, phloxes, penstemons, dahlias, marigolds, asters, pansies; 
second for phloxes, bouquet of flowers, cut flowers, cut geraniums, fuschias, pansies. William 
Martin – wedding bouquet, Scotch and French marigolds, double sweet Williams. John 
Purdie, Thankerton – first for phloxes, penstemons, gladiolus, blooms fuchsia; second for 
Scotch thistle, love-lies-bleeding, wild heath bouquet. Watson Gilbert – first for ten week 
stock, curly green, heaviest cabbage, leeks, parsnips, carrots, peas. Walter Rae – first for 
pansies, love-lies-bleeding, wild heath bouquet; second for pansies, white eschallots. Mr 
Hunter, M.A., - first for annuals; second for herbaceous. James Brownlie – first for potatoes, 
turnips, carrots, raspberries, strawberries; second for heaviest potatoes. William Purdie, 
Millands – first for basket of vegetables, small basket do., heaviest potatoes, autumn onions, 
leeks, parsnips, carrots, cauliflower; second for potatoes, turnips, carrots, potato onions, 
eschallots. Archibald Stodart – first for heaviest turnips. James Galloway – first for potato 
onions, eschallots, white eschallots, collection of small fruit, top eke of honey. William 
Minto, jun. – first for best grown vegetable; second for cauliflower. Michael Dolland, Biggar 
– first for potatoes, turnips, carrots; second for baking apples. William Davidson – first for 
early cabbage. John Mitchell, first for peas, strawberries, gooseberries, raspberries, 4 sorts 
gooseberries; second for basket of vegetables. Rev, James Hoggan, Covington Manse – first 
for baking apples. James Forrest, sen. – second for wedding bouquet, phloxes, penstemons, 
annuals; third for Scotch thistle. Robt, Davidson, Symington – second for double sweet 
William. John Tervit – second for heaviest turnips. John Lindsay – second for best grown 
vegetable. James Murray – second for potatoes, turnips, carrots. John Purdie, Millands – 
second for strawberries, gooseberries, raspberries, 4 sorts gooseberries. Mrs Brownlie, 
Alyhead – first for tumbler of jelly. Miss Janet Purdie, Millands – second for tumbler of jelly. 
 

GYMNASTIC GAMES 
Quoits – 1st, John Purdie, Millands, Thankerton; 2nd, Alexander Purdie, Thankerton; 3rd , Jas. 
Galloway, Thankerton. (13 entries). 
Tilting at the Ring on Horseback – 1st, William Prentice, Biggar Common; 2nd, John Lindsay, 
Pettinain. (9 entries). 
Race for Youths under 16 – 1st, David Somerville, Covington; 2nd, Graham Crawford, 
Thankerton. (4 entries). 
Velocipede Race – 1st, James Wilson, Symington; 2nd, John Muir, Biggar (3 entries). 
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200 Yards Race – 1st, William Gilbert, Carmichael; 2nd, Edward Hunter, Muirfoot, 
Carmichael. (2 entries). 
Putting the Ball – 1st, Edward Hunter, Muirfoot, Carmichael. (2 entries). 
Putting the Ball – 1st, Edward Hunter, 33ft 2in; 2nd, John Hislop, Carmichael, 30ft 11in. (3 
entries). 
Long Race – 1st, William Gilbert; 2nd, Andrew Brown, Grange, Pettinain. (3 entries). 
Running High Leap – 1st, Edward Hunter, 4ft 10in; 2nd, Adam Smith, Pettinain. (4 entries). 
Vaulting the Pole – 1st, Archibald French, Pettinain; 2nd, John Telfer, Pettinain. (2 entries). 
Basket and Stone Race – 1st, Thomas Arnot, Pettinain; 2nd, William Gilbert, Carmichael. (4 
entries). 
Running Hop, Step, and Leap – 1st, Edward Hunter; 2nd, William Gilbert. (2 entries). 
Sack Race – 1st, William Henderson, Covington; 2nd, Graham Crawford, Thankerton. (4 
entries). 
Hurdle Race – 1st, William Gilbert; 2nd, Andrew Brown, Grange, Pettinain. (3 entries). 
Special Prizes – A race for boys under 14 – 1st David Somerville, Covington; 2nd, Andrew 
Young, Pettinain (5 ran). A race for boys under 12 – 1st, Rob Ritchie, Libberton; 2nd, William 
Young, Pettinain (6 ran). A race for boys under 10 – 1st, Graham Crawford, Thankerton; 2nd, 
Robert Shankie, Pettinain (3 ran); A race for boys under 8 – 1st, Laurence Somerville, 
Covington; 2nd, John Henderson, Covington (4 ran). A race for boys under 10 – 1st, Graham 
Crawford, Thankerton; 2nd, David Clark, Pettinain (4 ran). 
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FLOWER SHOW & SPORTS 
(Report from the ‘Hamilton Advertiser’ dated 26th August 1871) 

19th August 1871 – The annual exhibition and competition of Covington Horticultural and 
Floricultural Society, took place on Saturday last. As formerly the fruits and flowers which 
were orderly and tastefully arranged, were exhibited in the society’s large marque erected on 
the school green. The annual sports were held on the same day, and seemed to be well 
contested. The tilting at the ring, as usual, appeared to excite the most interest. The weather 
was very favourable with the exception that one heavy shower fell very inopportunely during 
the sports; but, upon the whole, both the sports and flower show were well attended, and the 
floral exhibition was undoubtedly quite up to the mark of former years; whilst in some 
respects, such as regards roses and phloxes, a fine exhibition of ferns, &c., the display was 
perhaps superior to anything formerly seen here. The Judges, whose awards gave general 
satisfaction were Messrs Johnston, Cormiston; Gillies, Biggar Park; Greenshields, Broughton; 
and J. T. Gentles, Orchard. The following is a summary of the prize-list:- 
 
                First   Second   Third    Total 

J. Purdie, Millands - - - 3 1 0 4 
James Galloway, Thankerton - - 3 1 2 6 
Thomas Porteous, Hillhead - - 0 1 2 3 
W. Gilbert, Carmichael - - - 2 0 0 2 
Alex Purdie, Wellbrae  - - 0 1 0 1 
Rev James Hoggan - - - 0 1 2 3 
Janet Rae, Carmichael  - - 3 6 0 9 
William Martin, Hillhead - - 4         15 4         23 
James Forrest, Sen - - - 5 7 4         16 
Walter Rae, Lamington - - - 0 1 4 5 
John Purdie, Jun, Thankerton - - 4 4 3         11 
William Purdie, Thankerton - -         14 9 3         26 
James Forrest, Jun - - -         14          11     7         32 
John Mitchell, Thankerton - - 8 5 2         15 
William Graham, Symington - - 5 1 1 7 
James Howieson,      do - - - 0 0 1 1 
James Bulloch  - - - 0 4 1 5 
James Brown, Carmichael - -         13 2 2         17 
James Brownlie - - - - 5 7 3         15 
William Purdie, Jun, Millands - - 7 7 5         19 
Archd. Stodart, Hillhead - - 2 1 1 4 
John Tervit, Thankerton Boat - - 0 0 1 1 
John Rae, Biggar - - - 6 0 1 7 
John Lindsay, Burnmouth - - 0 0 1 1 
Watson Gilbert - - - - 1 4 1 6 
James Graham, Symington - - 1 0 0 1 
J. Archibald, Biggar - - - 1 0 0 1 
James Stodart, Quothquan - - 1 0 0 1 
Michael Dolan, Biggar - - - 1 0 0 1 
Janet Purdie, Thankerton - - 1 0 0 1 
Charles Bulloch - - - - 0 1 0 1 
Mary Rae, Lamington - - - 1 0 0 1 
Mrs Janet Purdie, Thankerton - - 0 1 0 1 
Robert Moffat, Symington - - 1 0 0 1 
Robert Anderson - - - 1 0 0 1 
William Galloway - - - 1 0 0 1 
William Linton - - - - 0 1 0 1 



 81 

The prize for the best tumbler of strawberry jam went to Jane E. Stirling, Edinburgh. Maggie 
Tennant, Carnwath, was first for yellow gooseberry jelly, and Janet Mitchell, Thankerton, 
second. 
 

GYMNASTIC GAMES 
Quoits – William Purdie and John Purdie, Millands; and James Galloway, divided. Quoits for 
youths under 15 – 1st, Charles Bulloch, Covington; 2nd, Thomas Orr, Covington; 3rd, David 
Brown, Muirhouse. Tilting at the ring on horseback – 1st, Adam Smith, Pettinain; 2nd, Adam 
Stodart, Covington. Race for youths under 16 – 1st, David Sommerville, Covington; 2nd  
Richard Lithgow, Pettinain. 200 yards race – 1st, William Gilbert, Covington; 2nd, - Maxwell, 
Symington. Long race – 1st, James Elder, Covington; 2nd John Dickson, Symington. Running 
high leap – Adam Smith and John Tweddle, divided. Sack race – 1st, William Henderson, 
Covington; 2nd, Graham Crawford, Carmichael. Vaulting with the pole – 1st, JohnTweddle, 
Adam Smith and Archibald French, equal. Three-legged race – 1st, Adam Smith and Archd. 
French; 2nd, William Gilbert and James Elder. Running hop, step and leap – 1st, Adam Smith; 
2nd, William Prentice, Covington. Putting the ball – 1st, - Todd, Symington; 2nd, Edward 
Campbell. Basket and stone race – 1st, Robt. Robertson, Pettinain; 2nd, James Elder. Hurdle 
race – 1st, William Gilbert; 2nd, - Maxwell. Race for boys under 10 – 1st, David Core, 
Carmichael; 2nd, L. Sommerville, Covington. Race for boys under 14 – 1st, Richard Lithgow, 
Pettinain; 2nd, David Core. 
 

COURSE OF LECTURES 
(A report from the ‘Hamilton Advertiser’) 

1871, December 2nd – Arrangements have been made for continuing here, during the winter 
months, the series of lectures which have heretofore been very successful and well 
appreciated. The opening lecture of this season’s course was given on the evening of Monday, 
the 27th ult., by the Rev Mr Hoggan of Covington, who gave a very interesting, and 
sometimes highly amusing, account of his experiences during a short sojourn to Germany in 
1871, - contrasting with those of our own country the habits and manners of continental life, 
and giving an eloquently graphic description of the natural scenery – the public buildings, 
institutions, &c., falling more immediately under his own observation. The lecture was 
listened to with evident gratification by the audience for well on to two hours. At the 
conclusion, the customary votes of thanks were proposed and cordially responded to; and 
intimation was made that the second lecture of the course would be delivered in the Parish 
School-room early in January next. 
 

COURSE OF LECTURES 
(A report from the ‘Hamilton Advertiser’) 

1874, January 10th – The second lecture of this season’s course was given in the Public 
School, here, on the evening of Friday, the 2nd inst. Fears were entertained that the attendance 
might be less than usual, both from the state of the weather and the particular season of the 
year; but, notwithstanding, there was a very good audience, attracted, no doubt, by the name 
of the gentleman who was to lecture – the Rev Mr Somerville, now of College Church, 
Glasgow. On this occasion the subject chosen was “An early hero of the Pacific Coast”, and 
had reference to one whose name and fame are but little heard of in books – David Douglas, 
the botanist – a man, among not a few others, who is an honour to the land that gave him 
birth, and of men like whom, too, Scotland is justly proud. David Douglas was of very 
humble rank in life, but by self-denying and persevering labour of hands and brain, he had 
qualified himself, at an early age, to be selected by a great public association as their agent in 
exploring the then almost unknown, but perilous, sea-board of the vast American Continent, 
and the savage interior, in search chiefly of botanical specimens. The wonderful story of this 
heroic Scotsman’s terrible journeys, the all but insuperable obstacles he overcame, his perils 
from savage beasts and still more savage men, his indomitable courage, unflagging energy, 
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and presence of mind in the midst of the most appalling dangers, was not compiled from 
books, but learned by the lecturer himself on the very spot that had formed the arena of the 
events. In these regions the name of David Douglas cannot ever be forgot so long as the 
“Douglas Pine” continues to rear its giant stem; but, besides this monument to his memory, 
the lecturer had found that the tale of his strange career and of his deplorable and tragic fate 
was still fresh in both the memory and the heart, alike of the prairie merchant, the lone 
trapper, and the roving Indian “brave”, in whose wigwam this “Great Medicine” was still held 
in honour. In such circumstances it may well be credited that many of the audience had their 
sympathies deeply stirred at the recital of this story by one possessing such gifts of oratory 
and unique powers of personation as are possessed by the accomplished lecturer. At the 
conclusion a very hearty vote of thanks was accorded to the Rev. Mr Somerville. 
 

QUOITING HANDICAP 
(A report from the ‘Hamilton Advertiser’) 

1877, July 21st – The members of the Covington Quoiting Club met on their ground here on 
Saturday last, to play their annual match. The long continuance of wet weather made the 
ground too soft and not very well fitted for the occasion, as the night advanced rain fell so 
heavily that it put a stop to their play. The party met again on Monday night and (as it 
happened to be Glasgow Fair Week) there was a good attendance of onlookers. The following 
is a list of the successful winners:- 1st, John Purdie, Millands; 2nd, William Purdie, Millands. 
Consolation Stakes – 1st, William Steele, Thankerton Boat; 2nd, Daniel Watson, Thankerton. 
 

PRESENTATION 
(A report from the ‘Hamilton Advertiser’) 

1878, January 19th – Mr Alexander Purdie, farmer, Millands, being about to retire into 
private life, a few of his friends thought it a befitting time to present him with a tangible token 
of respect, and in consideration of the many services he had rendered them. A few of the 
subscribers met at Millands the other evening, and, after partaking of tea, Mr Bell, in name of 
the subscribers presented Mr Purdie with a purse of sovereigns. Mr Purdie (who is now eighty 
two years of age) in a very feeling manner, thanked the subscribers for the kind and generous 
gift. The remainder of the evening was spent in song, toast and sentiment. 
 
 

COVINGTON PUBLIC SCHOOL 
 

1878, May – The school was examined by Her Majesty’s Inspector on the 17th of May and 
the following is his report. – “This school is in a very satisfactory state of efficiency. The 
standard work was well done, but the writing in the lower standards is capable of 
improvement. The intelligence of the second and third standards has been very well 
developed. The arithmetic of the infants was exceedingly good”. The amount of grant is £55-
16s, on an average attendance of 53. 
 

QUOITING HANDICAP 
(A report from the ‘Hamilton Advertiser’) 

1878, July 20th – The annual handicap of the Covington Quoiting Club took place on their 
ground here on Thurday 11th inst. The weather being favourable there was a good turnout of 
players and onlookers. Some excellent play was witnessed during the evening. The following 
is a list of the successful winners:- 1st – James Galloway, Thankerton; 2nd – James Stodart, 
Covington; 3rd – William Elder, Thankerton. Consolation Stakes – 1st – Alexander Buchanan, 
Thankerton; 2nd – William Anderson, Covington. The members of the Club met again on 
Saturday the 13th inst to compete for prizes given by a few friends. The weather being again 
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favourable, there was a large turnout of players, and also a goodly number of spectators. The 
following is a list of the winners:- 1st – James Stodart, Covington; 2nd – Andrew Vassie, 
Thankerton; 3rd – John Stodart, Covington. Consolation Stakes – 1st – Francis Braidwood, 
Covington; 2nd – James Braidwood, Covington. 
 
 

DISCOVERY OF ANCIENT CEMETERY 
 

Autumn 1878 – A small ancient cemetery was found on the banks of the Clyde on the farm 
of Sherifflats. Mr Bell, the farmer there, had unearthed some urns when levelling the crown of 
a gravel hillock which was partially removed many years ago. Mr Bell was fortunate in being 
able to extract three urns almost entire. Two of these were very large. Mr Carfrae, one of the 
curators of the Scottish Museum and Mr Joseph Anderson, assistant secretary and keeper of 
the museum, visited Sherifflats, and with the help of Mr Bell made a complete examination of 
the site of the ancient burial ground. A further four urns were excavated of which one was of 
the small variety often termed “incense cups.” Many more were found in fragments. One of 
the most entire was got at a depth of about four feet. Some deposits of burnt bones had no urn 
with them, and one was enclosed in an imperfect cist. The large urns were inverted over the 
deposit of burnt bones. 
 
 

AMATEUR DRAMATIC CLUB 
(A report from the ‘Hamilton Advertiser’) 

1884, January 12th – The members of this club, under the able management of Mr Tervit, 
gave the annual entertainment in the school room on the evenings of Friday and Saturday, 28th 
and 29th ult. On both nights their efforts were rewarded with a house crowded to excess. The 
piece chosen for representation was that fascinating drama “The Rover’s Bride”, followed 
after an interval of ten minutes by the side-splitting farce, “April Fool”. The members in their 
respective characters sustained each part throughout in a praiseworthy manner, displaying at 
times considerable artistic ability. The audience showed how thoroughly they appreciated the 
performance by loud and frequent outbursts of applause. The proceedings were enlivened 
with select tunes on the violin by the well known local violinists, Messrs J. and J. Wilson, J. 
Purdie and P. Marshall. 
 
 

COVINGTON CONCERT 
(A report from the ‘Hamilton Advertiser’) 

1890, December 20th – A Grand Amateur Concert under the auspices of the Covington 
Amateur Horticultural and Floricultural Society was held on the evening of Friday last week, 
when a large and appreciative audience filled the schoolroom. The following gentlemen 
kindly gave their services – Mr Alexander Purdie, Thankerton; Mr James Tweedie (Junior), 
Biggar; Mr William Brown, Lanark; Mr Archibald Bulloch, Glasgow; Mr William 
McMurtrie, Mr Dick and Mr Tweedie, Abington. After a short introductory speech by the 
chairman (The Rev W. C. Macgregor) the various gentlemen exerted themselves to their 
utmost to make the concert a success, which it undoubtedly was both in merit and also in the 
attendance. After the chairman had thanked the gentlemen for their kindness in coming and a 
vote of thanks to the chairman proposed by Mr Bell, Sherifflats, had been given, the meeting 
separated. 
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THE LATE SIR WYNDHAM ANSTRUTHER 
THE FUNERAL 
Died 26th January, 1898 

31st January, 1898 – Sir Windham C. J. Carmichael Anstruther, Bart., was buried on Monday 
afternoon in the family vault situated within the old graveyard of Carmichael, now known as 
“The Kirk Hill”, and lying north-east of Carmichael House. The funeral was, as far as 
possible, of a private nature, only personal friends and the tenantry being invited, while it was 
requested that no flowers should be sent. Among the mourners were many leading county 
gentlemen, County and Parish Councillors, etc., and with the tenantry turning out almost to a 
man, the funeral cortege was one of the largest we have seen in the Upper Ward. The service 
commenced at the entrance hall of Carmichael House, and was conducted by Rev. J. D. W. 
Gibson of Carmichael Church. Thereafter the funeral procession was formed, and the coffin 
was carried shoulder high by the servants on the estate, many of whom have been there since 
Sir Windham came into the property. When the coffin was brought to the vault, the solemn 
service was resumed, Mr Gibson still officiating, and when the body was consigned to its last 
resting-place, it was observed many were deeply moved. The late Sir Wyndham was a major 
landowner of much of land in what was originally the old parish of Thankerton. 
 
 
 

COVINGTON LEEK CLUB 
(Report from the ‘Hamilton Advertiser’) 

1899 November 4th – The annual exhibition of the above club was held in the School-room 
on Saturday afternoon, 21st ult., and was fully up to the average of former years, both in 
number of exhibits and in quality. The field turnips were considered good, the three heaviest 
being 34lbs. Potatoes, greens, parsley, celery, and other vegetables, flowers, oats, etc., were 
also well represented, and the prizes keenly competed for. A new class for the best table 
bouquet of cut flowers was introduced this season; the exhibits shown were specially 
admired. Two new prizes for jelly and oatmeal cakes respectively, were also offered as a 
ladies’ class, and were well competed for. During the day and also in the evening the show 
was well attended. The judges were:- Messrs Alex. Brunton, Lindsaylands, Biggar; John 
Tweedie, Biggar Park; Bailie Rae, Woodville, Biggar; W. Leslie, Cormiston Towers; and 
James Clarkson, Prettsmill, Lanark (for oats and field turnips). Prizes as follows:- 
Three turnips, yellow, field grown – 1. Watson Gilbert, Carmichael; 2. James Sliman, 
Hyndford Bridge; 3. William Lyon, Quothquan Mill. Three turnips, swedes, field grown – 1. 
Ebenezer Brown, Newside, Carmichael; 2. H. G. Brown Esq., Covington Mill; 3. James 
Sliman. Heaviest three turnips, yellow, field grown – 1. David Clark, Cloburnwood, 
Carmichael; 2. James Sliman; 3. Watson Gilbert. Heaviest three turnips, swedes, field grown 
– 1. Ebenezer Brown; 2. James Sliman; 3. Watson Gilbert. Heaviest savoy – 1. Alex. Brown, 
Carmichael; 2. William Linton, Newside Cottage, Carmichael; 3. William Stodart, Wellbrae, 
Covington. Heaviest late cabbage – 1. James Sliman; 2. Gavin Scott, Eastertown, Quothquan; 
3 (equal). Alexander Brown and Thomas Scott, Hillhead, Covington. Heaviest six potatoes 
field grown – 1. Watson Gilbert; 2. David Clark; 3. Alexander Brown. Three leeks – 1. Felix 
Murray, Broadford Crossing, Biggar; 2. James Stodart, Thankerton; 3. Alex. Brown. Six 
potatoes – 1. Peter Marshall, Thankerton; 2. John Forrest, Thankerton; 3. John L. Stodart, 
Thankerton Toll. Three beetroots – 1. Thomas Laing, Biggar; 2. Thomas Inglis, Hyndford 
Bridge; 3. John Black, Covington Mains. One curly green – 1. John L. Stodart; 2. James 
Stodart; 3. Felix Murray. Two heads celery, one red and one white – 1. Alex. Brown; 2. 
George Anderson, Covington; 3. John R. Tervit, Roseland, Covington. Three golden ball 
turnips – 1. William Lyon; 2. Peter Marshall; 3. Felix Murray. One plant parsley in pot – 1. 
James Sliman; 2. Alex. Brown; 3. George Anderson. One red cabbage – 1. Thomas Laing; 2. 
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James Alexander, Carnwath; 3. David Clark. Two blanched leeks, not under three inches in 
circumference – 1. Alex. Brown; 2. John Robertson, Eastend; 3. Felix Murray. Four onions, 
raised from seed – 1. James Sliman; 2. Alex. Brown; 3. William Linton. Heaviest six 
potatoes, garden grown – 1. John Stodart; 2. Alex. Brown. Basket of vegetables – 1. George 
Anderson; 2. James Sliman. Two turnips and two potatoes – 1. Peter Marshall. Dish of 
Brussel sprouts, not to exceed twenty – Alexander Brown; 2. John L. Stodart. Six varieties 
potatoes named, six tubers of each variety – 1. David Clark; 2. Peter Marshall. Two parsnips 
and two beetroots – 1. George Anderson; 2. Alex. Brown. Six plants for table decoration – 1. 
John Purdie, The Library, Covington; 2. George Anderson. Small basket of vegetables – 1. 
William Lyon; 2. John L. Stodart. Three potato onions and three eschalots – 1. Felix Murray; 
2. John L. Stodart. Three carrots – 1. Watson Gilbert; 2. Thomas Laing. Twelve tomatoes, 
two sorts, six of each – 1. John R. Tervit; 2. George Anderson. Four leeks – 1. Alexander 
Brown. One potato and one turnip – 1. John Forrest; 2. William Lyon. Plant in pot and in 
flower – 1. George Anderson; 2. John R. Tervit. Two white turnips, two carrots and two leeks 
– 1. Felix Murray; 2. Thomas Inglis. Three leeks – 1. Felix Murray. Small basket of 
vegetables – 1. James Stodart; 2. William Stodart; 3. John L. Stodart. Six carrots, three 
varieties, two of each – 1. John Black. Fourteen pounds oats grown in 1899 – 1. Peter 
Marshall; 2. H. G. Brown Esq.; Table bouquet – 1. George Anderson; 2. John R. Tervit. Eight 
potatoes, four white and four coloured – 1. John Robertson; 2. George Anderson. Two golden 
ball turnips – 1. William Lyon. Three plants for table decoration – 1. John R. Tervit. Six 
carrots, three sorts, two of each variety – 1. Watson Gilbert. Six potatoes, all one variety – 1. 
George Anderson. One white turnip, one white potato and one carrot – 1. Watson Gilbert. 
Two golden ball and two white turnip – 1. William Lyon. One plant parsley in pot – 1. John 
R. Tervit. Basket of vegetables – 1. John L. Stodart. Best root or vegetable in the exhibition – 
Thomas Inglis. Three oatmeal cakes, baked in any manner – 1. Miss Tervit, Roseland, 
Covington. Tumbler apple jelly – 1. Miss Buchanan, The Library, Covington; 2. Miss Tervit. 
 
 

BOWLING CLUB CONCERT 
(A report from the ‘Hamilton Advertiser’) 

1899, December 2nd – One of the best concerts held here for many a day took place in the 
Public School, on Wednesday, 23rd ult. There was a large attendance, and the concert proved 
a great success. Mr John R. Tervit had succeeded in enlisting the services of a first rate 
company. We were pleased to see the lady performers on this occasion, as they have not been 
prominent at former concerts here. The singing of the Misses Black, Glasgow, was of a style 
quite new to a Covington audience, and needless to say, they had a good deal to do with the 
evening’s success. Our old friend, Mr Kerr, Abington, sang in his usual well-known style, 
while Mr Pettigrew, Lamington, capitally hit of the humorous portion of the programme. The 
neat and clever dancing of Mr Lawson, Lanark, was greatly admired and his fine performance 
with the Indian clubs showed that he had nothing new to learn in this line. Messrs Yuill and 
Young, Lanark, as instrumentalists, are a host in themselves, and, with the one at the violin 
and the other at the piano, the proceedings went merrily along. Mr Carse, Glasgow, gave an 
exhibition on the gramophone, but owing to the heated nature of the room the result was only 
partially successful. Mr Tervit, who acted as Chairman, moved a vote of thanks to all those 
who had so kindly given their services. An assembly which followed was largely attended, 
and the young ladies and gents will long remember the grand and stirring music supplied 
them by our friends in Lanark.  
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GOLF COURSE OPENED 
 
1905 June 10th – Thankerton’s nine hole golf course was opened by Captain Thomson 
Carmichael of Eastend on June the tenth. The course has a superb location on the gently 
sloping banks of the Clyde between Boat Farm and Muirhouse Farm. The Rev. Mr 
MacGregor, who presided at the opening ceremony, suggested that one of the reasons for the 
popularity of golf was that “it was not confined to the lords of creation, but ladies could and 
did join in the game”. To demonstrate the point, Lady Anstruther Carmichael drove the first 
ball using a club with which she was presented on the occasion.  
 

 
Mrs Hanbury-Tracey drove the first ball 

N.B. – The Haskell golf ball used by Lady Anstruther Carmichael is now in a glass case in the  
collection of Biggar Museum Trust. 

 
 
 

TRAIN CRASH AT THANKERTON 
 
1908 February 6th – At 1.45am several wagons of a heavy goods train from Carlisle left the 
line at Thankerton. A number of the wagons were overturned and their goods scattered on the 
farmland. By 7.45am, one line had been cleared sufficiently to allow traffic through and by 
4pm normal service had been resumed.  
Note: There was a second train crash in 1913. 
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CARPET BOWLING CLUB OFFICIALS 
 
 1910-1911 Season  - The office bearers elected to the newly founded Thankerton 
Carpet Bowling Club were:- 
PATRONS: Lord Newlands; Sir Nathaniel Dunlop, LLD; Sir Walter Menzies MP; M. 
Thomson Carmichael, Esq.; George Dunlop, Esq.; Andrew More, Esq. 
HONORARY PRESIDENT: Rev. W. C. MacGregor. 
HONORARY VICE PRESIDENT: Mr P. Marshall (life member). 
PRESIDENT: Mr John Forrest, Ardmay. 
VICE PRESIDENT: Mr Thomas Hutchison. 
COMMITTEE: President, Vice President and Messrs William Forrest; P. Marshall; William 
Plenderleith; James Purdie; Thomas Wharrie; John Angus. 
HONORARY SECRETARY & TREASURER: David Dargie, Aldersyde, Thankerton 
AUDITORS: Mr John Forrest, Ardmay; Mr John Forrest, Post Office. 
 

GOLF CLUB OFFICIALS 
 
Office Bearers elected at Thankerton Golf Club for the 1913 Season were:- 
PATRONS: Lord Lamington; Major the Hon. A. Hanbury-Tracy, CMG; The Hon. William 
Watson; Sir Walter Menzies, MP; George Dunlop Esq. WS; P. MacLellan Esq. 
PATRONESSES: The Hon Mrs Hanbury-Tracy; Mrs Thomson Carmichael; Mrs Dunlop; 
Mrs MacLellan. 
HONORARY PRESIDENT: Captain Thomson Carmichael. 
HONORARY VICE PRESIDENTS: Harold G. Brown, Esq.; J. C. Jarrett, Esq. 
CAPTAIN: George Ballantyne. 
VICE CAPTAIN: William T. Johnston. 
COMMITTEE: Rev. W. C. MacGregor; Messrs David Dargie; George Dickson; John Forrest 
(Post Office); Thomas Lightbody; and Captain, Vice Captains and Secretaries. 
GREENS CONVENERS: Captain and Vice Captains. 
HONORARY JOINT SECRETARIES: John Forrest, Ardmay, Thankerton & John Lithgow, 
Boat Cottage, Thankerton. 
 

SUICIDE AT THANKERTON 
 
February 1913 – The body of Alexander Clemison, a ploughman at Sherifflats, was found on 
the Caledonian Railway at Thankerton. It appeared the deceased, who was 20 years of age 
and the son of James Clemison, a molecatcher in Skirling, had been keeping company with a 
young woman for some time. Apparently a difference of opinion had taken place between 
them as a suicide note was found beside the body. 

 

FOOT AND MOUTH STRIKES PARISH 
 
1926 January 1st – The plague of foot and mouth disease that has been sweeping the country 
was confirmed on dairy cows on the farm of Mr Allan Campbell of Warrenhill on New Years 
morning. As a result, all livestock on the farm had to be slaughtered. The stock consisted of a 
dairy herd and sheep stock. Mr Campbell had hoped that his sheep flock on the Chesters Hill 
would not be included as they had no contact with the cattle, but rules were very stringent and 
they too were slaughtered. The carcases were all burnt and the ashes buried in a lime pit on 
the farm. 
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CARMICHAEL ANSTRUTHER DISTRICT NURSING 
ASSOCIATION 

 
1926 – The Association was formed to “provide skilled nursing for persons in their own 
homes without distinction of creed.” To achieve this aim subscriptions and donations were 
sought from local people within the three parishes of Covington & Thankerton, Carmichael 
and Pettinain, fund raising activities were commenced and a sizeable area of land in 
Thankerton was feud from Carmichael Estate for a minimal feu of one shilling per year. A 
house was then built on part of this land at a cost of £600 funded by a £500 mortgage loan 
from the County Council of Lanark. The feu charter was granted to “The Honourable Sylvia 
Hanbury Tracy, Honorary President, David Inglis, Honorary Secretary, both of the 
Carmichael Anstruther Nursing Association and L. A. Morrison, factor, on the Carmichael 
and Mauldslie Estates and to their successors in the said offices. 
 
 
 
 

WRI CHILDRENS PARTY 
1932 

 
Back Row: Ramsay Muirhead, Gordon Hannah, Chrissie Paul, David Wilson, William Williamson, 

Gintie Smillie, Adam Williamson, Nancy McQuid, Ruby Paul, Betty Paul (barely visible) 
Front Row: Sammy Paul, Gilbert Muirhead (Hillhead), Isobel Moffat, Margaret Watson, Bertha Noble 
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GIFTS TO CHURCH 
(A report from the ‘Hamilton Advertiser’) 

1933 – A large and interested congregation attended the morning service at St Michael’s 
Church on Sunday last when the communion table, chairs and other gifts generously 
presented to the church by Dr Alexander Darling, of Princes Street, Edinburgh, were 
dedicated. Every seat in the church was occupied when the service, which was conducted by 
the minister, the Rev Millar Ogilvie, commenced. It is interesting to note that it was also 
through the generosity of Dr Darling that the interior of the church was altered and re-
decorated to suit the new communion table. During the service, Dr Darling and the Rev 
William C. MacGregor, former minister of the parish, with members of the kirk session, sat at 
the communion table, which was placed at the top of the church, by the side of the pulpit. The 
Old Testament lesson, Psalm 103, and the New Testament lesson, from 1st Corinthians, 
Chapter 13, were both read by Dr Darling. 
 
 In presenting the new communion table and gifts to the congregation of the church he 
loved so well, Dr Darling stated that he had come to Thankerton with his parents from 
Carmichael – where he was born – when he was five years of age, and he spent 10 years of a 
happy boyhood in that beautiful countryside. It was now sixty years since he had ceased to 
worship in that church with his father, mother, brothers and sisters. Those sixty years were 
fraught with memories, but nothing could ever take from him his remembrance of the scenes 
in that fair district where he had had his home. The first minister he could remember was the 
Rev James Watson, grandfather of the present Lord Thankerton. Then came the Rev James 
Hoggan, and, next, the Rev William M’Gregor. The present minister was, therefore, fourth in 
his recollection to serve the parish. He could not imagine anything that would have pleased 
his father more than to know that the church in which he had been an elder for over 30 years 
should hold so fitting a memorial as that which he now had the privilege of handing over. It 
was a source of great satisfaction to him that Mr MacGregor had been good enough to come 
that day and take part in the service. Dr Darling then asked the Rev Millar Ogilvie to accept 
the communion table and other gifts on behalf of the kirk session, congregation, and parish, 
stating that he did not doubt for one moment that they would be held in the greatest reverence. 
 
 The Rev Mr Ogilvie then said that on behalf of the kirk session and congregation he 
accepted these gifts as a sacred trust. They would be guarded reverently in honour of the lives 
in whose memory they were given. The gifts would not only beautify and adorn the church, 
but would add dignity to the administration of the sacrament. 
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“THANKERTON” THIRD IN DERBY 
 
May 1936 – The villagers of Thankerton took a special interest in this year’s Derby Stakes, 
owing to the fact that Thankerton, owned by Mrs James Shand, was one of the runners. 
Thankerton was well backed with considerable money on it “each way”. A party from Lanark 
went to Epsom, including Mr Peter Shand, ex-Provost and brother-in-law of Thankerton’s 
owner. 
 
 In the race, Thankerton had very bad luck, being kicked in the knee while at the post 
and also losing a bit of ground at the start. However, at one point in the race Thankerton was 
about four lengths clear of Mahmoud, but the Aga Khan’s grey crept up and took the lead 
about a quarter of a mile from home. Mr T. Burns, Thankerton’s jockey, said “I lost a length 
or two at the start through one or two shutting me out. After going half a mile I had to make 
up ground, and was then nicely placed. Down the hill I shot four lengths ahead, and led into 
the straight by fully that margin. When Mahmoud came to me about two furlongs from home 
he quickly settled matters”. 
 
 N.B. Mrs Shand’s husband, James, was the owner of another locally named horse 
Hyndford Bridge, who finished second in the 1000 Guineas. Having been covered by Orwell, 
she was sold for 2,400 guineas in 1937 to start a breeding career at Major L. B. Holliday’s 
Cleaboy Stud. Hyndford Bridge was the dam of Falls of Clyde, who became a successful 
stallion. 
 
 

EPSOM DERBY STAKES of £9,934 5s 
Wednesday 27 May 1936 

Run over one mile and one half mile 
1. H.H.Aga Khan’s grey colt MAHMOUD 
    by Blenheim out of Mah Mahal 
    ridden by Charlie Smirke    SP 100-8 

   2. H.H.Aga Khan’s bay colt TAJ AKBAR 
    by Fairway out of Taj Shirin 
    ridden by Gordon Richards     SP 6-1 

   3. Mrs J. Shand’s br. Colt THANKERTON 
        by Manna out of Verdict 
        ridden by T. Burns     SP 33-1 
   Favourite PAY UP (4th) 
   Won by 3 lengths; three parts of a length 
   Time: 2minutes 33 & 4/5seconds (record) 
   22 ran out of an original entry of 287  
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LOCAL MAN AWARDED MILITARY MEDAL 
 
1945 – Mr & Mrs George McMahon, 40 Millbrae Terrace, Thankerton, have received 
intimation that their son Cpl George McMahon, Royal Welch Fusiliers, has been awarded the 
Military Medal. He has since the Normandy landing been wounded twice, arriving back in 
Britain on VE Day. He has now joined his unit in the B.L.A. 
 
The Citation States that on the night of 16/17th February 1945, Fusilier McMahon was taking 
part in a night attack in order to capture some high ground in the south eastern corner of the 
Reichswald Forest. Early in the attack the majority of the NCOs in the platoon were wounded 
and Fusilier McMahon took command of a section. The night was dark and there was much 
confused fighting and control was extremely difficult. As the platoon approached their 
objectives, several Spandaus (German machine guns) which had been previously neutralised 
by the barrage, opened up. Keeping admirable control of the section Fusilier McMahon 
worked forward, rushed and silenced in succession two Spandau posts thus enabling the 
platoon to reach their objectives. Throughout the night Fusilier McMahon showed great dash 
and a fine sense of leadership. But for his efforts it is doubtful if that platoon would have been 
able to reach their objective. His determination and steadiness had an excellent effect on all 
that came into contact with him and contributed very materially to the success of the 
operation. 
 
A note added to the citation stated that his CO was going to recommend him for the VC, but 
the CO was killed shortly afterwards. When George was asked by Monty where he came from 
he told him Thankerton in Lanarkshire. Monty replied “Another Jock I might have known” 
.  

 
George receiving the medal from Monty 
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MILITARY MEDAL RECIPIENT 
NOW PARISH RESIDENT 

 
Further to the previous ‘Headline’, the parish can also boast of a second resident who 
received a Military Medal. William (Willie) McCrae who was born in Lesmahagow, 
joined the Lanarkshire Yeomanry prior to World War II while it was still a Cavalry 
Unit. In 1939, with the importance of that role having clearly been diminished, the 
Lanarkshire Yeomanry were converted into 155th and 156th Field Regiments Royal 
Artillery with 4.5 inch howitzers. Willie transferred to 156th Regiment and served 
with it in the Middle East, Sicily, Italy and North West Africa. Willie was awarded 
the Military Medal (as per the London Gazette of 24th August 1944) for saving the life 
of Colonel Michael Monteith of Cranley, Carstairs, of the 155 Regiment at the Anzio 
Beachhead. After the war Willie married and later moved to a cottage at Meadowflat 
where he worked for many years. 
 
 

 
Willie & Helen McCrae on their wedding day 21st March 1941 
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WRI 30TH BIRTHDAY PARTY 

 
1948, November 25th 

 

 
Back Row: Mrs Gilchrist, Nurse Rachel Dobbie, Effie Beith, Mrs Mary Anderson 

Front Row: Miss Marion Muirhead, Mrs Jenny Hutchison, Mrs Janet Moffat, Mrs Milroy 
 
 

NURSING ASSOCIATION RELINQUISHES 
CONTROL 

 
 1961 – The Carmichael Anstruther District Nursing Association relinquished its 
control of the District nurse and handed over control to the County Health Board.  
 

The Association, founded in 1926, employed a succession of nurses to serve the 
district and furnished the Thankerton house for the nurse as well as eventually providing a 
motor car. Fund raising activities in aid of the Association were common in the district for 
more than 20 years and ranged from the sale of daffodils and Christmas trees to whist drives 
and jumble sales. The Association repaid £150 of the loan from the Lanark Council and the 
balance was assigned to the Trustees of the Watson Trust, under their bond. 
 
 Among the many people who served the Association over the years were Lady 
Anstruther, Mr P. D. McAndrew, Miss Denholm, Miss Galloway, Miss Speirs, Mrs Lamb, Mr 
and Mrs Plenderleith, Miss Frood, Mrs Brace, Mrs Campbell, Miss MacDonald, Mr Fraser, 
Mr Cape, Mr Kirkland, Mrs Robertson, Mrs Clarkson, Miss Muirhead, to name but a few. 
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 In 1959, Nurse Coleman, the last nurse employed by the Association, took office and 
the house at Thankerton was completely refurbished and furnished throughout with carpets, 
dining suites, armchairs, beds, mattresses and dressing table all at the cost of the Association. 
 
 In late 1961, it became evident that the provision of a Nursing service in the District 
would no longer be under the control of the Association and the service would be available 
throughout the County under the control of the County Health Board. The Association 
therefore relinquished its control, gave Nurse Coleman notice of cessation of her agreement, 
transferred the car free of charge to the Council, and offered the Thankerton property to the 
Council at a rent of £52 pa on condition that it be occupied by a nurse employed in the 
Carmichael Anstruther District Nursing Association area. The furniture was agreed to be left 
in the house for the use of the nurse without charge. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
“Dinner Time” at Covington School (late 1950s) 

Back: Mrs Steel (later Mrs Grant) 
Left to Right: Ian Foster; Donald McKinnon; Unknown; Robert Roberts; Marie Hutchison; Unknown; 
Elizabeth O’Brien; Susan Grant; Shiela Bell; Unknown; Pat Allan; Tom Alexander; Unknown; Colin 

Angus; Unknown 
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CHAPTER ELEVEN 
 

PLACES IN THE PARISH 
By 

WILLIAM A. FLEMING 
 

In bygone days, most farms and smallholdings were actually small communities with 
many houses surrounding them, and very often occupied by weavers. They were 
generally referred to as ferme touns. Even as recent as 1952, Hillhead was referred to 
as a village (Third Statistical Account by Rev Millar Ogilvie). Thankerton has always 
been the main village of the parish. The original village of Covington consisted of the 
cottages clustered around the Tower and the church and possibly included the cotters 
houses at Covington Mains. In the mid 19th century, a ‘new’ village came into being 
between the church and Covington Mill. It was given the name of Newtown and the 
older village then became known as Oldtown. Newtown consisted of a row of six 
thatched roof cottages adjacent to the school and schoolhouse. 
 
Included in the following list is Eastend, which is situated within the neighbouring 
parish of Carmichael. The mansion house and farm were in Carmichael, but much of 
the land and many of the cottages was outwith that parish and lay within the bounds 
of Covington. Warrenhill also had much land within the parish of Carmichael, but the 
farm and majority of the land was in the parish of Covington.    

 
Alphabetical list of places in the parish: 

 
ALLEYHEAD – (Alyhead). Cottages just over a quarter of a mile to the north west 
of Covington Mains and due south of Leggatfoot. 
 
Alexander Purdie (1767-1824) married Janet Lawrie (c1764) before 1789. The first three of their 
twelve children were born in Dubb before they moved to Covington Mains about 1793. Their second 
son Alexander (1794-1881) married Agnes Darling in 1822. He was a shoemaker in the Mains and later 
in Alleyhead (1841, 1851 & 1861 census). 
 
Alexander Brownlee (1789-1852), an agricultural labourer, and his spouse Marion Lightbody (c1782-
1851) moved from Meadowflat to Alleyhead some time after 1820. Alexander died in Alleyhead in 
1852. Their younger son James (1820-1905), also resident in Alleyhead, was a merchant / grocer in 
1861 (census), grocer / surfaceman in 1871 (census) and general labourer in 1881 (census). He married 
Marion Nelson (c1816-1891) in 1846 and they had children born there up until 1861. 
 
Thomas Moffat (b.c1843 in Walston) was a farm servant living in Alleyhead in 1871 (census). 
 
BLACK BOG – Two cottages located to the south east of Warrenhill, which were 
situated just within Carmichael Parish boundary. Due to their close proximity to the 
village of Thankerton and the fact that their occupants very often had family ties with 
that village, it is only correct that they should be included in this book. The houses 
became uninhabited in the 1930s, and no trace of them now remains, other than the 
trees that stood beside them.  
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Thomas Purdie (c1784-1856), a farm labourer, and his wife Elizabeth Callan (c1778-1851) were in 
Blackbog (previously in Carmichael Mill and Shawhill) with an unmarried daughter Elizabeth (1851 
census).  

 
Archibald Ritchie (b.c1821 in West Linton) married Margaret Robertson (b.c1821), eldest daughter of 
John Robertson and Elizabeth Kay in Carmichael Boat. They had three sons and four daughters born 
between 1843 and 1854. John was a labourer in Blackbog (1851 & 1861 census).  

 
George Telfer (b.c1837) was a woodcutter in Blackbog (1861 census). Lilias Young (c1804-1866), the 
widow of Thomas Dickson, previously in Eastend Lodge, was a tenant in Blackbog (1861 census).  
Robert Newbigging (b.c1847) was an agricultural labourer living with his mother (Margaret Martin) in 
Blackbog (1871 census). 

 
John Watson (b.c1801) was an agricultural labourer in Blackbog in 1871 & 1881 (census). James 
Watson (b.c1825), a retired farmer, was one of the occupiers in 1891 (census).  

 
John McKendrick was an occupier in 1881 (census). John Robertson (b.c1860 in Leith) was a forester 
in Blackbog (1891 census). William Patterson (b.c1857) was a rabbit trapper (1891 census) and James 
Brown (b.c1869) was a gamekeeper in Blackbog (1901 census).  

 
A family who spent many years at Blackbog were Alex Murray, a joiner, and his wife Nancy who had 
a small shop at the house. They were in Blackbog from some time after 1901, and were recorded there 
in 1927. In the other cottage were Alex and Nancy’s daughter and her husband Robert McQuid, also a 
joiner. The last resident at Blackbog was Charles Edge, who during the 1930s moved to Millbrae 
Terrace, Thankerton.   
 

 
Thatched cottage & shop at Blackbog 

 
BRAESIDE – There were two places by the name of Braeside in the parish, in close 
proximity to each other. One was sited at the junction of the original main road (later 
known as the High road or Top road) and the Meadowflat road, south-south-west of 
Chesters Hill. The other was located at the foot of the same hill, but west-north-west 
on the border of Pettinain parish near Blackshouse. The latter was located near to the 
site of Hole, recorded on Roy’s Map drawn up between 1747 and 1755. 
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James Core (1726-1763), the third son of Thomas Core and Rachel Fisher in Cumberlandhead, was a 
weaver in Braeside and Burnbrae. He married Marion Easton (1730-1774) in 1756. Their son, David 
(b.1759), was a tailor in Leggatfoot and a farmer in Wellbrae. 
 
David Bertram (c1740-1804) and his spouse Helen Inglis (c1742-1830) had children born in Braeside 
between 1769 and 1776. Robert Brownlee (1745-1794) and William Brownlee (1755-1806), both sons 
of James Brownlee and Elizabeth Pettigrew in Holl of Warrenhill were tenants in Braeside (almost 
certainly the latter of the two places of the name mentioned above). Robert married Janet Fisher in 
1775 and had three children born in Braeside and William married Margaret Paton and had nine 
children born there between 1781 and 1797. Three sons of William and Margaret were James, 
Alexander and Robert, in Knowe, Meadowflat and Burnmouth respectively. 
 
James Braidwood and his spouse Janet Wilson were in Braeside when their children were born 
between 1774 and 1786. Alexander Wilson and his spouse Janet Paterson had children born in 
Braeside in 1777 and 1780. William Ritchie (d.1789) and his spouse Elizabeth McCartney (d.1788) 
had a daughter and two sons born in Braeside between 1779 and 1783. In 1782, James Nicol married 
Jean Hutchison. They were in Braeside when three children were born, all of whom died before 
reaching their second birthday. James Henderson and his spouse Margaret Brownlee had children born 
in Braeside in 1785 and 1787, but were in Upper Warrenhill when their third child was born in 1790. 
 
James Howe (b.c1766) and his spouse Margaret Wilson (d.1834) were in Eastend until about 1819 
when the family moved to Braeside. Their eldest son Thomas (1800-1841) remained in Braeside. Their 
fifth son Robert (b.1813) returned to Eastend where he was employed as a farm labourer. Robert 
married Catherine Stodart in 1836. 
 
In 1792, John Scoular (c1766-1831), the second son of John Scoular in Grange, Knowehead and 
Millmoor, married Margaret Allan. After their marriage they lived in the Old Manse of Carmichael 
until 1797 when they moved to Braeside. In 1816, John returned as a tenant to Millmoor, the place 
where the Scoular family had resided before his marriage.  
 
George Lindsay (c1768-1851) was a tenant in Braeside. In 1792, John Purdie married Jean Scott 
(d.1801) and lived in Braeside. James Lightbody and his spouse Janet Moffat (c1769-1835) were also 
recorded at a similar time in one of the two places named Braeside. 
 
In 1826, James Cunningham (b.c1771 in Lanark) married Margaret Kay (b.1782 in Shields), the 
second daughter of Robert Kay and Marion Porteous in Carmichael. James was a shoemaker in 
Braeside in 1851 (census). James Inglis (b.c1777 in Culter) was a mason in Braeside in 1851 (census). 
 
William Donaldson married Mary Anderson (b.1786), the fourth daughter of Thomas Anderson in 
Burnbrae. The first six of their seven children were born in Thankerton before they moved to Braeside 
about 1820. James Greenshields and Agnes Brown had daughters born in Braeside in 1813 and 1816.  
 
John Baillie (d.1848) and his spouse Margaret Thomson were in Braeside with four young sons when 
John died in 1848. Margaret was still living there in 1851 (census). In that year her third son Samuel 
aged five died by burning.   
 
Alexander Bryce (c1796-1866), the son of James Bryce and Agnes Wood in Carmichael Boat, married 
Barbara Scoular (b.c1796), the second daughter of John Scoular and Margaret Allan in Braeside. They 
were in Braeside when they had seven children born up until 1827. By 1841, Alexander was the tenant 
of 22 acres in Carmichael Boat, which he farmed almost until his death in 1866. John Hutchison and 
his spouse Janet Stodart (c1798-1844) were also recorded in Braeside. 
 
James Watson (c1798-1846), a son of James Watson in West Mains, Carmichael, was a tenant in West 
Braeside, which probably referred to the Braeside near to Blackshouse. He married Isabel Smith 
(c1799-1880) in 1820.  
 
James Elder (c1813-1876) and his spouse Frances Purdie (b.c1811) were in Braeside from before 1836 
until some time after 1871. James was an agricultural labourer (1841, 1851, 1861 census) and a stone 
breaker in 1871 (census). At the time of the last census, he was probably employed at the nearby 
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Cairngryffe quarry. His elder son William (b.1844) was a house thatcher in Covington Oldtown. His 
younger son James (b.1850) was a farm labourer in Burnbrae.  
 
George Fraser (b.c1815 in Biggar) was a railway gatekeeper from about 1856 (1861 census). He and 
his spouse Mary (b.c1816 in Sorn) had children born in Braeside from about 1848. 
 
BROWN FORD – A crossing on the Clyde near to the Covington / Pettinain 
boundary to the north of Hillhead. On the opposite side of the river was the parish of 
Libberton. 
 
BURNBRAE – A smallholding on the north side of the Glade Burn, west of Burnside 
and north-west of Covington Mill. 
 
John Henderson in Burnbrae died in 1638. Robert Bogle and his spouse Janet Glenholm were in 
Burnbrae before 1715. 
 
James Core (c1675-1763) was a weaver in Burnbrae. His nephew, James Core (1726-1763), the third 
son of Thomas Core and Rachel Fisher in Cumberlandhead, was a weaver in Braeside before he moved 
to Burnbrae. He married Marion Easton (1730-1774) in 1756. Their son, David (b.1759), was a tailor in 
Leggatfoot and a farmer in Wellbrae. John Core, recorded in Burnbrae in 1792, was almost certainly 
another son. He married (1) Mary Tweedie and (2) Christian Hamilton. He had a daughter Marion born 
in Burnbrae in 1792, but when his spouse Mary died the following year, the family were in Upper 
Warrenhill, where his second daughter was born in 1795. 
 
John Watson and his spouse Agnes Watson had a son and two daughters born in Burnbrae between 
1715 and 1719. It may have been their son John (b.1715), a smith, who married Margaret Fowler and 
had a son John born in 1743. 
 
David Gilchrist and his spouse Katherine Liverance (b.1693), the daughter of James Liverance and 
Marion Lindsay in Covington, had children born until 1726. One of their sons, David (d.1758) married 
Janet Keddar (d.1763) and was a weaver in Hillhead and Meadowflat. Another son James (1725-1796) 
married Margaret Inglis (c1728-1792). 
 
Andrew Crawford (1704-1767), the second son of John Crawford and Jane Braidwood in Netherton 
and Drumalbin, and his spouse Catherine How (c1701-1767) had children born in Burnbrae before 
moving to Perryflats about 1731. 

 
John Tweddale married Margaret Plenderleith before 1725. They may have lived in the Mains for a 
short time before they were in Dubb. In 1738 they had moved to Burnbrae where in 1746 their ninth 
child was born.  
 
David Aitken (c1706-1755), a weaver, and his spouse Isabel Young (c1703-1755) were in Burnbrae 
when they both died, but had spent the major part of their lives at Covington Mains. 
 
Thomas Vassie (b.1740), the fourth son of John Vassie in Netherton, married Christian Prentice before 
1765. He was a weaver in Craigburn until 1773 after which time he was in Damside (which may in fact 
have been another name for Craigburn).  Christian died some time after 1777 and Thomas married 
Anne Wilson (d.1822) before 1794. Thomas had six children to his first wife and two to his second. 
 
Thomas Anderson (c1747-1832) and his spouse Elizabeth Purdie (c1747-1816) had eleven children 
born in Burnbrae between 1770 and 1791. Their son Thomas (1782-1867) was a tailor in Thankerton. 
 
In 1779, John Lindsay married Jean Gibson (b.1755), the elder daughter of James Gibson and Agnes 
Prentice in St John’s Kirk. They had a daughter and two sons born in Burnbrae. 
 
Thomas Smith (c1766-1833) and his spouse Isabel Fleming (c1771-1851) had children born between 
1795 and 1810. In 1794, James Smith (c1770-1845), a brother to Thomas, married Margaret Waugh 
(c1769-1837). They had ten children born by 1810, including triplets and twins. The triplets were born 
in 1802 exactly fifty years after triplets had previously been born in Thankerton. One was stillborn, and 
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one died shortly after birth. Both Thomas and James were weavers in Burnbrae, the latter later moved 
to Symington. 
 
Alexander Wilson, a weaver in Burnbrae, married Margaret Forrest (d.1823) before 1812. John Black, 
a weaver, came to Burnbrae from Burnside after he was widowed in 1814. In 1821, John Currie 
(b.c1796) married Marion Smith (d.1829). John was an agricultural labourer in Burnbrae. 
 
In 1816 William Affleck (b.1789 in Langlands) married Agnes Aitken (b.1785 in Crookboat), the 
daughter of Robert Aitken and Christian Smith. William was an agricultural labourer in Braeside, 
Eastend and Burnbrae (1841 census) before he was recorded as a weaver in Thankerton in 1851 
(census) and a farm labourer in 1861 (census) 
 
Thomas Galloway (b.1797), the eldest son of James Galloway and Margaret Scott in Thankerton, was 
a wright in Parkhall in 1841 (census) and in Burnbrae in 1851 (census). He and his wife Grizel had 
three sons born between 1833 and 1836.  
 
James Callan (b.c1804 in Crawfordjohn) was a shepherd in Burnbrae (1861 census). Peter Duke 
(b.c1811 in Ireland) was a railway gatekeeper living in Burnbrae in 1851 (census). His wife was Mary 
Templeton (b.c1818 in Ireland). In 1843, John Henderson (b.c1821 in Culter) married Jean Brown 
(b.c1821 in Carstairs. John was a farm servant in Burnbrae from about 1847. 
 
In 1853, Alexander Purdie (b.c1826) married Elizabeth Cunningham (b.c1834 in Tongland). He was a 
ploughman in Burnbrae in 1861 (census), an agricultural labourer in Thankerton Townhead in 1871 
(census) and a coal agent in Thankerton in 1891 (census). Alexander and Elizabeth had five daughters 
followed by two sons, but also adopted a daughter, Robina Aitken (b.c1878). William Noble died in 
Burnbrae in 1888. 
  
James Elder (1850-1927), the younger son of James Elder in Braeside, was a farm labourer in 
Burnbrae, but was not recorded in the parish in 1901 (census). His spouse was Marion Haddow (c1849-
1909). 
 
BURNMOUTH – A smallholding located on a small pendicle of land where the 
Glade burn flows into the Clyde. 
 
John Lindsay (1738-1793), a son of Thomas Lindsay and Henrietta Barrie in Thankerton, married Jean 
Sharp (c1744-1808). John was a tenant in Burnmouth, where he and Jean had seven sons and four 
daughters born between 1768 and 1788. 
 
John Lindsay (1815-1894), the eldest son of James Lindsay and Isabel Black, married Helen Slimman 
(c1821-1882). John was a wood cutter in Thankerton in 1841 & 1851 (census) and a weaver in 1861 
(census). In 1871 (census), he was a weaver in Burnmouth. 
 
William Lindsay (b.1821), the second son of Robert Lindsay and Janet Bishop in Thankerton, married 
Ann Newbigging in 1845. William was a weaver in Burnmouth in 1851 (census). 
 
In 1781, David Newlands (d.1807) married Agnes Gibson (d.1825). They were in Dubb until 1800, at 
which time they moved to Burnmouth. Their youngest son, John (b.1801) was a weaver in Thankerton. 
Their third son David (b.1799) was a railway platelayer in Burnmouth, later moving to Covington 
Newtown about 1838. David married (1) Elizabeth Watson before 1826 and (2) Christina Watson 
before 1831. 

 
In 1790, William Scott (c1770-1847) married Marion Lindsay (1767-1830), the eldest daughter of 
Adam Lindsay and Janet Bishop in Thankerton. They had seven sons and two daughters. William was 
an agricultural labourer in Knowe and Wellbrae before he moved to Burnmouth, possibly as early as 
1810. John Scott in Burnmouth in 1854 may have been the son (or grandson) of William and Marion. 
John’s spouse was Margaret Brown. 
 
In 1810, George Scott married Alison Saddler. They had children born in Burnmouth between 1810 
and 1831. George may have been related to the previous William Scott who was in Burnmouth at a 
similar time. 
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James Henderson and his spouse Grizel Bertram had children born from 1815 in Burnmouth, but by 
1822 were in Eastend. When William Lockie (c1783-1866) married Janet Smith (c1794-1867) in 1836, 
he was a shepherd in Burnmouth, but by 1841 (census) they had moved to Quothquan. 
 
John Mitchell (b.c1797 in Kilbucho) was an agricultural labourer in Hillhead Cottages in 1851 
(census) but had moved to Burnmouth by 1861 (census). In 1838, Samuel Russell married Catherine 
Crosbie. In 1850, when living in Burnmouth, their infant son James (b.1849) was drowned in a well. 
Andrew Forrest and his spouse Elizabeth Weir had a son and a daughter born in Burnmouth in 1826 
and 1829. Robert Brownlee (b.1797), the youngest son of William Brownlee and Margaret Paton in 
Braeside, married Janet Scott in 1826. Robert was an agricultural labourer. 
 
William Carrick (b.c1815) was an agricultural labourer in Burnmouth. He may have been the father 
(or brother) of Robert Carrick, a ploughman, who died in 1887 and he was probably the father of John 
Carrick (b.c1837), a ploughman at Covington Mains (1861 census) and a gamekeeper in Alleyhead 
(1901 census). John Lawson (b.c1823 in Broughton) was an agricultural labourer in Burnmouth in 
1871 (census). George Kerr (born before 1820) and his wife Helen Graham (c1822-1899) were in 
Burnmouth in retirement until Helen died in 1899. 
 
In 1891, Eliza Noble (b.c1813 in Biggar) was a farmer’s widow living in Burnmouth with her two 
brothers Simon Linton (b.c1810) and James Linton (b.c1816). Andrew Vassie (b.c1847 in Dalserf) 
was a farm servant in Cumberland in 1871 (census) and in Burnmouth in 1881 (census).James 
Somerville (b.c1845 in Kilbucho) was a railway labourer in Burnmouth from 1873 until after 1891 
(census). 
 
BURNSIDE – (Damside). A cottage situated between Covington Mill and Burnbrae. 
 
John Fram (c1710-1787) and his spouse Janet Harvie (c1717-1787) were in Burnside when their son 
John (c1736-1790) was born. The younger John is thought to have been the John Fram who married 
Jean Kay in 1776. 
 
James Forrest (d.1791) and his spouse Margaret Muir (d.1792) had children born in Wellbrae between 
1765 and 1771. Some time after that, the family moved to Burnside. In 1796, their eldest son James 
(1765-1826) married Marion Lang (d.1826) and remained in the cottage at Burnside where they had 
two daughters and three sons. There second daughter Margaret (b.1801) married another James Forrest 
who was a shoemaker.  Margaret’s brother James (b.1805) was also a shoemaker in Covington 
Newtown. 
 
In 1779, David Greenshields married Elizabeth Carrick and had children born in Burnside until 1789. 
Hugh Watson and his spouse Susan Greenshields had a daughter Marion and a son James born in 
Burnside in 1803 & 1807. In 1809, John Black, a weaver, married Isobel Currie (1777-1814) and had 
children born in Burnside until 1814 when he became widowed and moved to Burnbrae. 
 
Before 1812, James Little (b.c1786 in Tweedsmuir) married Jean Harper (b.c1787), the eldest daughter 
of James Harper and Jane Sinclair in Thankerton. He was in Burnside until about 1820 and a farmer in 
Thankerton thereafter. He had four sons and four daughters, the youngest Isabella being born in 1833.  
 
David Ramsay and his spouse Elizabeth Aitken (1792-1843) had a daughter Christian born in Burnside 
in 1821. David died shortly after and Elizabeth married James Ramsay (David’s brother or cousin?) 
who was a cotton weaver in Covington Newtown. 
 
In 1831, Lancelot Mitchell (b.c1806) married Christina Darling (b.c1807) in Carmichael. They had at 
least four sons and two daughters born in Newside and Burnside (1851 census). In 1861 (census), the 
family were in Thankerton Mill and in 1871 (census) they were in Thankerton where Lancelot was 
recorded as being blind. 
 
Robert Johnstone and his spouse Margaret Kay had children born in Burnside between 1834 and 1837. 
John Moffat (b.c1836 in Walston) was a ploughman living in Burnside Cotters House in 1861 
(census).  James Weir (b.c1828 in Carnwath) was a ploughman in Burnside in 1861 (census). 
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COVINGTON CASTLE – (Covington Tower). The building, built by the Lindsay 
family, was completed in 1442 and was their home for two and a half centuries. It was 
situated adjacent to the church on the north side. After the death of the last laird some 
time before 1688, it fell into a state of disrepair and is now a ruin. 
 
About 1420, the Lindsay family gained possession of the Barony from the Keith family who had been 
granted the land by Robert the Bruce. The Lindsays, who had been sub vassals to the Keiths during the 
14th century, appeared to be a family with great ambitions, which they achieved not always by the 
fairest of means (see chapter one). Between the 14th century and the early part of the 17th century, they 
were involved in numerous lawsuits and court battles, very often finishing on the losing side, so much 
so, that they appeared to take the law into their own hands. They were described as a wild bunch, who 
stole cattle, burned other peoples’ property, murdered those who crossed their path and generally 
putting their neighbours in a state of alarm. 
 
The later generations of the family were more law abiding, and the last laird Sir William Lindsay, who 
had married Martha Lockhart, was appointed a Justice of the Peace in 1663. Sir William (d.1679) 
squandered the family’s assets and the barony was sold to Sir George Lockhart, the President of the 
Court of Session, who had already bought the lands of Meadowflat and Warrenhill. 
 
COVINGTON MAINS – (The Mains). The ‘home’ farm of the parish and a ferme-
toune situated adjacent to the ruined castle and in close proximity to the church and 
the Old Town of Covington.  
 
Patrick Nimmo and his spouse Elizabeth (Bessie) Orr had two sons and five daughters born in the 
Mains between 1710 and 1722. 
 
David Prentice (c1689-1756) and his spouse Agnes Reid (1703-1789) had eight children before they 
came to Covington Mains from Cambusnethan. Their third son Archibald (1734-1813) succeeded as 
the tenant farmer in Covington Mains. He had seven children to his first wife Margaret Prentice 
(c1745-1776) and seven to his second wife Helen Stodart (c1757-1836) whom he married in 1780. His 
eldest daughter Janet (b.1764) married Hugh Lindsay in Meadowflat. His second son David (b.1781) 
was a millwright in Thankerton before emigrating to America in 1805. His third son John (b.1785) 
continued to farm in the Mains. He married Marion Stodart in 1810 and they had five sons and two 
daughters. Some time after 1822, the family emigrated to America. His fourth son Archibald (1792-
1857) was a newspaper editor in Manchester. (For more information on Archibald and his sons David, 
John and Archibald, see the chapter entitled ‘Eminent People of the Parish’).  
 
James Braidwood, a mason in Covington Mains, married Jean Elder before 1725. Francis Braidwood 
(1745-1816) married Helen Forrest (c1756-1831) in 1782 and about 1792 came to Covington Mains 
from Meadowflat. He was the sixth son of John Braidwood and Christian Lindsay in Hillhead. Gavin 
Braidwood (b.1793), the second son of Francis Braidwood and Helen Forrest, married Janet Thomson 
(b.1801 in Pettinain) in 1831. They had six children born in the Mains between 1833 and 1844. Gavin 
was a weaver in 1841 & 1851 (census). James Braidwood (1795-1845), a brother to Gavin, also lived 
at the Mains (see also Braidwoods under Covington Oldtown). 
 
David Aitken (c1706-1755), a weaver, and his spouse Isabel Young (c1703-1755) were in the Mains 
when most of their children were born. The family were in Burnbrae when David and Isabel both died 
in 1755. Their second daughter Rachel (b.1737) married John Gilchrist, and had children born in 
Covington Mains between 1762 and 1771. 
 
James Purdie married Janet Forrest before 1733 and had two children born in Covington Mains before 
they moved to Meadowflat about 1737. 
 
Thomas Purdie married Elizabeth Kay before 1756. They lived in Hillhead until about 1766 when they 
moved to Covington Mains. After Elizabeth died, Thomas married Martha Scott (d.1814) in 1776 and 
remained in Covington Mains. Thomas (1783-1856), the eldest son of Thomas and Martha was in 
Meadowflat before moving to Carmichael Mill. Their second son James (1787-1865) was in the Mains 
for a time, but possibly moved outwith the parish. 
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Alexander Purdie (1767-1824) married Janet Lawrie (c1764) before 1789. The first three of their 
twelve children were born in Dubb before they moved to Covington Mains about 1793. Their second 
son Alexander (1794-1881) married Agnes Darling in 1822. He was a shoemaker in the Mains but was 
recorded in Alleyhead in 1841 (census). 
  
Archibald Martin (d.1810) married Margaret Aitken (1734-1791), the second daughter of David 
Aitken (see above) in Covington Mains and Burnbrae. Archibald was a tailor in the Mains and he and 
Margaret had children born there between 1759 and 1771. Some time after the latter date they moved 
to Northflat. Their eldest son David (1759-1829) was in Wellbrae. In 1793, their youngest son 
Archibald (c1771-1851) married Jean Core (c1766-1842). He was a shoemaker in Hillhead. About 
1805 he moved to Covington Mains. Two sons of Archibald and Jean were also shoemakers in 
Covington Mains, - Archibald (1797-1885) and John (1801-1888). Another son, David (1799-1876) 
was a farmer of 60 acres in Perryflats.   
 
James Lourie died in Covington Mains in 1783. He was a brother of John and George in Leggatfoot 
who both predeceased him. William Forrest, in Covington Mains was the kirk officer. He died in 
1822. 
 
In 1777, Thomas Lindsay married Janet Lindsay and had a son and three daughters born in Covington 
Mains by 1793. John was a wood cutter in Thankerton in 1841 & 1851 (census) and a weaver in 1861 
(census). In 1871 (census), he was a weaver in Burnmouth. 
 
In 1833, Hugh Lindsay (1798-1864), the eldest surviving son of Hugh Lindsay and Janet Prentice in 
Meadowflat, married Lilias Paterson (c1801-1885).  Hugh became the farmer in Covington Mains after 
his uncle John Prentice died. Their only son Hugh (b.1838) returned to the family farm at Meadowflat 
in 1860 after the death of his unmarried uncle John Lindsay. Hugh (senior) died in 1864 and his widow 
Lilias lived in the Mains until her death in 1885.  
 
William Baillie (d.1812) and his spouse Margaret Steel (d.1799) were in the Mains from about 1769, 
having briefly lived at Damside prior to that date. 
 
John Weir (c1835-1910) was a bower in Covington Mains in 1881 & 1891 (census). He married 
Margaret Lockie (b.1837 in Pettinain) before 1859 and was an agricultural labourer in Lochlyoch and 
Carnwath. In 1901 (census), he was a farmer in Burnhouse, Carmichael. 
 
William Henderson (b.1769), the second son of Thomas Henderson and Elizabeth Galloway in 
Thankerton, was an agricultural labourer in the Mains. He and his spouse Agnes Forrest had three sons 
and four daughters born between 1801 and 1816. 
 
William Brown (c1781-1860), an agricultural labourer, and his spouse Margaret Brown (c1782-1849) 
were in Covington Mains until about 1814 when the family moved to Thankerton. 
 
In 1823, James Wilson, a son of Peter Wilson in Warrenhill and East Mains, married Mary Darling. 
They had five sons and two daughters born in the Mains by 1835, but in 1841 (census), only James’s 
widowed mother Hannah was living at the Mains. 
 
In 1840, John Cairns (b.c1815), an agricultural labourer in the Mains, married Marion Bryce (b.1818), 
the second daughter of Alexander Bryce and Barbara Scoular in Braeside and Carmichael Boat. They 
had three sons and a daughter. 
 
James Bryce (b.c1828), an agricultural labourer, married Margaret Core (b.1831), the daughter of 
David Core and Jane Frame in Wellbrae. They lived in a cotter’s house at Covington Mains where they 
had six children born up until 1865. 
 
John Carrick (b.c1837 in Wiston), a ploughman, was living in a cotters house at the Mains with his 
wife Elizabeth and two sons and a daughter (1861 census). He was later living in Pettinain before 
returning to the parish about the time that he became a widower. In 1891 & 1901 (census) he was a 
gamekeeper in Alleyhead, living with his unmarried daughter Jane. 
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William Davidson (b.c1825 in Lesmahagow) in Covington Mains was described as a fencer / railway 
labourer in 1871 (census). In 1881 (census), he and his wife Agnes Thomson were living at Leggatfoot. 
 
William Stewart (c1858-1915) was an agricultural labourer in the Mains in 1891 (census). His wife 
was Helen Purdie (c1850-1893) and they had previously lived at Meadowflat (1881 census). 
 
Thomas Johnstone (1871-1923), the eldest son of James Johnstone and Elizabeth Stewart in Muirkirk, 
was the farmer in Covington Mains from 1893, the year he married Janet Prentice (1862-1955), the 
fifth daughter of Thomas Prentice and Mary Scott in Burnhouse, Carmichael. Their third son William 
(1905-1986) farmed at Hillhead but also farmed the Mains after his elder brother James moved on. 
William married Margaret Fleming (1903-1981) in 1939. His unmarried sister Margaret (Meg) and her 
mother Janet lived in the Mains. After Janet died in 1955 Meg lived alone at the Mains until 1969 when 
she moved to a small house in Covington Newtown.  
 
COVINGTON MANSE – This fine building is situated adjacent to the church. 
Various improvements and additions have been made to the manse over the years and 
there is little doubt that it would have been the site of an earlier manse. A list of 
ministers is included in Chapter Four and only those from 1691 are mentioned here. 
 

 
Covington Manse 

 
John Buchanan was the parish minister from 1691 to 1726. He was succeeded by his son John who 
died unmarried in 1766. George Mark was the minister from 1767 to 1777. 
 
The Rev Bryce Little (c1743-1820) was the parish minister from 1778 to 1820. He married twice, - (1) 
Euphemia Cleghorn (c1752-1809) and (2) Catherine Stodart (c1780-1857), daughter of John Stodart, 
Bank, Carnwath. 
 
The Rev Thomas Watson (c1795-1864) was the parish minister from 1821 to 1864. His wife was 
Eleanora McHaffie (1803-1877). Their elder son William (1827-1899) married Margaret Bannatyne in 
1868 and was an eminent judge (see the chapter entitled “Eminent People of the Parish”). David 
(1831-1888), the younger son of Thomas, was a merchant in Manchester and Bombay. 
 
The Rev James Hoggan (b.c1828 in Denny) was the parish minister from 1865 to 1889. He married 
twice, - (1) Elizabeth Macleod (b.1838 in Denny) and (2) Isabella Gibson, daughter of Thomas Gibson 
in Toftcombs. 
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Matthew Ramage (b.c1833 in Douglas) was a coachman living in the Manse Servant’s House in 1871 
(census). His wife was Janet Dickson (1837-1904), the third daughter of James Dickson and Sarah 
Smith in Upper Dyke and Glencosie. 
 
William Ballantyne (b.c1853 in Broughton) was a coachman / gardener living in the Servant’s House 
with his wife Grace and four children in 1881 (census). 
 
The Rev William C. Macgregor (b.c1860 in Crieff) was the minister from 1890 until 1932. The next 
four ministers all lived in the Manse. They were Millar Ogilvie, John Thomson, James McKenzie and 
Brian Ramsay. In 1985 the Manse was sold and a house in Sherifflats Road, Thankerton was 
purchased to serve as a new Manse. The first occupant of the ‘new’ Manse was Rev Andrew Lammie. 
Only two ministers occupied this Manse, the other was the Rev Mary Morrison.  
 
COVINGTON MILL – (Covington Miln, The Mill). A former mill and a farm 
situated due north of the bridge at Thankerton Boat and near to the place where the 
Glade burn enters the Clyde. It was at this farm that the covenanting clergyman, 
Donald Cargill, was taken prisoner by Irvine of Bonshaw “in the house of Andrew 
Fisher and his spouse Elizabeth Lindsay”. He was executed at Edinburgh along with 
four others in July 1681. 
 
Alexander Gibson was in Covington Mill when his spouse Agnes Lindsay died in 1669. 
 
From the report above, we know that the tenant farmer in Covington Mill in 1681 was Andrew Fisher 
and that his spouse was Elizabeth Lindsay. Just how long the Fishers had occupied Covington Mill is 
not known, but from that time there were successive Fishers at the Mill until 1848. There was a 
William and a John living at the Mill at a similar time to Andrew, and they would all probably have 
been born there, and possibly were brothers. William Fisher had a child born in 1674 and John Fisher, 
who died in 1689, had a son James born in 1683 at the Mill. 
 
By 1698, there was a William Fisher in Covington Mill (or Miln as was the usual way of spelling the 
name at that time). He married Janet Brown and they had at least nine children born there between 
1698 and 1717. Another William Fisher in the Mill married Helen Barrie They had two sons, John 
(b.1730) and George (b.1732) and twin daughters, Margaret and Helen (b.1736).  
 
William Fisher (b.1711), the second son of William and Janet, married Janet Storie (1720-1750) the 
elder daughter of James Storie, the parish schoolmaster. They had three sons and two daughters born 
between 1743 and 1750, the year that Janet died. In 1777 their eldest son William (1743-1789) married 
Mary Barrie (1757-1841). They had two sons and two daughters before William died in 1789. The 
occupation of William was a miller, which presumably was also the trade of his predecessors. There 
would also have been farm land around the mill. The two sons, William (1778-1813) and James (1782-
1848) were the last members of the family in Covington Mill. William was recorded as a farmer, and 
when James died in 1848, he was described as the tenant in the Mill. Neither was married.   
 
William Glasgow (c1812-1879), a son of William Glasgow and Margaret Graham in Broadlees, 
married Margaret Henderson (c1812-1848) and was in Covington Mill when their son and daughter 
were born in 1836 and 1838. The family then moved to Broadlees. After William was widowed in 
1848, he married Jane Watson (c1828-1875) with whom he had several children. In 1871 (census), 
William was a surfaceman. 
 
In 1851, Alexander Lindsay (c1812-1861), a son of James Lindsay and Lillias Fisher in Burnhouse of 
Wiston, was the farmer of 260 acres in Covington Mill. He was unmarried and had two sisters who also 
lived at the farm, - Abigail (c1810-1898) and Lillias (c1823-1894). Their mother Lillias Fisher had 
herself been born in Covington Mill. She was the eldest daughter of William Fisher and Mary Barrie. 
 
Allan Maclean (b.c1851) was a farmer of 350 acres in Covington Mill in 1881 & 1891 (census). 
 
John Sanderson (b.c1849 in Carluke) was a farm servant living in the Cothouse in 1881 (census). John 
Lithgow (c1826-1905) was a farm grieve in Covington Mill (1891 &1901 census). His wife was Agnes 
Brownlee (c1839-1925). 
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Harold G. Brown (b.c1874 in Abbey, Renfrewshire) was a farmer in Covington Mill in 1901 (census). 
He was unrelated to the Brown family that followed him at the Mill. 
 
Robert Brown (c1871-1950), a son of Ebenezer Brown and Isabella Farquarson, in Newside, was the 
tenant farmer in Covington Mill from early in the 20th century. Robert was married to Mary Sharrocks 
(c1883-1960), the daughter of James Sharrocks and Mary Bellars. In 1929, Robert moved to the farm 
of Candy Bank, near Biggar. His son Harold (b.1915) joined the police force in 1937. 
 
In 1929, the farm was sold by Sir Wyndham Carmichael Anstruther to the brothers William Forrest 
(1855-1940) and Thomas Forrest (1870-1948) from Carnwath. Both were unmarried, and they 
employed two nephews on the farm, both by the name of James Forrest. To distinguish them, the elder 
James was called “The Major” and the younger brother “The Minor”. On the death of Thomas in 1948, 
the life rent of the farm was given to James Forrest, the Major (1887-1961). He was known by 
everyone as Major Forrest or “The Major”, and was even thought by some to have been a member of 
the armed forces. James, like his uncles, was unmarried, but had a housekeeper Rachel Johnston, with 
whom he was “very friendly”, according to reports from those who knew him including his relatives. 
After the death of James Forrest in 1961, the farm was sold to Hugh Jackson (d.1973) of Wolfclyde.  
 
COVINGTON NEWTOWN – (Newtown of Covington, Newton of Covington). The 
village consists of a row of 19th century cottages. The original thatched roofs were 
replaced with corrugated iron. Newtown was not shown on the 1832 map by John 
Thomson. The cottages were on the eastern side of the road between Covington Mains 
and Covington Mill. The School and Bonnet Knowe which later became a nursery lay 
to the west of the road. 
 
In 1796, John Hamilton married Marion Braidwood. Their third son Hugh (1802-1863) married Janet 
Crawford (c1801-1881) before 1822. For about ten years the family lived in Lambsknowe 
(Carmichael), but in the census years of 1841, 1851 and 1861, Hugh was a grocer and carrier in 
Covington Newtown. In 1847 their second daughter Marion (b.1826), a dressmaker, married James 
Chesney. They had two sons born in Newtown. Their son John was a railway labourer in Wellbrae.  
 
Robert Aitken (c1764-1843), a weaver, and his spouse Christian Smith (c1781-1837) came to 
Newtown of Covington some time after 1801, having previously lived in Dubb. Their eldest daughter 
Elizabeth (1792-1843) married David Ramsay in Burnside before 1821. David died shortly after that 
date and Elizabeth then married James Ramsay (c1798-1870), David’s brother or cousin? After the 
death of Elizabeth, James married Janet Hutchison (1808-1869) in 1846. James, who was born in 
Liverpool, was recorded as a cotton weaver in Newtown in 1841, 1851 & 1861 (census). 
 
James Wood (b.c1786 in Wiston) was a hawker in Newtown in 1841 (census). His son William 
(b.c1811 in Wiston) was also a hawker in 1841 (census) but had moved to Burnmouth by 1851 
(census). He was a farm labourer in Meadowflat in 1861 (census). William married Janet Tweedie in 
1835. His brother James (b.c1816 in Wiston) was a grocer in Newtown in 1851 (census) and a coal 
merchant in 1861 (census).  
 
John Stevenson (b.c1781) was a cotton weaver in Newtown in 1821. 
 
James Forrest (b.1805), a son of James Forrest and Marion Lang in Burnside, was a shoemaker in the 
Newtown in 1841 & 1851 (census). James was unmarried, but his nephew James Forrest (b.c1829 in 
Wiston) worked with him as a shoemaker. In 1853 the nephew James married Jane Cranston (b.c1832 
in Wiston) and was recorded as a shoemaker in Newtown in 1851, 1861, 1871 & 1881. His widow was 
in Newtown in 1891. Their second son John (c1863-1941) married Margaret Veitch (c1862-1948) and 
was a grocer and sub postmaster in Thankerton. 
 
William Galloway (1811-1901), the second son of James Galloway and Elizabeth Anderson in 
Thankerton, was a joiner in Newtown until about 1851 when he moved to Loanfoot, Thankerton, where 
he was both a farmer and joiner. In 1836, he married Mary Purdie, the second daughter of William 
Purdie in Millands.  Their son James (1844-1923) was a joiner until about 1890 when he became the 
farmer in Syde Farm, Carmichael. 
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In 1832, John Currie (b.1807), twin son of John Currie in Langlands, married Marion Anderson (1811-
1849), eldest daughter of Thomas Anderson in Thankerton. John was a hand loom wool weaver in 
Newtown and later Thankerton (1851 census). Their son John (b.1832) was a hand loom weaver in 
Thankerton. 
 
David Newlands (b.1799), the third son of David Newlands in Burnmouth, was a railway platelayer 
living in Burnmouth until about 1838 when he and his family moved into Newtown. He was a 
platelayer in 1841, 1851 & 1861 (census) and an agricultural labourer in 1871 & 1881 (census). David 
married (1) Elizabeth Watson before 1826 and (2) Christina Watson before 1831. Agnes Newlands 
(b.1831), the eldest daughter of his second wife, was a dressmaker. Archibald Newlands (b.c1869), a 
stone mason living in Newtown with his aunt Mary in 1901 (census), was a grandson of David 
(b.1799). Mary (b.1826), the eldest daughter of David by his first wife, was an unmarried domestic 
servant. 
 
George Lockhart (c1812-1893) and his spouse Hannah Hamilton (c1829-1871), the youngest daughter 
of Hugh Hamilton, grocer in Covington, had twelve children born between 1848 and 1868, of whom 
nine died before reaching the age of ten. George was a railway platelayer in Newtown of Covington. 
For a short time the family lived in Hunting Road Cottage near to Wellbrae. 
 
Thomas Watson Gilbert (1825-1901), the youngest son of Thomas Gilbert and Margaret Pringle in 
Leggatfoot, married Agnes Merry before 1852. They were living outwith the parish for a number of 
years, but in 1871 (census) Thomas was a railway platelayer and in 1881 (census), an agricultural 
labourer living in the Library House in Newtown.   
 
David Somerville (c1812-1899) married Marion Hislop (c1814-1893) before 1839. David was a 
shepherd in Tweedsmuir prior to settling in Covington about 1861. David was a merchant / grocer in 
Newtown in 1871 (census) and a retired shepherd in 1881 & 1891 (census). 
 
James Bulloch (1830-1876), the fourth son of Charles Bulloch and Helen Purdie in Fallburn, was only 
three years old when his father died. James was a railway platelayer in Newtown. Maria, the widow of 
James was a general draper (1881 census).  
 
Alexander Purdie (b.c1819) was a hand loom weaver in Langlands in 1861 (census). He married 
Margaret Fraser (b.c1816 in Dunsyre) and had previously lived in Lochlyoch. In 1871 & 1881 
(census), he was a wool weaver in Covington Newtown. 
 
William Purdie (1830-1907), the second son of John Purdie and Janet Purdie in Thankerton, married 
(1) Margaret Ann Menzies (c1826-1884) and (2) Catherine (b.c1845 in Covington). William was a 
woollen linen draper in Newtown in 1861 (census). He was a grocer / draper / postmaster in Tinto 
Glen, Thankerton in 1871 & 1881 (census). 
 
Robert Anderson (c1836-1899) was a master blacksmith in Covington Newtown (1871, 1881 & 1891 
census), having previously worked from Cumberland (1861 census). His spouse was Helen Henderson 
(c1841-1907). Their second son George (1865-1922) was also a blacksmith in Newtown. Two 
daughters, Mary (c1872-1948) and Elizabeth (c1876-1950) were dressmakers. 
 
James Wilson (1836-1914) was a master tailor in Covington Newtown from about 1860 until 1878 
when he moved to Thankerton where he continued as a master tailor until after 1901 (census). He 
married Margaret Somerville (c1842-1919). They had six sons and four daughters. James died at 
Lethame Cottage, Strathaven in 1914. 
 
Alexander Murray (c1851-1931) was a house joiner living in Covington Newtown (1901 census). A 
native of Catrine, Ayrshire, he married Agnes Smith (c1848-1930). Some time after 1901, they settled 
in Blackbog where Alexander continued as a joiner, and Agnes opened a small shop. Blackbog, 
although situated on Thankerton Moor, was just outwith the parish boundary and was within the parish 
of Carmichael.  
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COVINGTON OLDTOWN – (Covington, Covington Old Town). This was the 
original village at Covington, situated adjacent to Covington Mains, later referred to 
as the Oldtown after the construction of the Newtown.  
 
John Jack died in Covington in 1662. 
 
William, John and James Braidwood were all recorded in Covington between 1672 and 1687 and were 
probably brothers. James was married to Janet How (see also Braidwoods in Covington Mains). 
 
James Lindsay and his spouse Margaret Graham had three sons born in Covington between 1683 and 
1692. Charles Lindsay and his spouse Elizabeth Livingston, William Lindsay and his spouse Elizabeth 
Smith and James Lindsay and Helen Sibbald all had children born between 1684 and 1699. 
 
John Gibson was a gardener in Covington, presumably at the Tower, or at the Manse. He and his 
spouse Margaret Sword had children born between 1709 and 1719.  
 
Thomas Gray and his spouse Janet Pret had children born in the parish between 1696 and 1706. 
Another Thomas Gray and his spouse Margaret Fisher had children born in Covington between 1712 
and 1720.  
 
John Kay (b.1695), a son of Archibald Kay in Hillhead, married Jean Muir. He was a carrier in 
Perryflats until 1730 and was thereafter in Covington Oldtown. John and Jean had four sons and eight 
daughters. Their second son William (1721-1761) married Beathiah Kay and had two sons and two 
daughters born in Perryflats before they moved to Upper Warrenhill about 1756 where another two 
sons were born. 
 
John Scott (d.1844) was a wright in Covington before moving to Lindsaylands. Thomas Arthur was in 
Covington Oldtown when he died in 1869. 
 
Hugh Galloway (c1807-1890) married Catherine Hill in 1842. He was the youngest son of James 
Galloway and Margaret Scott in Thankerton. He was a joiner and lived in Covington until his death. 
 
William Elder (1844-1916), the elder son of James Elder and Frances Purdie in Braeside, was a house 
thatcher in Covington Oldtown in 1891 & 1901 (census). His wife was Marion Weir (b.1842 in 
Carmichael). 
 
COVINGTON SCHOOLHOUSE – The present school was built in Newtown of 
Covington in 1895. Prior to that date, pupils were taught in a room (later the kitchen) 
of the schoolmaster’s house which was built in the Newtown in 1827. Before that date 
the school was in Hope Cottage in the Oldtown of Covington.   
 
James Storie, a resident in Meadowflat, was the schoolmaster in Covington from before 1720, possibly 
until around 1750. His spouse was Mary Gibson and they had children born until 1732. The family 
were still in the parish when two daughters married about 1742 and 1750. James Storie would probably 
have used a room in his house at Meadowflat to teach his scholars. 
 
David Lang (d.1826) was the parish schoolmaster and the legion clerk. He met Rabbie Burns at 
Covington Mains in 1786. David would almost certainly have lived in Hope Cottage. 
 
James Young (c1775-1856) was the parish schoolmaster from 1826 until 1856. His spouse was 
Margaret Ferguson (1784-1846). When his daughter Jean was born in 1826, it was noted that he was 
living in the ‘New Schoolhouse’, although other records state that the new schoolhouse was built in 
1827. 
 
Alexander Hunter (b.c1821 in Inverkeithing) was the parish schoolmaster from about 1856 until after 
1881 (census). He also occupied the Schoolhouse in Newtown of Covington. 
 
George Dickson (c1855-1929) was schoolmaster at Covington from 1883. He married Janet Watson 
Smith (c1856-1940), who acted as the sewing mistress at the school. They had two sons and six 
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daughters all born at Covington. Up until 1895 the classes were held within the schoolhouse, but in 
1895 a school was built adjacent to the house. The fact that ten people were living in the schoolhouse 
thereby leaving minimal space for teaching was possibly a major factor in the building of a school. 
After George retired, the family lived at Cairnhill, Thankerton. 
 
Diana Robertson (d.1942), a spinster, was a school teacher in Covington. Her unmarried sister Mary 
(d.1961), also a school teacher, died at Sillarbank, Biggar. 
 
CRAIGBURN – (Craigyburn). A cottage situated south-east of Perryflats and north-
west of Burnbrae. 
 
John Gilchrist, a weaver in Craigburn married Margaret Thomson before 1760 and died in 1763. 
 
Thomas Vassie (b.1740), the fourth son of John Vassie in Netherton, married Christian Prentice before 
1765. He was a weaver in Craigburn until 1773 when he was in Damside (which was also known as 
Burnside and may in fact have been another name for Craigburn).  Christian died some time after 1777 
and Thomas married Anne Wilson (d.1822) before 1794. Thomas had six children to his first wife and 
two to his second. 
 
Robert Ker (c1749-1831) in Craigburn had fourteen children to three wives. He married (1) Grizel Kay 
(d.1782) in 1777, (2) Jean Bertram (d.1785) in 1782 and (3) Helen Gowans in 1790. The youngest 
child Robert was born in 1812. 
 
CUMBERLAND – (Cumerland, Cummerland). A small holding located due east of 
and just over a quarter of a mile from Meadowflat. 
 
John Leiper married Agnes Brown in 1703 and was a tailor in Cumberland before he moved to 
Thankerton about 1712. His son John (b.1713) was also a tailor. 
 
In 1775, John Lindsay married Margaret Muir and had two sons and two daughters born in 
Cumberland. Their son George (b.1776) was an agricultural labourer in Knowe. 
 
In 1847, George Lindsay (b.1815), a son of Adam Lindsay and Janet Hamilton in Wellbrae, married 
Janet Muir (b.c1825 in Lanark). Their son Adam (1850-1927), born in Cumberland, married Barbara 
Brown (c1849-1926) and lived at St John’s Kirk. 
 
Jean Lindsay (1797-1872) and her sister Mary Lindsay (1805-1892), the second and youngest 
daughters of Hugh Lindsay and Janet Prentice in Meadowflat, lived at Cumberland. Both were 
unmarried. Janet died in Boat Cottage.  
 
Robert Anderson (c1836-1899), a blacksmith, and his spouse Helen Henderson (c1841-1907) were in 
Cumberland (1861 census) before moving to Covington Newtown where he continued as a blacksmith 
with his son George. Two daughters, Mary and Elizabeth were dressmakers. Robert was born in 
Colinton and was possibly unrelated to other Andersons in the parish.  
 
Andrew Vassie (b.c1847 in Dalserf) was a farm servant in Cumberland in 1871 (census) and in 
Burnmouth in 1881 (census). William Thomson (c1826-1910) was a railway fencer in Cumberland in 
1891 (census) and Thankerton Townhead in 1901 (census). He married Janet Fleming (c1829-1916). 
 
Donald Murray (c1856-1926) was a whinstone quarryman living in Cumberland in 1901 (census). He 
married Agnes Brunton (c1856-1932) before 1880. He had previously been an agricultural labourer in 
Skirling, Libberton and Hillhead (1891 census). John McRobert (b.c1869) was a signalman living in 
Cumberland in 1901 (census). 
 
CUMBERLANDHEAD – (Dykehead of Cumberland, Dyikheid of Cummerland). A 
cottage and possibly a smallholding near to Cumberland. 
 



 110 

John Adamson died in Dykehead of Cumberland in 1622. David Braidwood and his spouse Mary 
Purdie had children born between 1693 and 1715, most of them born in Cumberlandhead. Thomas 
Core and his spouse Rachel Fisher (d.1751) had a daughter and five sons born in Cumberlandhead 
between 1718 and 1731. Their son James (b.1726) was in Braeside of Warrenhill. James Kay (d.1789) 
and his spouse Janet Young (d.1783) had two sons born in Cumberlandhead before they moved to 
Knowe about 1775. Another three sons were born in Knowe. 
 
DAMSIDE – See Burnside. 
 
DUBB – (Dub). A smallholding on the road between Meadowflat and Heatheryhall 
near Leggatfoot. Several cottages were located around the main holding.  
 
William How married Mary Scott in 1696 and had children born in Dubb until 1717. John Lindsay 
(c1688-1755) married Janet Kay (d.1758 at Warrenhill) before 1733 and were in Dubb, Perryflats and 
Nether Warrenhill. Thomas Paterson (c1690-1763) and his spouse Marion Kay (c1701-1771) were in 
Dubb before they moved to Symington some time after 1735. 

 
John Tweddale married Margaret Plenderleith before 1725. They may have lived in the Mains for a 
short time before they were in Dubb. In 1738 they had moved to Burnbrae where in 1746 their ninth 
child was born. Adam Scott married Agnes Thripland (d.1765) before 1736. They were in Dubb until 
the mid 1750s, at which time they moved to Wellbrae. Robert Ewart, a tenant in Dubb, and his spouse 
Anna Baillie had children born there in 1739 and 1741. 
 
In 1742, George Kay (c1686-1757) married Mary Smith (d.1763) in Pettinain. They were in 
Meadowflat until some time after 1752 at which time they were recorded in Dubb. William Kay and 
his spouse Helen Forrest came from Wellbrae to Meadowflat about 1750. Helen, a widow, died in 1760 
in Dubb. Thomas Weir was in Dubb when he died in 1783. 
 
James Smith (d.1791) was a weaver in Northflat. He and his spouse Agnes McNaught had two 
daughters and two sons (twins) born there between 1761 and 1768. James later moved to Dubb, and 
died there in 1791. 
 
John Davidson and his spouse Janet Twaddle had a daughter and four sons born in Dubb between 1775 
and 1785. Alexander Purdie (1767-1824) married Janet Lawrie (c1764) before 1789. The first three of 
their twelve children were born in Dubb before they moved to Covington Mains about 1793. 
 
In 1781, David Newlands (d.1807) married Agnes Gibson (d.1825). They were in Dubb until 1800, at 
which time they moved to Burnmouth. Their third son David (b.1799) was a railway platelayer in 
Burnmouth, later moving to Covington Newtown. Their youngest son John (b.1801) was a weaver in 
Thankerton. 
 
Robert Aitken (c1764-1843), a weaver, and his spouse Christian Smith (c1761-1836) whom he married 
in 1784, had children born in Dubb until 1801. Sometime between 1801 and 1837, the family moved to 
Newtown of Covington. Robert was possibly from a Pettinain family as both he and his spouse are 
buried in the churchyard of that parish. Adam Orr (b.c1818 in Carnwath) was a farm servant living in 
Dubb in 1871 (census).  
 
EASTEND – The mansion house and estate, situated in the south eastern extremity of 
the parish of Carmichael, had land within the bounds of Covington parish. The 
boundary between the parishes of Covington and Carmichael (as defined by the 
Charter of Robert I in 1321) follows the course of the Cleugh Burn which rises near 
the summit of Tinto and continues through Thankerton Moor to its meeting the Glade 
Burn. Thus Eastend House is clearly in the parish of Carmichael. However for some 
unknown reason Eastend House and some of the cottages were included in the later 
Covington censuses. Eastend was owned by the Carmichael / Thomson Carmichaels 
who held the land there from the time that they were vassals to William, Earl of 
Douglas in the fourteenth century. Although the Thomson Carmichaels were always 
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closely associated with the parish from which they took their name, there were many 
references to the family in the old records of Covington and particularly Thankerton. 
Unfortunately early family records of the Carmichaels of Eastend were destroyed, and 
the earliest documentation remaining was of a marriage of a daughter in 1568. 
 
Thomas Carmichael who died before 1688, was the owner for the greater part of that century. His first 
wife, Janet Baillie, died in 1664 and his second wife, Marion Mure (Muir) died about 1688. The estate 
was passed to his son Thomas Carmichael who had married Lilias Anderson in 1700. Their son 
Michael succeeded his father in Eastend. John Carmichael, a son of Michael died unmarried in 1789, 
leaving the property to his nephew Maurice Carmichael, who was the son of his brother Michael 
Carmichael of Hazelhead and Mary Hay (c1730-1816).  

 
On the death of Maurice Carmichael (1757-1841), his eldest son Michael Hay Thomson Carmichael 
who had married Mary McQueen Thomson Honeyman in 1836 succeeded to the estate. He had three 
sons and four daughters born between 1837 and 1861. His eldest son Maurice Thomson Carmichael 
(1841-1892), a captain in the 92nd Gordon Highlanders, succeeded his father. After his death in 1892, 
his wife Alice managed the estate until his son Michael Thomson Carmichael came of age.  

 
Michael was the last proprietor at Eastend bearing the Thomson Carmichael name. When the direct 
male line ended, the estate was inherited by the McNeil-Hamilton family who held land at Larkhall. A 
Thomson Carmichael daughter had previously married into that family. The McNeil-Hamilton line at 
Eastend also came to an end when Millicent McNeil-Hamilton died unmarried. 
  
The Eastend Carmichaels were always resident proprietors, and as a result, provided much 
employment for local people. In the 1871 census, twelve members of staff were living in the house 
along with the family, in addition to numerous staff living in cottages.  They employed a farm overseer, 
ploughmen, shepherds, general farm labourers, foresters, a gamekeeper, gardeners, a coachman, a 
governess, a cook, a butler, housemaids, laundry maids, kitchen maids and nursery maids.  
 

 
Eastend House from a sketch 

 
Many families were recorded in Eastend over the years, but few made mention of the occupations of 
the bread winners. Most would have been foresters and agricultural labourers and some of the 
womenfolk would be employed in the mansion house. 
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Robert Dickson married Janet Bell in 1704 and was in Eastend when his six children were born.  John 
Paterson had three children born there between 1719 and 1723. 

 
James Ramage in Lochlyoch, married Janet Vassie in 1739 and came to Eastend in 1741. Their 
youngest child was born in 1754. Andrew Crawford (c1701-1766) died in Eastend. He was in 
Crossridge when his daughters were born between 1739 and 1744. John Chapman married Margaret 
White in 1758 and had children born in Eastend between then and 1766. In 1784 Robert Jack and his 
spouse Margaret Graham had a son James born in Eastend.  

 
David Templeton married (1) Margaret Smith in 1767 and (2) Janet White in 1777. He had two 
daughters by his first wife and five sons and a daughter by his second. Thomas Templeton in 
Lochlyoch married Ann Hamilton in 1776, and was probably his brother. 

 
Michael Templeton (1782-1870), third son of David and Janet, married Mary Stevenson. Their third 
son Michael (b.c1815 in Lanark) married Margaret Bryce and had children born in Douglas, 
Carmichael Boat and Pettinain.    
 
James How married Margaret Wilson in 1795 and had eight children born in Eastend from 1800 until 
1818. Their fifth son Robert (b.1813) was a farm labourer in Eastend Lodge (1851 census). His wife 
Catherine was the gatekeeper. 

 
William Brown (c1751-1837) married Elizabeth Scott (c1749-1830) in 1775 and was in Standalane, 
Shaws and Drumalbin when his children were born, but moved to Eastend Lodge in 1809. His son 
James Brown (1781-1860), born at Shaws, became farm overseer at Eastend. He married Mary Wilson 
(c1780-1845). Their daughter Mary Brown (1809-1896) married Allan Campbell (1805-1884), and 
they lived in Pond Cottage at Eastend. Allan later became the tenant farmer in Upper Blackshouse. 

 
James Marchbank married Grizel Greenshields in 1788 and lived in Lochlyoch until the turn of the 
century, but was in Eastend South Gate when his daughter Mary was born in 1803 and his son William 
in 1808. It was interesting that Mary was given the middle name of Carmichael. It was the custom of 
some employees on estates to incorporate their employers name when naming their children. Similarly, 
in 1800, George Couper in Eastend baptised his daughter Elizabeth Carmichael Couper.   

 
Between 1822 and 1827, James Henderson and his wife Grizel Bertram had three daughters born in 
Eastend.. In 1827, Thomas Dickson (1805-1840) from Westgate married Lilias Young (c1805-1866) 
and was in Eastend Lodge when his children were born. After his premature death in 1840, his widow 
returned to the family home at Westgate. 

 
Between 1830 and 1834 William Forrest and his spouse Elizabeth Forrest had children baptised. 
William, a coachman, was a widower living in Eastend Lodge (1851 census). His sister Elizabeth, son 
James and daughter Marion were living with him in 1861 (census).  

 
Andrew Allan and his wife Jane Peacock had children born in Eastend in 1841 and 1843. James 
Cranston and his wife Jane Gilchrist had daughters born there in 1841 and 1843. George Wilson was 
an agricultural labourer in Eastend (1851 census).  

 
Thomas Smith (b.c1818 in Dunblane), a gardener, and his wife Isabella Steele (b.c1821 in Colinton) 
had two sons William and George born in 1850 and 1851.  

 
In 1871, William White (born c1824 in Culter) was the farm overseer. John Ross (b.c1821) was a 
gardener (1871 census). Alexander Purdie was an agricultural labourer living in Eastend Home Farm 
(1881 census). Among the occupiers of the numerous estate cottages was John Veitch (b.c1822), a 
butler at Eastend House, his wife Helen (b.c1845) and a son and four daughters.  

 
Edward Stoddart (b.c1848 in Yorkshire) was a gamekeeper living in Eastend Plantation End (1891 
census). John Stoddart (b.c1862 in Biggar) was a gardener living in Eastend Cottage (1891 census). His 
wife was Beatrice Inglis (b.c1868), elder daughter of William Inglis and Elizabeth Stoddart in Midtown 
and Howgate.  
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Robert Henderson, a gamekeeper, came to Eastend in 1921. He had two sons, Robert (b.1909) and 
John (b.1915) and six daughters.  

 
The last tenant farmer in Eastend was Alex Brown. In the mid 1960s, the farm ceased to operate as 
such, and grass parks were let out to neighbouring farmers.  
 
EASTFIELD OF COVINGTON – There was only one mention of this place and its 
location is not known. Although there were places named Eastfield in the 
neighbouring parishes of Culter, Symington and Pettinain, this reference was 
obviously to a place in Covington, presumably to the east of Covington Old Town. 
 
John Lamb (c1629-1692) was a tenant in Eastfield of Covington. His spouse was Marion Kay (c1636-
1698). 
 
FALLBURN – A farm located at the foot of Tinto, the majority of its land forming 
part of that hill, although the flatter land on Thankerton moor was also within its 
bounds. 
 
James Bell (b.1747) and John Bell (1749-1839) the third and fourth sons of Thomas Bell and Agnes 
Main in Whitehall, farmed in Fallburn. John does not appear to have been married. James had a son 
John who died in 1810, at which time his nephew Thomas (1789-1856) became tenant of the 1150 
acres (1841, 1851 census). 
 
Charles Bulloch (1801-1833), the younger son of Charles Bulloch and Mary Smith in Nether 
Warrenhill, married Helen Purdie (1793-1859) in 1825 and had five sons born up until Charles died in 
1833. After being widowed, Helen was an agricultural labourer in Covington Mains. James and John, 
the fourth and fifth sons, were railway platelayers in Covington Newtown and Thankerton respectively.  
 
In 1815, William Telfer (b.c1790 in Carnwath), a farm servant in Whitehall, married Agnes Bulloch 
(b.1794 in Laigh Warrenhill). They had six daughters and three sons born by 1837. In 1851 (census), 
William was a farm servant in Fallburn Cottage and in 1861 (census), Agnes was a widow. Both 
Whitehall and Fallburn were farmed by members of the Bell family.  
 

1 
Photo of Fallburn from old postcard dated c1900 
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John Cuthbertson (b.c1807 in Libberton) was a shepherd in Fallburn in 1841 & 1851 (census). David 
Blakely (b.c1841), was a farm servant living in Fallburn Cottages in 1871 (census). He was probably a 
brother to Adam in Sykehead Cottage. John Garth (b.c1822 in Barony) was a weaver in Fallburn from 
about 1861. He moved to Thankerton some time between 1871 and 1881. 
 
James Smith (c1842-1922) was a shepherd in Fallburn from before 1871 until after 1901 (census). His 
wife was Elizabeth Ker (c1843-1917) and they had one son and six daughters.  
 
Allan Hamilton (b.c1872 in Moffat) was a railway guard living in Fallburn in 1901 (census).  
 
Walter (Wattie) Kerr, was a shepherd in Fallburns for many years from the 1920s. 
 
FALLBURN COTTAGE – See under Thankerton Toll House. 
 
HEATHERYHALL – A large farm in the north-east of the parish. Originally named 
North Mains it changed to Heatheryhall about 1843. An earlier name of Whitehall 
appears to have referred to a farm on this site or very close to it (see also North Mains 
and Whitehall). 
 
In 1835, John Robertson married Jean Percival. They had three sons born in Heatheryhall between 
1836 and 1840. 
 
Thomas Forrest (1816-1887), his wife Grace Shaw (c1820-1900) and five children came from 
Henshilwood to the farm of Heatheryhall about 1857. Another three children were born at “North 
Mains”, the old name of Heatheryhall, including John (c1859-1934), an unmarried son who succeeded 
his father in the farm. 
 
John Affleck (b.c1836 in Carnwath) was a farm servant living in Heatheryhall Cothouse in 1881 
(census). 
 
John Hope (b.c1863 in Wiston) was a ploughman at Heatheryhall. In 1901 (census) he was living in 
Heatheryhall Cottage with his wife Margaret Smith (c1862-1935) and four young sons. 
 
A name that will always be associated with Heatheryhall is that of the Barr family. Andrew Clark Barr 
(c1898-1957) was the farmer in Heatheryhall from 1934. His wife was Bessie Hutchison (c1897-1989). 
Heatheryhall had, as the name implies, much land covered in heather. It was Andrew and his only son 
Andrew (1925-2008) who greatly improved the land thus making Heatheryhall one of the best stock 
farms in the area. 
 
HIGH WARRENHILL – See Upper Warrenhill. 
 
HILLHEAD – (Covington Hillhead, Hilheid). The most easterly farm in the parish 
and sometimes referred to as a village. It was a typical ferme toune with numerous 
cottages clustered around a main farm. 
 
James Scott in Hillhead died in 1577. James Scott, a weaver in Hillhead, married Lillias Tod (1638-
1682 or 1689). John Scott and his spouse Janet Fisher had children born in Hillhead between 1740 and 
1747. At a similar time, Hugh Scott, a tenant, and his spouse Margaret Anderson had children.  
 
James Lindsay (d.1626) and his spouse Margaret Gray (d.c1626) were in Hillhead. Rolland Lindsay 
(d.1685) and his spouse Catherine Smith had daughters born in Hillhead in 1665 and 1667. 
 
William Lindsay and his spouse Elizabeth Stodart (d.1679) were in Hillhead. In 1703, their son 
William married Marion Scott and had children born in Hillhead until 1720. William Lindsay, a tenant 
in Hillhead, married Elizabeth Robison and had six daughters and two sons born between 1736 and 
1746. Another William Lindsay in Hillhead married Christian Morrison and had daughters born in 
1741 and 1747. Either William could have been the son born in 1707 to William and Marion. 
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John Lindsay and his spouse Elizabeth Smith (c1679-1753) had children born in Hillhead until 1720, 
but some time after that date moved to Northflat. Alexander Lindsay (d.1783) married Rachel Kay 
before 1748. They were in Hillhead in 1751, but by 1758 were in Upper Warrenhill. William Lindsay 
was recorded as a sub tenant in Hillhead after he married Helen Lindsay. He died in 1764. A George 
Lindsay died in Hillhead in 1801. 
 
John Lindsay (1749-1805) and his spouse Abigail Swan (c1745-1812) had a son and seven daughters 
born in Hillhead between 1774 and 1791. Abigail had a previous marriage to Adam Henderson, with 
whom she had three daughters. John Lindsay (b.c1877 in Douglas) was a ploughman in Hillhead in 
1901 (census) 
 
James Kay (d.1673) in Hillhead and his spouse Isabel Fisher had a daughter Agnes born in 1667. 
George Kay and his spouse Katherine Lamb (d.1681) had daughters Rachel and Katherine born in 
Hillhead in 1664 and 1667. James and George would very likely have been brothers. Between 1691 
and 1698, children were born to George, Archibald and John Kay in Hillhead. Archibald’s spouse was 
Rachel Kay and John married Janet Liverance in 1691. John Kay (b.1695), a carrier in Perryflats and 
Covington, was a son of Archibald and Rachel. He married Jean Muir and they were the parents of four 
sons and eight daughters. 
 
Thomas Kay (d.1743), a tenant in Hillhead, and his spouse Margaret Watt (c1697-1751) had five sons 
and three daughters. Thomas and Margaret are buried in Pettinain Churchyard. 
 
John How and his spouse Agnes Fisher had children born in Hillhead before 1668. William How 
recorded in Dubb by the end of that century may have been their son and William How who married 
Helen Young in Pettinain in 1733 was very probably their grandson. The latter William was in Hillhead 
until about 1746 when he moved to Nether Warrenhill. 
 
David Tweddale in Hillhead died in 1680. 
 
William Muir and his spouse Janet Vassie had children born in Hillhead between 1685 and 1708. 
Another William Muir, whose spouse was a Jamieson, was recorded in Hillhead in 1719 and 1721. A 
third William Muir and his spouse Janet Braidwood had three daughters and two sons born in Hillhead 
between 1733 and 1741. 
 
John Braidwood in Hillhead died in 1676. Francis Braidwood and his spouse Isabel Fisher had 
children born in Hillhead between 1694 and 1706, including a son Francis (b.1698) who married Jean 
Lindsay and lived at Meadowflat.  
 
Thomas Braidwood and his spouse Agnes Meek had five sons and a daughter born in Hillhead 
between 1706 and 1717. John Braidwood (b.1707, possibly a son of Thomas and Agnes) and his 
spouse Christian Lindsay (c1707-1764) had children born in Hillhead until 1747 and thereafter in 
Leggatfoot and Covington Mains where he continued his business as a carrier. Their son Francis 
married Helen Forrest and lived at Meadowflat and later at Covington Mains. 
 
In 1697, John Watt married Marion Lindsay. They had seven daughters and two sons born in Hillhead 
where John was employed as a gardener. He had a second marriage before 1719 to Marion Braidwood 
with whom he had a further seven daughters and four sons. In 1726 John Watt in Covington Hillhead 
was granted the Kirk Land of Quothquan which he retained until 1739 when it was acquired by 
Alexander Chancellor of Shieldhill. 
 
William Gib and his spouse Margaret Forrest had children born in Hillhead between 1710 and 1714.  
 
Thomas Young and his spouse Mary Tweddale had three daughters born in Hillhead between 1725 and 
1730. Thomas Young, a smith in Hillhead, married Janet Nicol (d.1765) before 1742. Although they 
were still in Hillhead in 1761, they had been in Dubb between 1748 and 1755. James Young (b.c1802) 
was an agricultural labourer in Hillhead in 1841 (census). 
 
John Gibson (c1678-1752) and his spouse Elizabeth Fisher (c1701-1751) came to Hillhead about 1736 
from Meadowflat.  They had eight children born between 1725 and 1738. 
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John Fisher (c1681-1762) and his spouse Margaret Craig were in Hillhead when their first four 
children were born between 1712 and 1717. A further five children were born in Cumberland, Wellbrae 
and Mains by 1728. When John died, he was living at Holl of Cumberland. 
 
William Fisher, a carrier, and his spouse Helen Fisher had three daughters born in Perryflats between 
1755 and 1758, but all three died before 1760. William and Helen moved to Hillhead in 1761 where 
another two children were born and died in infancy. Helen died shortly after the last birth.. Some time 
before 1772, William married Beatrix Neil with whom he had two daughters, Agnes (b.1772) and 
Beatrix (b.1777). 
 
James Minto and his spouse Agnes Kay had four children born in Meadowflat between 1737 and 1744. 
They had another two children after they moved to Hillhead where James was recorded as a tenant. 
 
Andrew Pringle (d.1778), a tailor in Hillhead, married Mary Barrie (d.1793) before 1746. Two of their 
sons, John (b.1746) and James (b.1749) were in Leggatfoot. 
 
George Laing married Marion Nicol before 1747 and had children born in Hillhead until 1759. 
 
David Gilchrist (d.1758), a son of David Gilchrist in Burnbrae, married Janet Keddar and had children 
born in Hillhead until about 1746, and in Meadowflat thereafter. 
 
William Smith was a shoemaker in Hillhead in 1751 and may have been in Leggatfoot later. His 
spouse was Janet Muirhead (d.1764). In 1790, their son William Smith married Christian Baillie and 
lived in Hillhead for a time. 
 
Robert Lawson and James Lawson both had children born in Hillhead during the 1750s. Robert was 
married twice, - (1) Agnes Liddell (d.1752) and (2) Elizabeth Muir. James married Janet Aitken in 
1753 at Pettinain.  
 
Adam Stodart (d.1780, Dryden) married Agnes Wilkie (c1731-1818) before 1754. Adam, the tenant 
farmer in Hillhead had one daughter and five sons. His eldest son James (1756-1829) succeeded his 
father as tenant. In 1781 he married Agnes Thomson (c1757-1839) and they produced five sons and 
two daughters. It was their youngest son Archibald (c1795-1879) who succeeded in the farm. In 1836 
he married Agnes Paterson (c1818-1883) and they had eight sons before finally producing a daughter. 
Their third and sixth sons, James (b.1840) and Archibald (1846-1913) both farmed in Hillhead. James 
married Sophia Denholm (b.c1842), the eldest daughter of Alexander Denholm in Beatlaws, 
Lamington. By 1881 (census), only Archibald remained, the farmer of 375 acres. Soon after, he 
emigrated to America, (two brothers and a sister of his father had earlier emigrated), and he died in 
California in 1913. 
 
Thomas Purdie married Elizabeth Kay before 1756. They lived in Hillhead until about 1766 when they 
moved to Covington Mains. After Elizabeth died, Thomas married Martha Scott (d.1814) in 1776 and 
remained in Covington Mains.  
 
Gavin Forrest (c1725-1801), a weaver, and his spouse Catherine Adamson (1727-1796), a daughter of 
Daniel Adamson in Hillhead, had children born between 1758 and 1770 in Hillhead and a place 
beginning with ‘Burn’ (could be Burnbrae, Burnmouth or Burnside). At some time after 1770, the 
family moved to Holmbraes where Gavin continued as a weaver. 
 
David Barclay (d.1763) was a tenant in Hillhead. He married Margaret Allan (1801) and had a number 
of children born up until his death in 1763. William Allan in Hillhead, who died in 1780 may have 
been the father or brother of Margaret. John Barclay in Hillhead, who had children born to two wives 
in 1769 and 1773 may have been a brother to David. 
 
John Bell and his spouse Janet Wilson had children born in Hillhead in 1766 and 1767, but his 
relationship, if any, to the Bells in Northflat and Whitehall is unknown. 
 
Adam Henderson and his spouse Abigail Swan had three daughters born in Hillhead between 1767 
and 1771. James Henderson (1771-1844), the third son of Thomas Henderson and Elizabeth Galloway 
in Thankerton) was an agricultural labourer in Hillhead. In 1799, he married Marion Baillie (1770-
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1825), the elder daughter of William Baillie in the Mains. James and Marion had three sons and three 
daughters. 
 
In 1829, John Henderson (c1803-1893) married Isabella Frood (1808-1887), the third daughter of 
Thomas Frood and Marion Stewart in Burnhouse Mill, Carmichael. John was a weaver in Hillhead 
from 1829 till he retired and lived in Thankerton (1891 census). Their twin son Adam Henderson 
(1833-1865) was a handloom weaver in Wellbrae. Their fourth son William (b.1842) married Christina 
before 1861 and remained in Hillhead where he was an agricultural labourer (1871 census). The family 
were then in Kilbucho for about 15 years before returning to the parish at Springbank about 1889. They 
had at least fifteen children over a 29 year span. Christina died when the last child was born in 1890. 
 
William Laurie and his spouse Jean Lithgow had children born in Hillhead in 1775 and 1780. John 
Traquair died in Hillhead in 1804. His spouse Marion Gilchrist died in 1808. 
 
George Hamilton and his spouse Mary Saddler had daughters born in Hillhead in 1779 and 1783. 
James Hamilton and his spouse Margaret Saddler (1746-1837) lived there at a similar time. They were 
possibly brothers married to sisters. 
 
Mungo Aitken (c1749-1816) was a smith / farrier in Hillhead. He was probably the son of John Aitken 
in Drumalbin. He married Margaret Barclay (c1755-1827) in 1774 and they had nine children born up 
until 1795. One of their sons, David (1782-1851), was also a blacksmith in Hillhead, and later in 
Northflat. David married (1) Margaret Prentice in 1807 and (2) Euphemia French (31 years his junior) 
in 1848. 
 
In 1780, John Weir in Hillhead married Isabel Purdie. John Weir (c1800-1857), a farm labourer in 
Hillhead, married Isabella Meek (c1800-1866) before 1830. They had four sons and two daughters 
born in Dunsyre before they were in Hillhead Cottages. By 1861 (census) the family were living in 
Thankerton. 
 
In 1788, John Slimman (c1769-1837) married Marion Henderson (1769-1853), a daughter of Adam 
Henderson in Hillhead. They had children born in Hillhead between 1787 and 1811. John was a cooper 
in Thankerton when he died in 1837. 
 
In 1793, Archibald Martin (c1771-1851), a son of Archibald Martin, a tailor in Covington Mains and 
Northflat, married Jean Core (c1766-1842). Archibald was a shoemaker in Hillhead until about 1805 
when he moved to the Mains. Two of their sons were also shoemakers in the Mains, - Archibald (1797-
1885) and John (1801-1888). Another son, David (1799-1876) was a farmer in Perryflats. 
 
William Inglis and his spouse Alison Deans had children born in Hillhead from 1803. William Inglis 
(b.c1812), an agricultural labourer, was probably their son. He married Mary Gordon (b.c1817) and 
had children born in Hillhead from 1841. Alexander Rennie and his spouse Margaret Wilson were in 
Hillhead when their third daughter was born in 1825.  
 
Andrew Crawford and his spouse Mary Smith had children born in Hillhead between 1830 and 1834. 
Mary was a daughter of James Smith and Margaret Waugh in Burnbrae and Symington. 
 
In 1832, James Hunter (b.c1799 in Drumelzier) married Isabella Core (b.1808 in Leggatfoot), the 
fourth daughter of David Core and Isabella Martin in Wellbrae. James was a farm servant in Hillhead 
until 1840, and left the area before returning to Low Warrenhill about 1847. 
 
Hamilton Blakely or Blackly (b.c1789 in Crawfordjohn) was a shepherd living in Hillhead Cottages in 
1851 (census). 
 
In 1835, John McMorran (b.c1808) married Janet Cunningham (b.c1812). They had seven children 
born in Hillhead where John was employed as an agricultural labourer. In 1846, Janet Cunningham had 
a son John born to Charles McMorran (brother to John ?). It is not certain if John died or if she was 
married to Charles. 
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George Donaldson (b.c1813 in Walston) married Elizabeth Henderson in 1836. George was an 
agricultural labourer in Hillhead when his children were born between 1836 and 1846. He was a 
weaver in Meadowflat Cottages in 1851 (census). 
 
Thomas Porteous (b.c1820 in West Linton) was a ploughman living in Hillhead Cotters House in 
1851, 1861 & 1871 (census).  
 
John Little (b.c1821 in Moffat) was a farmer of 4 acres in Hillhead Pendicle in 1851 (census). He came 
to Hillhead about 1844. John Tennant in Hillhead had children born between 1849 and 1856. 
 
The unmarried brothers Thomas Scott (b.c1842) and William Scott (b.c1843) from Lesmahagow, were 
farmers in Hillhead in 1891 & 1901 (census). Their unmarried sister Marion (b.c1845) was their 
housekeeper.  
 
Angus Maclean (c1854-1919) and his spouse Sarah Henry were in Hillhead Cottage. Adam Lithgow 
(b.c1856 in Culter) was an agricultural labourer living in Hillhead Cothouse in 1881 (census). 
 
Donald Murray (c1856-1926) was an agricultural labourer living in Hillhead Cottage in 1891 (census). 
His wife was Agnes Hislop Brunton (c1856-1932). In 1901 (census), he was a whinstone quarryman 
living in Cumberland. 
 
Thomas Muirhead was the farmer in Hillhead from the early years of the 1900s until 1939.  
 
William Johnstone (1905-1986), the third son of Thomas Johnstone and Janet Prentice in Covington 
Mains, was the farmer in Hillhead from 1939 when he married Margaret Fleming, the second daughter 
of William Fleming and Mary Howie in Auldton, Dalserf. William also farmed Covington Mains after 
his brother James moved South and where his unmarried sister Margaret (Meg) lived with their 
widowed mother. 
 
HILL OF WARRENHILL – See Upper Warrenhill. 
 
HOLE -  See Holl of Warrenhill. 
 
HOLL OF CUMBERLAND – (Hole of Cumberland). Obviously a reference to a 
cottage near Cumberland, or in the “hollow of Cumberland”. 
 
John Fisher (c1681-1762) and his spouse Margaret Craig were in Hillhead when their first four 
children were born between 1712 and 1717. A further five children were born in Cumberland, Wellbrae 
and Mains before 1728. When John died, he was living at Holl of Cumberland. 
 
Thomas Kay and his spouse Marion Johnstone had children born in Holl of Cumberland between 1722 
and 1729. Marion may have been a daughter of William Johnstone, a tenant in Holl of Cumberland. 
 
Thomas Telfer married (1) Janet Bell (d.1756) before 1755 and (2) Agnes Hastie before 1758. At the 
time of his first marriage Thomas was in Burnbrae, but after his second marriage, he was in Hole of 
Cumberland. He may have had a third wife, or it may have been his son who was the Thomas (d.1795) 
that married Mary Newbigging (d.1797) and lived at Thankerton Bridge.   
 
James Smellie and his spouse Jean Hutchison were living in Hole when two sons Robert and John were 
born in 1775 and 1777. Hole could have referred to either Holl of Cumberland or Holl of Warrenhill, 
but was thought to be the former. 
 
HOLL OF WARRENHILL – (Hole of Warrenhill, Hole). This place was recorded 
on Roy’s Map (1747-1755) as Hole. It was sited between Blackshouse and the summit 
of Chesters Hill and due north of Warrenhill. The name was often recorded as Holl   
 
William Anderson and his spouse Catherine Henderson had six daughters born in Holl of Warrenhill 
between 1720 and 1734. 
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James Brownlee (c1703-1792) married Elizabeth Pettigrew (d.1760) in 1742. They had children born 
in Holl of Warrenhill up until 1755, but the birth of their youngest daughter born in 1757 showed her 
birthplace as Upper Warrenhill. Two of their sons, Robert and William were in Braeside, and a third, 
Alexander was in Perryflats.  
 
James Gibson, a tenant in Holl of Warrenhill, and his spouse Jean Crawford (d.1789) had children born 
between 1756 and 1765. 
 
HOLMBRAES – A cottage on the banks of the Clyde between Boat Bridge and 
Craig Ford opposite Lawhouse farm (Quothquan), but slightly south. 
 
Thomas Padzen and his spouse Margaret Glasgow had four sons and two daughters born in Holmbraes 
between 1716 and 1729. 
 
Gavin Forrest (c1725-1801), a weaver, and his spouse Catherine Adamson (1727-1796), a daughter of 
Daniel Adamson in Hillhead, had children born between 1758 and 1770 in Hillhead and a place 
beginning with ‘Burn’ (could be Burnbrae, Burnmouth or Burnside). At some time after 1770, the 
family moved to Holmbraes where Gavin continued as a weaver. 
 
George Glasgow, a weaver in Holmbraes, and his spouse Agnes Williamson had children born 
between 1738 and 1750. When the youngest child was born, the family were in Nether Warrenhill.  
 
William Purdie, a tailor, married Mary Weir in 1790. They lived at Thankerton Bridge until about 
1801 when they moved to Holmbraes. 
 
HOPE COTTAGE – Situated adjacent to the church, the cottage was used as the 
school prior to 1827. 
 
David Lang (d.1826) was the parish schoolmaster and the legion clerk. The school was held in the 
cottage and almost certainly David would also live there. He met Rabbie Burns at Covington Mains in 
1786. 
 
Janet Lindsay (1800-1885), the third wife of James Paterson (c1783-1854) of Carmichael Mill and 
Cloburn, lived in Hope Cottage after she was widowed in 1854. 
 
James Finlayson (c1881-1961), a farm labourer at Covington Mains, and his wife Christina Todd 
(c1881-1971) lived in the cottage. Their unmarried son William (c1909-1983), also a farm labourer, 
remained there until his death. 
 
KNOWE – (Know). A smallholding situated between Meadowflat and Wellbrae. 
 
John Scott (c1684-1753), a wright, married Helen Lamb (d.1757) before 1720. They were in 
Meadowflat until about 1728 when they moved to Knowe. In 1790, William Scott c1770-1847), who 
may have been a grandson of John, married Marion Lindsay (1767-1830), the eldest daughter of Adam 
Lindsay in Thankerton. They had seven sons and two daughters and were in Knowe until 1796 when 
they moved to Wellbrae. 
 
James Kay (d.1789) and his spouse Janet Young (d.1783) had already two sons when they came to 
Knowe from Cumberlandhead about 1775. Another three sons were born in Knowe. 
 
George Lindsay (b.1776), a son of John Lindsay and Margaret Muir in Cumberland, was an 
agricultural labourer in Knowe. He had at least two sons, William (b.c1825) and John (b.c1833). 
George and his spouse Janet were in Braeside in 1851 (census). 
 
In Pettinain in 1752, Thomas Simpson married Jean Aitken (d.1798). They lived in Knowe of 
Meadowflat when their children were born, but were later recorded in Burnbrae and Braeside. 
 
James Brownlee (1785-1816), second son of William Brownlee and Margaret Paton in Braeside, 
married Janet Prentice (c1786-1861) in 1812, and was a tenant in Knowe. One of their sons, William 
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(b.1813) was an agricultural labourer / ploughman. He married Grace Dickson in 1833 and had eleven 
children born in Drumalbin and Meadowflat up until 1856. In 1823, Hugh McDougal in Meadowflat 
married Janet Lindsay. In 1832 they were living in Knowe. 
 
In 1827, William Henderson (c1797-1875) married Elizabeth Thomson, the daughter of James 
Thomson in Carnwath. They were in Wellbrae from 1827 until 1831; in Knowe from 1831 until 1837; 
in Newtown in 1838 and from about 1840 in Thankerton where William was a handloom and drugget 
weaver until his death in 1875. 
 
LAIGH WARRENHILL – See Nether Warrenhill. 
 
LANGLANDS – A farm on the foot slopes of Tinto, west-south-west of Sherifflats 
and south-south-east of Fallburn.  The land of this small farm appears to have been 
added to the acreage of Fallburns sometime after 1800 after which the cottages at 
Langlands were occupied not only by agricultural labourers, but also by weavers, a 
shoemaker, a fruit merchant and retired people. 
 

 
Langlands 

 
James Lindsay (c1724-1773) was a tenant in Langlands. In 1761 he married Mary Lamb (1730-1801), 
the second daughter of William Lamb and Janet Hunter in Drumalbin. When James died in 1773, his 
brother in law, George Lamb (1727-1800), became the tenant in Langlands. He married Jean 
Somerville (c1736-1807) before 1774. They had three sons, John (b.1774) who was a farmer at 
Crookboat, William (b.1776) who was the minister at Pettinain and Carmichael, and Thomas (b.1779).  
 
William Affleck and his spouse Grizel Currie were recorded in Langlands in 1789. Their son William 
(b.1789) married Agnes Aitken (b.1785) in 1816. William was an agricultural labourer in Braeside and 
latterly Burnbrae, but his sons William (b.1821) and James (b.1825) were both living in Langlands 
when their children were born. 
 
John Hutchison, a shoemaker in Langlands, married Marion Aitken. John died in 1813 and his 
daughter Margaret (b.1805) died there in 1823. 
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John Currie (b.1775), a son of John Currie and Ellison Henderson in Thankerton, married Margaret 
Stein and had children born in Langlands between 1803 and 1812. Their twin sons John and William 
(b.1807) were weavers in Covington Newtown and Burngreen (Carmichael) respectively. 
 
Thomas Pratt (c1775-1840) and his spouse Grizel Thomson were in Muirhouse. Grizel died there in 
1813, but when Thomas died he was in Langlands. William Pratt, possibly a brother to Thomas, died in 
Langlands in 1848. 
 
In 1826, Matthew Finlayson (b.1800 in Lyonside) married Helen Reid (c1807-1878) in Carmichael. 
They had ten sons and two daughters all born in Drumalbin where Matthew was a cotton weaver. 
Between 1851 and 1861, Matthew and Helen and the youngest children moved to Langlands where 
Matthew was recorded as a hand loom wool weaver (1861 & 1871 census). Some time before 1878 the 
family moved to Burnmouth (1881 census) Helen died there in December that year. Their sixth son 
George (b.1836) was a ploughman in Thankerton (1861 census). 
 
Thomas Blackwood (d.1820) and his spouse Jean Bryce had children born in Langlands between 1809 
and 1813, but by 1816 had moved to Woodend at Eastend. 
 
Hugh Mitchell was in Langlands in 1821. Marion Mitchell (b.1798), an unmarried daughter of James 
Mitchell and Jean Wilson in Upper Warrenhill and Wellbrae was a stocking knitter in Langlands. She 
had an illegitimate son George born in 1825 in Northflat. 
 
Robert More (b.c1815 in Hamilton) and his wife Helen lived in Langlands Cothouse. Robert was a 
fruit merchant in Glasgow in 1881 (census), and retired in 1891 (census). His son Andrew, a clerk, 
married Elizabeth Jarrett. His daughters Margaret (b.c1857) and Ann (b.c1862) were china merchants. 
 
John Watson (b.c1822 in Symington) was a hand loom wool weaver in Langlands in 1861 (census). 
 
Alexander Purdie (b.c1819) was a hand loom weaver in Langlands in 1861 (census). He married 
Margaret Fraser (b,c1816 in Dunsyre) and had previously lived in Lochlyoch. In 1871 & 1881 
(census), he was a wool weaver in Covington Newtown. 
 
John Martin (b.c1839 in Carmichael) was an agricultural labourer in Langlands in 1871 (census). 
 
James Little (b.c1850 in Eddleston) was an agricultural labourer living in Langlands Cothouse in 1881 
(census). 
 
George Telfer (b.c1848 in Kirkurd) was an agricultural labourer in Langlands from about 1881 until 
after 1891 (census). 
 
The last occupant of Langlands was a widow, Mrs Mundell, in the 1930s. Her husband, who had been 
a railwayman, died of pneumonia.   
 
LEGGATFOOT – (Liggetfoot, Liggatfoot, Leggitfoot, Lygatfoot). A few cottages 
north-west of Covington Mains and west of Hillhead situated on the south side of the 
present railway bridge, and occupying ground that is now part of the railway line. The 
present Leggatfoot is located a few hundred yards east of the original site. 
 
James Kay (c1685-1765), a smith in Leggatfoot, married Agnes Thripland before 1709 and had 
children born until 1719. 
 
John Robison, a cowper in Leggatfoot, married Isabel Braidwood before 1725. 
 
Thomas Lindsay and his spouse Marion Braidwood (c1697-1752) had two daughters and two sons 
born in Leggatfoot between 1729 and 1741. 
 
James Russell, a shoemaker in Leggatfoot, married Jean Gibson before 1738. 
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George Lourie in Leggatfoot died in 1780. His spouse Janet Forrest died in 1785. His brother John, 
also in Leggatfoot, died before 1780. Another brother, James, died in Covington Mains in 1783. 
 
John Pringle (b.1746) and James Pringle (1749-1814), both sons of Andrew Pringle, a tailor in 
Hillhead, were in Leggatfoot. John married Eupham Newbigging (d.1826) in 1775, and after his death, 
his widow married his brother James. 
 
David Core (1759-1839), the son of James Core and Marion Easton in Braeside and Burnbrae, married 
Isabella Martin (1767-1850) in 1787. They had eleven children born between then and 1813. David 
was a tailor in Leggatfoot until some time after 1813, when he gained the tenancy of Wellbrae, 
becoming a farmer there. Three of his sons were also farmers, - James (b.1794) in Newside, Archibald 
(b.1797) in Crossridge and David (b.1799) remained in Wellbrae.  
 
Thomas Gilbert (c1780-1854), a labourer, and his spouse Margaret Pringle (1783-1857) had three sons 
and two daughters in Parkhall, before they moved to Leggatfoot about 1817, where they had another 
four sons. Three of their sons, Robert (b.1808), Thomas (b.1811) and William (b.1818) remained in 
Leggatfoot where they were employed as a cotton weaver, an agricultural labourer and a sawyer 
respectively. There was no record of any of the three being married. In 1852, the youngest son, Thomas 
Watson Gilbert (1825-1901) married Agnes Merry (c1829-1884). They set up home in Newtown of 
Covington.  
 
In 1812, William French (c1788-1825) married Euphemia Pringle (1790-1851). They had two 
daughters and a son born in Northflat, before moving to Leggatfoot where another two sons were born. 
Their eldest daughter married David Aitken (his second wife), a blacksmith in Northflat. Their eldest 
son William (1818-1883) married Catherine Crawford and farmed at Muirlea. Their second son James 
(1820-1902) married Marion Tennant and they lived in Northflat Cotters House where James was a 
ploughman.  He died at Sherifflats where his youngest son Samuel (c1859-1948) farmed.  
 
In 1881 (census), William Davidson (b.c1825 in Lesmahagow) was a railway surfaceman in 
Leggatfoot. He and his wife Agnes Thomson were previously living at Covington Mains. 
 
James Callan (b.1849 in Crawfordjohn) was an agricultural labourer living in Leggatfoot Cottage from 
about 1882 with his wife Christina and four children (1891 census). 
 
Thomson (Thomas) Bone (b.1899 in Roberton) was the fifth son of George Bone and Agnes Elder in 
Knowe at Roberton. George and Agnes were married in Covington in 1886. Thomson was a linesman 
with LMS/BR before being promoted to a ganger. He and his wife Mary lived at Leggatfoot where they 
had three daughters. 
 
LOW WARRENHILL – See Nether Warrenhill 
 
MEADOWFLAT – (Medowflat, Meadowflatt). A large farm (originally a ferme 
toune) to the east of Chesters hill. In 1322, Robert the Bruce issued a mandate relative 
to these lands to Walter, the son of Gilbert, and Robert de Ward, whom he appointed 
to act on the special occasion as his justiciars. 
 
Towards the end of the fifteenth century, the lands of Meadowflat were in the possession of a branch of 
the Carmichael family, and occupied by John Carmichael. He was succeeded by John, third son of Sir 
John Carmichael of that ilk, who obtained in 1511, a charter of the lands of Meadowflat. On his death, 
the lands went to his son John. 
 
Katherine Carmichael, the daughter of the last named John, attracted the attention of James V when he 
visited Lord Somerville at Couthaly in 1532. So great was his admiration that Katherine became his 
mistress, and bore him two children, - John, prior of Coldingham, and Janet, afterwards Countess of 
Aberdeen. 
 
John Carmichael of Meadowflat, the son of the last named John and brother of Katherine, sat in the 
parliament of 1560. His daughter Grizel married Walter Carmichael of Hyndford and was the mother 
of James, first Lord Carmichael. He died in 1594 when his son, yet another John, served heir to him. 
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The latter John married Elizabeth, sister of Sir Walter Scott of Buccleugh. He died about 1637/38 and 
was succeeded by his sister Margaret who sold the lands of Meadowflat to Sir George Lockhart. 
 
There were other Carmichaels recorded at Meadowflat that century. Another John Carmichael was 
there when his spouse Grissell Maxwell died about 1626. Thomas Carmichael and his spouse Agnes 
Lowdone had a daughter Grissell born there in 1674.  
 
William Gibson in Meadowflat died in 1622, and was probably a forebear of John Gibson, a later 
tenant there. He married Janet Murray and had children born in Meadowflat between 1678 and 1691. 
One of their sons, John (c1678-1752) was also a tenant there until he moved to Hillhead about 1736 
with his spouse Elizabeth Fisher (c1701-1751) and their five surviving children. Twin daughters were 
later born in Hillhead. Their third son James (1734-1815) was a tenant in Quothquan. He was married 
to Elizabeth Thorburn (c1735-1775).  
 
James Lawson (d.1624) and his spouse Bessie Aitken (d.1621) were in Meadowflat. 
 
John Robison was in Meadowflat when his spouse Elizabeth Scott died about 1622. John Robison had 
children born in 1696 and 1698. William Robison, a tenant in Meadowflat, married Marion Aitken 
(c1698-1759). 
 
John Robertson (or Robison) and his spouse Margaret Menzies had children born in Meadowflat 
between 1668 and 1684. William Robertson, possibly their son, married Marion Ballantyne and had 
children born between 1709 and 1721.  
 
William Menzies in Meadowflat married (1) Janet Carmichael before 1707 and (2) Janet Hamilton 
before 1712. He had children to both wives. 
 
James Lindsay (1682-1760) was the first Lindsay tenant in Meadowflat. He married Margaret Kay 
(d.1762) and had two sons, William and John. William (1720-1760) married Rachel Kay and had 
children born in Meadowflat between 1757 and 1760. Rachel may have been the same Rachel who 
married John Laing before 1763 and had children born in Meadowflat. The second son John Lindsay 
(1722-1811) succeeded his brother as tenant in Meadowflat. He married Marion Scott (d.1814). Their 
eldest surviving son Hugh (1765-1839) succeeded his father in the farm. In 1794, he married Janet 
Prentice, a daughter of Archibald Prentice and Margaret Prentice in Covington Mains. The youngest 
son William (b.1767) married Margaret French (c1771-1840) and lived in Wester Meadowflat and later 
Perryflats. 
 
Hugh Lindsay and Janet Prentice had two sons and four daughters. In 1833, the elder son Hugh (1798-
1864) married Lilias Paterson (c1801-1885). Hugh succeeded his uncle John Prentice as farmer in 
Covington Mains. The younger son John (1803-1860) was the farmer in Meadowflat. He was 
unmarried, and after his death, his nephew Hugh, the son of Hugh in Covington Mains, returned to 
farm Meadowflat. Hugh (1838-1917) married Helen Paterson (1848-1915), the only daughter of 
William Paterson and Margaret Denholm in Harleyholm and Scotston. Hugh farmed Meadowflat until 
1894, when he was unable to agree on a rent with the proprietor. Hugh and Helen then settled in 
Corstorphine. At the time of Hugh’s death in 1917, he was Secretary of the Farmers’ Supply 
Association of Scotland, Ltd. 
 
John Lindsay, a mason in Meadowflat, married Catherine Aitken (c1692-1765). They had three sons 
born between 1721 and 1727. In 1783, James Lindsay (b.c1756-1834) married Helen Smith (c1758-
1811). They had five daughters and two sons born by 1804. John Lindsay in Meadowflat died in 1785.  
 
James Storie, a resident in Meadowflat, was the schoolmaster in Covington from before 1720, possibly 
until around 1750. His spouse was Mary Gibson and they had children born until 1732. The family 
were still in the parish when two daughters married about 1742 and 1750. 
 
Francis Braidwood (b.1698), a son of Francis Braidwood and Isabel Fisher in Hillhead, married Jean 
Lindsay and was in Meadowflat when their children were born between 1722 and 1727. Another 
Francis Braidwood (1745-1816), the sixth son of John Braidwood and Christian Lindsay in Hillhead, 
married Helen Forrest (c1756-1831) in 1792 and lived in Meadowflat until about 1792 when the family 
moved to Covington Mains. 
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John Scott (c1684-1753), a wright, married Helen Lamb (d.1757) before 1720. They were in 
Meadowflat until about 1728 when they moved to Knowe. 
 
William Purdie and his spouse Elizabeth Somerville had a daughter Margaret born in Meadowflat in 
1733. James Purdie married Janet Forrest before 1733 and had two children born in Covington Mains 
before they moved to Meadowflat about 1737. 
 
In 1795, George Purdie (c1769-1822) married Janet Muir (c1771-1822). They had two sons and six 
daughters born in Meadowflat by 1814, but were in Hillhead when they both died in 1822. Their son 
James (1807-1890) married Janet Weir and was an agricultural labourer in Pettinain and Carnwath. 
 
In 1804, Thomas Purdie (1783-1856), the elder son of Thomas Purdie and Martha Scott in Covington 
Mains, married Elizabeth Callan (c1777-1851). Thomas, a labourer, was in Meadowflat until about 
1814 when he moved to Carmichael Mill and later Shawhill. 
 
James Minto and his spouse Agnes Kay had four children born in Meadowflat between 1737 and 1744. 
They had another two children after they moved to Hillhead where James was recorded as a tenant. 
 
In 1742, George Kay (c1686-1757) married Mary Smith (d.1763) in Pettinain. They were in 
Meadowflat until some time after 1752 at which time they were in Dubb. William Kay and his spouse 
Helen Forrest came from Wellbrae to Meadowflat about 1750. Helen, a widow, died in 1760 in Dubb. 
 
David Gilchrist (d.1758), a son of David Gilchrist in Burnbrae, married Janet Keddar and had children 
born in Hillhead until about 1746, and in Meadowflat thereafter. 
 
James Lockie married Margaret Elder (c1709-1750) before 1738 and had children born in Meadowflat. 
When Margaret died in 1750, the family were in Hole (possibly Holl of Cumberland). In 1751, James 
married Isabel Lindsay at Carmichael and they were in Pepperknowes for a short time, but were living 
in Crossridge in 1758 when their son David was born. 
 
James Smith (d.1785) and his spouse Helen Simpson were in Meadowflat around 1757. William Barr 
and his wife Margaret Johnstone were in Meadowflat when two daughters were born in 1781 and 1784. 
 
Walter Toward (c1758-1814) married Elizabeth Brownlee (c1744-1835) before 1778. Their son James 
(1784-1850) was a merchant in Biggar. He married Grizel Lean (c1786-1819) before 1812 and was 
briefly in Millands before he moved to Biggar. 
 
James Ballantyne (c1773-1845) and his spouse Margaret Cossar (c1771-1847) lived in Meadowflat, 
which may have been a general reference to Sykehead, where their son James (c1799-1891) was a 
tailor in 1841 (census). He married Margaret Lindsay in 1826 and had seven sons. He was recorded in 
Meadowflat in 1851 (census) but later moved firstly to Pettinain and later to Thankerton Boat (1891 
census) along with his youngest son George. Two other sons, William and Archibald were in Cloburn, 
and another son Thomas in Manchester. 
 
Alexander Brownlee (1789-1852), the fourth son of William Brownlee and Margaret Paton in 
Braeside, and his spouse Marion Lightbody (c1782-1851) had children born in Meadowflat between 
1810 and 1820. The family later moved to Alleyhead. 
 
George Noble (b.c1846 in Broughton) was a farm servant in Meadowflat from before 1867 Robert 
Brown (b.c1844 in Symington) was an agricultural labour in Meadowflat from about 1876 (1881 
census). William Girdwood (b.1862 in Dunsyre) was a ploughman in Meadowflat Cottages in 1901 
(census). He had a daughter born in the parish in 1890. 
 
James Fleming (c1869-1943) bought Meadowflat from Hugh Lindsay in 1894. He married his cousin 
Christina Fleming (c1872-1952) and had a daughter Margaret (1914-1984) and a son James (c1916-
1995). Both Margaret and James were unmarried, and James farmed in Meadowflat from his father’s 
death in 1943 until 1984 when the farm was sold.  
 
MILLANDS – (Miln Lands, Milnlands). A small farm situated north of Thankerton 
and west of Thankerton Mill. 
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In 1698, William Purdie, a smith in Millands, married Agnes Cuthbertson, the second daughter of 
William Cuthbertson in Thankerton. They had children born until 1709. 
 
John Purdie (c1716-1787), a farmer in Millands, married Mary Rankin. Their elder son William 
(c1753-1836) married Marion Purdie (c1771-1833) and succeeded his father in the farm. Three sons of 
William and Marion were farmers in Millands; their second son Alexander (1796-1882); their fourth 
son William (1802-1882); and their fifth son Hugh (1806-1859) who married Janet Brown Blake in 
1841. John Purdie (1849-1895), a son of Hugh and Janet was the last generation of the family in 
Millands. He married Marion Vallance (c1852-1930).   
 
James Toward (1784-1850), a son of Walter Toward in Meadowflat, was a merchant in Millands 
before he moved to Biggar. His wife was Grizel Lean (c1786-1819). 
 
James Mitchell (b.c1855 in Carluke), a general carter, was in Millands Cothouse with his wife 
Elizabeth and two children in 1881 (census). His younger brother Robert (b.c1860 in Carluke) was a 
carter living with the family in 1881. 
 
MUIRHOUSE – (Morress, Morris). This farm was built on the site of the old St 
Ninian’s Church in the south-east corner of the parish. It is interesting that the earliest 
dweller recorded in Muirhouse was named Muir, and it may have been his family who 
gave their name to the place. 
 
Rolland Muir was in Muirhouse when he died in 1631. John Purdie, a weaver in Muirhouse, and his 
spouse Janet Williamson had a son John born in 1716. 
 
James Thomson, a well known Covenanter, was the tenant in Muirhouse in 1681 when Irvine of 
Bonshaw searched the premises when looking for Donald Cargill. 
 
James Thomson, probably a son of the aforementioned James, was a tenant in the farm when he had 
children born between 1703 and 1722. His spouse was Marion Forrest. One of their sons, William 
(1710-1803) married Elizabeth Forrest and succeeded his father as tenant. They had four sons and six 
daughters. Their unmarried son Robert (1752-1801) farmed with his father and predeceased him. 
William and Elizabeth’s youngest daughter Elizabeth (1768-1851), also unmarried, continued the 
tenancy. 
 
When Elizabeth Thomson (1768-1851) died, two of her great nephews, James Brown (1813-1897) and 
Robert Thomson Brown (1818-1897) continued the tenancy in Muirhouse. Some time after 1861, 
another brother, William (1815-1883), a carpenter, joined his brothers in the farm. The three brothers 
were the sons of William Brown (c1781-1860), an agricultural labourer in Thankerton and Margaret 
Brown (c1782-1849). James and William remained unmarried, but Robert married Agnes Forrest 
(c1835-1913) and had three sons David (c1858-1887), John (c1861-1931) and William (c1863-1935) 
who succeeded as tenants in the farm. All three sons remained unmarried. 
 
Thomas Pratt (c1775-1840) and his spouse Grizel Thomson were in Muirhouse. Grizel died there in 
1813, but when Thomas died he was in Langlands. 
 
James Irvine (b.c1797 in Douglas), an agricultural labourer in Muirhouse (1841 & 1851 census), 
married Marion Lindsay (b.1812) in 1839. Marion was the eldest daughter of James Lindsay and Isobel 
Black in Wellbrae and Covington Mains. About 1853 James and Marion moved into Thankerton, 
where James was a coal agent (1861, 1871, & 1881 census). 
 
John Smith (b.c1848) was the farmer in Muirhouse in 1901 (census), having previously been in 
Biggar. William Lawson (c1876-1963) and his wife Helen Howieson (c1882-1943) were in 
Muirhouse. 
 
NETHER WARRENHILL – (Wairinhill, Wairnihill, Warrandhill, Warnhill, Low 
Warrenhill, Laigh Warrenhill, Lower Warrenhill). A farm on the western boundary of 
the parish situated on a small niche of land that protrudes into the main landmass of 
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the parish of Carmichael. Part of the lands of Warrenhill lie within the Carmichael 
boundary and the farm formed part of the Carmichael Estate from the late eighteenth 
century. 

 
The earliest mention of an occupier in Warrenhill was in 1368, when the lands of Warrenhill were in 
the possession of John de Ward. John was the son of Walter, who had been granted lands at Dalserf by 
Robert the Bruce in 1312. 
  
In 1430, the lands of Warrenhill were owned by Robert, Lord Maxwell, and were occupied by his 
vassal John Levingston. About 1500, another John Levingston (possibly a son or grandson of the 
aforementioned John) gained ownership of the lands. In 1541, a family feud between the Levingtons of 
Warrenhill and the Baillies of Howgate culminated in the murder of James Levingston by Archibald 
Baillie. John Levingston, a son (or brother ?) of the deceased James, succeeded his father (or brother ?) 
in Warrenhill and also avenged the murder by slaying Archibald Baillie. In 1608, Alexander 
Levingston was the owner, but some time after 1637, he sold Warrenhill to Sir George Lockhart, who 
incorporated the farm into the Barony of Covington. 
  
Walter Carmichael was in Nether Warrenhill when his spouse Isabel Stoddart died about 1621. 
Thomas Wilsoun was a tenant when his spouse Margaret Adamsoun died about 1626. Another tenant, 
James Sandilands died in 1654. 
 
There were two interesting indwellers in Warrenhill mid 17th century. John Kunninghame, who in 
1642, along with John Carmichael of Pirrieflatts, was accused with the murder of another John 
Carmichael. Thirty years later, in 1672, John Adam in Warrenhill was served to appear before the Lord 
Commissioners at Edinburgh on Covenanting charges.  
 
Warrenhill was a fairly large ferme toun and was home to many weavers in addition to agricultural 
labourers. Many of the cottages were sited on the Carmichael side of the parish boundary. 
 
John Lindsay and his spouse Katherine Lithgow had children born in Warrenhill from 1664 until 1669. 
John Lindsay (c1688-1755) married Janet Kay (d.1758 at Warrenhill) before 1733 and were in Dubb, 
Perryflats and Nether Warrenhill. 
 
John Slimman was a farmer in Nether Warrenhill in 1670. His spouse was Margaret Adamson. 
Perhaps the same John had a second wife, or another of the same name married Marion Anderson and 
had children born in Warrenhill in 1683 and 1684. 
 
John Cochran and his spouse Marion Tod had a daughter and three sons born in Nether Warrenhill 
between 1712 and 1718. George Kay married Grizel Padzen at Clowburn in 1713 and had daughters 
born in 1716 and 1718. John Pate and his wife Marion Young had a daughter born in 1723 and a son in 
1725.  

 
Adam Henderson married Marion Lindsay before 1730 and lived in Thankerton before they moved to 
Nether Warrenhill about 1733. The three youngest children were born in Warrenhill, - William 
(b.1734), Marion (b.1736) and Margaret (b.1739). David Reid and his wife Mary Hamilton had a 
daughter Grizel born in 1735 and a son David in 1737. 
 
William Bulloch and his spouse Agnes Young had a son James born in 1736 in Nether Warrenhill. 
Charles Bulloch and his spouse Mary Smith (d.1807) were in Laigh Warrenhill and had two sons and 
six daughters born there when Mary died. Their elder son John married Isabel Watson and initially 
lived in Langlands, but by 1820 returned to Warrenhill. Their younger son Charles was in Fallburn.   

 
Thomas Young and his spouse Jean Kay were in Nether Warrenhill when their three sons George 
(b.1740), James (b.1742) and Archibald (b.1745) were born. Hugh Gow and his spouse Anna Brunton 
had a son James born in 1743.  
 
About 1746, William How, his spouse Helen Young (m.1733) and their children, came to Nether 
Warrenhill from Hillhead. Another three children were born between 1747 and 1751. James How 
recorded in Upper Warrenhill in 1795 may have been one of their sons. 
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George Laing, a weaver in Nether Warrenhill, married Agnes Williamson and had children born in 
1747 and 1750. William Wat and his wife Margaret Scott had a child born in 1749. 
  
When James Muir (c1708-1784) became the farmer in Warrenhill about 1745, the farm was by then in 
the ownership of the Carmichael family. James Muir married Grizel Deans (c1725-1791) and had 
fourteen children, including George Muir (1751-1834) who succeeded his father as tenant farmer. 
George married Ann Henderson (1747-1816). Their son James died in 1813 at the age of 26. On the 
death of George, it was his grandson John Lorimer who carried on the tenancy. John, the son of Robert 
Lorimer, who had married one of George’s daughter, married Jane Baxter (1818-1843). John died in 
1848. 
  
John Jack, a weaver in Nether Warrenhill, married Christian Niven and had children born in 1751 and 
1755.  

 
William Smith and his spouse Janet Hamilton had a child born in 1754. Thomas Smith and his wife 
Isabel Smith had children born in 1820 and 1822. 

 
Peter Wilson, a farm labourer, and his spouse Hannah Craig had children born in Nether Warrenhill in 
1787 and 1789. The family were in East Mains from about 1800. Their son James was an agricultural 
labourer in Covington Mains, and another son Thomas was a weaver in Thankerton. 

 
John Scoular (1766-1831) married Margaret Allan in 1792. Their third child Barbara was born in 
Warrenhill in 1796. The family later moved to Braeside, and in 1816, John became a tenant in 
Millmoor.  

 
George Watson married Mary Watson and had children born in Nether Warrenhill between 1810 and 
1814. There was a Robert Watson recorded in Lower Warrenhill in 1792 when his spouse Margaret 
Gibson died. Alexander Grant and his spouse Janet Williamson were recorded in Warrenhill from 
before 1828 until after 1834. John Turner (b.c1805) was an agricultural labourer in Warrenhill in 1841 
(census). 
 
In 1832, James Hunter (b.c1799 in Drumelzier) married Isabella Core (b.1808 in Leggatfoot), the 
fourth daughter of David Core and Isabella Martin in Wellbrae. James was a farm servant in Hillhead 
until 1840, and then left the area before returning to Low Warrenhill about 1847. 
 
David Yule (b.c1804 in Biggar) was a ploughman living in Warrenhill Cottage in 1861 (census). Two 
sons, Charles (b.c1839) and James (b.c1842) both born in Glenholm, were also recorded as ploughmen. 
Nathaniel Middlemas (b.c1844 at Foulden, Berwickshire) was a farm labourer in Low Warrenhill in 
1871 (census). 
 
In 1848, John Tweddle (c1802-1880) became the tenant farmer. Records show John to have been a 
farmer of 1000 acres, so he must also have farmed land in addition to the farm of Warrenhill. John 
married Elizabeth Hamilton (b.c1804). He retired to St Andrews where he died in 1880. He was 
succeeded at Warrenhill by his nephew John Tweddle (b.1851), a son of James Tweddle in Pettinain. 
 
It was during the Tweddle tenancy that the farms of Nether and Upper Warrenhill became united, 
giving the new holding an acreage of 298 acres. The Tweddle tenancy finished about 1890, when John 
Findlay (b.c1858) began a fourteen year lease that he was unable to complete. 
 
In 1902, Allan Campbell (1870-1933), the son of Alexander Campbell in Blackshouse completed the 
Findlay tenancy and remained the tenant farmer in Warrenhill until his death in 1933. Allan Campbell 
married Margaret Jane Plenderleith, but she died when their second son was born in 1905. Four years 
later, he married Grace Johnstone (1876-1968), with whom he had two daughters. William Todd 
Veitch (1887-1918) was a ploughman at Warrenhill when he married Marion Thorburn in 1908.  

 
After the death of Allan Campbell, his widow Grace and her daughters continued to farm the land. 
When the younger daughter Mary married Alexander Fleming (1909-1987) in 1942, Alexander took 
the tenancy of the farm. By 1960, the acreage of the farm had increased to 355, with the addition of 57 
acres around Kirk Hill, previously part of the Home Farm at Carmichael. 
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NORTHFLAT – (Northflat Crofts). A farm located mid way between Heatheryhall 
and Hillhead, south east of the former and north west of the latter. 
 
John Lindsay and his spouse Elizabeth Smith (c1679-1753) had children born in Hillhead until 1720, 
but some time after that date moved to Northflat. James Muirhead (c1688-1759) and his spouse 
Christian Smith (d.1760) lived in Northflat. John Barrie and his spouse Margaret Gibson had two 
daughters born in Northflat in 1723 and 1725. 
 
Alexander Bell (d.1775), the tenant in Northflat, and his spouse Elizabeth Carmichael had children 
born there between 1731 and 1741. Thomas Bell (c1712-1775) possibly a brother of Alexander, and his 
spouse Agnes Main (c1720-1804) had twelve children born in Northflat between 1739 and 1762. 
Sometime between 1762 and 1775, Thomas moved to the neighbouring farm of Whitehall. 
 
James Thomson (c1732-1819) married Margaret Thomson (c1733-1807) before 1767. James was a 
tenant in Northflat. In 1808, his son James (b.1774) married Janet Wilson (c1772-1853). The younger 
James was also a tenant in Northflat. 
 
Archibald Martin (d.1810) married Margaret Aitken (1734-1791), the second daughter of David 
Aitken in Covington Mains and Burnbrae. Archibald was a tailor in the Mains and he and Margaret had 
children born there between 1759 and 1771. Some time after the latter date they moved to Northflat. 
Their eldest son David (1759-1829) was in Wellbrae. In 1793, their youngest son Archibald (c1771-
1851) married Jean Core (c1766-1842). He was a shoemaker in Hillhead and Covington Mains. 
 
James Smith (d.1791) was a weaver in Northflat. He and his spouse Agnes McNaught had two 
daughters and two sons (twins) born there between 1761 and 1768. James later moved to Dubb, and 
died there in 1791. 
 
David Aitken (1782-1851) was a blacksmith in Hillhead until 1837, the year that his first wife 
Margaret Prentice (c1784-1837) died. He then moved to Northflat and continued as a blacksmith there. 
In 1848 he married Euphemia French (c1813-1889). He was recorded as a farmer of 50 acres in 1851 
(census), the year that he died. 
 
Euphemia was the eldest daughter of William French (c1788-1825) and Euphemia Pringle who had 
been in Northflat before moving to Leggatfoot about 1819. William French (1818-1883), the eldest son 
of William and Euphemia married Catherine Crawford and farmed at Muirlea. Their second son James 
(1820-1902) married Marion Tennant and he was a ploughman living in Northflat Cotters House. 
James died at Sherifflats where his youngest son Samuel (c1859-1948) farmed.  
 
James McMorran (b.c1795 in Skirling) and his spouse Janet Adams had children born in Thankerton 
between 1823 and 1830. James was a farm labourer living in Northflat Cottage in 1851 (census). 
 
Thomas Russell (c1823-1907) married Mary Weir (c1824-1898) before 1843. Their children were born 
in Carnwath parish. In 1901 (census), Thomas, a widower, was the farmer in Northflat. Two unmarried 
daughters, Margaret (b.c1843) and Helen (b.c1847) were living with him. His son John (1856-1896) 
married Margaret Brown. He was a road surfaceman in Weston, Dunsyre, before returning to Northflat 
when his father retired. 
 
James Stoddart (c1876-1957) was the farmer in Northflat from before 1907. His wife was Helen 
Watson Russell (c1867-1952), who may have been from the family who had previously farmed at 
Northflat. James was succeeded by two unmarried sons, Thomas (d.1987) and William (d.1988) and an 
unmarried daughter Mary (d.1993). 
 
NORTH MAINS – A large farm in the north-east of the parish. This farm changed its 
name to Heatheryhall about 1843. It may also have been previously named Whitehall 
which according to old maps appeared to be on the site of North Mains or very close 
to it (see also Heatheryhall and Whitehall).  
 
James Cuthbertson (b.c1810) was a cotton weaver in North Mains (1841 census) 
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In 1838, John Cochran (b.c1819 in Carnwath) married Janet Aitken (b.c1818). John was a farmer of 
400 acres in North Mains from 1838 to 1857. He and Janet had two daughters and three sons born there 
between 1839 and 1850. 
 
PARKHALL – (Parkha’). A smallholding located on the north side of the road 
between Leggatfoot and Hillhead at the junction of the road leading to Northflat. 
 
Thomas Kay and his spouse Jean Templeton (b.1770), the daughter of David Templeton in Eastend, 
were in Parkhall where they had three sons and five daughters born before 1806. 
 
Robert Bell (1754-1844), the sixth son of Thomas Bell and Agnes Main in Whitehall, and previously in 
Northflat, was the tenant in Parkhall. He married Elizabeth Brownlee in 1813 and had children born in 
Parkhall until 1827. He died at Fallburn in 1844. 
 
Thomas Gilbert (c1780-1854) and his spouse Margaret Pringle (1783-1857) had three sons and two 
daughters born in Parkhall, before they moved to Leggatfoot about 1817, where they had another four 
sons. Three of their sons, Robert (b.1808), Thomas (b.1811) and William (b.1818) remained in 
Leggatfoot where they were employed as a cotton weaver, an agricultural labourer and a sawyer 
respectively. There was no record of any of the three being married. In 1852, the youngest son, Thomas 
Watson Gilbert (1825-1901) married Agnes Merry (c1829-1884) and set up home in Newtown of 
Covington.  
 
Thomas Galloway (b.1797), the eldest son of James Galloway and Margaret Scott in Thankerton, was 
a wright in Parkhall in 1841 (census) and in Burnbrae in 1851 (census). He and his wife Grizel had 
three sons born between 1833 and 1836.  
 
Thomas Martin (b.1830), a son of William Martin and Marion Purdie in Sykehead and Hillhead, was a 
railway labourer in Parkhall in 1861 (census). 
 
James Bertram (b.c1837 in Glenholm) and his spouse Rebecca Reid (b.1838, Drumalbin) had children 
born in Parkhall, where James was a ploughman, between 1860 and 1870. 
 
A family named Linton were in Parkha’ in 1871 (census). Only the wife Janet (b.1830 in Covington) 
and five children were recorded. Janet was listed as the wife of a railway labourer. 
 
PERRYFLATS – (Pirrieflats, Perrieflats, Perriflats, Perraflats, Pennyflats). A small 
farm situated mid way between Warrenhill and Thankerton. 
 
In 1642, John Carmichael in Pirrieflats, along with John Cunningham in Nether Warrenhill, was 
accused of the murder of another John Carmichael. 
 
Thomas Watson in Perryflats and his spouse Agnes Whyte had a son William born in 1683. Adam 
Scott and his spouse Barbara Watson had children born in Perryflats between 1709 and 1717. John 
Scott, recorded in Perryflats in the latter half of that century may have been a son or grandson. 
 
In 1697, John Galloway married Helen Brown. He came from Thankerton to Perryflats about 1714. 
One of their sons, James (c1718-1760) was a carrier in Thankerton. 
 
John Core and his spouse Martha Fisher had a daughter and four sons born in Perryflats between 1713 
and 1722. 
 
John Kay (b.1695), a son of Archibald Kay in Hillhead, married Jean Muir. He was a carrier in 
Perryflats until 1730 and was thereafter in Covington Oldtown. John and Jean had four sons and eight 
daughters. Their second son William (1721-1761) married Beathiah Kay and had two sons and two 
daughters born in Perryflats before they moved to Upper Warrenhill about 1756 where another two 
sons were born. Their eldest son John (b.1750) married Katherine Galloway and remained in Perryflats 
where they had a daughter and three sons born between 1772 and 1779. Maurice (1757-1829), the third 
son of William and Beathiah, married Isobel Ellis and was also in Perryflats, but some time after 1802, 
moved to Wester Meadowflat, and later to Braeside. 
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Andrew Crawford (1704-1767), the second son of John Crawford and Jane Braidwood in Netherton 
and Drumalbin, and his spouse Catherine How (c1701-1767) had children born in Burnbrae before 
moving to Perryflats about 1731. 
 
John Lindsay (c1688-1755) married Janet Kay (d.1758 at Warrenhill) before 1733 and were in Dubb, 
Perryflats and Nether Warrenhill. John Lindsay, a mealman in Thankerton, married Mary Purdie 
(c1717-1762) before 1747 and moved to Perryflats about 1754. William Lindsay (d.1795), a mealman 
in Thankerton, came to Perryflats after his marriage to Margaret Paterson before 1753. They had four 
sons and three daughters born by 1767. It is very likely that William was a brother to John who came to 
Perryflats a few years earlier. 
 
William Lindsay (b.1767), the youngest son of John Lindsay and Marion Scot in Meadowflat, married 
Margaret French (c1771-1840) before 1799. They were in Wester Meadowflat, but moved to Perryflats 
some time after 1814. 

 
In 1738, William Dunipace (1707-1780) married Marion Dunipace. They were in Crossridge until 
about 1748 when William became a tenant in Perryflats. He was not in the farm in 1861 (census).  
 
William Fisher, a carrier, and his spouse Helen Fisher had three daughters born in Perryflats between 
1755 and 1758, but all three died before 1760. William and Helen moved to Hillhead in 1761 where 
another two children were born and died in infancy.  
 
John Leiper married Agnes Brown in 1703 and was a tailor in Cumberland before he moved to 
Thankerton about 1712. His son John (b.1713), also a tailor in Thankerton, married Agnes Smith 
before 1758. In 1763, John and Agnes were in Perryflats. 
 
Alexander Brownlee (b.1753) married Isabel Leiper (d.1813) in Carmichael in 1782 and was a tenant 
in Perryflats. Alexander was a son of James Brownlee and Elizabeth Pettigrew in Holl of Warrenhill. 
Their son Robert (b.1782) married Christian Brownlee in 1815 and lived in Perryflats for a few years 
before moving to Carmichael Boat and Netherton. 
 
In 1825, George Graham married Marion Lindsay (c1805-1836) and had five sons and a daughter. He 
was the tenant in Perryflats until about 1836. 
 
David Martin (1799-1876), a son of Archibald Martin and Jean Core in Hillhead and Covington 
Mains, was a farmer of 60 acres in Perryflats from before 1841 (census) until 1870. He married 
Elizabeth Brown (c1813-1871) before 1840. 
 
John White (c1826-1876) was the farmer in Perryflats from 1870 until his death in 1876. His spouse 
was Ellen Murray (b.c1832 in Drumelzier). 
 
Robert Green (b.c1833) was a farmer of 64 acres in Perryflats from 1876 until after 1891 (census), 
when he moved to the farm of Westhall at Dunsyre.  He had four sons and three daughters. 
 
William Wharrie (c1861-1926) was the farmer in Perryflats in 1901 (census), having previously been 
employed on Carmichael estate. He married Helen (Ellen) Millar (c1859-1918) before 1882. Their 
elder son Thomas (c1882-1961) married Ann Lyon and settled in Dumfriesshire. Their younger son 
John (c1884-c1961) succeeded his father in Perryflats. He was unmarried and lived with his unmarried 
sister Mary (c1888-1965). The farm was sold in 1965 to Andrew Struthers of Millhill. 
 
RAILWAY COTTAGE – A cottage situated beside the railway line due west of the 
church and due east of Meadowflat. A bridge once crossed the railway at this place, 
but fell into disuse and was dismantled. 
 
William Telfer (b.c1818 in Lamington) was a platelayer living in Railway Cottage in 1851 (census). 
He married Agnes Veitch (b.c1819 in Symington) before 1843 and they were resident in Symington 
before moving to Covington. 
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William Logan (b.1835 in Crawfordjohn) was a railway platelayer living in Railway Cottage in 1871 
(census). His wife was Mary Henderson (b.1845). 
 
Graham Crawford (c1848-1882) was a railway platelayer in Railway Cottage (1881 census). William 
Crawford in Railway Cottage when his children (born between 1922 and 1927) attended Covington 
School may have been a son or other relative to Graham. 
 
Thomas Lawrie (b.c1857 in Lesmahagow), a railway platelayer in 1891 (census) and a railway 
inspector in 1901 (census), lived in the cottage with his wife Jane Cooper (b.c1862 in Carstairs), three 
sons James, Hugh and Thomas and a daughter May. 
 
SHERIFFLATS – (Sherriflatts). A farm situated south of the village of Thankerton. 
It received its name from a nearby earth mound and stone circle that tradition says 
was a sheriff’s court where local justice was done. There is also a legend that a 
bullock’s skin full of gold lies buried at that place. In 1878, a prehistoric cemetery 
was discovered at Sherifflats. Several urns were found of great antiquarian interest. 
Sherifflats comprised of at least two smaller farming units until the middle of the 19th 
century. 
 
George Braidwood (d.1784) and his spouse Christian Simpson were in Thankerton before George 
became the tenant in Sherifflats some time before 1776. His three sons James (1756-1791), George 
(d.1792) and Thomas (1776-1799) continued in the farm. Maurice Braidwood (d.1808) was the tenant 
in Sherifflats when he died in 1808. He may have been another son (or a nephew) of George and 
Christian. 
 
Richard Tweedie (c1784-1861) was a farmer in Sherifflats from 1808. His spouse was Janet Graham 
(c1779-1837). Richard later farmed in Nether Abington with his two sons James (1810-1862) and John 
(1811-1891), both of whom were unmarried. In 1871 & 1881 (census) John was retired and living at 
Thankerton Boat where his married sister Janet Tervit lived. 
 
John Lindsay (c1727-1806) was a farmer in Sherifflats. His spouse was Helen Todd (c1737-1816). 
Their son James (c1761-1835) married Elizabeth Smith (c1787-1867). They had four sons and three 
daughters. The youngest daughter, born in 1834, some time after the others, was born in Symington. 
The three eldest sons, John (1812-1863), James (b.1812) and Thomas (1814-1853) were the farmers in 
Sherifflats in 1851 (census). Alexander Lindsay (1817-1887) who was a surgeon in Lesmahagow, was 
thought to be a son of James and Elizabeth. 
 
James Bell (1791-1874), the youngest son of William Bell and Rachel Muir in Whitehall, was the 
tenant farmer of 1500 acres in Sherifflats. The present farm of Sherifflats does not extend to that 
acreage, so it would appear that the figure of 1500 acres also included Fallburn farm where some 
elderly members of the Bell family had farmed. James married Margaret Linton (c1805-1875) and their 
son William (c1826-1908) continued the tenancy of Sherifflats. William married Margaret Smith 
(c1841-1915) and had seven daughters before his son James was born in 1881. 
 
In 1840, Andrew Ritchie (b.c1808 in Biggar) married Helen Lindsay (b.c1819 in Covington). Andrew, 
an agricultural labourer, was in Biggar before the family moved to Sherifflats (1851 & 1861 census). 
He died before 1871. His widow Helen was in Thankerton with two daughters in 1881 (census). Their 
younger son Alexander (b.c1849) was a whinstone quarryman living in Thankerton West End. His 
unmarried sister Elizabeth (b.c1842) was his housekeeper. 
 
Samuel French (c1859-1948), the unmarried youngest son of James French and Marion Tennant in 
Northflat, was the tenant farmer in Sherifflats for seven years from the mid 1890s. In 1901 (census), 
living with Samuel were his father, two sisters, a niece and a nephew.   
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Sherifflats ‘New’ Farmhouse and the Campbell family 

 
John Campbell (1876-1927), the son of Alexander Campbell in Blackshouse, married Elizabeth Smith 
(1876-1964), the daughter of James Smith in Fallburn. John was tenant farmer in Sherifflats from the 
early 1900s until his death in 1927. 
 
William Lyon in Libberton Mains took the tenancy in 1927 and it was his two sons John and Arthur 
that came to Sherifflats. Arthur later became a butcher in Symington, leaving John in the farm. 
 
SPRINGBANK – A house located north of Perryflats and sited on the south side of 
the road and north-west of Perryflats. It was built on land formerly known as Braeside 
(note there were two places in the parish named Braeside). There was a well at the 
house, but it received its name from a nearby spring. Some locals referred to the 
house as the ‘Pepper House’, but no living person knows the origin of that strange 
name. 
 
John Gibson (c1741-1827) was a tenant in Springbank, as was his son, John (c1762-1847). Another 
son, Alexander (c1764-1836) married Janet Cunningham (c1778-1845) and moved to Braeside about 
the time of their marriage.  
 
In 1838, John Frame (b.c1807) married Jean Gibson (b.c1807 in Pettinain). They had two daughters 
and four sons born in Springbank by 1853.  
 
Thomas Moffat (b.c1807 in Abington) was an agricultural labourer in Springbank in 1861 and 1871 
(census). He was retired in 1881 (census). 
 
William Henderson (b.1842), the fourth son of John Henderson and Isabella Frood in Hillhead, was a 
farm servant in Hillhead and Kilbucho before he moved to Springbank about 1889. His wife Christina 
died in 1890 after giving birth to their fifteenth child.  
 
Thomas Wilson (b.c1853 in Douglas) was a railway platelayer in Thankerton in 1881 & 1891 (census). 
In 1901 (census) he was a whinstone quarryman living in Springbank along with his wife Janet, 
daughter Liza and four sons Thomas, Robert, James and William.  
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ST JOHN’S KIRK – (Kirklands). Originally the site of the church of that name in 
the ancient parish of Thankerton (see chapter on churches). An extensive farm, it now 
incorporates the land of Langlands and Fallburns and stretches to the top of Tinto.  
 
After the Reformation, St John’s Kirk passed into lay hands, when the Baillie family gained ownership 
of the property. Thomas Baillie of St John’s Kirk died in 1598. His son Matthew was the father of 
Robert Baillie (d.1665), a merchant and burgess in Edinburgh. John Baillie (d.1715) was in St John’s 
Kirk when his spouse Violet Riddell died in 1680. 
 
Andrew Keddar was in St John’s Kirk when his spouse Beigis Broun died about 1598. 
 
In 1702, John Gibson (c1676-1762), a tenant and elder in St John’s Kirk, married Janet Gibson (c1680-
1755). They had seven sons and four daughters born by 1724. Their fourth and fifth sons, James 
(b.1718) and William (b.1719) were also tenants. James married Agnes Prentice before 1755. William 
married Mary Murray before 1760. 
 
Stephen Howieson (c1696-1780) married (1) Marion Paterson in 1718 and (2) Marion Thomson (1712-
1786) in 1741. He was a son of John Howieson in Ponfeigh and was the tenant farmer in Stonehill after 
his first marriage in 1718. He remained in that farm most of his life, but became the proprietor of St 
John’s Kirk before he died in 1780. At least two of his sons, John (b.1742) and Stephen (b.1754) were 
in St John’s Kirk. John married Marion Paterson and had two sons, Stephen (1772-1840) and James 
(1775-1854), who were both recorded as farmers at the “Kirk”. Neither of the brothers was married, but 
two Howieson daughters married into the Waugh family who later gained the ownership of St John’s 
Kirk. 
 

 
The entrance to St John’s Kirk 

from a postcard dated 1908 
 
The Waugh family became the proprietors of St John’s Kirk as a result of the marriage of William 
Waugh and Mary Howieson (1770-1855) in 1804. Four years later, John Waugh (brother or cousin ?) 
married Marion Howieson (c1778-1827).  
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In 1854 John Waugh (1805-1883), the eldest son of William Waugh and Mary Howieson, succeeded 
his unmarried uncle James Howieson as the proprietor of the 500 acres in St John’s Kirk. John married 
Janet Somerville (c1806-1895). Their eldest son William (1830-1928) succeeded his father in St John’s 
Kirk. He married late in life, - his wife Isabella Hurst (1869-1951) being almost forty years his junior. 
William died without issue in 1928 and his widow died in 1951.  
 
From before 1785, James Simpson (c1746-1827) and his spouse Catherine Lindsay (c1756-1826) were 
living at St John’s Kirk. They were briefly in Hillhead in 1796, and two years later were recorded in 
Covington Mains. 
 
Thomas Bertram and Janet Smith had children born in St John’s Kirk in 1782 and 1783. 
 
Thomas Muir (c1770-1849) was a servant living in St John’s Kirk. He married Ann Lightbody (c1776-
1824) before 1806, and had children born until about 1818. 
 
In 1812, Mungo Crichton (c1790-1827) married Grizel Harper (1789-1863), the second daughter of 
James Harper and Jane Sinclair in Thankerton. They had at least six sons born until 1826 whilst living 
at St John’s Kirk. Their eldest son William (c1813-1884) was unmarried and lived in Thankerton 
where he was a wood sawyer in his younger days and a handloom weaver in later years. Another son, 
Robert (c1826-1907) was a railway inspector in Thankerton. Their fifth son Alexander (b.c1822) 
drowned in the Clyde in 1833. 
 
George Wilson (b.c1800), an agricultural labourer, was living at St John’s Kirk with his wife Elizabeth 
Williamson (b.c1800) and their five children in 1841 (census).   
 
Adam Lindsay (1850-1927), a son of George Lindsay and Janet Muir in Cumberland, and his spouse 
Barbara Brown (c1849-1926) were recorded in St John’s Kirk. 
 
STALLIONHOUSE – As the name suggests, this would have been the place where 
the local stallion was housed. The house was situated on the west side of the main 
road opposite the telephone exchange. 
 
STORE FARM EAST – Marked on early maps near Cumberland, but no records of 
inhabitants. 
 
STORE FARM WEST – Marked on early maps near Cumberland, but no records of 
inhabitants. 
 
SYKEHEAD – The name of a cottage with some land to the west of Meadowflat. It 
may have been the place sometimes referred to as Wester Meadowflat. The word 
‘syke’ was an ancient name for a small stream. 
 
In 1826, William Martin (b.1796), the eldest son of Thomas Martin and Margaret Kay in Drumalbin, 
married Marion Purdie (b.1799), the fourth daughter of Alexander Purdie and Janet Lawrie in 
Covington Mains. William was a cotton weaver in Sykehead in 1841 and 1851 (census) and a flax and 
wool weaver in Hillhead in 1861 and 1871 (census). Their son Thomas (b.1830) was a railway labourer 
in Parkhall. 
 
James Ballantyne (c1799-1891) was a tailor in Sykehead. He was a son of James Ballantyne and 
Margaret Cossar, who may in fact also have lived in Sykehead. He married Margaret Lindsay in 1826 
and had seven sons by 1841. He was recorded in Meadowflat in 1851 (census) but later moved firstly 
to Pettinain and later to Thankerton Boat (1891 census) along with his youngest son George. Two other 
sons, William and Archibald were in Cloburn, and another son Thomas in Manchester. 
 
John Robertson (b.c1827 in Bathgate) was an agricultural labourer in Sykehead from before 1855 until 
after 1861. Adam Blakely (b.c1830 in Crawfordjohn, was an agricultural labourer in Sykehead Cottage 
in 1881 (census). He was probably a brother to David in Fallburn cottages.   
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Agnes Frame (b.1838), the elder daughter of John Frame and Jean Gibson in Springbank, was a 
dairymaid living in Sykehead in 1891 (census). From about 1884 James Brown (b.c1843 in Melrose) 
was a shepherd living in Sykehead (1891 census). 
 
THANKERTON BOAT – (Thankerton Bridge). The local crossing point on the 
Clyde before the bridge was built there in 1778. The farm is situated adjacent to the 
bridge. 
 
Many generations of the Murray family were tenants in Thankerton Boat. Three brothers were 
recorded there in the latter half of the 17th century, and it is certain that Murrays had been living there 
for a lengthy period prior to that time. The three brothers were George, who married a daughter of the 
Galloway family some time before 1664; John (d.1690) had children born in the 1660s, his spouse was 
Agnes; and James (d.1691) who married Lilias Liverance (b.c1645) in 1669. 
 
Adam Murray (b.1670), a son of James and Lilias, was a tenant in the Boat. He married Isabel Smith 
in 1691 and they had at least five sons and three daughters. One of their sons William (1704-1769) 
continued the family’s tenancy. He married Christian Nicol (d.1792). They had four sons and a 
daughter born between 1739 and 1748. Adam Murray married Janet Fisher before 1711 and had 
children born in the Boat until 1718. He was possibly a son of the previous Adam, but more probably a 
nephew. 
 
Others by the name of Murray, who would most likely have been descended from the Boat family, 
were James who married Agnes Gibson in 1692 and moved to Lamington where he was a herd; George 
who married Grizel Galloway before 1719; John who married Elizabeth (Bessie) Gibson before 1721; 
and George who married Janet Lindsay. By the late 18th century, the Murray name was no longer in 
Thankerton Boat, but continued in the village. 
 
John Sinclair and his spouse Catherine Braidwood had children born between 1692 and 1703. James 
Sinclair, who died at Thankerton Bridge in 1797 may have been a grandson. His spouse was Abigail 
Inglis (d.1804). 
 
John Aitken and his spouse Margaret Paterson (d.1761) were living in Thankerton Boat during the first 
half of the eighteenth century. Joseph Galbraith and his spouse Agnes Aitken had three daughters and 
two sons born in the Boat between 1772 and 1780. Agnes would most probably be a daughter of John 
Aitken. 
 
William Purdie, a tailor, married Mary Weir in 1790. They lived at Thankerton Bridge until about 
1801 when they moved to Holmbraes. 
 
John Lawrie married Marion Galloway in 1796. They had three sons and two daughters born at 
Thankerton Bridge by 1810. James Wilson in Thankerton Bridge married Janet Baillie before 1822.  
 
John Tervit (c1772-1855), the second son of Robert Tervit and Jean Anderson in Carnwath, was the 
farmer in Thankerton Boat. He married Marion Tweedie (c1769-1839) before 1800. John and his three 
sons Robert (c1804-1879), James (1807-1874) and John (c1814-1878) farmed the 103 acres in the Boat 
until 1855 when the father John died. 
 
Robert, the eldest son had about that time moved to Bagmoors in the parish of Pettinain. He was 
unmarried and died there in 1879, and was succeeded by his nephew James Galloway (1831-1892). 
The second son James married Janet Tweedie in 1852 and remained in the Boat until he died in 1874. 
John, the youngest son, farmed in Covington Mill from some time after 1861 until his death in 1878. 
 
John Richard Tervit (1857-1903), the younger son of James and Janet, succeeded his father as tenant 
in the Boat in 1874. He married Janet Hamilton Purdie (1861-1895), the eldest daughter of John Purdie 
and Janet Cuthbert in Thankerton. By 1891 (census), the Tervits were no longer farming in the Boat 
and had moved to Roseland Cottage, where Janet died in 1895 and John in 1903. 
 



 136 

 
Boat farm and bridge 

 
James Ballantyne (c1799-1891), a tailor and farmer in Sykehead and Cloburn, came to Thankerton 
Boat with his youngest son George (1841-1924). George married Mary Kello Bell (c1843-1907) and 
lived in Cloburn when their five sons and two daughters were born. George farmed the Boat until his 
younger son George (c1871-1919) married Margaret Prentice Forrest (c1869-1945), at which time he 
moved to the farm of Coldchapel, leaving his sons George and James in the Boat farm. 
 
John Hardie (c1892-1962) was a tenant in Thankerton Boat. His wife was Margaret Burt (c1891-
1975). Two sons, John (c1914-1852) and George (1917-1931) predeceased their parents. 
 
Adam Lindsay was a tenant in Thankerton Boat. 
 
THANKERTON BRIDGE – See Thankerton Boat. 
 
THANKERTON MILL – (Thankerton Miln). The Mill was situated to the north of 
Thankerton and west of the Mill at Covington. 
 
William Galloway (d.1676) was the miller in Thankerton Mill. His son James (c1666-1715) succeeded 
him as the miller. James married Marjory Murray (possibly a daughter of the Murrays in Thankerton 
Boat). They had at least nine children born up until 1715, the year that James died.  
 
Their son William (1694-1767), possibly the eldest son since he succeeded his father in the Mill, 
married Catherine Lindsay (c1695-1756). Their second (?) son James (1697-1750) married Lilias 
Liverance and settled in the village where he was a wright. The youngest son Thomas (1715-1794) who 
married Elizabeth Watt was also a wright in Thankerton. William (1694-1767) and Catherine had two 
sons and four daughters. The elder son James (b.1726) became a wright, joining his uncles in 
Thankerton. 
 
It was the younger son William (1733-1820) who continued as the miller at the Mill. He married Janet 
Prentice (c1739-1826) and they had four sons and three daughters born between 1765 and 1781. Their 
eldest son David (1765-1791) was the schoolmaster at Lamington. The second son William (1772-
1849) succeeded as the miller and was also recorded as a farmer. He married Helen Wilson (c1787-
1849) and they had four daughters and one son, who died in infancy. The third son James (1776-1837) 
married Betty Anderson (1788-1825) in 1809 and joined the ever growing number of members of the 
family who were wrights in the village. The youngest son Archibald (b.1781) was a handloom weaver 
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in Thankerton. He married Marion Black in 1813, and after her death in 1820, he married Janet Black, 
who could have been her younger sister. 
 
Mary Galloway (b.1826), the youngest daughter of William Galloway and Helen Wilson, married John 
Taylor in 1851.  They had children born in Thankerton Mill.  
 
For further information on the Galloway family, see under Thankerton Village.  
 

 
Photo of Thankerton Mill taken from an old postcard early 1900s 

 
In 1831, Lancelot Mitchell (b.c1806) married Christina Darling (b.c1807) in Carmichael. They had at 
least four sons and two daughters born in Newside and Burnside. In 1861 (census), the family were in 
Thankerton Mill and in 1871 (census) they were in Thankerton where Lancelot was recorded as being 
blind. 
 
David McNay (b.1831 at Keir, Dumfries-shire) was a miller in Thankerton Mill in 1871 & 1881 
(census). He and his wife Anne (b.c1831) had at least eight children.  
 
THANKERTON TOLL – (Fallburn Toll). A toll house situated by the side of the 
main road at the exit for Fallburn. A cottage situated to the north-west and in close 
proximity to the Toll House was known as Fallburn Cottage, but very often, those 
living there were listed as living at the Toll. 
 
Richard Fraser, the tollkeeper, and his spouse Jean Thomson had children born there until 1836. About 
1842, Robert Fraser (b.c1815) was the tollkeeper. It is thought that Robert was a younger brother of 
Richard, but there is also a slim chance that he could have been Richard’s son. Robert married Janet 
Lindsay before 1838. John Pender (b.c1805 in Old Monkland) was the toll keeper in Fallburn Toll in 
1851 (census). 
 
Angus McQuarrie (c1806-1882) was the toll collector in Fallburn Toll in 1861 (census). He was 
recorded as a farmer of 11 acres in Thankerton in 1871 and 1881 (census). Angus and his wife Janet 
Hislop (c1814-1885) had at least seven children. One son, Donald (c1837-1893) was a principal 
teacher in Wimbledon. Another son, James (c1842-1872) was a student of divinity. 
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Walter Rae (b.c1802 in Newlands), a widower, was the toll collector in 1871 (census). David Addie 
(b.c1817 in Shotts) was the tollkeeper in 1881 (census). He was unmarried and lived in Thankerton 
after retirement (1891 census). 
 
John Stodart (c1838-1908) was a road surfaceman in Fallburn Toll House in 1901 (census). His wife 
was Margaret Pairman (c1836-1908). Their eldest son John (c1862-1901) married Beatrice Inglis 
(c1868-1952), a daughter of William Inglis, a shepherd in Howgate. They lived in Thankerton. Jessie 
Stodart (c1869-1899), a daughter of John and Margaret, married Alexander Robertson and they also 
resided near the Toll House, possibly in Fallburn Cottage. 
 
George McMahon (1873-1965), a quarryman, was in Fallburn Cottage (the thatched cottage which can 
be seen to the right of the Toll House) from 1930 until 1935. His wife was Priscilla Whitney (1888-
1876) and the family had previously lived in Newside Cottage. In 1935 they moved into the village of 
Thankerton. 
 

 
Thankerton Toll House with Fallburn Cottage to the right 

 
Robert (Bob) Anderson, a roads foreman, lived in the Toll House. His wife Mary is pictured in the 
WRI 30th Birthday Party photo in this book (1948). 
 
THANKERTON VILLAGE – Thankerton has been on the map since Tancard the 
Fleming first settled there in the twelfth century. It appears to have been a thriving 
village from early times with many cottage weavers. A great boon to the village was 
the construction of a railway line and station in 1848 by the Caledonian Railway 
Company. This not only brought jobs to the parish, but also made it possible to travel 
quickly from the village to Edinburgh, Glasgow, Carlisle and further afield. The 
closure of the station was a great loss to the community. 
 
Elizabeth (Bessie) Purdie died in 1601. She was the spouse of William Boe in Thankerton. Alexander 
Purdie in Thankerton died in 1623. 
 
Three members of the Purdie family were recorded in Thankerton at a similar time, and were probably 
brothers. Alexander Purdie and his spouse Bessie had a daughter Margaret born in 1664; Bernard 
Purdie married (1) Margaret Henderson (d.1661) and (2) Janet Ormiston; and James Purdie and his 
spouse Bessie Carmichael had a son John born in 1670. Alexander Purdie, a son of one of the three 
couples, married Margaret Carmichael in 1694 and had children born until 1707. 
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John Purdie (c1670-1753), a weaver in Thankerton, married Janet Waugh. They had four sons and 
four daughters born between 1701 and 1716. Bernard Purdie, a tenant in Thankerton married (1) 
Margaret Muir before 1706 and (2) Janet Lindsay before 1725. He had six children to each wife. 
William Purdie and his spouse Catherine Jamieson had four sons born between 1713 and 1724, 
including James (1718-1752), a weaver in Thankerton who married Isabel Glasgow before 1745. 
 
William Purdie (d.1780), a tenant in Thankerton, and his spouse Catherine Watson (d.1763) had three 
daughters and four sons born between 1743 and 1756. 
 
Alexander Purdie (1716-1772), a tenant in Thankerton, and his spouse Janet Scott (c1727-1804) had 
six sons and three daughters born between 1755 and 1771. Their son Alexander (1767-1824) married 
Janet Lawrie (b.c1764) and had twelve children born in Dubb and Covington Mains. 
 
Alexander Purdie (b.1786 in Lanark) was a cotton weaver in Thankerton. John Purdie (b.1800 in 
Covington) married Janet Purdie in 1826. He was a cotton and wool hand loom weaver in 1841, 1851 
and 1861 (census), a drugget weaver in 1871 (census) and retired and living with his son in 1881 
(census). Their second son William (1830-1907) was a draper in Newtown in 1861 (census) and later a 
grocer / draper / postmaster in Tinto Glen, Thankerton (1871 and 1881 census). Their youngest son 
John (b.1841) was a gardener / domestic servant in Thankerton in 1861, 1871, 1881, 1891 and 1901 
(census). He married Janet Cuthbert (b.c1839). 
 
In 1853, Alexander Purdie (b.c1826) married Elizabeth Cunningham (b.c1834 in Tongland). He was a 
ploughman in Burnbrae in 1861 (census), an agricultural labourer in Thankerton Townhead in 1871 
(census) and a coal agent in Thankerton in 1891 (census). Alexander and Elizabeth had five daughters 
followed by two sons, but also adopted a daughter, Robina Aitken (b.c1878).  
 
The Galloway family was one of the oldest names recorded in the parish. John Galloway in 
Thankerton died in 1624. Some of the earliest members of the family were millers in Thankerton Mill 
(see under Thankerton Mill). In 1697, John Galloway in Thankerton married Helen Brown. About 1714 
they moved with their children to Perryflats. One of their sons James (c1718-1760) was a carrier in 
Thankerton. He married Margaret Smith (d.1799) and they had seven children born between 1744 and 
1758, including James who drowned in a well in 1756 when he was four years old.  
 
James and Thomas Galloway, both sons of James Galloway and Marjory Murray in Thankerton Mill, 
were wrights in the village. James (1697-1750) married Lilias Liverance (1703-1760) and had three 
sons and four daughters, including James (1728-1795) who married Janet Baillie (c1733-1806) and 
followed in his father’s footsteps as a wright. They only had one son who survived to adulthood, - 
James (1772-1812) who married Margaret Scott (1772-1884). James was also a wright in Thankerton, 
but two of their sons moved outwith the village, - Thomas, who became a wright in Parkhall and 
Burnbrae and Hugh who became a carpenter in Covington Oldtown. Thomas Galloway (1715-1794), 
the second brother named at the beginning of this paragraph, married Elizabeth Watt (1727-1795), the 
tenth daughter of John Watt in Hillhead. They had eight children, many of whom died young.  

 
James Galloway (b.1726), the elder son of William Galloway and Catherine Lindsay in Thankerton 
Mill, followed the profession of his uncles and became a wright in the village. He had three daughters. 

 
James Galloway (c1736-1799) was also a wright, but I have been unable to find out where he fitted 
into in the Galloway family. He married Jean Brown in 1783 and in 1830 their only known son 
William (1784-1835) married Margaret Tervit (1798-1863), daughter of John Tervit in Thankerton 
Boat. William was a joiner, and the father of James Galloway (1831-1892), the tenant farmer in 
Bagmoors. 

 
James Galloway (1776-1837), the third son of William Galloway and Janet Prentice in Thankerton 
Mill, was a wright in Thankerton. In 1809, he married Betty Anderson (1788-1825), a daughter of 
Thomas Anderson in Burnbrae. Their son William (b.1811) was a joiner in Newtown of Covington 
until about 1851 when he moved to Loanfoot, Thankerton where he was both a joiner and farmer until 
he died in 1901. His son James (1844-1923) was a joiner and farmer in Loanfoot before he moved into 
Syde Farm at Carmichael. His wife was Jane Darling. Archibald Galloway (b.1781), the youngest son 
of William Galloway and Janet Prentice in Thankerton Mill was a handloom weaver. He married 
Marion Black in 1813, and after becoming a widower in 1820, he married Janet Black (her younger 
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sister ?). In 1841 David Galloway (b.c1822) was a carpenter in Thankerton. In 1848, he married  
Elizabeth Anderson (c1818-1849). 
 
The name Liverance was first recorded in Thankerton in the early 1600s. Lilias Liverance, the 
daughter of James Liverance (b.c1645), married James Murray of Thankerton Boat in 1669. James 
Liverance who had children born in the village around 1668 would most likely have been a son of the 
elder James. Another James Liverance who married Marion Lindsay (b.1667), a daughter of John 
Lindsay and Katherine Lithgow in Warrenhill, would almost certainly have been a grandson. James 
and Marion had three sons and five daughters born between 1693 and 1711. 
 
John Boak (d.1626), William Boak (d,1629) and James Boak (d.1636) were probably brothers. They 
all died in Thankerton between 1626 and 1636. Peter Brown (d.1628) and his spouse Helen Glasgow 
(d.1627) lived in Thankerton. George Brown and his spouse Elizabeth Henderson had children born in 
the village between 1709 and 1719. Their son Robert (1714-1756), also a tenant in Thankerton, married 
Agnes Allan. 
 
William Cuthbertson was in Thankerton when his spouse Janet Boak died in 1638. William 
Cuthbertson (son or grandson ?) was in Thankerton when his daughters were born between 1668 and 
1675. 
 
Alexander Baillie was living in Thankerton when his spouse Janet Muir died in 1643. John Brocket 
was in Thankerton when his spouse Margaret Tweedie died in 1643. William Young was in 
Thankerton when his spouse Marion Henderson died in 1671. 
 
William Laurie in Thankerton died in 1639. Robert Laurie married Helen Alston in 1702. They had a 
number of children born in Thankerton. Thomas Laurie (c1676-1727), brother of Robert (?), married 
Barbara Henderson (c1680-1746) before 1706 and they had at least eight children born in the village, 
before they moved to Quothquan about 1724. George Laurie (1709-1760), the second son of Robert 
and Helen, married Janet Forrest before 1738. Their eldest son John (b.1738) married Isabel Kay. 
Alexander Laurie (1711-1792), the second son of Thomas and Barbara married Isobel Henderson 
(1741-1774). Alexander was a merchant in Quothquan. 
 

 
Thankerton from the Station (early 1900s) 

 
Thomas Henderson was in Thankerton when his spouse Janet Elder died in 1639. Adam Henderson in 
Thankerton died in 1643. Another Adam Henderson and his spouse Elizabeth Henderson had children 
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born in Thankerton before 1674. Thomas Henderson and his spouse Elizabeth Wilson had children 
born in the village between 1691 and 1706. One of their sons, Adam Henderson (1694-1758) was a 
tenant in Thankerton. He married Mary Galloway (1692-1760) and they had at least seven children 
born by 1735 (see below). William Henderson (b.1706), another son of Thomas and Elizabeth married 
Janet Galloway (b.c1700-1756) and had children born before 1734 in Thankerton, where William was 
employed as a herd. 
 
Adam Henderson (c1665-1747) was a maltman in Thankerton. He and his spouse Helen Lang (c1675-
1742) had children born between 1697 and 1715. Alexander Henderson married Grizel Henderson in 
1703 and may have been a brother to Adam. Both couples had a son named Alexander, thus making it 
difficult to determine the parentage of the Alexander Henderson (d.1770), a merchant, who married 
Isabel Watt (c1719-1769) some time before 1749. William Henderson and his spouse Lilias Murray 
had children born between 1713 and 1716.  
 
Another Adam Henderson married Marion Lindsay before 1730 and lived in the village before moving 
to Nether Warrenhill about 1733. John Henderson (c1701-1754) and his spouse Isobel Braidwood 
(c1713-1783) had three sons and four daughters born between 1734 and 1746. John was a tenant farmer 
in Thankerton. Thomas Henderson (1710-1797), also a tenant and an elder in Thankerton, and his 
spouse Janet Braidwood (b.1709) had children born between 1738 and 1749. Thomas married again in 
1776 to Marion Gilchrist (1742-1796). Both John and Thomas were thought to be sons of Adam 
Henderson and Helen Lang (see previous paragraph). Two sons of John and Isobel who remained in 
Thankerton were William (1737-1811) and Adam (1739-1793). The latter was a merchant. 
 
Thomas Henderson (1720-1787) the eldest son of Adam Henderson and Mary Galloway (see first 
paragraph), lived in a house known as Crookedhouse, previously occupied by his father until his death 
in 1758. Thomas, who was an elder, married Elizabeth Galloway (d.1808) and had a number of 
children including three sons who were agricultural labourers, - Adam (b.1767), William (b.1769) and 
James (b.1771). William was at Covington Mains, James was at Hillhead, and the eldest Adam (1767-
1848) remained in Thankerton after he married Mary Archibald (c1776-1842). They had children born 
there between 1799 and 1817 and were still living there in 1841 (census). One of their sons, Adam 
(1809-1890) married Hannah Smith (c1817-1899) in 1837 and was a cotton handloom weaver and a 
farmer of 20 acres in the village where he spent his entire life. 
 
James Henderson, a wright in Thankerton, died in 1760. William Henderson, a wright in Thankerton, 
died in 1801, but his relationship to John is not known. William Henderson (d.1786) and his spouse 
Jean Lindsay had children born in the village between 1767 and 1774. 
 
In 1827, William Henderson (c1797-1875) married Elizabeth Thomson, the daughter of James 
Thomson in Carnwath. They were in Wellbrae from 1827 until 1831; in Knowe from 1831 until 1837; 
in Newtown in 1838 and from about 1840 in Thankerton where William was a handloom and drugget 
weaver until his death in 1875. 
 
In 1836, Thomas Henderson (c1805-1858) married Margaret Slimman (1811-1880), the younger 
daughter of John Slimman and Margaret Henderson in Hillhead. Thomas was a handloom weaver in 
Thankerton, but shortly after 1841 he became a draper in Biggar. 
 
James Lindsay the elder and James Lindsay the younger (d.1696) were both in Thankerton at a similar 
time. Janet Laurie, spouse of James the elder, and Rachel Kay, spouse of James the younger, both died 
about 1661. Rolland Lindsay was also in the village when his spouse Bessie Spence died about 1662. 
Rolland then married Janet Hilston (d.1683) and had a daughter Margaret born in 1667. Thomas 
Lindsay and his spouse Elizabeth Carmichael had children born in 1668 and 1670, and an Alexander 
Lindsay died in Thankerton in 1708. Between the years of 1693 and 1697, James Lindsay had three 
daughters and a son born in Thankerton. In 1694, William Lindsay married Marion Cuthbertson 
(b.1675), the youngest daughter of William Cuthbertson in Thankerton. They had at least eight children 
born by 1712. 
 
James Lindsay and Elizabeth Smith were in Thankerton when their children were born in 1708 and 
1710, but had probably had children born earlier. Their son George (1708-1778) was a farmer in 
Thankerton. He married Janet Henderson (c1703-1781). Rolland Lindsay and his spouse Marion 
Glenholm had children born between 1710 and 1727. 
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James Lindsay (c1687-1758), a tenant in Thankerton Townhead, married Margaret Sandilands. They 
had two sons and a daughter born between 1724 and 1728. William Lindsay and his spouse Margaret 
Purdie had children born between 1725 and 1731.  
 

 
Thankerton Townhead (about 1900) 

 
James Lindsay (d.1760), a millman in Thankerton, and his spouse Marion Henderson had a son Adam 
born in 1730. Thomas Lindsay (c1695-1760), a tenant in Thankerton, married Henrietta Barrie (c1711-
1752). They had at least nine children born from before 1730 until 1750. One of their sons, John (1738-
1793) married Jean Sharp (c1744-1808) and lived in Burnmouth. John Lindsay married Marion 
Liverance (b.c1711) and had children born in Thankerton in 1735 and 1736. 
 
James Lindsay (d.1760), a mealman in Thankerton, married Jean Robison before 1734. They had four 
sons and five daughters born by 1753. James Lindsay (c1714-1760), a tenant farmer in Thankerton, 
married Marion Tweedie (c1715-1780) before 1742 and had two sons and six daughters born by 1756. 
John Lindsay, another tenant in the village married Mary Gibson before 1743. They had two sons and 
three daughters born by 1750. John Lindsay, a mealman in Thankerton, married Mary Purdie (c1717-
1762) before 1747 and moved to Perryflats about 1754. William Lindsay (d.1795) was a mealman in 
Thankerton, but after his marriage to Margaret Paterson some time before 1753, he moved to 
Perryflats.  
 
In 1761, James Lindsay (c1724-1773) married Mary Lamb (1730-1801) from Drumalbin. James was a 
tenant in Thankerton and moved to Langlands about a year before he died. John Lindsay (1761-1822) 
was a farmer in Thankerton. His spouse was Margaret Gibson (c1759-1832) 
 
Adam Lindsay (d.1803) was a shoemaker in Thankerton. He married (1) Anna Smith (d.1760) and (2) 
Janet Bishop (d.1814). He had a son to Anna, and three daughters and three sons to Janet. In 1807, 
Adam and Janet’s son Robert (1774-1840) married his cousin Janet Bishop (c1779-1853) and they had 
seven children, including William (b.1821) who in 1845 married Ann Newbigging (b.1821). Adam 
Lindsay (1776-1850), another son of Adam and Janet married Janet Hamilton in 1803 and lived at 
Wellbrae. 
 
In 1851, John Lindsay (b.c1812 in Covington) married Mary Young (b.c1814 in West Calder). John 
was a farmer in Thankerton. 
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John Lindsay (1815-1894), the eldest son of James Lindsay and Isabel Black, married Helen Slimman 
(c1821-1882). John was a wood cutter in Thankerton in 1841 (census), a railway labourer in 1851 
(census) and a weaver in 1861 (census). In 1871 (census), he was a weaver in Burnmouth. 
 
There were several families by the name of Smith living in Thankerton from the mid 17th century and 
almost certainly earlier. Hew Smith died in 1643. John Smith and his spouse Helen in 1665; another 
John Smith and his spouse Janet in 1670 and 1674; and James Smith and his spouse Helen Young in 
1687. 
 
James Smith and John Smith were both blacksmiths in Thankerton. James and his spouse Janet Wilson 
had children born between 1694 and 1717; John and his spouse Janet Lindsay had children born 
between 1716 and 1721. 
 
Alexander Smith (c1774-1810) married (1) Elizabeth Lightbody (c1772-1800) and (2) Jean Alexander 
(c1766-1821). Alexander was a weaver in Thankerton and he and his two spouses were buried in 
Pettinain Churchyard. 
 
In 1826, Thomas Smith (b.c1807 in Carnwath) married Helen Johnstone (c1801 in Kirkconnel). 
Thomas, a resident in Thankerton for most of his married life, was an agricultural labourer until after 
1841 (census), but in 1851 and 1861 (census) he was a weaver.  
 
William Smith was living at Thankerton Station in 1854, but there was no record of his occupation. 
David Smith (b.c1849 in Symington) was a shoemaker in Thankerton from before 1875 and was still in 
the village in 1891 (census). 
 

 
Thankerton Station 

 
The name Scott was frequently recorded in Thankerton in the latter half of the 17th century, - John 
Scott in 1666; William Scott in 1674 and 1683; John Scott in 1685; William Scott in 1694 and 1696. 
James Scott, a weaver in Thankerton, and his spouse Marion Wilson had children born between 1707 
and 1722.  
 
During the 17th century, five men by the name of Spence were recorded in Thankerton, - Thomas 
Spence (d.1644); Alexander Spence (d.1673); Rolland Spence and his spouse Christian Tervit (d.1673); 
James Spence (d.c1679); and another James Spence (d.1685). Bessie Spence (d.1662) was the first wife 
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of Rolland Lindsay in Thankerton. Janet Spence was the spouse of James Chalmers in Thankerton. 
They had five daughters born between 1708 and 1717. In 1778, James Spence married Rachel Sibbald. 
 
Alexander Wilson, a weaver in Thankerton, died in 1661. John Wilson in Townhead of Thankerton, 
died in 1682. William Wilson in Thankerton died in 1689. Another John Wilson had children born in 
the village before the turn of the century. 
 
Janet Wilson married James Smith, a smith in Thankerton before 1694. William Wilson married 
Marion Robison in 1701, and it may have been the same William who married Elizabeth Braidwood 
before 1713. John Wilson (d.1767), a smith in Thankerton, and his spouse Margaret Saddler (d.1755) 
had children born between 1723 and 1739. Thomas Wilson (d.1778), a smith, would almost certainly 
have been a son. He married Catherine Watt (d.1797) and they had five sons and two daughters. James 
Wilson, a smith in the village, died in 1826. 
 
In 1829, Thomas Wilson (b.c1800), a twin son of Peter Wilson in Warrenhill and East Mains, married 
Abigail Slimman, the elder daughter of John Slimman. Thomas was a weaver in Thankerton from the 
time of his marriage until after 1871 (census). Daniel Wilson (b.c1801 in Wiston) was an agricultural 
labourer in Thankerton in 1851 (census). 
 
James Wilson (1836-1914) was a master tailor in Covington Newtown from about 1860 until 1878 
when he moved to Thankerton where he continued his trade until after 1901 (census). He married 
Margaret Somerville (c1842-1919). They had six sons and four daughters. James died at Lethame 
Cottage, Strathaven in 1914. 
 
Thomas Wilson (b.c1853 in Douglas) was a railway platelayer in Thankerton in 1881 and 1891 
(census). In 1901 (census) Thomas was living in Springbank and was employed as a whinstone 
quarryman at Cairngryffe quarry. 
 
John Muir and his spouse Elizabeth Robison (d.1755) were in Thankerton about 1685 when they had a 
son William (c1685-1724) born. William Muir who died in 1779 was the son of a John Muir in 
Thankerton. John Muir and his spouse Mary Carmichael had three sons and three daughters (including 
two sets of twins) born in the village between 1779 and 1786. 
 
Janet Waugh was the spouse of John Purdie (c1670-1753), a weaver in Thankerton. In 1782, 
Alexander Waugh (c1744-1819) married Agnes Leiper (1758-1846). Alexander was a tenant in 
Thankerton.  John Waugh and his spouse Janet Lindsay (d.1806) lived in Thankerton. 
 
John Cleland (d.1683) married (1) Margaret Purdie (d.1661) and (2) Elspeth Murray. It is not known if 
he had children to his first wife, but he had four children born in Thankerton to his second wife 
between 1665 and 1670. 
 
Up until 1750, the name of Alston was common in the village. Robert Alston (b.c1644) and his spouse 
Margaret Galloway (b.c1648) were the earliest recorded, but Robert was born in Thankerton, so he was 
not the first generation to live there. The John Alston who married Marion Frood may have been a 
brother or cousin. Three possible sons of Robert and Margaret were William Alston who married a 
Lindsay in 1695, Archibald Alston who married Christian Scott about a similar time and John Alston 
who married Marion Hunter. John was a constable in the parish. All lived in the village of Thankerton. 
James Alston (b.1707), the eldest son of the latter couple married Marion Barrie and he, too, was a 
tenant in Thankerton. 
 
John Fisher and his spouse Agnes Hunter had six children born in Thankerton between 1708 and 1719. 
Another John Fisher, a shoemaker in Thankerton, and his spouse Agnes Frizel had a daughter Agnes 
born in 1752. 
 
Thomas Leiper in Thankerton died in 1690. John Leiper married Agnes Brown in 1703 and was a 
tailor in Cumberland before he moved to Thankerton about 1712. His son John (b.1713), also a tailor in 
Thankerton, married Agnes Smith before 1758. In 1763, John and Agnes were in Perryflats. In 1792 
their daughter Agnes (1758-1846) married Alexander Waugh (c1744-1819), a tenant in the village.  
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John Robison and his spouse Margaret Henshilwood had children born in Thankerton between 1711 
and 1725. James Robison (c1712-1752), a weaver in Thankerton married Catherine Scott (c1712-1752) 
before 1742. They had two sons and three daughters. John Robison, a tenant in Thankerton, married (1) 
Margaret Lindsay (c1733-1756) and (2) Elizabeth Henderson (1728-1759), the second daughter of 
Adam Henderson and Mary Galloway in Thankerton. 
 
Robert Richmond and his spouse Catherine Laing had daughters born in Thankerton in 1716 and 1718. 
John Forrest in Thankerton died in 1760. 
 
James Braidwood and his spouse Marion Purdie had children born in Thankerton between 1709 and 
1720. James Braidwood, a tenant in Thankerton, and his spouse Marion Lindsay had children born 
there from 1754. William Braidwood (d.1784) was a mason in Thankerton and had children born to 
two wives until 1765. George Braidwood (d.1784) in Thankerton married Christian Simpson. They 
were living at Sherifflats in 1776. 
 
William Dalgardner and his spouse Elizabeth Smith had eight children born in Thankerton between 
1732 and 1751. In 1731, John Jamieson (d.1782), a smith in Thankerton, married Elizabeth Badie 
(1708-1779), a daughter of Thomas Badie and Jean Firth in Drumalbin. They had children born until 
1749 and remained in the village until they died. Alexander Taverner, a merchant in Thankerton, 
married (1) Marion Lindsay (c1710-1751) before 1744 and (2) Elizabeth White before 1755. In 1809, 
William McDonald, a merchant in Thankerton, married Helen Taverner. Both William and Helen died 
in 1814. 
 
William Vassie (c1714-1758) was a shoemaker in Thankerton. He and his spouse Grizel Barrie 
(d.1750) had three sons and a daughter. Another William Vassie (1734-1803), the eldest son of John 
Vassie in Netherton was also a shoemaker in Thankerton, and obviously some way related to the 
previous William. His spouse was Janet Lindsay (d.1780). Their youngest son William (1776-1847), a 
shoemaker in the village, married Elizabeth Henderson (c1770-1843) in 1803 and their son John (1810-
1873) continued the family trade until he died unmarried in 1873. Thomas Vassie (b.1740), the fourth 
son of John Vassie in Netherton, was a weaver in Craigburn, Damside and Burnbrae. 
 
Adam Murray, a weaver in Thankerton, married Agnes Glasgow. In 1752, triplets were born to the 
couple. Agnes died at the birth, one of the babies was stillborn and the other two died shortly 
afterwards. In 1754, Adam married again, to Agnes Lindsay. They had three sons before Agnes died in 
1760. George Murray (c1746-1821), a mason in Thankerton, married Marion Watson (c1763-1842). 
 
William Paton was a herd living in Thankerton. He and his spouse Agnes Watson (d.1807) had 
children born there in 1760 and 1762. Samuel Nicol (d.1814), a tenant in Thankerton, and his spouse 
Margaret Lindsay had two sons and four daughters born between 1763 and 1777. 
 
John Robertson (or Robison) (1718-1809) in Thankerton married Margaret Pairman (1739-1797), 
twenty one years his junior. They had two sons, John (b.1773) and Robert (b.1775). James Robertson 
(c1848-1886), the second son of John Robertson and Mary Dickson in Clayholes, Carmichael, was a 
jeweller’s salesman in Thankerton. 
 
John Currie, a weaver in Thankerton, married (1) Ellison Henderson (d.1782) and had two sons and a 
daughter born between 1775 and 1779. Ellison died in 1782 and John married (2) Janet Padzen who 
died in 1795. In the following year John married (3) Isabel Lindsay with whom he had four sons. John 
Currie (b.1775), a son of John and Ellison, was in Langlands. Isobel Currie (1777-1814), a daughter of 
John and Ellison married John Black, a weaver in Burnside. John Black (c1748-1836), a weaver, and 
his spouse Marion Henderson (d.1819) lived in Thankerton. Their son John (c1776-1845) was a farmer 
in Thankerton (1841 census). 
 
James Harper (c1754-1820) was a smith in Thankerton. He and his spouse Jane Sinclair (c1758-1836) 
had two sons and four daughters born between 1784 and 1798. Nothing is known of the two sons, but 
the four daughters were Jean (married James Little, farmer in Thankerton), Grizel (married Mungo 
Crichton in St John’s Kirk), Hannah (unmarried, grocer in Thankerton) and Marion (dressmaker, living 
at Bowhouse in 1841). 
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In 1783, David Fordyce (c1756-1790) married Marion Henderson (1753-1826), the daughter of 
Alexander Henderson and Isabel Watt in Thankerton. They had children born in Thankerton including 
Alexander (1784-1821), their eldest son, who was a weaver in the village.  
 
In 1794, William Thomson (c1764-1846) married Lilias Galloway (1764-1848), the elder daughter of 
James Galloway and Janet Baillie in Thankerton. William was a farmer in the village. James Thomson 
(c1757-1845), (who may have been a brother to William), was also recorded in Thankerton at a similar 
time.   
 
William Brown (c1781-1860), an agricultural labourer, and his spouse Margaret Brown (c1782-1849) 
came to Thankerton from Covington Mains about 1814. In 1841 and 1851 (census), the family were 
still living in the village where four of their sons, John (1811-1863), James (1813-1897), Robert (1818-
1897) and David (b.1821) were all listed as handloom weavers. John later became a flesher. Another 
son, William (1815-1883) was a carpenter living outwith the parish, but some time after 1861, joined 
his brothers James and Robert who, by that time, were tenant farmers in Muirhouse, which had 
previously been farmed by the Thomsons (maternal ancestors of the brothers). All the brothers 
remained unmarried except Robert, who married Agnes Forrest (c1835-1913). Three of their sons, 
David (c1858-1887), John (c1861-1931) and William (c1863-1935), all of whom remained unmarried, 
continued to farm Muirhouse until the last of the brothers died. 
  
William Paterson (b.c1782 in Lesmahagow) was a farmer of 7 acres in Thankerton in 1851 (census). 
Thomas Anderson (1782-1867), a son of Thomas Anderson and Elizabeth Purdie in Burnbrae, was a 
tailor in the village (1841, 1851 and 1861 census). He married Barbara Barclay (c1789-1824) and had 
at least six children, including two sons John and George who were weavers. 
 
John Wyld (c1784-1880) was a farmer of 13 acres and a meal dealer in Thankerton in 1841 and 1851 
(census). His spouse was Janet Brown (c1784-1846) and their son John (b.c1816 in Libberton) was 
recorded as a farmer in 1861 and 1871 (census), but only of 6 acres in the latter year. John married 
Agnes Callan (b.c1817 in Biggar) in 1851. 
 
William Ross (c1784-1852) was a farmer of 36 acres and innkeeper in Thankerton in 1841 and 1851 
(census). He married Marion Ramsay (c1788-1836). Their elder son John (b.1819) succeeded his father 
both as the farmer and as an innkeeper. In 1846, he married Jane Thorburn (b.c1823 in Libberton).  
They had three sons and three daughters all born in the village (1861 census). 
 
William Donaldson married Mary Anderson (b.1786), the fourth daughter of Thomas Anderson in 
Burnbrae. The first six of their seven children were born in Thankerton before they moved to Braeside 
about 1820.  
 
James McMorran (b.c1795 in Skirling) and his spouse Janet Adams had children born in Thankerton 
between 1823 and 1830. James was a farm labourer living in Northflat Cottage in 1851 (census). 
 
Before 1812, James Little (b.c1786 in Tweedsmuir) married Jean Harper (b.c1787), the eldest daughter 
of James Harper and Jane Sinclair in Thankerton. He was in Burnside until about 1820 and a farmer in 
Thankerton thereafter. He had four sons and four daughters, the youngest Isabella being born in 1833.  
 
Andrew Bertram (b.c1795 in Kilbucho) married Isabella Fordyce (b.1789) in 1828 and lived in 
Thankerton. In 1841 and 1851 (census), Andrew was recorded as a mole catcher and in 1851 and 1861 
(census) as a grocer. Their son David (b.1829) married Jean Minto and lived in St Cuthberts, 
Edinburgh. 
 
Robert Thorburn and his spouse Mary Dick had children born in Thankerton, a daughter in 1829 and 
twin sons in 1831.  
 
Alexander Weir (b.c1802 in Dunsyre), a blacksmith in Thankerton, married Helen Robb (b.c1800 in 
Skirling). In 1851 (census), He was described as a blacksmith and a farmer of 15 acres. In 1861 
(census) Alexander was a widower. In 1854 his son Robert (b.1834) married Mary Gilchrist (b.c1836 
in Portnahaven) and followed his father as a blacksmith and farmer of 15 acres. 
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John Weir (c1800-1857), a farm labourer in Hillhead, married Isabella Meek (c1800-1866) before 
1830. They had four sons and two daughters born in Dunsyre before they lived in Hillhead Cottages. 
By 1861 (census) the family were living in Thankerton. Their unmarried son John (1833-1903) was a 
railway porter in the Thankerton Townhead until 1901 (census) when he was listed as a farmer. 
 
James Irvine (b.c1797 in Douglas), an agricultural labourer in Muirhouse (1841 & 1851 census), 
married Marion Lindsay (b.1812) in 1839. Marion was the eldest daughter of James Lindsay and Isobel 
Black in Wellbrae and Covington Mains. About 1853 James and Marion moved into Thankerton, 
where James was a coal agent (1861, 1871 and 1881 census). Their daughter Betty married William 
Dargie (b.c1830 in Forfar) who was also a coal agent living in Thankerton from 1884 (previously in 
Carstairs). 
 
In 1827, Allan Campbell (1805-1884) married Mary Brown (1809-1896), the daughter of James 
Brown, the farm overseer at Eastend. Their first four children were born whilst living in Pond Cottage, 
Eastend, but the remaining seven were all born in Thankerton where Allan was employed as a sawyer 
(1851 census). The family moved to Upper Blackshouse where Allan became tenant farmer of 49 acres 
(1861, 1871 and 1881 census). 
 
In 1829, John Newlands (b.1801), the youngest son of David Newlands and Agnes Gibson in 
Burnmouth, married Helen Ballantyne (b.c1811). John was a cotton and wool hand loom weaver in 
Thankerton from 1829 until his death sometime between 1861 and 1871. (1841, 1851 & 1861 census). 
His widow Helen was recorded in Thankerton in 1871 (census). 
 
Angus McQuarrie (c1806-1882) was the toll collector in Fallburn Toll in 1861 (census). He was 
recorded as a farmer of 11 acres in Thankerton in 1871 and 1881 (census). Angus and his wife Janet 
Hislop (c1814-1885) had at least seven children. One son, Donald (c1837-1893) was a principal 
teacher in Wimbledon. Another son, James (c1842-1872) was a student of divinity. 
 
David Mitchell (b.c1804 in Symington) and his spouse Margaret Paterson (b.c1810, m.1834) had 
children born in Libberton before they lived in Thankerton in 1861 and 1871 (census). David was a 
sub-let farmer of 7½ acres. 
 
In 1831, Lancelot Mitchell (b.c1806 in Symington) married Christina Darling (b.c1807) in Carmichael. 
They had at least four sons and two daughters born in Newside and Burnside. In 1851 and 1861 
(census), the family were in Thankerton Mill and in 1871 (census) they were in Thankerton where 
Lancelot was recorded as being blind. 
 
In 1840, John Mitchell (b.c1809 in Symington) married Janet Galloway (b.1815), the second daughter 
of Archibald Galloway and Marion Black in Thankerton. They had three sons and four daughters. John 
was a hand loom weaver in Thankerton in 1851, 1861, 1871 and 1881 (census). In 1891 he was retired 
(census).  
 
William Crichton (c1813-1884), the unmarried eldest son of Mungo Crichton and Grizel Harper in St 
John’s Kirk, lived all his working life in Thankerton where he was employed as a wood sawyer (1841 
census) before becoming a weaver (1851 census to 1884). Robert Crichton (c1826-1907), his youngest 
brother, was a railway inspector in the village. James Crichton (b.c1846 in Carluke), an overseer in the 
quarries (1881 census), lived with his wife Mary and three sons in Thankerton. He may have been 
related to the previous family. 
 
In 1845, John Clark (c1822-1904) married Isabel Core (1821-1903), the second daughter of James 
Core and Janet Thomson in Leggatfoot and Newside. By 1862, they had seven sons and two daughters 
born whilst living in Thankerton where James was a farmer of 6 acres (1851 census). Some time 
between 1862 and 1871, John became the tenant farmer in Cloburnwood. 
 
Andrew Buchanan (b.c1824 in Kirkurd) was a carrier in Thankerton from some time after 1862 and 
was recorded in 1881 (census) as a provisions merchant. John Bulloch (1833-1906), youngest son of 
Charles Bulloch and Helen Purdie in Fallburn, was only a new born baby when his father died. He 
married Marion Galloway (c1836-1856) who died within a few months of the marriage. John, a railway 
platelayer in Thankerton, had a second marriage to Christina, a dressmaker.  
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David Dempster (b.c1830 in Lesmahagow) was the stationmaster at Thankerton (1861 census). Peter 
Crerar (b.c1835 in Perthshire) was the stationmaster at Thankerton from about 1867 (1871 census). 
David Crawford (1822-1896) was the stationmaster at Thankerton in 1881 (census) and a grocer in 
1891 (census). His widow Margaret Burns (c1828-1902) was in Elm Villa, Thankerton, in 1901 
(census) with her unmarried daughter Elizabeth (c1858-1933) who was a dressmaker. One of their 
sons, Graham (b.c1848) was in Wellbrae after he married Janet Purdie. Joseph McNay (b.c1851 in 
Dryfesdale) was the railway station master in 1891 (census). Mouter Mitchell (b.c1867 in 
Bannockburn) was the stationmaster in 1901 (census). 
 
James Stodart (b.1828 in Burnside), a son of John Stodart and Margaret Leishman, was a railway 
fencer in Newtown in 1881 (census) and in Thankerton Townhead in 1891 and 1901 (census). He was 
a widower from before 1881. John Garth (b.c1822 in Barony) was a weaver in Fallburn from about 
1861. He moved to Thankerton some time between 1871 and 1881. 
 
James Johnstone (c1829-1899) was a blacksmith in Thankerton in 1871, 1881 and 1891 (census). In 
the latter census, he was listed as a farmer. 
 
David Addie (b.c1817 in Shotts) was the tollkeeper in 1881 (census). He was unmarried and lived in 
Thankerton after retirement (1891 census). 
 
James Robertson (b.c1837) was a railway pointsman in Thankerton from about 1872. He was a 
signalman in 1891 (census).  Edward Robertson (c1899-1975) married Janet Hardie (c1907-1987), a 
daughter of John Hardie and Jane Gibson in Tinto View. John Barclay (b.c1842 in Canonbie) was a 
railway pointsman living in Hope Cottage in 1891 (census). His daughter Janet (b.c1882) was a 
byrewoman at Thankerton Boat in 1901 (census). 
 
June Stirling (b.c1841 in Colinsburgh) was a boarding house keeper in Tinto Glen in 1891 and 1901 
(census). 
 
Mungo Steele (b.c1846 in Biggar) was a farmer in Thankerton in 1891 (census). He was the farmer in 
Symington Mains in 1901 (census). He had five daughters and four sons born between 1872 and 1890. 
William Steele (b.c1859 in Covington) was a railway plateman living in Thankerton Beech in 1891 and 
1901 (census). 
 
Robert Fleming (c1847-1916) and Elizabeth Laidlaw (c1851-1914) came to Thankerton after 1901, 
possibly in retirement. Two sons, Jack and Robert, lived in South Africa and Canada respectively. John 
McIntosh (c1847-1927) was a gardener’s labourer living in Townhead. He married Mary McPherson 
(c1850-1931) before 1879 and had children born in various places before he moved to Thankerton 
(1901 census). 
 
George Scoular (c1849-1931) was a shoemaker and farmer in Thankerton Townfoot in 1891 and 1901 
(census). His wife was Jane Henderson (1839-1917), youngest daughter of William Henderson in 
Wellbrae and Knowe. 
 
Thomas Greenshields (c1853-1926), a postman, and his wife Agnes Hamilton (c1853-1928) lived in 
Thankerton Townfoot. Their eldest son Robert (b.1881) was a postman in 1901 (census), by which 
time his father was recorded as a retired postman. 
 
James Macmillan (c1854-1917) was born in Wigtownshire. He and his spouse Marion Fitzsimon 
(c1861-1940) moved around the south of Scotland shown by the fact that they had children born in 
Dalbeattie, Stranraer, Lesmahagow, Mochrum, Lesmahagow (again) and Carstairs, before arriving in 
Thankerton Townhead in 1901 (census). James was a licensed dealer. One of their sons, Peter (c1898-
1957) married Violet Falconer (c1899-1982). 
 
Margaret More (b.c1857 in Hamilton), a daughter of Robert and Helen More in Hamilton and 
Langlands, was living in Hazel Cottage, Thankerton in 1901 (census). The family were fruit merchants 
in Glasgow in 1881 (census), but in 1901 (census) were recorded as glass and china merchants. 
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James Plenderleith (b.c1861-1945) was a house carpenter living in Annieslea, Thankerton. He married 
Ann Warnock (c1865-1946) and they were the parents of three sons and four daughters. Their youngest 
son James (c1899-1962) was a veterinary surgeon. 
 
John Forrest (c1863-1941) was a rural postman in 1891 (census), and in 1901 (census) had become the 
postmaster / grocer in Thankerton. He was a son of James Forrest, a shoemaker in Covington 
Newtown, and Margaret Veitch. 
 
 

 
Thankerton Post Office about 1901 

Postmaster John Forrest is possibly one of the two men in the doorway 
 
John Forrest (1873-1943), a builder in Thankerton, came from a family of stone masons and drystone 
dykers. He was the eldest son of James Forrest (1848-1928) and Jessie Dickson (1844-1901) in 
Westgate, Carmichael. John married Elizabeth Williamson (1875-1940). William Forrest (1883-1959), 
the second son of James Forrest and Jessie Dickson in Westgate, married Helen Forrest (c1885-1969), 
a daughter of James Forrest and Margaret Veitch (see previous paragraph). 
 
Peter Marshall (b.c1864 in Thankerton) married Marion Forrest (b.1853), a dressmaker’s assistant and 
the elder daughter of James Forrest and Jane Cranston in Newtown. Peter was a farmer in Loanfoot, 
Thankerton when his son William was born about 1891 and was again recorded in Loanhead in 1901 
(census). 
 
Thomas Dobie (c1864-1943) was a railway signalman. He was a Dumfries-shire man, already married 
to Helen Thurrat (c1862-1944) when he came to Symington, where the family lived for a few years 
before settling in Thankerton West End (1901 census) and later at Hazel Cottage. Thomas Proudfoot 
(b.c1865 in Biggar) was a railway platelayer living in Station Cottages in 1901 (census). Samuel Elder 
(b.c1865 in Carmichael) married Elizabeth before 1885 and had seven children born by 1901. Samuel 
was a railway platelayer living in Station Cottages in 1891 and 1901 (census). 
 
David Inglis (b.1866), the son of William Inglis and Elizabeth Stodart in Howgate, was a shoemaker in 
Thankerton. He married (1) Helen Weir (c1868-1898) and (2) Jane Haynes (c1868-1933). 
 
 
John Stevenson (c1855-1931) was a crofter in Townhead Croft. He married Helen Wilson and they 
had six children including Grace (c1881-1928) who married John Angus (c1880-1966). John founded 
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the builders business in Thankerton (see chapter 2). John and Grace had five sons John, William, 
Douglas, David and James who all worked in the family business. William later became a farmer in 
Hardington Mains. 
 

 
Townhead Croft, Thankerton c1910-1920 (John Stevenson was the crofter at that time) 

 
Thomas Grant (b.c1874) was a railway platelayer in Station Cottage and Alexander Grant (b.c1875) 
was a postman in Thankerton Townhead in 1901 (census). Both were born in Symington and were 
possibly brothers.   
 
George McMahon (1873-1965), his wife Priscilla Whitney (1888-1976) and their family were in the 
village from 1935 (previously in Newside and Fallburn cottages). George was a quarryman, but was 
able to turn his hand to any job, and in fact claimed to have had thirty jobs, very often holding more 
than one at the same time. 
 
TINTO VIEW – A small farm situated within the village of Thankerton. 
 
Thomas Hutchison (c1839-1916) was a farmer in Tinto View in 1901 (census). He had previously 
been an agricultural labourer in Cormiston and Coulter. His son Thomas was a merchant in 
Thankerton. 
 
John Hardie (c1863-1919) and his wife Jane Gibson (c1868-1945) were in Grangehall and Tinto View. 
Their son John (c1892-1962) married Margaret Burt (c1891-1975). Their daughter Janet (c1907-1987) 
married Edward Robertson (c1899-1975). Their son John (c1914-1954) predeceased his parents. His 
widow was Jean Beattie Smith (c1920-1992). 
 
Robert Smillie was in Tinto View when his youngest children were born. His sons Charles and Samuel 
succeeded him in the small farm, Charles (c1903-1966) later moved to Millands after he married Janet 
Watson Lyon (c1903-1997). Samuel was unmarried. His sister Jinty lived at Tinto View where she 
taught piano lessons to many of the local children. 
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UPPER WARRENHILL – (High Warrenhill, Hill of Warrenhill). A small farm 
situated east of Chesters hill. Between 1861 and 1871, the land was amalgamated with 
that of Nether or Low Warrenhill to form one unit. The house was occupied by 
shepherds and farm labourers until around 1900 when it fell into ruin. 
 
William Thomson, in Upper Warrenhill, and his spouse Jean Aitken (c1688-1759) may have been the 
parents of James Thomson who was in Upper Warrenhill in 1773. James married Helen Brownlee 
before 1765 and had five children born before the family moved to Wester Meadowflat where another 
seven children were born. Their fourth son, James, married Elizabeth Clarkson before 1808 and lived 
in Upper Warrenhill. 
 
Alexander Hutchison and his spouse Christian Robison had a son and a daughter born in Upper 
Warrenhill in 1715 and 1718. John Hutchison (b.1811 in Carstairs) was an agricultural labourer in 
Upper Warrenhill. 
 
James Ballantyne (d.1753) married Elizabeth Dickson in 1719 and had children born in Upper 
Warrenhill between then and 1729. Robert Ballantyne, their son, married Elizabeth Russell and had 
children born in Upper Warrenhill before he moved to Quothquan where he was a blacksmith. Another 
son, John (b.1722), married Mary Whiteford and had a daughter born in Upper Warrenhill in 1755. 
 
Robert Fisher and his spouse Beatrix Weir had six children born in Upper Warrenhill between 1722 
and 1734. Alexander Lightbody and his spouse Jane Crawford in Upper Warrenhill had a son John 
born in 1732 and a daughter Marion in 1734. 
 
William Kay (1721-1761), the second son of John Kay, a carrier in Perryflats, and his spouse Beathiah 
Kay had two sons and two daughters born in Perryflats before they moved to Upper Warrenhill about 
1756 where another two sons were born. Archibald Kay (1723-1781), a brother to William, also moved 
to Upper Warrenhill.  

 
John (1750-1791), the eldest son of William and Beathiah, married Katherine Galloway and lived in 
Perryflats, but moved to Upper Warrenhill possibly in 1781 when his uncle died. Maurice (1757-1829), 
the third son of William and Beathiah, married Isobel Ellis and was also in Perryflats until moving to 
Wester Meadowflat some time after 1802. They were later recorded in Braeside. 
 
Alexander Weir (c1715-1760) and his spouse Elizabeth Lindsay were in Upper Warrenhill from before 
1749. Alexander Lindsay (d.1783) married Rachel Kay before 1748. They were in Hillhead in 1751, 
but by 1758 were in Upper Warrenhill. Alexander died there in 1783. 
 
James Henderson and his spouse Margaret Brownlee had children Born in Braeside in 1785 and 1787, 
but were in Upper Warrenhill when their third child was born in 1790. 
 
John Core came to Upper Warrenhill in 1792 / 93 from Burnbrae. His first wife Mary Tweedie died in 
1793 and he then married Christian Hamilton. There was no record of his occupation, but he was from 
a family of weavers who had been in Burnbrae for a substantial length of time. 
 
James Mitchell, a weaver, and his spouse Jean Wilson (c1767-1850) had children born in Upper 
Warrenhill before 1800, and in Wellbrae after that date. Their unmarried daughter Marion (b.1798) was 
a stocking knitter in Northflat and Langlands. 
 
George Ritchie and his spouse Marion Anderson had a son and a daughter born in Upper Warrenhill in 
1799 and 1801. 
 
Alexander Bryce (b.1790), a son of William Bryce and Sarah Swan in Crossridge, was tenant farmer of 
eighty acres in Upper Warrenhill (1841, 1851 and 1861 census). Alexander was unmarried and his 
sister Janet was his housekeeper. He was the last tenant farmer of that farm and sometime between 
1861 and 1871 it was incorporated into the larger holding of Nether Warrenhill, which at that time was 
farmed by John Tweddle (c1801-1880).  
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Bernard (Barney) Dollan (b.c1834 in Ireland) was a ploughman living in High Warrenhill (1861 and 
1871 census). His wife Mary was a Carmichael girl. In 1881 (census) they were living in a cottage at 
Low Warrenhill. 
 
George Sandilands (b.c1849 in Stobo) was a shepherd living in High Warrenhill from about 1878, 
which was about the time that the farm was amalgamated with Nether Warrenhill. 
 
WARRENHILL – See Nether Warrenhill and Upper Warrenhill 
 
WELLBRAE – A small farm located north-east of Meadowflat and south-south-west 
of Heatheryhall. During the 19th century the land was farmed as part of North Mains 
(also known as Whitehall and Heatheryhall). 
 
Thomas Lindsay and his spouse Euphemia Kellie had children born in Wellbrae between 1712 and 
1716.  
 
James Kay, a weaver in Wellbrae, and his spouse Janet Tweddale had a son and a daughter born there 
in 1717 and 1719. William Kay and his spouse Helen Forrest came to Wellbrae from the Mains about 
1736. They were later recorded in Meadowflat. Helen, a widow, died in 1760 in Dubb. 
 
Daniel Adamson (c1692-1757) and his spouse Janet Tweddale (c1689-1760) had children born in 
Wellbrae in 1727 and 1729. Daniel was in Hillhead when he died in 1756.  
 
James Barrie, a tenant in Wellbrae, and his spouse Lilias Storie (b.c1721) had three sons, John, James 
and Alexander, born in Wellbrae  between 1751 and 1754. James may have been a son of John Barrie 
recorded in Meadowflat around 1723. Lilias was the younger daughter of James Storie, the 
schoolmaster at Covington.  

 
Adam Scott married Agnes Thripland (d.1765) before 1736. They were in Dubb until the mid 1750s, at 
which time they moved to Wellbrae. Hugh Scott (d.1774) married Janet Newbigging before 1765 and 
was in Wellbrae until he died in 1774. It was very probable that the Hugh Scott (d.1796) who married 
Janet Frame in 1783 was his son. 

 
In 1790, William Scott (c1770-1847) married Marion Lindsay (1767-1830), the eldest daughter of 
Adam Lindsay and Janet Bishop in Thankerton. They had seven sons and two daughters. William was 
an agricultural labourer in Knowe until 1796, in Wellbrae until some time between 1810 and 1828, and 
in Burnmouth until he died in 1847. 
 
James Forrest (d.1791) and his spouse Margaret Muir (d.1792) had children born in Wellbrae between 
1765 and 1771. Some time after that, the family moved to Burnside. 
 
David Core (1759-1839), the son of James Core and Marion Easton in Braeside and Burnbrae, married 
Isabella Martin (c1768-1850) in 1787. They had eleven children born between then and 1813. David 
was a tailor in Leggatfoot until some time after 1813, when he became a tenant farmer in Wellbrae. 
Three of his sons were also farmers, - James (b.1794) in Newside, Archibald (b.1797) in Crossridge 
and David (b.1799) remained as the farmer of 35 acres in Wellbrae. In 1830, the younger David (1799-
1887) married Jane Frame (c1807-1883) and had two sons and five daughters (1851 census). In 1838, 
Helen Core (b.1806), the third daughter of David and Isabel in Wellbrae, married William Simpson. 
They lived beside Helen’s parents for about five years before they moved to Newside.  
 
David Martin (1759-1829), the eldest son of Archibald Martin and Margaret Aitken in Covington 
Mains and Northflat, was a tenant in Wellbrae. In 1795, William Ritchie in Biggar married Susan 
Scott. They were recorded in Wellbrae in 1799. 
 
James Mitchell, a weaver, and his spouse Jean Wilson (c1767-1850) had children born in Upper 
Warrenhill before 1800, and in Wellbrae after that date. Their unmarried daughter Marion (b.1798) was 
a stocking knitter in Northflat and Langlands. 
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In 1803, Adam Lindsay (1776-1850), a son of Adam Lindsay and Janet Bishop in Thankerton, married 
Janet Hamilton (c1776-1851) and moved to Wellbrae. In 1847, one of their sons, George (b.1815) 
married Janet Muir (b.1825) and moved into Cumberland.  
 
In 1812, James Lindsay (d.1825) married Isabel Black (c1778-1856) and had two children born in 
Wellbrae before moving to Covington Mains. 
 
In 1827, William Henderson (c1797-1875) married Elizabeth Thomson, the daughter of James 
Thomson in Carnwath. They were in Wellbrae from 1827 until 1831; in Knowe from 1831 until 1837; 
in Newtown in 1838 and from about 1840 in Thankerton where William was a handloom and drugget 
weaver until his death in 1875. 
 
Adam Henderson (1833-1865), a handloom weaver, and his spouse Margaret Forrest (c1833-1864) 
were in Wellbrae from their marriage some time before 1858. Adam died in 1865. He was a twin son of 
John Henderson and Isabella Frood in Hillhead. 
 
John Nelson (b.c1813 in Culter) was a railway platelayer living in Wellbrae in 1861 (census). His sister 
Elizabeth (b.c1822) was his housekeeper. Thomas Aitken (b.c1817), a railway platelayer, his wife 
Margaret and three children lived for a short time in Wellbrae from about 1858. 
 
John Hamilton (1824-1895), the son of Hugh Hamilton, grocer in Covington, married Marion Wilson 
in 1850. John was a railway labourer in Wellbrae in 1851 (census). 
 
John Purdie (b.1833), the youngest son of Alexander Purdie, shoemaker in Mains and Alleyhead, was 
an agricultural labourer in Wellbrae. 
 
James Orr (b.c1835 in Carnwath) was a ploughman living in Wellbrae in 1861 (census). 
 
William Granger (b.c1841 in Douglas) was a railway labourer living in Wellbrae (1871 census). 
 
Graham Crawford (c1848-1882), a son of David Crawford in Carstairs and Thankerton, married Janet 
Purdie (1849-1927), the eldest daughter of Alexander Purdie in Lochlyoch, Langlands and Covington 
Newtown. They were in Wellbrae from some time after 1871. 
 
Adam Plenderleith (b.c1850) was a railway platelayer living in Wellbrae Cothouse in 1881, 1891 and 
1901 (census). 
 
William Stodart (b.c1869 in Crawfordjohn) was a railway surfaceman living in Wellbrae in 1901 
(census). 
 
WESTER MEADOWFLAT – (Westside of Meadowflat). This was a cottage, or 
possibly a smallholding situated to the west of Meadowflat, and may in fact have been 
an alternative name for the place known as Sykehead.  
 
Thomas Brown and his spouse Janet Wilson had three children born in Wester Meadowflat between 
1767 and 1770. 
 
William Thomson, in Upper Warrenhill, and his spouse Jean Aitken (c1688-1759) may have been the 
parents of James Thomson in Upper Warrenhill until 1773. James married Helen Brownlee before 1765 
and had five children born there before the family moved to Wester Meadowflat where another seven 
children were born. Their fourth son, James, married Elizabeth Clarkson before 1808 and lived in 
Upper Warrenhill. 
 
Maurice Kay (1757-1829), the third son of William Kay in Perryflats, married Isabel Ellis and had 
children in Perryflats before moving to Wester Meadowflat some time after 1802 and later to Braeside. 
 
William Lindsay (b.1767), the youngest son of John Lindsay and Marion Scot in Meadowflat, married 
Margaret French (c1771-1840) before 1799. They were in Wester Meadowflat, but moved to Perryflats 
some time after 1814. 
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WHITEHALL – This farm was located where the present farm of Heatheryhall is 
now sited and would appear to have been an earlier name for the latter (see also 
Heatheryhall and North Mains). 
 
Thomas Bell (c1712-1775) and his spouse Agnes Main (c1720-1804) came to Whitehall from Northflat 
some time between 1762 and 1775. They had twelve children, and their eldest son William (c1741-
1807) continued as tenant of the farm. The seventh son Thomas (1756-1801) also remained at 
Whitehall. William married Rachel Muir (1758-1832) in 1786. Rachel was the fourth daughter of 
James Muir and Grizel Deans in Nether Warrenhill. They had five children, including Thomas who 
farmed at Fallburn and James at Sherifflats.  
 
In 1815, William Telfer (b.c1790 in Carnwath), a farm servant in Whitehall, married Agnes Bulloch 
(b.1794 in Laigh Warrenhill). They had six daughters and three sons born by 1837. In 1851 (census), 
William was a farm servant in Fallburn Cottage and in 1861 (census), Agnes was a widow. Both 
Whitehall and Fallburn were farmed by members of the Bell family.  
 
WOODSIDE – A cottage situated ¼ mile north-west of Fallburn Toll House on the 
south side of the main road. As the name suggests it is located beside a wood. 
 
James Brown was the occupant in 1911. 
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Thatched cottages in Thankerton 
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Mr & Mrs Elder in front of their cottage at the manse 

Mr Elder was known as “the minister’s man”  
The minister’s man was the handyman for the church & manse and also the gravedigger 

 
 
 

 
It was normal for the local postmaster in the small villages to publish postcards for sale. 

The postcard above was published by John Forrest, Thankerton as shown in the bottom right. 
The picture is of Shieldhill and was posted in 1908 complete with King Edward VII green halfpenny 

stamp. 
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Quothquan Law from the Station Yard, Thankerton c1900 

From a postcard published by John Forrest, Thankerton 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

VOLUME 2 continues with Chapter 12 – ‘The Covenanters’ 
& Chapter 13 - ‘The Surnames of the Parish’ 
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