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Canada’s Hundred Days was a series of attacks made along the Western Front by the Canadian Corps during the
Hundred Days Offensive of World War I. Reference to this period as Canada's Hundred Days is due to the
substantial role the Canadian Corps of the British First Army played in causing the retreat of the German Army in a
series of major battles from Amiens to Mons which along with other Allied offensives ultimately led to Germany's
final defeat and surrender. Though generally referred to as the 'Hundred Days' in the English-speaking world
outside of Canada, the period is more frequently recognized in Belgium and France - particularly in the areas in
which the Canadians fought - as "les cent jours du Canada." During this time, the Canadian Corps fought at
Amiens, Arras, the Hindenburg Line, the Canal du Nord, Bourlon Wood, Cambrai, Denain, Valenciennes and finally
at Mons, on the final day of the First World War.

Canadians entering the Square in Cambrai.

In terms of numbers, during those 96 days the Canadian Corps' four over-strength or 'heavy' divisions of roughly
100 000 men, engaged and defeated or put to flight elements of forty seven German divisions, which represented
one quarter of the German forces fighting on the Western Front. However their successes came at a heavy cost,
the Canadians suffered 20% of their battle-sustained casualties of the war during the same period.

Canada made great contributions and sacrifices in the First World War. Our many achievements on the battlefield were
capped by a three-month stretch of victories at the end of the war during what came to be known as "The Last Hundred
Days".
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Getting 60 pounders into action within 1000 yards of the enemy. Battle of Amiens. August 1918.

A Canadian armoured car going into action. Battle of Amiens. August, 1918.

As the war progressed, Canada's successes in battles like those at Vimy Ridge, France and Passchendaele, Belgium, had
earned its army the reputation for being the best-attacking Allied troops on the Western Front. When the Allies planned the
offensives that would ultimately win the war, Canada's soldiers were given the responsibility of being at the forefront of the
attacks.
The Canadian Corps' reputation was such that the mere presence of Canadians on a section of the front would warn the
enemy that an attack was coming. This meant that great secrecy would be involved in the movements of the Canadian
Corps. A large offensive was planned in France in August 1918 and Canadian troops were shifted north to Ypres, Belgium.
This made the Germans think a major attack was coming there before the Canadians secretly hurried back to the Amiens
sector for the real attack. On August 8, Canada led the way in an offensive that saw them advance 20 kilometres in three
days. This offensive was launched without a long preliminary artillery bombardment as was usually done (which also
warned the enemy that an attack was coming) and the Germans were taken totally by surprise. This breakthrough was a
remarkable development and dashed enemy morale, with the German high commander calling it "the black day of the
German Army."
With Allied leaders' hopes now high for an end to the war in 1918, they kept up the pressure on the Germans. There would
be little rest for the victorious Canadians. They were moved back north to the Arras sector and tasked with helping break
the Hindenburg Line-now the enemy's main defensive line. After a week of fierce fighting against some of Germany's finest
troops, in terrain that gave the enemy the advantage, the Canadians broke the Drocourt-Quéant Line in front of the
Hindenburg Line by September 2.
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Canadian troops in the vicinity of Arras, along Arras-Cambrai road in September, 1918. Description at National Archives
Canada says: "Canadian troops take cover in a ditch alongside the road from Arras to Cambrai. They faced a series of
well-protected enemy defences whose efficiency was enhanced by the region’s topographical features. On their left ran the
Scarpe River." In the background a Renault FT light tank can be seen.

Next up was the Canal du Nord, which formed part of the main Hindenburg Line. The partially-completed canal's
earthworks made it a tough position to attack, but Canadian Corps commander Lieutenant-General Sir Arthur Currie came
up with a daring plan. His men, along with a British division, would cross a 2,500 metre-wide dry section of the canal.
However, this was a bottleneck that could cause Allied troops and equipment to bunch up and become easy targets. To
cover the advance, Currie unleashed the heaviest single-day bombardment of the entire war and the September 27 attack
was a stunning success. The Canadians broke through three lines of German defence and pressed on to capture Bourlon
Wood. Combined with other successes along the British front, the Hindenburg Line was now breached.
The German army may have been retreating but that did not mean they stopped resisting. After further heavy fighting,
Canadians helped capture the town of Cambrai and by October 11 the Corps had reached the Canal de la Sensée. This
was the last action taken by the Corps as a whole but the individual Canadian divisions continued to fight, overcoming stiff
German resistance and helping capture Mont Houy and Valenciennes by the beginning of November.

Canadians entering the Square in Cambrai [France], three sides of it on fire.
Advance East of Arras. Oct. 1918.
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With German resistance crumbling, the armistice was finally signed on November 11, 1918. Canadians fought to the very
end with the war's last Canadian combat death—Private George Lawrence Price—happening just two minutes before the
fighting officially ended. That day saw our soldiers in Mons, Belgium—a place of great symbolic meaning, as this was
where the British army had its first significant battle against the invading Germans in the summer of 1914.
The war was finally over. The Canadian Corps' accomplishments from August 8 to November 11 were truly
impressive—more than 100,000 Canadians advanced 130 kilometres and captured approximately 32,000 prisoners and
nearly 3,800 artillery pieces, machine guns and mortars.

A Canadian cyclist shouting down a German dugout during the Battle of Arras.

Heroism
During "The Last Hundred Days," 30 Canadians and Newfoundlanders earned the Victoria Cross (VC), the highest award
for military valour they could receive. The experiences of two of these men-one who earned his VC at the beginning of this
period and one who earned his VC in the final two weeks of the war-serve as examples of the kind of courage that many
showed.
On August 8, during the first day of the Battle of Amiens, Lieutenant Jean Brillant of the 22e Bataillon attacked and took an
enemy machine gun post, despite being wounded. He then led another attack that captured 15 German machine guns and
took 150 prisoners. Again wounded, he organized a charge on German artillery. Two days later, he died and would
posthumously be awarded the VC.
The last Canadian VC of the war went to Sergeant Hugh Cairns of the 46th Battalion. At Valenciennes, he charged a series
of machine gun posts, neutralizing and capturing the positions and their weapons. He was seriously wounded and died of
his wounds on November 2, just nine days before the armistice.
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The Van Doos Cross the Rhine, December, 1918.

Sacrifice
The triumphs during "The Last Hundred Days" were impressive, but came at a high price. More than 6,800 Canadians and
Newfoundlanders were killed and approximately 39,000 wounded during the last three months of fighting. By the end of the
First World War, Canada-at the time a country of less than 8 million citizens-would see more than 650,000 men and women
serve in uniform. The conflict took a great toll, with more than 66,000 Canadians and Newfoundlanders dying and 170,000
being wounded. The sacrifices and achievements of those who gave so much in the effort to restore peace and freedom
are not forgotten.

Canadian Field Hospital

Source; http://www.veterans.gc.ca/eng/sub.cf...s/hundred-days
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As the Canadians had often come to be used as a spearhead, or front line force employed where fighting was going to be
most difficult. Allied command had developed an understanding that the Germans had learned to suspect and prepare for
an attack when they found the Canadians were moved in and massed on a new sector of the front lines. British Prime
Minister David Lloyd George reflected this attitude when he wrote in his memoirs: “Whenever the Germans found the
Canadian Corps coming into the line they prepared for the worst.”.[1] As such, when it was decided the Canadians with the
Australians would spearhead the centre of the attack at Amiens the decision was taken that the movement of the
Canadian Corps to Amiens would be kept as secret as possible. A deception operation was devised to conceal and
misrepresent the Canadians position in the front. False radio traffic was created to indicate the Canadians were in Calais
and a small unit was posted in the Ypres sector and made their presence there overtly recognizable. Meanwhile, the
majority of the Canadian Corps was marched to Amiens in secret and was even kept out of the sight of fellow Allied units
to maintain the secrecy of their movements.[2]
The battle began in dense fog at 4:20 a.m. on 8 August 1918.[3][4] Under Rawlinson's Fourth Army, the British III Corps
attacked north of the Somme, the Australian Corps to the south of the river in the centre of Fourth Army's front, and the
Canadian Corps to the south of the Australians. The French 1st Army under General Debeney opened its preliminary
bombardment at the same time, and began its advance 45 minutes later.[5] The operation was supported by more than
500 tanks, which helped to cut through the numerous barbed wire defences employed by the Germans.[6]
Noteworthy for the attack was that it was not preceded by any substantial (multiple day) preparatory artillery barrage. The
general staff had decided that a preparatory barrage would serve as a warning to the Germans that an attack was
forthcoming and may give them cause to move reinforcements and additional artillery into the area. It was hoped that to
make up for the lack of preparatory barrage that the rolling barrage the infantry would advance behind and the tanks that
would accompany them would cut paths through the German barbed wire and other defenses through which the men
could advance.
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Canadian troops constructing a bridge across Canal-du-Nord, September 1918.

The first day of the attack the attacking forces broke through the German lines in dramatic fashion, with the Canadians
pushing as far as pushing eight miles or thirteen kilometres from their starting points. The tanks were very successful in
this battle, as they attacked German rear positions, creating panic and confusion. The subsequent collapse in German
morale led Erich Ludendorff to dub it "the Black Day of the German Army".[7]
The advance continued for three more days but without the spectacular results of 8 August, since the rapid advance
outran the supporting artillery. The Allies had managed to gain 12 miles in total, but the Germans were pouring in
reinforcements.[8] On 10 August, the Germans had been forced to pull out of the salient that they had managed to occupy
during Operation Michael in March, back towards the Hindenburg Line. After this, the Amiens operation was halted, and
the Canadians moved back to where they were previously to attack the Hindenburg Line, holding Fouquescourt, Maucourt,
Chilly and Hallu in the Arras Sector.[7]
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Breaking the Hindenburg Line.
In Arras, the Canadians attacked eastward, smashing the outer defence lines near the powerful Drocourt-Quéant Line (the
Wotan Stellung section of the Hindenburg line), along the Arras-Cambrai road. On 2 September 1918, the Canadian
Corps, smashed the Drocourt-Quéant line, and broke its main support position, taking 5622 casualties, which brought the
total losses of the Arras-Cambrai operation up to 11,423 casualties. After this, the Germans retreated across the Canal du
Nord, which was almost completely flooded.
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Traffic jam at Esnes on the Meuse-Argonne front, Sep 1918.

At the Battle of the Canal du Nord, following up the first breaking of the Hindenburg line, the Canadians used a complex
manoeuvre to attack along the side of the canal through an unfinished dry section. The Canadians built bridges and
crossed the canal at night, surprising the Germans with an attack in the morning. This proved the ability of Canadian
engineers to construct new roads to cross the canal efficiently without the Germans noticing. The specialisation of troops
and formally organised battalions of combat engineers was also effective as it allowed the soldiers to rest instead of
working every day that they were not actively attacking.
The Canadians then broke the Hindenburg line a second time, this time during the Battle of Cambrai, (which along with the
Australian, British and American break further south at the Battle of St. Quentin Canal) resulted in a collapse of German
morale.
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Canadians advancing, East of Arras. September, 1918.

This collapse forced the German High Command to accept that the war had to be ended. The evidence of failing German
morale also convinced many Allied commanders and political leaders that the war could be ended in 1918. (Previously, all
efforts had been concentrated on building up forces to mount a decisive attack in 1919.)

Pursuit to Mons.
As the war neared its end, the Canadian Corps pressed on towards Germany and the final phase of the war for the
Canadians was known as the 'Pursuit to Mons'. It was during these final thirty-two days of the war that the Canadians
engaged the retreating Germans over about seventy kilometres in a running series of battles at Denain and Valenciennes
in France and finally Mons in Belgium where they pushed the Germans out of the town on 10–11 November.[10] Mons
was, ironically, where the British had engaged the German armies for the first time in battle in the Great War on the 23rd of
August 1914. As such, Mons is considered by some to be considered the place where the war both began and ended for
the British Empire.
Some criticism was leveled at Canadian Corps commander Arthur Currie by Sam Hughes and others for needlessly
wasting lives to capture Mons once it was known that the armistice was imminent. They claimed the soldiers who were
killed and wounded in taking Mons were sacrificed for not a strategic, but a symbolic objective. The allegations even
appeared in print in newspapers run by Hughes' family which led to Currie launching and winning a libel lawsuit against
Hughes' son Garnet and others after the war.[11]

Source;
1. Veteran's Affairs Canada website
2. Bird, Will R. (January 2008). Ghosts Have Warm Hands. CEF Books.
3. Kearsey, A. (February 1950). The Battle of Amiens 1918. Aldershot Gale & Polden Limited. pp. 13–14.Reprinted on the
Naval & Military Press
4. The British Army in the Great War: Battle of Amiens
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5. Historical Atlas of World War I. Anthony Livesey, Henry Holt and
6. Company: New York. 1994
7. Kearsey p. 2-3
8. Livesay, John Frederick Bligh (1919). Canada's Hundred Days: with the Canadian Corps from Amiens to Mons, Aug.
8—Nov. 11, 1918. Toronto: Thomas Allen. p. 57,95.
9. "Canada's Hundred Days". Veterans Affairs Canada. 2004-07-29. Retrieved 2008-08-07.
10. Military History: First World War: Battlefront, 1918: Canada's 100 Days
11. Dictionary of Canadian Biography Online

A Canadian enjoying blackberries which he had just gathered in Bourlon Wood. Advance East of Arras. October, 1918.

The Guns Fall Silent at Mons.
During Canada's Hundred Days, the four Canadian divisions had fought magnificently, defeating 47 crack German divisions which
consisted fully one-quarter of the entire German army. In that period, the 105,000 Canadians advanced 130 kilometres and
liberated more than 200 towns and cities. They captured 31,537 prisoners, 623 guns, 2,842 machine-guns and 336 mortars.
Canadian battle casualties totalled 45,830. The German losses were staggering and the end of the war was now just a question of
time.
Arthur Currie's Canadian troops took part in the final battle of the war, chasing the last Germans out of Mons in Belgium on
November 10th. With the other Allies storming onto their borders and rebellions threatening to break out all over the country,
Germany asked for an armistice to end 'the war to end all wars'. It was mutually decided to choose a symbolic time for the official
surrender - the eleventh hour, on the eleventh day, of the eleventh month, 1918. At 5:00 am that day, in a railway car at in the forest
of Compiègne, France, French Field Marshal Foch and the members of the German Armistice Commission signed a formal
surrender to end World War I, to take effect at 11 am.
Later that fateful morning, Private George Price of Saskatchewan's 28th Battalion was shot by sniper fire. He died at 10:58 a.m.,
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two minutes before the armistice was to stop all fighting and end the war. He is regarded as the last casualty of all Allied armies of
the First World War.
Armistice Day had finally come. The guns, after more than four horrendous and bloody years of fighting, fell silent.
Over 750,000 Canadians served in the four years of the Great War; 424,589 went overseas; 60,661 were killed. In all, over 10
million people died in the war, including 6 million civilians. In 1931, November 11 was renamed Remembrance Day and declared a
legal holiday.

Last edited by Spaniard : 05-23-2011 at 10:19 PM.
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