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KILBLAAN (Cille-bhlathairi), or St Blaan's Monastery so called from

a church and burial-place on that farm. A family named MacKellar

had this place feued from MacNaughton.

A young man, a native of Glenshera, was married to a young woman

at Alt-Padric (Allt-pharuig) (Peter's Burn), opposite the three bridges in

Glenara. There had been a large gathering at the wedding, and MacKellar

of Kilblaan had been there. During the dancing some quarrelling had

taken place between him and some others
;
and as they were leaving in the

morning, one of the others offered MacKellar his forefinger to bid him

good-bye. MacKellar took this as an insult, and caught the finger with

the one hand, and drew his skiandhu (sgian-dubfi) from his hose with the

other hand and cut off the man's finger. For this the authorities sent

the constables to apprehend him, when he went out of the way by hiding

among his friends.

He continued thus hiding for, it is said, two years, when he died
;

and his family being but young, the farm was neglected and the feu-duty

became in arrears. The superior took charge of the farm, but the fam-

ily kept the title-deeds. A son, or perhaps a grandson, of MacKellar

came to reside in Inverary, and got employment as labourer to the

Duke's mason, named Angus MacKellar, who had two daughters, Ket

and Nanny. A cousin of Angus, one Peter MacKellar, who had risen

to be an extensive sheep -farmer, called on Angus one day, and said,

"
Angus, give the title-deeds of Kilblaan to me, and I will try and plea

the Duke out of it." "No," said Angus; "when I had no work the

Duke gave me work, and when I could not work the Duke gave me

a pension."

Angus and Ket died
;
and when the Rev. Dr MacKellar, preaching

in the Free Church, Inverary, and residing at the castle, called to see

his cousin Nanny MacKellar, she presented the title-deeds to him, who

handed the same to the late Duke of Argyll.




