
The Smith Family of Libberton, Lanarkshire, Scotland 

The starting point for our research on the Smith families of Libberton was the detailed family tree created by 
James T. O. Hepburn (1875-1967), who was married to Margaret McLean Smith (1880-1965). This tree was 
headed by "John Smith of Huntfield Farm in the Parish of Libberton".  

 

James' tree was last drawn about 1958, well before personal computers and the Internet made family research a 
lot easier for the average person.  In recent years we have uncovered three earlier generations of this family that 
lived and died in the Parish of Libberton and added many details about the people in the tree.   

The John Smith (1822- a.1891) that James Hepburn refers to can be found at Huntfield farm in the 1861 census 
with his wife Margaret McLean and three of their children. He is labelled as being  'of Huntfield farm' by James 
Hepburn, probably because James' father-in-law Neil McLean Smith (son of John) was born there. John Smith 
was actually born and raised at Arthurshiels farm where his father James (1783-1868) was a tenant farmer. John 
spent the latter part of his life (after his second marriage) farming near Climpy in Carnwath Parish. John may 
have only spent about 17 or 18 
years at Huntfield.  

John's father, James, was born 
in Libberton Parish and was 
probably living at Millrig (a.k.a. 
Millridge) when he married 
Elizabeth Russell in 1805. 
Their first son was born at 
Millrig which is the next farm to 
the West of Greenshiel(d)s 
farm where Elizabeth was 
born. Interestingly, John's  first 
wife Margaret McLean can also 
be found at Greenshields in the 
1841 and 1851 census reports. 
She was probably born there 
as well, as her parents were 
married there.  

The four Libberton farms 
mentioned above can be found 
on the 1816 Forrest map to the 
right.   



John Smith's  Pedigree 

 

James Smith and Elizabeth Russell 

As mentioned before, James Smith (1783-aft.1861) and his wife Elizabeth Russell (1778-1851) were both 
baptised in Libberton Parish but James was born just over the line in Carnwath parish. James baptism record 
states: 

"July 13 1783. James Smith indweller in Newbigging Milln and Margaret Smith his spouse all of this 
parish had a son Baptised named James." 

Elizabeth's registration states: 

" Jan 11 1778  James Russel shoemaker in Greenshields and Jean Aitkin his spouse had a daughter 
baptised named Elizabeth." 

James and Elizabeth were married in Libberton; 

"June 21 1805  James Smith and Elizabeth Russel both in this parish after regular proclamation were 
married." 

They had 7 children according to the Libberton parish records; James (b.1807), Jean (1809), Margaret (1811), 
William (1814), Thomas (1817), Margaret (1820) and John (1822).  The older five were all born at Millrigg or 
Millridge Hill, the second Margaret's birthplace is not listed and John, the youngest, was born at Arthurshiels 
farm.   

James and Elizabeth can be found in the 1841 Scottish census at Arthurshiels with five of their children. There is 
a sixth child in the home, Betsey, who is actually a grandchild. Betsey is still with the family in 1851 (as 
Elisabeth). It is a bit of a mystery who her parents were. She is not listed in the OPRs but she is listed in the 
census as born in Libberton. We don't have a marriage or offspring for the oldest son James and the only other 
reasonable choice would be an illegitimate child for Jean. 

James, with children Jean and John and granddaughter Elisabeth, is still at Arthurshiels in 1851 and by 1861 it is 

just James and daughter Jean there. James died 12 Jan 1868 at Arthurshields. His death registration confirms 

that he was the widower of Elizabeth Russell, son of James and Margaret Smith. 



James Smith and Margaret Smith 

 James Smith (1754) was born at Quodquan in Libberton Parish. Quodquan or later Quothquan is a village in the 
Southwest of the parish that may have been a collection of residences that supported a farm of the same name 
that lies a little further west. There were a number of Smiths that lived in the area including a John who was the 
schoolmaster. There is also a farmstead north of the town called Quothquan Mills in the direction of Arthurshiels 
so it is not possible to pinpoint where our James Smith was born.  

His wife Margaret Smith (1757) was born at Hogscastle (a.k.a. Oggs Castle) in the northeast corner of Libberton 
Parish, which is directly across the Medwin River from Newbigging Miln (mill).  

James' baptism is recorded as follows; 

" Libertown June 7 1754, William Smith, smith at Quodquan and Grissol Watson his spouse had a son 
baptised named James witnesses John Smith Schoolmaster in Quodquan and William Gibson tenant 
there." 

Margaret's baptism entry in the Old Parish Register tells us a fair bit about the family; 

"Hogscastle Sept 20, 1757  James Smith tenant at Hogscastle and Jean Gray his spouse had a 
daughter baptised named Maregaret, witnesses John Gray tenant at Todholds & James Gray servant to 
the said James Smith." 

The Gray men noted in the record are presumed to be Uncles or cousins of Margaret. Todholds should actually 
read Todholes which is Northeast of Oggs Castle in Carnwath parish. Margaret's mother was Jean Gray. Her 
first husband, John Paterson, was the owner of Oggs Castle who died in 1741. Her son by her first marriage, 
John Paterson, inherited the farm and owned it until he sold in 1810. 

The map below shows the four locations mentioned above. The land in pink is Libberton parish, green is 
Carnwath and yellow is Walston.   



 

James and Margaret were married in Libberton; 

"July 14 1780 James Smith in this parish and Margaret Smith in the parish of Carnwath after regular 
Proclamation were married." 

They had seven children; Janet (1781), James (1783), Elizabeth (1787), William (1788), Jean (1791), John 
(1793) and Thomas (1796). In all of the children's birth registrations except Thomas', the Smiths are at 
"Libertown" or Libberton (presumably the farm). The place that Thomas was born which looks to be spelled 
"Stedline", is shown as "Steadlands" a farm East of the town of Libberton on the 1816 Forrest map above but is 
called Stidling Mains on Ordinance maps of 1805. 

 

James Russell and Jean Aitken 

James (1740-1809) was born in the parish of Covington and Thankerton while Jean (1741 ) was born in 
Carnwath. A marriage registration has not been found for the couple. 

James and Jean had 6 children; Janet (1767), James (1769), Jean (1771), Elizabeth (1778), Helen (1781), and 
William (1786). All of the children were born at Greenshields. Each of the children's baptism record lists James 
as a shoemaker.  

William Smith and Grizel Watson 

William was born about 1716 or earlier based on the birth date of his first child, Agnes.  A baptism however 
cannot be found in Libberton or any of the surrounding parishes, in that timeframe. We don't have a birth date for 
Grizel (also seen as Grissel and Grizzel) but she would have to have been born close to or earlier than William's 
birthdate. 

"May 12th 1738  William Smith and Grizel Watson both of this parish after orderly proclamation were 
married witnesses John Smith in Libertoun and Robert Watson in Cormiston." 

Although John Smith of Libertoun is mentioned as a witness in many of the marriages and baptisms in the parish 
it would be safe to assume this is William's father.  Robert Watson may well be a relative of Grizel but not her 
father. Cormiston is in the far South of the parish.   

William and Grizel had three children baptised in Libberton. Their first child Agnes was born out of wedlock. Her 
1734 baptism provides the names of both her grandfathers. This Agnes died in 1742.  Another Agnes was 
baptised in 1752 and James was baptised in 1754. In 1754 William was a blacksmith at Quodquan (the village 
perhaps). 

"Novr  8 1734  William Smith son to John Smith in Qdqn having been guilty of the sin of fornication with 
Grizel Watson daughter of George Watson in mains of Shieldhill had a daughter baptised called Agnes 
witnesses Robert Black weaver in Arthurshield and John Somervill workman in mains of Shieldhill." 

 

James Smith and Jean Gray 

James (b.1721) and Jean (b.1725) were married in Libberton; 



"Hogscastle  Decr 27 1745 James Smith son to John Smith tenant in Libertoun and Jean Gray relict of 
John Paterson of Hogscastle were after orderly proclamation married witnesses James Paterson tenant 
in Carnwath and John Scott tenant in Libertoun." 

They had 9 children; Agnes (1747), Elizabeth (1748), James (1749), Andrew (1751),  Hugh (1752), Robert 
(1754), Alexander (1756), Margaret (1757) and George (1759).   

 

James Russell and Jean Gibson 

James (1715) and Jean (1713) were married at Libberton.  

"10 Dec 1736 James Russel in the parish of Walstown and Jean Gibson in this parish after orderly 
proclamation were married , witnesses Thomas Weir and Thomas Clelland tenants in Qdgn"  

Qdqn in this record is a short form for Quodquan or later Quothquan.  

James and Jean were said to have had three children, William (1733) , Elizabeth (1738) and James (1740). A 
baptism for William has not been found which is not surprising as the date that some researchers suggest was 
before James and Jean were married. The birthplace they list is Glasgow which seems a bit odd. The later two 
children can be found on the same page of baptisms in Covington and Thankerton parish. Elizabeth was born at 
Meadowflat and James at Liggatefoot (Leggatfoot on modern maps). James Sr. was listed as a shoemaker in 
both registrations. 

 

 

James Aitken and Janet Elder 

James was baptised in Carnwath parish on 19 Sep 1711. His wife Janet Elder was born in the same parish 9 Jul 
1713 to William Elder and Agnes Somervell and baptised on the 12th.. James and Janet had two children James 
(1738) and Jean (1741). Baptism were registered in Carnwath parish on 18 Jun and 4 Jan respectively. No 
marriage registration has been found for James and Jean. 

 


