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The yard of Austin seen here in the grip of
winter. Austin's normally had better
conditions at launch time. For twenty years
every launch took partin fine weather M

History
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The Pendennis SS, official number 129,164, was
built at Sunderland in 1911 by Messrs. S. P.
Austin and Son, Ltd. She was then known as the
s.s. "Sir Arthur." She was a steel single screw
steamship of gross tonnage 2,001.23, net
1,161.33; length 280 ft., beam 40.5 ft., depth
21.5 ft. She was fitted with triple expansion
engines of 207 horse power nominal. She had a
single deck, large hatches, and was what is called
a self-trimmer.

She had six hatches which fed four holds. No. 1
hatch led into No. 1 hold. Nos. 2 and 3 hatches
into No. 2 hold. Nos. 4 and 5 hatches into No. 3
hold. No. 6 hatch into No. 4 hold. Her steering
gear was of the rod and chain type. At the time
of her loss she was owned by the Pendennis
Steamship Co., Ltd., who purchased herin 1929
for £15,200 and renamed her "P endennis." She
had been known by a number of different names
during her career.
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Austin S. P. & Son Ltd., Sunderland
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S. P. Austin and Sons began in 1826. Austin’s
was famous for its pontoon, which opened in
1904. The pontoon was a platform that could be
sunk below a ship, then re-floated to raise the
ship out of the water. Austin’s merged with
Pickersgill’'s in 1954 to become Austin and
Pickersgill The yard closed in 1956
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