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Part Three
Cunard during the seventies might well have been falling behind in
the race for faster and more luxurious ships but Ismay's White Star
was having something of a torrid time. After just two years of
operation his 'Atlantic' ran into a severe storm when on passage
Liverpool to New York, onboard were 900 passengers and crew,
due to the storms severity 'Atlantic' very nearly ran out of coal and
had to make for shelter at Halifax. During the manoeuvre she ran
aground with disastrous results the outcome of which was the loss
of four hundred and eighty one persons, of these two hundred and
ninety five were women and children, most of them were trapped
in steerage, the lessons learned from this event were singularly
ignored by the powers that be for years to come. The reasons for
ignoring the loss of steerage passengers was how their importance
was measured against that of more fortunate travellers, money,
those that travelled in steerage paid minimally for their passage
and greedy shipowners only provided the bare necessities of life,
only one company provide more than the minimum and that was
Inman Line who's fortune was earned on the back of the
immigrants it carried.

merchantnavyofficers.com/cunard3.html

1/20

6/19/2011

www.merchantnavyofficers.com/cunard…

TYPICAL STEERAGE ACCOMMODATION

This single sinking was by far the worst but from their inception to
the end of 1880 one hundred and forty three steamers had been
lost, the seventies accounting for a third of them, the public was
becoming agitated to say the least and thanks in a large part to
Samuel Plimsoll maximum load lines were introduced along with
other safety regulations enforced by Board of Trade Inspectors.
Only one company during the period in question never subscribed
to the speed at all cost syndrome, that of Cunard, its Captains
were given absolute discretion over their ships sailings and no
pressure whatsoever was brought to bear on their judgements. Nor
did the company call its Masters to task should they arrive late just
asking had any damage been sustained during its crossing on his
arrival. Due to its unblemished record on safety and its
involvement with the British Government Cunard attained
something akin to gilt edged lustre. Mark Twain later stated "The
Cunard people would not take Noah himself as First Mate till they
had worked him up through the all the lower grades and tried him
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ten years or such matter. They make every officer serve an
apprenticeship under their eyes in their own ships before they
advance him or trust him. It takes them about ten or fifteen years
to manufacture a Captain; but when they have got him
manufactured to suit at last, they have full confidence in him. The
only order they give a Captain is this, brief and to the point: Your
ship is loaded, take her, speed is nothing; follow your own road,
deliver her safe, bring her back safe-safety is all that's required.
At the end of the decade Cunard completed one of the last iron
steamers built, Gallia, her other distinction being that she was the
last ship built for the B. and N.A.R.M.S.P. Co., she also turned out
to be one of the company's most satisfactory ships. Her bunker
capacity gave her a large steaming range, her cargo space
equalled 2,000 tons and she had luxurious accommodation for
three hundred first class passengers and 1,200 languished in
steerage.

GALLIA

Built: 1879 by J. & G. Thomson Co;, Glasgow.
Tonnage: 4,809 grt, 3,801 nt.
Engine: Single sc rew, 2 Cyl, Compound Inverted, 600 NHP, 12.5 Kts by builder.
Passengers: 300 1st Class, 1,200 3rd Class.

She made her maiden voyage Liverpool to New York on the 5th of
April 1879. Gallia was barque-rigged and her first Captain sailed
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under full sail whenever possible, she had an improved main
saloon which spanned the full width of the ship and a steam
steering gear manufactured by Muir & Caldwell. During her time on
the Boston New York service she spent some time chartered to
White Star Line. In 1896 she was renamed Don Alvado de Bazan
when on charter for Cia Transatlantica. Sold out of the fleet to
Beaver Line with Elder Dempster registered as owners in 1897 and
three years later was sold again to Allan Line, wrecked off Sorel
Point, Quebec in 1900 and broken up at Cherbourg.
Cunard's first iron ship to be completed under its new name, The
Cunard Steam-Ship Company was the Catalonia in 1879 and she
was specifically designed for the Boston emigrant service. In
addition to the 1,500 steerage passengers she carried up to 200
Saloon Class. However she proved to be rather a slow ship but one
notable event in her career was that she was the first Cunarder to
use Liverpool's new floating Landing Stage and was one of the first
ships to be taken up for service by the Government during the
South African War. Two further ships joined the fleet in 1881,
Catalonia and Servia. Catalonia was the penultimate iron ship for
Cunard, Servia however was its first steel ship with auxiliary sail
and only four of this type was ever completed. Servia was a
successful and popular ship and though designed for speed never
lived up to her potential due to excessive vibration. Due to the
agreement between Cunard and the British Government she was
built with the capacity to carry six sixty four pounders and four
forty pounders, also her engine spaces were designed in such a
way that the engine space was totally surrounded by coal bunkers
thus offering minimum protection in the event of attack

SERVIA

merchantnavyofficers.com/cunard3.html

4/20

6/19/2011

www.merchantnavyofficers.com/cunard…

Built: 1881 by J & G. Thomson, Glasgow.
Tonnage: 7,391 grt, 3,971 nt.
Engine: Single sc rew, three- cylinder compound, 1,000 NHP, 16 Kts, by builder.
Passengers: 480 1st Class, 500 3rd Class, Crew 252 of which 105 were stewards.

Using the medium of Siemens mild steel the builders saved 620
tons of metal in her construction and she was the first merchant
ship built in this way. She not only had the standard steam steering
gear and normal hand steering but also was fitted with double
purchase chain gear and tackles on a horizontal wheel, in all four
methods of steering. She was Cunard's first ship to have electric
lights fitted in the accommodation and also the first company ship
to fly Cunard Steam-Ship Company's new house flag, golden lion
and globe on a red field. Servia was rigged as a three masted
barque and was fitted with Cunningham's patented self-reefing
gear on the fore and main topsail yards.
Servia made her maiden voyage on the 26th of November 1881
Liverpool to New York. In 1893 she underwent an expensive refit
which included major changes to her accommodation, it became
400 1st class, 2àà 2nd class and 500 3rd class. She served as a
troopship during the Boer War in 1899 and made her final voyage
to New York on the 17th of September 1901. Broken at Preston by
Thomas Ward in 1902.
The company's final iron hulled ship was the Cephalonia and
completed by Lairds of Birkenhead, the yard was not to build
another for Cunard for another fifty-seven years.
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CEPHALONIA.

Built: 1882 by Laird Bros, Birkenhead.
Tonnage: 5,606 grt, 3?515 nt.
Engine: Single sc rew, 2 c ylinder compound, vertical, 700 NHP, 12 Kts, by builder.
Passengers: 200 1st Class, 1,500 3rd Class.

To date she was the largest ship built on the Mersey and made her
maiden voyage Liverpool-Boston on the 23rd of August 1882. She
made her final Atlantic crossing on the 12th of September 1899 and
commenced for the Government as a Boer War Transport on
completion of the voyage. Sold to the Chinese Eastern Railway Co
in 1900 becoming Hai Lor and was sunk as a blockship at Port
Arthur in 1904.
Towards the end of the seventies both the American Government
and that of the British were attempting to reduce their costs as to
the subsidies paid to its respective shipping company's. In the mid
eighties the British Government, in a further attempt to negate its
agreement with Cunard and White Star tried to institute the
American concept of only shipping the mails once a month, both
company's refused to comply and rather than accept were
prepared to sail empty of mails. Obtuse to the end the British
Government even tried other shipping company's such as
Nordduetscher-Lloyd, Inman and Guion, however after a public
outcry and bearing in mind both Cunard and White Star's reliability
the Government was forced to see the error of its ways. It
therefore agreed a contract with both company's for a twice
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contract with both company's for a twice

weekly service, Cunard on Saturdays and White Star on
Wednesdays and in the December of 1890 the record for the
carriage of European mail was broken when Servia landed 1,062
bags at New York.

AURANIA

Built: 1883 by J. & G. Thomson, Glasgow.
Tonnage: 7,269 grt, 4,030 nt.
Engine: Single sc rew, 3 Cylinder, compound, direct ac ting, 1,500 NHP, 16 Kts by builder.
Passengers: 500 1st Class, 700 3rd Class, 275 Crew.

Aurania's beam to length ratio was reduced from Servia's one to
ten to one to eight consequently she had a propensity to roll in
even the mildest of swells and was not the most popular of ships
with either her passengers or crew. She was three masted with
topmasts and was consequently considered barque rigged,
however shortly after being commissioned her yards were
removed and she sailed under schooner rig. She had a turtle back
stern and was fitted with shepherds hook style davits.
She made her maiden voyage Liverpool to New York on the 23rd of
June 1883, the trip was eventful in as much as her engines
overheated and she had to complete the voyage under sail. She
served as a Boer War transport number 20 in 1899 at a chartered
rate of 16s 6d per ton a month, note the beautifully styled
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rate of 16s 6d per
ton a month, note the beautifully styled

lapstraked lifeboats in the aftermost lifeboats which are swung out
in the event of an emergency. In 1903 she inaugurated the FiumeTrieste-Venice-Palermo-New York route and two years later was
sold for breaking in Italy.
Cunard were to benefit from a rapid downturn in the fortunes of
Guion Line when they acquired the Oregon when Guion couldn't
keep up with the payments to John Elders & Co of Glasgow. The
ship had been laid down in 1883 and was designed by Bryce
Douglas. The builders foreclosed the year after her completion and
offered her to Cunard, though she didn't fit the company's image
Cunard could hardly refuse.

OREGON.

Her time in the company was brief for she was struck below the
bridge by a mysterious schooner on the 14th of March 1885 when
nearing Fire Island Light, New York Bay. The schooner disappeared
nearly as quickly as she had approached leaving Oregon sinking
rather slowly, this however gave sufficient time for Fulda, a North
German Lloyd ship to close and with the assistance of a local pilot
boat take off not only all the passengers and crew but the mails
also. Oregon's watertight doors had failed due to excessive build
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up of coal dust on the their slides, without this occurrence the ship
would most probably have made port. Later it was thought that the
schooner in question was the Charles Morse, which disappeared
with all hands at about the same date.
In 1884 Cunard ordered two ships that were to prove to be their
final single screw passenger ships on the Atlantic, they were also
the last to be built with auxiliary sail and were to prove to be the
most successful mail steamers ever to sail the Atlantic, Umbria and
Etruria. Both ships were designed as auxiliary cruisers capable of
attaining 18 knots for no less than sixteen days, its worth
remembering that this speed and endurance could not be
maintained by the Royal Navy's own cruisers. They cost £400,000
each. The Admiralty also specified that 50% of their crews should
be Royal Navy Reserve and should be ready for war service with
only one week's notice.

ETRURIA
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Built: 1885 by John Elder & Co, Fairfield, Glasgow.
Tonnage: 8,120 grt, 3,690 nt.
Engine: Single sc rew, 3 Cylinder c ompound, 14,500 IHP, 19 kts, 20 kts on trials. oil lamps
replac ed by elec tric lights in all c abins, powered provided by 4 x Siemen engines.
Passengers: 550 1st Class, 800 3rd Class.
Refrigeration Machinery fitted instead of the standard Ic e Room.

She was launched in the September of 1884 and made her maiden
voyage from Liverpool to New York the following April on the 25th.
Both were extremely fast ships and shared the Blue Riband
between them for the next five years, in fact Etruria appeared to
improve with age breaking her own existing record by one hour on
her 313th crossing in 1898. Both ships underwent extensive
refurbishment in 1893 and their accommodation changed to 500
1st Class, 160 2nd Class and 800 3rd Class. She and her sister
were fitted with the new fangled radio in 1901. The following year
she lost her propeller and had to be towed to the port of Fayal in
the Azores by Frederick Leyland's William Cliff. Royal Mail's Ebro
was chartered to return the despondent passengers home and
Etruria was towed to Liverpool for repairs. She was broken by
Thos. Ward of Preston in 1909.
During the late eighty's Cunard's pre-eminence on the Atlantic was
once again challenged, Inman's City of New York and City of Paris,
both beautifully designed vessels, also White Star's magnificent
Teutonic and Majestic entered service and the four ships continually
broke the record for Atlantic crossings east and west bound.
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CITY OF NEW YORK
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TEUTONIC

How best to respond to the challenge was the order of the day at
many of Cunard's boardroom meeting over the next few years
until it was decided to change direction completely. They chose to
ignore the mundane requirements of the British travelling public
and instead concentrating on the pampering of the far more
wealthy Americans which as time went on accounted for more and
more of their passengers. So it was with much fanfare and publicity
that Cunard announced their intention to build two ships who's
opulence would be unrivalled for many years to come, the
foundations of high life and haute cuisine were laid down as
Campania and Lucania. For other well known shipping lines the end
coincided with Cunard's announcement either by closure or
merger, they included Guion Line, National and sadly after forty
three years in service Inman Line whose magnificent fleet of liners
transferred to the American Line and all dropping the prefix 'City
of' in the process.
Campania and Lucania were to be half as large again as Etruria
and Umbria and they were to be the company's first twin-screw
steamers. They were both to be fitted with the most powerful triple
expansion engines ever built and a centre fin type of rudder which
provided an extremely tight turning ability, single berth cabins with
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iron bedsteads and running water and the massive dining rooms
measuring 100ft by 62ft were situated amidships. The lounges
boasted open fire grates and for those with children nursery care
was provided, the refrigeration equipment, which had been an
experiment onboard Umbria was fitted as standard, and Marconi
instigated trials with their ship-to-ship system of telegraphy. The
ships capacity was to be 600 1st class, 400 2nd and 1,000 3rd and
the crew included 159 stewards, 61 sailors and an unprecedented
195 engineers and engineroom ratings In 'The Times' of the 17th of
April the reporter enthused as to her splendour and proportions
declaring "Some idea of her magnitude may be gained from the
fact that her two enormous funnels, through which a mail coach
could be driven as if through a tunnel, stand higher from the keel
than the Eddystone Lighthouse. The Saloon of the vessel is a large
compartment capable of seating at dinner 430 people, 600 First
Class passengers could be carried and rooms could be had en suite
with brass bedsteads, the adjoining chamber being provided with a
writing table, sofa and easy chair".
After the Great Eastern they were the largest merchant ships afloat
and held onto the mythical Blue Riband for the next four years until
the arrival of the German Liner, Kaiser Wilhelm de Grosse.
Designed to Admiralty specifications as armed merchant-cruisers
they were extremely fast and comfortable and had undergone
various modifications at the time to reduce vibration. The ships
were to prove extremely popular, especially with the Americans,
so much so that one wealthy widow left her entire fortune to the
officers of Lucania in appreciation of the happy days she had
experienced whilst travelling.

CAMPANIA
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Built: 1893 by Fairfield Shipbuilding Co, Glasgow.
Tonnage: 12,950 grt, 4,974 nt.
Engines: Twin sc rew, triple expansion, 2 x 5 c ylinder, 30,000 IHP, 22 Kts by builder.
Passengers: 600 1st Class, 400 2nd Class, 1,000 3rd Class and 400 Crew.

She was laid down on the 8th of September 1892 and made her
maiden voyage Liverpool to New York on the 22nd of April 1893,
she became the Riband holder on her second voyage and made the
fastest crossing of her career in August of 1894 at an average
speed of 21.59 knots, five days, nine hours and twenty one
minutes. In 1900 she rammed and sank a sailing ship when in St
Georges Channel, the crew of the smaller ship were all drowned.
During a storm five of her passengers were swept overboard in
1905 and a further thirty were injured. By April of 1914 she had
made 250 round voyages and when at the end of her useful Cunard
life was chartered to Anchor Line for whom she subsequently made
five round trips. She was sold for breaking on the 15th of October
but was reprieved and purchased by the Admiralty for use as a
seaplane carrier. During the War she carried both Short and
Sopwith seaplanes and due to failing to receive an Admiralty signal
arrived at the Battle of Jutland just in time to have her escort of
destroyers removed and was ordered to return to Scapa without
ever taking part in the final naval battle of the war. Campania
broke from her moorings when in the Firth of Forth and collided
with the battle cruiser Revenge on the 5th of November 1918, she
later sank due to damage sustained, fortunately without loss of
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later sank due to damage
sustained, fortunately without loss of

life.

CAMPANIA SINKING

LUCANIA
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Built: 1893 by Fairfield Shipbuilding Co Glasgow.
Tonnage: 12,952 grt, 4,975 nt.
Engines: Twin sc rew, triple expansion 2 x 5 c ylinder, 30,000 IHP, 22 Kts by builder.
Passengers: 600 1st Class, 400 2nd Class, 1,000 3rd Class and 400 Crew.

Lucania made her maiden voyage, Liverpool to New York on the
2nd of September 1893, and in the October captured the Riband
from her sister, her speed averaged 21.75 knots. In the October of
1903 she became the first Cunarder to issue the 'Cunard Bulletin'
made up of news gleaned from the ships radio. She burnt out in
Huskisson Dock, Liverpool on the 14th of August 1909 and was sold
for breaking to Thos. Ward of Swansea after being deemed a total
write off, nevertheless she arrived under her own steam.
In 1895 the company introduced their first twin screw ships on its
Boston service, Carinthia and Sylvania, as well as passenger
accommodation and cargo capacity both had the added facility to
carry cattle. Before the decades end Pavia, Tyria, Cypria, Ultonia,
and Veria had all entered service, in the main employed on the
company's Mediterranean service.
Without doubt the introduction of Norddeutchscher-Lloyd's 14,350
ton Kaiser Wilhelm Der Grosse on the 19th of September 1897
created the biggest impression on the Atlantic, she was certainly
the ship of the year, if not decade. She was built in Stettin at the
Vulkan Shipyard in secrecy and besides being the largest ship in
the world was the first fitted with four funnels, these being grouped
into two distinct pairs.
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KAISER WILHELM DER GROSSE.

Within in a year not only had she wrested the coveted Blue Riband
from Cunard but also her company had surpassed Cunard in their
transatlantic passengers carried acquiring twenty four per cent of
the business. Jointly Norddeutscher-Lloyd and Albert Ballin's
Hamburg-American were to hold the fastest Atlantic crossing times
for the following ten years. Neither Cunard or White Star were in
any position to respond so both company's decided to concentrate
on comfort as opposed to speed and in this they both succeeded
admirably. As the century came to a close Cunard had only eight
ships on the Atlantic, the rest having being requisitioned by the
Government for service in South Africa, Cunard therefore added
Ultonia, Ivernia and Saxonia to its fleet by way of replacement.
Over the last sixty or so years of steamships plying their trade
across the great divide the migration of Europeans had never fallen
below three hundred thousand a year and as the new century
beckoned it was set to spiral back up to the million mark once
again.

IVERNIA
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Built: 1900 by C.S. Swan & Hunter, Newc astle.
Tonnage: 14,067 grt, 9,058 nt.
Engines: Twin screw, 2 x 4 Quadruple expansion, 1,668 NHP, 16 Kts by Wallsend Slipway,
Newc astle.
Passengers: 164 1st Class, 200 2nd Class, 1,600 3rd Class.

A notable identification feature was the sheer height of Ivernia and
her sister Saxonia's funnels, they measured 106ft from boat deck
to the rim of the cowl. Ivernia made her maiden voyage from
Liverpool to New York on the 14th of April 1900 though her normal
service took in both Cobh and Boston. On the 24th of May 1911 she
was withdrawn from service after hitting Daunts Rock, Queenstown
and remained as such for the next five months. On her return in
the November after accommodation changes, which altered her
capacity to 485 Cabin Class and 978 3rd Class she commenced on
the New York-Mediterranean service, and in March of the following
year her route extended to include Fiume, Trieste, Messina,
Palermo, Naples and Funchal. She was requisitioned in 1914 as a
troop transport and sailed as such until torpedoed by UB-47 on
New Years day 1917 when en-route to Alexandria when carrying
2,800 troops off Cape Matapan, Italy. Eighty seven troops and
thirty six crew perished, the U-Boat captain had previously sunk
the French battleship Gaulois four days earlier.

SAXONIA.
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Built: 1900 by John Brown & Co, Glasgow.
Tonnage: 14,281 grt, 9,100 nt.
Engines: Twin sc rew, 2 x 4 Quadruple expansion, 1,700 NHP, 16 Kts by builder.
Passengers: 164 1st Class, 200 2nd Class, 1,600 3rd Class.

Possibly the first ship built at the yard of John Brown's for Cunard
she made her maiden voyage Liverpool to New York via Cobh on
the 22nd of May 1900. From 1909 she augmented on the New York
Mediterranean service during the winter and in 1912 joined her
sister Ivernia on the Fiume, Italy-New York service. Requisitioned
in 1914 as a troop transport and later used as a German Prisoner
of War accommodation ship. Reverted on the 1st of May 1915 to
her civilian role but later withdrawn and it wasn't until 1919 that
she resumed on the New York service. After extensive
refurbishment, which included a six feet reduction in the height of
her funnel, she was placed on the London-New York route on the
14th of May 1919. On the 12th of April the following year she was
transferred to the company's Hamburg-New York service and was
finally scrapped in Holland in March of 1925.
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finally scrapped in Holland in March of 1925.
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