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SURNAMES LISTED IN THIS VOLUME 
 

Adamson; Affleck; Aitken; Alexander; Allan; Alston; Anderson; Angus; Archibald. 
 

Baillie; Ballantyne; Barclay; Barr; Barrie; Bell; Bertram; Black; Blackwood; Blakely; Boak; 
  Bone; Braidwood; Brown; Brownlee; Bryce; Buchanan; Bulloch.  
 

Callan; Campbell; Carmichael; Carrick; Chalmers; Clark; Cochran; Core; Crawford; Crichton; 
  Cunningham; Currie; Cuthbertson. 
 

Dalgardner; Dargie; Darling; Davidson; Dempster; Dickson; Dobbie; Donaldson; Dunipace. 
 

Elder; Ewart. 
 

Findlay; Finlayson; Fisher; Fleming; Fordyce; Forrest; Frame; Fraser; French. 
 

Galloway; Gibson; Gilbert; Gilchrist; Girdwood; Glasgow; Glenholm; Graham; Grant; Gray; 
  Green; Greenshields. 
 

Haddow; Hamilton; Hardie; Harper; Henderson; Hislop; Hoggan; Hope; How; Howieson; 
  Hunter; Hutchison. 
 

Inglis; Irvine. 
 

Jack; Jackson; Jamieson; Johnston; Johnstone. 
 

Kay; Keddar; Kerr. 
 

Laing; Lamb; Lang; Laurie; Lawrie; Lawson; Leiper; Levingston; Lightbody; Lindsay; Lithgow; 
  Little; Liverance; Livingston; Lockhart; Lockie; Lorimer; Lowrie; Lowrie. 
 

Macgregor; Maclean; Marshall; Martin; McMahon; McMorran; McNay; McQuarrie; McQuid; 
  Menzies; Minto; Mitchell; Moffat; Muir; Muirhead; Murray. 
 

Nelson; Newbigging; Newlands; Nicol; Nimmo; Noble. 
 

Orr. 
 

Padzen; Paterson; Plenderleith; Porteous; Prentice; Pringle; Purdie. 
 

Ramsay; Reid; Ritchie; Robertson; Robison; Ross; Russell. 
 

Saddler; Sandilands; Scott; Scoular; Sibbald; Simpson; Sinclair; Slimman; Smillie; Smith; 
  Somerville; Spence; Steele; Stevenson; Stewart; Stodart; Storie. 
 

Taverner; Taylor; Telfer; Templeton; Tennant; Tervit; Thomson; Thorburn; Tod; Toward; 
  Turner; Twaddle; Tweddale; Tweedie; Tweddle. 
 

Vassie; Veitch. 
 

Watson; Watt; Waugh; Weir; Wharrie; White; Williamson; Wilson; Wood; Wyld. 
Young.  
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“Last of the Summer Wine” 

Thankerton residents - Dick Grant, Mr Stewart, George McMahon, Will Crawford 

 

 
Miss Agnes (Nancy) McQuid (later Mrs Murray) – see Roll of Honour (page 10) 
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                             LAND GIRLS           Certificate of thanks from the Queen Mother 
 Nan Bone & Mary Edge at Perryflats Tomato Houses     sent to Nan Bone  

 
 

 

 
Thornlea, Boat Road, Thankerton 
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Nurse Wilson (5th from left) is pictured outside her house with some ‘locals’. 

 
 
1922 – The Carmichael Anstruther District Nursing Association was formed to “provide 
skilled nursing for persons in their own homes without distinction of creed.” To achieve 
this aim subscriptions and donations were sought from local people within the three 
parishes of Covington & Thankerton, Carmichael and Pettinain, fund raising activities 
were commenced and a sizeable area of land in Thankerton was feud from Carmichael 
Estate for a minimal feu of one shilling per year. A house was then built on part of this 
land at a cost of £600 funded by a £500 mortgage loan from the County Council of 
Lanark. The feu charter was granted to “The Honourable Sylvia Hanbury Tracy, 
Honorary President, David Inglis, Honorary Secretary, both of the Carmichael Anstruther 
Nursing Association and L. A. Morrison, factor, on the Carmichael and Mauldslie Estates 
and to their successors in the said offices. 
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Roll of Honour 
 

Covington & Thankerton Parish Church 
 
In response to their Country’s call in time of danger the undernoted 

loyally took up arms in the Great War commencing 1914. 
 
* Private Henry Dargie 1st Batt Scots Guards 
* Lieut James M. Brown 3rd Rifle Brigade 
 Trooper Thomas Plenderleith Lanarkshire Yeomanry 
 Sergeant William W. 

Plenderleith 
Lanarkshire Yeomanry 

 Pte Robert Greenshields 2 / 4 Royal Hussars 
 Pioneer William C. M Dickson Royal Engineers 
 Pte Robert Wilson 3rd Royal Scots 
 Pte Robert Fleming  Royal Highlanders  
 Pte James Elder Canadian Grenadier Guards 
 Pnr Archibald MacLean Royal Engineers 
 Pte Andrew MacLean Royal Field Artillery 
 Pte Isaac McMillan 13th Royal Scots 
 Signaller David Newlands R. N. Volunteer Reserve 
 Pte Robert McQuid R. N. Volunteer Reserve 
 Pte John Proudfoot 1 / 4 Royal Scots Fusiliers 
 Pte Joseph Johnstone Royal Air Force 
 Pte William D. Inglis 59th Siege Battery R.G.A. 
 Pte James Watson Machine Gun Corps 
 Pte James Tervit 7th Argyll & Sutherland 

Highlanders 
 Pte George Bell A.S.M (M.T.) 
 Prn Robert Proudfoot Royal Engineers 
 Pte William McMillan 520th Siege Battery R.G.A. 
 Pte Alexander Dargie 13th Coldstream Guards 
 Evelyn May Dickson Q.M.A.A.C. 
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* Tpr William G. Marshall Household Battalion 
* Pte Patrick Tweedie 1st Cameron Highlanders 
 Pte John Greenshields 25th Batt Australian Imperial 

Force 
 Pte William Greenshields 51st Divisional Training 
 Pte John G. Proudfoot 1 / 8 Royal Scots 
 Sapper Alexander Dalziel Royal Engineers 
 Pte Alexander Elder 16th Highland Light Infantry 
 Pte John Elder 1st Highland Light Infantry 
 Tpr Angus MacLean 1st Mounted Canadian Rifles 
 Tpr Peter McMillan 17th Lancers 
 Pte William R. Jackson Engine-room Artificer R.N. 
 Pte Thomas Hutchison Army Service Corps (M.T.) 
 Pte Douglas Hope Royal Scots Fusiliers 
 Tpr John Hardie 7th Dragoon Guards 
 Sergt James Plenderleith Royal Air Force 
 Pte Archibald Steele 4th Scottish Rifles 
 Pnr John Tervit Royal Engineers 
 L-Cpl David Dargie Royal Army Service Corps (H.T.) 
 Pte William Geddes, M.M. Stretcher Bearer 16th H.L.I. 
 Pte David Greenshields 11th Scottish Rifles 
 Pte David Baird 1st Div Canadian Field Artillery 
 Spr James Reid 7th Batt Canadian Engineers 
* Pte James Miller Engineer Artificer R.N.V.R. 
 
* Killed in Action 
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Parish of Covington & Thankerton 

 
Roll of Honour 

World War 1939-1945 
 
Alexander, David B. (R.A.F.) McMahon, George (Army) 
Angus, John S. (Army) McMahon, Miss Lucy 
Blacklaw, Charles McMahon, Miss Mary (A.T.S.) 
Bone, Miss Mary McMahon, Maurice (Army) 
Brace, Herbert (Army) McNee, J. 
Brown, Miss Catherine McQuid, Miss Agnes S. (A.T.S.) 
Brown, Miss J. C. McQuid, James (Army) 
Crawford, David (Army) McQuid, Robert (Royal Marines) 
Edge, Charles (Observer Corps) Newlands, Charles (R.A.F.) 
Forrest, James Ogilvie, Rev Millar 
Gass, G. Paterson, H. 
Gass, H.W. Russell, Jack (Army) 
Grant, Alexander (Army) *Scott, Thomas 
Grant, David (Army) Simon, Miss Barbara (W.A.A.F.)  
Greenshields, David (Army) Simon, C. 
Greenshields, Miss Elsie (Nurse) Simon, Douglas (Army) 
Haliburton, Miss Elizabeth 
(A.T.S.) 

Simon, Miss M.A.B. 

Hutchison, Thomas (Army) Simon, Miss M. 
Lyon, A. Smellie, Miss Janat (W.A.A.F.) 
Morrison, Miss C. Watson, S. Eric (Army) 
Morrison, N. Williamson, Adam (Army) 
Murray, Miss A. Williamson, Miss Jemima 

(Nurse) 
McIntosh, John (Army) Wilson, Robert (R.A.F.) 
McIntosh, J.Thomas *Yuill, Hugh 
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CHAPTER TWELVE 
 

THE COVENANTERS 
By 

WILLIAM A. FLEMING 
 

Covington Mill and the Covenanters 
 
For centuries, generations of a family by the name of Fisher lived in Covington Mill 
where they were both farmers and millers. From their surname we can assume that their 
early ancestors had been fishermen. The use of surnames in Scotland only started in the 
11th century having been introduced to England the previous century from France. The 
name was frequently recorded in ancient documents in the Upper Ward of Lanarkshire, - 
Andrew Fisher (Andro Fischar) was a burgess in Lanark in 1488. The Fishers were 
tenants in the Mill from before the introduction of the Old Parish Registers which date 
from the 1600s. Their simplistic lifestyle of working the land and grinding the grain in 
good years and bad was in contrast to that of their superiors, the Lindsays of Covington 
who in past times were more notorious for their law breaking activities and their great 
feuds with the Somervilles of Carnwath, many resulting in murders. 
 
The Mill at Covington was on the Glade Burn which rises near the summit of Tinto 
passing through Eastend and being joined by the Cleugh Burn at Warrenhill before 
flowing on to join the Clyde just north of Boat Bridge. Not much more than a stone throw 
upstream from Covington Mill was Thankerton Mill where the Galloway family had been 
millers for possibly even longer than the Fishers had been at Covington. 
 
Mills were very often the centre for social activities in the parish. At Thankerton, before 
the Hall was built in 1911, dances were held in a building at Thankerton Mill where 
young and old from the parish would revel well into the night. Those social evenings also 
attracted a few young men and ladies from neighbouring parishes. The route from 
Carnwath was by crossing the Clyde at the Brown Ford between Libberton and Hillhead. 
Most revellers walked to Thankerton Mill, but a few from further afield came by pony 
and trap. No doubt many of the ponies would know there own road home especially as 
some of their masters might not be in the soberest of states for the return journey. 
 
But back to Covington Mill and Andrew Fisher who was the miller there during the latter 
half of the 17th century. Religion played a very important part in the lives of the people 
and the Fishers were no exception. During the 1600s there was great religious turmoil 
amongst the population of Scotland. Andrew was a great friend of James Thomson of 
Muirhouse, a farm just over a mile away from the Mill. James Thomson was a strong and 
well known Covenanter*.  
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* In 1560 Protestantism was adopted by the Scottish Parliament. Its keynote was simplicity with a return to 
the ways of the early Christian church. This was achieved despite the fact that Mary of Guise, the widow of 
James V, upheld the ‘Auld Alliance’ with France which still adhered to the Roman Catholic faith. In 1547, 
the French fleet had attacked St Andrews and took John Knox, a preacher of reformation doctrines, as 
prisoner and kept him for nineteen months as a galley-slave. As a result, the Protestant forces turned to the 
‘Auld enemy’ England, mainly because England under Henry VIII had broken with the Pope. 
 
The Stuart Kings harboured the belief of the Divine Right of the Monarch. Not only did they believe that 
God wished them to be the infallible rulers of their kingdom – they also believed that they were the spiritual 
heads of the Church of Scotland. This latter belief could not be accepted by the majority of the Scottish 
population, although it did gain limited acceptance in parts of the Highlands. 
 
This was the nub of the entire Covenant struggle. The Scots were, and would have been, loyal to the Stuart 
dynasty but for that one sticking point. The Covenanters were those people in Scotland who signed the 
National Covenant in 1638 to confirm their opposition to the interference by the Stuart kings in the affairs 
of the Presbyterian Church of Scotland. 
 
There followed a period of very severe repression. Ministers with Covenanting sympathies were ousted 
from their churches by the authorities, and had to leave their parishes. Many continued to preach at 
“conventicles” in the open air or in barns. This became an offence punishable by death. Citizens who did 
not attend their churches could be heavily fined and questioned, and failure to take an oath declaring 
loyalty to the king and accept him as head of the church could result in summary execution. 
 
In 1678 the Government raised an army of 6,000 Highlanders, who had no love for the Presbyterian 
lowlanders. This army swept through the west and south of Scotland, looting and plundering in addition to 
hunting down the Covenanters. On Sunday, 1st June 1679, the authorities, under the leadership of John 
Graham of Claverhouse, attacked a large Conventicle being held at Drumclog. Many worshippers had 
come armed and they resisted to such an extent that they routed Claverhouse and his dragoons. The 
euphoria following this victory was soon dissipated, for the authorities, alarmed at this open resistance, 
brought in a large Royalist army, which met a largish Covenanter force at Bothwell Brig, exactly three 
weeks later. Here the Covenanters were routed and many were killed on the field of battle and in the 
ensuing flight from it. 
 

 
Donald Cargill 
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Donald Cargill (born 1620) was one of the leaders of the Covenanters who had been 
ousted from his charge as minister of the Barony Church in Glasgow. He was a son of 
Laurence Cargill, a notary and gentleman of Rattray in Perthshire.  
 
Donald spent several years as a wandering field preacher and in 1679 was wounded at 
Bothwell Bridge. On 11th July 1681, he preached on Dunsyre Common and through 
James Thomson had arranged to stay at Covington Mill that evening.  
 
A reward of 5000 merks had been offered for the capture of Cargill. The notorious Irvine 
of Bonshaw had been alerted about the Dunsyre conventicle and set off in search of 
Cargill. On the next morning, his first point of call was to St John’s Kirk which was 
thoroughly searched before they moved on to James Thomson’s house at Muirhouse. 
Finding nobody at either place they then rode to Covington Mill, the home of the miller 
Andrew Fisher and his spouse Elizabeth Lindsay. There they found and apprehended 
Donald Cargill and his two companions Walter Smith and James Boig. For fear of rescue, 
their captors and his troop, hurried them away through Lanark, Glasgow and on to 
Edinburgh. In Lanark, the three were tied fast on bareback horses. Bonshaw himself tied 
Cargill’s feet very hard below the horse’s belly. The Covenanter looked down at him and 
asked, “Why do you tie me so hard” Then he sadly added, “Your wickedness is great. 
You will not long escape the just judgment of God; and if I am not mistaken, it will seize 
upon you in this place.” It did! Next year he got his reward. Coming to Lanark, Irvine of 
Bonshaw and one of his cursed comrades fell a fighting, and in the fight Bonshaw was 
thrust through and died of his wounds.  
 
Cargill and his companions were taken to Edinburgh where Cargill was executed on 27th 
July 1681. After  the  execution his  head  was  hacked  off  and  suspended above  the  
Netherbow  Gate  alongside  that  of  his  great  friend  Richard  Cameron. A monument 
erected in memory of Donald Cargill stands near Covington Mill where the covenanter 
was captured. 
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Sir Wyndham Robert Carmichael Anstruther, (1877 – 1903). In 1901, he married Sylvia, 
daughter of Sir F. M. Darley. Sir Wyndham died in 1903, leaving his eighteen month old son as 
successor. Two years after his death, Sylvia remarried, this time to Brevet Major, the Honourable 
Algernon Henry Charles Hanbury Tracy, C.M.S., a member of the Royal Horse Guards, and the 
second son of Lord Sudenlay. They set up home in London, but once again her marriage was 
short lived when her husband died suddenly. She then returned to Carmichael (she was now 
known as Mrs Hanbury Tracy) and lived with her son in Carmichael House, and did much work 
to benefit the parishioners and others. 

The Carmichael Anstruthers were lairds of most of the lands around Thankerton from the 
18th century. 
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CHAPTER THIRTEEN 
 

SURNAMES OF THE PARISH 
By 

WILLIAM A. FLEMING 
 

The use of surnames in Scotland only began around the eleventh century. It is thought 
that they originated in France, and were brought to Britain from Normandy later that 
century. Early surnames generally referred to the place that a person came from (e.g. 
Robert de Brus, the ancestor of Robert the Bruce). In later years, surnames sometimes 
described the physical appearance or colour of hair of a person (e.g. Reid, meaning 
reddish). Even later, it was very often a person’s occupation that was used as a surname 
(e.g. Smith).  
 
A study of the surnames recorded in the parish from 1600 to 1950 would suggest that the 
vast majority of inhabitants of Covington & Thankerton were descended in almost equal 
proportion from the Britons and the Anglo Normans, with surprisingly few from the 
Gaelic north. The population of this parish and the other Upper Ward parishes was more 
akin to that of the Borders, particularly Peeblesshire, Dumfriesshire and Berwickshire. 
Being very much a rural parish, Covington attracted incomers from other rural areas and 
less so from the industrialised regions in the north of the county and around Glasgow. In 
later years, the arrival of the Caledonian Railway through the parish brought an influx of 
people from other areas, not only because new jobs were created by the railway but also 
because links to Glasgow and Edinburgh had been opened up.  
 
ALPHABETICAL LIST OF SURNAMES 
 
Origins and earliest records of the surnames in Scotland are given in order to highlight 
the fact that the families of Covington, like all other parishes in the land, comprised of 
folks whose ancestry was widespread. The information gathered was sourced from 
various works, but mainly from George F. Black’s “Surnames of Scotland” and Donald 
Whyte’s “Scottish Surnames”. Only the commonest and more interesting surnames in the 
parish have been included.  
 
ADAMSON – (Adamsoun). The name simply means ‘the son of Adam’ and was first 
recorded in Scotland in 1261. It was commonest on the east coast from Berwick to 
Angus. Earliest mention of the name in Covington was about 1626. 
 
The name was first recorded in the parish when John Adamson in Dykehead of Cumberland died in 1622.  
Margaret Adamsoun, the spouse of Thomas Wilsoun in Nether Warrenhill, died about 1626.  

 
John Slimman and his spouse Margaret Adamson had a son John born in Warrenhill in 1670. Towards the 
end of that century, William Adamson (spouse Janet Anderson) and John Adamson both had children 
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baptised in the parish. Agnes Adamson (d.1686) was the spouse of William Scott in Thankerton. They had 
a daughter Janet born in 1683. 
 
Daniel Adamson (c1692-1756) and his spouse Janet Tweddale (c1689-1760) had a daughter Catherine 
(b.1727) and a son John (b.1729) born in Wellbrae. Catherine married Adam Forrest in 1758.  

 
AFFLECK – There have been numerous mentions of the surname in the Lanark area 
since 1263. The origin of the name appears to have come from the barony of Auchinleck 
in Ayrshire. 
 
William Affleck and his spouse Grizel Currie had children born in Langlands late in the 18th century. In 
1816, their son William (b.1789) married Agnes Aitken (b.c1785), a daughter of Robert Aitken and 
Christian Smith in Carmichael. William was an agricultural labourer in Braeside, Eastend and Burnbrae 
before being recorded as a weaver in Thankerton in 1851 (census). Their son William (b.1821 in 
Braeside) married Helen Wilson in 1849. William and his brother James (b.1825 in Braeside) were both in 
Langlands when their sons William (b.1850) and David (c1850-1852) were born. Their sister Elizabeth 
(b.1827 in Eastend) married David Lawson. 
 
John Affleck (b.c1836 in Carnwath) was a farm servant living in Heatheryhall Cottage in 1881 (census). 

 
AITKEN – There are many theories to the derivation of this name, which has been in 
Covington from at least the seventeenth century. Perhaps the most likely is that it 
originally meant the son of Adam, as in Adkin, which was in time softened to Atkin to its 
present form of Aitken. 
 
Bessie Aitken, the spouse of James Lawson, died in Covington in 1621. Margaret Aitken died in 
Thankerton in 1661. Margaret Aitken (c1688-1759) lived at Hillhead. James Aitken and his spouse Jean 
Russell had a daughter Catherine born in 1692. John Aitken had sons Robert and George born in 1692 and 
1696.  
 
William Aitken had a daughter Janet born in 1715 and may have been the same William (or his father) who 
married Isobel Somerville (d.1766) who was later recorded in the parish of Pettinain. Hugh Aitken married 
Marion Kay before 1725 and Alexander Aitken married Elizabeth Aitcheson before 1727. 
 
David Aitken (c1706-1755) was a weaver in Covington Mains and later in Burnbrae. He married Isobel 
Young (c1703-1755). Two of their daughters, Margaret (b.1734) and Rachel (b.1737) married Archibald 
Martin and John Gilchrist respectively. A John Aitken in Thankerton Boat married Margaret Paterson 
(d.1761). 
 
Mungo Aitken (c1749-1816) was a smith and farrier in Hillhead. He was almost certainly the son of John 
Aitken in Drumalbin. In 1774 he married Margaret Barclay (c1755-1827) and they had five sons and four 
daughters. In 1800 their eldest daughter Margaret (b.1777) married another Mungo Aitken from Carluke. 
Their second son David (1782-1851) was also a blacksmith in Hillhead and later in Northflat. He married 
(1) Margaret Prentice (c1784-1837) in 1807 and (2) Euphemia French (c1813-1889) in 1848. Euphemia 
was the elder daughter of William French and Euphemia Pringle in Leggatfoot. William who died in 1851 
was recorded as a farmer of 50 acres in Northflat at the time of his death. 
 
Robert Aitken (c1764-1843) was a weaver in Dubb and later in Covington Newtown. In 1784, he married 
Christian Smith (1761-1836) and they were in Crookboat when their eldest daughter Agnes was born. 
Agnes (b.c1785) married William Affleck. Another daughter Elizabeth (b.1792) married (1) David Ramsay 
and (2) James Ramsay. 
 
Thomas Aitken (b.c1817 in Lanark) was a railway platelayer in Wellbrae in 1861 (census).  
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ALEXANDER – An old Scottish name with a Greek derivation, found mainly in Central 
Scotland. The name was introduced to Scotland by Queen Margaret, wife of Malcolm 
Canmore, from the Hungarian Court where she was brought up. Her third son was the 
first of three Alexanders to be kings of Scotland. 
 
In 1697 Margaret Alexander married John Carmichael. Jean Alexander (c1766-1821) married (second 
wife) Alexander Smith (c1774-1810) after 1800. Alexander was a weaver in Thankerton. Dundass 
Alexander (b.c1810 in Lanark) was a serving stone mason living at Low Warrenhill in 1871 (census). 
 
David Alexander was proprietor of the shop in Thankerton that was previously run by Thomas Hutchison. 
The shop was also the village Post Office. 

 
ALLAN – (Aillin, Alline). The earliest record of the name was Alan, King of Brittany in 
683. Alain Fergant, one of the leading Bretons, came to Britain in 1066 with William the 
Conqueror. There are also Gaelic and Old English versions of the name. 
 
Michael Core and his spouse Janet Allan had a son William born in 1670. Janet was a daughter of an Allan 
family in Carmichael, possibly in Lochlyoch. Robert Brown and his spouse Marion Allan had a daughter 
Catherine born in 1692. George Allan was married in Covington in 1703. 
 
Robert Brown (1714-1756), a tenant in Thankerton, married Agnes Allan about 1753. David Barclay 
(d.1763), a tenant in Hillhead, married Margaret Allan (d.1801) before 1756. William Allan died in 
Hillhead in 1780. John Scoular (1766-1831) married Margaret Allan in 1792. They had two sons and five 
daughters and lived in Braeside from about 1796 until 1816 when John moved to Millmoor.   

 
ALSTON – (Alstoun). Almost certainly derived from the place of that name in 
Cumberland and first recorded in Lanarkshire in the 17th century. 
 
Robert Alston (b.c1644), in Thankerton, married Margaret Galloway (b.c1648 in Thankerton) before 
1669. John Alston and his spouse Marion Frood had a son James born in Thankerton in 1685.   
 
William Alston married a Lindsay daughter in 1695. Archibald Alston and his spouse Christian Scott had 
children born in Thankerton between 1696 and 1709. Helen Alston married Robert Laurie in 1702.  
 
John Alston was a tenant and a constable (1707) in Thankerton. He married Marion Hunter before 1707 
and they had two sons and four daughters. Their elder son James (b.1707), also a tenant in the village, 
married Marion Barrie before 1735. John Alston in Symington married Jean Jamieson from Covington in 
1795. 

 
ANDERSON – Derived from the ‘son of Andrew’. The Lowland form of the name, apart 
from the literal meaning, also meant ‘the servant of St Andrew’. In the Highlands the 
name is rendered as MacAndrew or McAndrew. The name is widespread in Scotland and 
was recorded in 1296 in Peebles and Dumfries.  
 
The earliest mention of the name in the parish was about 1680 when Janet and Marion Anderson married 
William Adamson and John Slimman. William Anderson had a son George born in 1696 and Robert 
Anderson had a daughter born in that same year.  
 
William Anderson in Holl of Warrenhill and his spouse Catherine Henderson had six daughters born there 
between 1720 and 1734. Daughters from Anderson families in the parish married into the families of Scott, 
Somerville and Fisher  in the mid 18th century. 
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Thomas Anderson (c1747-1832) married Elizabeth Purdie (c1747-1816). They had six sons and five 
daughters born between 1770 and 1791. Three daughters, Agnes (b.1772), Mary (b.1786) and Elizabeth 
(b.1788) married Philip Stodart, William Donaldson and James Galloway. Their fourth son Thomas (1782-
1867) was a tailor in Thankerton. He married Barbara Barclay (c1789-1824) before 1811. Their eldest 
daughter Marion (b.1811) married John Currie. The two eldest sons John (1814-1889) and George (b.1820) 
were weavers in Thankerton. John later moved to Quothquan. 
 
In 1778 James Anderson married Jean Barclay. In 1789 William Anderson married Janet Braidwood. In 
1821 Thomas Anderson married Marion Aitken. In the mid 19th century, daughters of Anderson families 
married into Scott, Lindsay and Galloway families. 
 
Robert Anderson (c1836-1899) was a master blacksmith in Covington Newtown. He married Helen 
Henderson (c1841-1907). Their unmarried son George (1865-1922) was also a blacksmith in Covington.  
 
Robert (Bob) Anderson, a roads foreman, and his wife Mary lived in Thankerton Toll House.  Mary is 
pictured in the WRI 30th Birthday Party photo (1948) in Volume 1. 

 

 
Bob Anderson from the Toll as a ‘moudie man’ (mole catcher) 

 
ANGUS – There are two derivatives of the name. The first was from Angus, one of the 
three sons of Eochaidh, who took possession of Islay and Jura. In those islands the name 
became a favourite personal name especially with the Macdonalds and the Macinneses. 
The second version was derived from the district of that name. The surname Angus has 
invariably come from the second derivative which had numerous mentions in the 13th 
century, - Serlo de Anegus, William de Anegus and Edward de Anegous. Two centuries 
later, David Angus witnessed a charter by Archibald, the earl of Douglas in 1470. 
 
John Angus (c1880-1966) came to Thankerton from Tillicoultry. He married Grace Robb Stevenson 
(c1881-1928), the daughter of John Stevenson and Helen Wilson in Townhead Croft. He was a stonemason 
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with a local builder before he started his own builders business in the village. His five sons Jack, David, 
Douglas, Jim and Bill all joined him in the business known as John Angus & Sons. In time, Bill moved on 
to become a farmer at Hardington Mains. The building business began with the construction of houses and 
bridges, but later also included many farm buildings in the locality. 

 

 
John and Grace Angus & their children 

Back Row: Douglas; Nellie; David 
Front Row: Jim; Grace (mother); Bill; Jean; Jack; John (father) 

 
 
ANSTRUTHER – A territorial name from the place of that name in Fife. The Anstruther 
arms indicate Flemish origin, but they are said to have belonged to the Norman family of 
Malherbe, who held Candel in Dorset. William de Candela held the old barony of 
Anstruther before 1153. After the Carmichaels of Hyndford line of Lairds came to an end 
in 1817, the heir was Sir John Wyndham Anstruther, a great grandson of Margaret 
Carmichael (daughter of James, second Earl of Hyndford) who had married John 
Anstruther in 1717. The Earls of Hyndford held most of the land of the ancient parish of 
Thankerton from the 18th century although they had been in Meadowflat long before that 
time. 
 
Between the years of 1817 and 1980, there were seven Lairds with the name of Anstruther. Sir Wyndham 
Anstruther, the third of the Anstruther lairds, was the first to add Carmichael to his name.  Sir Wyndham 
Eric Francis Carmichael Anstruther died without issue in 1980, and was the last of the line (see chapter 11 - 
‘The Lairds of Carmichael’). The Anstruthers 
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Sir Wyndham Anstruther (Eric) and friends standing behind his wife's Goggomobile circa 1957 at 
Westmains, Carmichael 

 
ARCHIBALD – A surname derived from the personal name Archibald, meaning “right 
bold”. In Old English the spelling was Arcebald, Arcenbald or Ercenbald. The name has 
been mentioned in Scotland since the reign of William the Lion. 
 
Hew Archibald was in Meadowflat when his spouse Janet Carmichael died in 1622. Grizel Archibald 
married William Fisher in 1786. James Archibald was in Thankerton when his spouse Margaret Steel died 
in 1824. 
 
Adam Henderson (1767-1848), an agricultural labourer, married Mary Archibald (c1776-1842) before 
1799. They had children born in Thankerton until 1817. Their son Adam (1809-1890), a weaver and later 
a farmer in Thankerton, married Hannah Smith (c1817-1899) in 1837.  

 
BAILLIE – A name long associated with Lanarkshire, and derived from the Old French 
‘bailli’ meaning the bailie or bailiff. The first mention in 1311 was of William de Bailli, 
the ancestor of the Baillies of Lamington, one of two well known families in the area, the 
other at Jerviswood. 
 
The Baillie family were proprietors in St John’s Kirk from the 16th century and probably earlier. Thomas 
Baillie in St John’s Kirk died in 1598. Matthew Baillie was a son of Thomas and Robert Baillie (d.1665), a 
merchant and burgess in Edinburgh, was a son of Matthew. Robert’s son Christopher married Lilias 
Murray. John Baillie (d.1715) was in St John’s Kirk in 1680 when his spouse Violet Riddell died. John 
was probably a grandson of Matthew. 
 
Alexander Baillie was in Thankerton when his spouse Janet Muir died in 1643. Janet Baillie (d.1664), the 
first wife of Thomas Carmichael in Eastend, would almost certainly have been from the St John’s Kirk 
family. 
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William Baillie (d.1812) and his spouse Margaret Steel (d.1799) lived in Burnbrae until 1769 and in 
Covington Mains thereafter. In 1799 their daughter Marion (b.1770) married James Henderson, an 
agricultural labourer in Hillhead. Alexander Baillie (d.1785) married Janet Aitken in 1872. John Baillie 
(d.1848) and his spouse Margaret Thomson had three sons and a daughter born in Braeside before 1848, 
when Margaret was widowed. In 1851, the second son Samuel (b.c1846) died by burning.  

 
BALLANTYNE – (Balantin, Balinton, Ballantine). A name in its own right, but very 
often confused with the name Bannatyne. Both spellings were often recorded within a 
family, and occasionally of the same individual. 
 
James Ballantyne and his spouse Janet Brown had children born in the parish in 1691 and 1695. John 
Ballantyne married Marion Aitken before 1721. James Ballantyne (d.1753) in Upper Warrenhill married 
Elizabeth Dickson in 1719. Robert Ballantyne in Upper Warrenhill in 1753 was their son. He married 
Elizabeth Russell and moved to Quothquan about 1760 where he was employed as a smith. John Ballantyne 
(b.1722), another son of James and Elizabeth, married Mary Whiteford before 1755.  
 
James Ballantyne (c1773-1845) and his spouse Margaret Cossar (c1771-1847) were in Meadowflat. Their 
son James (1799-1891) married Margaret Lindsay (c1796-1877) in 1826 and was a tailor in Sykehead and 
Meadowflat (1841 and 1851 census) and a farmer and tailor in Cloburn (1861, 1871, 1881 census) Before 
1891 James (who was then a widower) and his son George (1841-1924) moved to Thankerton Boat where 
George was the tenant farmer. He married Mary Kello Bell (c1843-1907) before 1867 and all their children 
were born before they were in the Boat farm. Two of their sons, James (1868-1930) and George (1870-
1913) farmed at the Boat. The son George, who had married Margaret Prentice Forrest (c1869-1945), died 
in 1913. George Senior and James, some time after 1913, moved to the farm of Coldchapel, Abington. 
 
Thomas Ballantyne (b.c1802 in Biggar) was an agricultural labourer in Sykehead and Upper Warrenhill. 
He married Elizabeth Russell (b.c1804 in Libberton). William Ballantyne was a coachman and gardener at 
the Manse in 1881 (census). 

 
BARCLAY – Of territorial origin from the town of Berkeley in Gloucestershire, the 
name coming to England with William the Conqueror. The name has been in Scotland 
from the 12th century. Robert de Berchelay held the high office of Chamberlain of 
Scotland in 1165. He was recorded in Lanark that same year and witnessed several 
charters of William the Lion. Alexander de Berkelai came to Scotland in the reign of 
David I. Some Barclays settled in Ayrshire and others possessed lands in Aberdeenshire 
and Banffshire. 
 
David Barclay (d.1763), a tenant in Hillhead, and his spouse Margaret Allan (d.1801) had two sons, 
William (b.1756) and John (1761-1785) and two daughters, Grizel (b.1758) and Mary (d.1762). John 
Barclay in Hillhead was almost certainly David’s brother. He married (1) Elizabeth Borrowman, with 
whom he had a son John (b.1769) and (2) Christian Roy, with whom he had a daughter Margaret (b.1773). 
Margaret Barclay and Jean Barclay, possibly sisters, married Mungo Aitken in 1774 and James Anderson 
in 1778. 
 
Barbara Barclay (c1789-1824) married Thomas Anderson (1782-1867), a tailor in Thankerton. John 
Barclay (b.c1842 in Canonbie) was a railway pointsman living in Hope Cottage in 1891 (census). 

 
BARR – A surname originating from places named Barr in Ayrshire and Renfrewshire 
and now a fairly common surname in Lanarkshire. It was particularly common in the 
Kilbarchan area of Renfrewshire. 
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William Barr and his spouse Margaret Johnstone had children born in Meadowflat in 1781 and 1784. Janet 
Baird Barr (c1910-1998) married James Forrest (c1909-1973). 
 
Andrew Clark Barr (c1898-1957) was the farmer in Heatheryhall from 1934. His wife was Bessie 
Hutchison (c1897-1989). He was succeeded in the farm by his only son Andrew (1925-2008).. 

 

 
John Grant (joiner), Rev Millar Ogilvy, Robert Pottie & Andrew Barr (Heatheryhall) 

 
BARRIE – (Barry). Of local origin from Angus.  
 
John Barrie and his spouse Margaret Gibson had children born in Northflat in 1723 and 1725. Between 
1730 and 1746, six daughters of Barrie families married into other prominent families in the parish, 
namely, Lindsay, Fisher, Alston, Lindsay, Vassie and Pringle. 
 
James Barrie, a tenant in Wellbrae, married Lilias Storie (b.c1721), the younger daughter of James Storie, 
the parish schoolmaster. They had three sons, John (b.1751), James (b.1753) and Alexander (b.1754). In 
1777, Mary Barrie married William Fisher, and about a similar time, Janet Barrie married Daniel Paterson.   

 
BELL – A surname widespread in the South of Scotland from the 13th century, 
particularly in Dumfriesshire where the leading family was the Bells of Blackethouse. 
 
Alexander Bell (d.1775) and his brother Thomas Bell (c1712-1775) were tenants in Northflat. Alexander 
married Elizabeth Carmichael and had two sons and three daughters born between 1731 and 1741. Thomas 
married Agnes Main (c1720-1804) and had eight sons and four daughters born between 1739 and 1762.  
 
William (1741-1807), the eldest son of Thomas and Agnes, married Rachel Muir (1758-1832), the fourth 
daughter of James Muir in Nether Warrenhill. William was the tenant farmer in Whitehall. James (b.1747), 
the third son, and John (1749-1839), the fourth son, farmed in Fallburn. Robert (1754-1844), the sixth son, 
farmed in Parkhall. He married Elizabeth Brownlee in 1813. Thomas (1756-1801), the seventh son, was 
with his brother in Whitehall, but died in 1801. 
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Thomas Bell (1789-1856), an unmarried son of William and Rachel in Whitehall, succeeded his uncles in 
Fallburn. James Bell (1791-1874), another son of William and Rachel, became the tenant farmer in 
Sherifflats. He married Margaret Linton (c1805-1875) before 1823. Their son William (c1826-1908) 
succeeded his father as tenant in Sherifflats. He married Margaret Smith (c1841-1915) and they had seven 
daughters and one son. Mary Bell (c1843-1907), youngest daughter of James and Margaret, married 
George Ballantyne (1841-1924) in Thankerton Boat. 
 
John Bell and his spouse Janet Wilson had children born in Hillhead in 1766 and 1767. John could have 
been the son John born in 1731 to Alexander Bell and Elizabeth Carmichael in Northflat.   

 
BERTRAM – The surname is derived from an Old English personal name Beorhtram 
and has been recorded in Scotland since the 13th century. The lands of Nisbet in the 
parish of Culter have belonged to the Bertram family since the 1400s. Alexander Bertram 
of Nisbet was called on 2nd November 1715 to assist his second cousin William Baillie of 
Lamington in the capture of a band of marauding Highlanders. 
 
David Bertram (c1740-1804) and his spouse Helen Inglis (c1742-1830) had children born in Braeside 
between 1769 and 1776. There is also evidence that David’s parents had also been in Braeside. David’s 
brother Robert was in Braeside when he married Grizel Gilchrist in 1776. In 1781, Thomas Bertram in St 
John’s Kirk married Janet Smith and in the following year Jean Bertram married Robert Ker of 
Craigburn (his second of three wives).  
 
In 1828 Andrew Bertram (b.c1795 in Kilbucho) married Isabella Fordyce (b.c1789 in Thankerton). Andrew 
was a mole catcher in 1841 & 1851 (census) and a grocer in Thankerton in 1851 & 1861 (census). His son 
David (b.1829) married Jean Minto in 1852 and they lived in St Cuthberts, Edinburgh. Andrew’s daughter 
Marion (b.1833) married Alexander Weir in St Cuthberts.  
 
James Bertram (b.c1837 in Glenholm) was a ploughman in Parkhall in 1871 (census). He married Rebecca 
Reid (b.c1838), the second daughter of George Reid in Drumalbin. 

 
BLACK – The early spelling of the name as Blaick and Blake, favours the origin of the 
name to have come from the Old English personal name of Blaecca, first recorded in AD 
628. The name was first recorded in Scotland in the 12th century and at Lanark in 1303. 
 
James Sibbald and his spouse Margaret Black had a son Thomas born in 1684. John Black (c1748-1836), a 
weaver in Thankerton, married Marion Henderson. Their son John (c1776-1845) was a farmer in 
Thankerton in 1841 (census).  
 
Another John Black married Isobel Currie (c1777-1814) in 1809. He was a weaver in Burnside and later in 
Burnbrae. Their daughter Alison.1811) married Robert Watson in 1847. Isabel Black married James 
Lindsay in 1812; Marion Black married Archibald Galloway in 1813; and Janet Black married Archibald 
Galloway before 1831. 

 
BLACKWOOD – A territorial surname derived from places in Dumfriesshire and 
Lanarkshire. Also the name of an old Ayrshire family. 
 
Thomas Blackwood and his spouse Jean Bryce had two daughters and a son born in Langlands between 
1809 and 1813. They then moved to Woodend, Eastend. Thomas died before the birth of his fifth child in 
1820, a son named Thomas. There was a marriage in Covington in 1853 of a Thomas Blackwood to 
Catherine Telfer who may have been the son Thomas. 
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BLAKELY – (Blackly, Blackley). A surname common to Dumfriesshire and recorded in 
Berwick in 1321. Mungo Blaikley was in Hairhope in the parish of Crawford in 1687. 
 
Hamilton Blakely (b.c1789 in Crawfordjohn) was a shepherd living in Hillhead Cottages in 1851 (census). 
His son Adam (b.1830 in Crawfordjohn) was an agricultural labourer in Sykehead Cottage. Another son 
David (b.c1841 in Crawfordjohn) was a farm servant in Fallburn Cottages. 

 
BOAK – (Book). From the place named Boak in the parish of Kirkcolm. The name was 
recorded in Edinburgh in 1610 and in Thankerton in 1626. 
 
There were four people bearing the name recorded in Thankerton between 1626 and 1638. John Boak 
(d.1626), William Boak (d.1629) and James Boak (d.1636) were possibly brothers and Janet Boak (d.1638) 
may have been a sister. Janet was the spouse of William Cuthbertson in Thankerton.  

 
BONE – The derivation of this name is uncertain. It may have come from the French ‘le 
bon’ meaning ‘the good’. It was a common name in Ayrshire and Edinburgh in the 17th 
century. 
 
Thomson (Thomas) Bone (b.1899 in Roberton) was the fifth son of George Bone and Agnes Elder in 
Knowe at Roberton. George and Agnes were married in Covington in 1886. Thomson was a linesman with 
LMS/BR before being promoted to a ganger. He and his wife Mary lived at Leggatfoot where they had 
three daughters. 
 

BRAIDWOOD – (Bredwood, Broadwood). There may have been several places named 
Braidwood, but the fact that most people bearing the name were to be found in 
Lanarkshire would indicate that it was from the place in that county that their origins lay. 
 
Early mentions of the surname in the parish were of William Braidwood and his spouse Rachel Lindsay in 
1672; John Braidwood in Hillhead died in 1676; John Braidwood in 1682; and James Braidwood and his 
spouse Janet How were mentioned in 1687.  Two daughters of Braidwood families, Margaret and Catherine 
married William Haddow and John Sinclair about 1691. 
 
David Braidwood and his spouse Mary Purdie were in Cumberlandhead. They had children born between 
1693 and 1715. According to the traditional naming pattern of children, David would probably have been a 
son of William Braidwood and Rachel Lindsay. For the same reason, Francis Braidwood in Hillhead may 
also have been a son. He and his spouse Isabel Fisher had children born between 1694 and 1706. Their son 
Francis (b.1698) married Jean Lindsay and had four children born in Meadowflat between 1722 and 1727. 
Thomas Braidwood married Janet Inglis before 1710. He may also have been a son of William and Rachel. 
 
Thomas Braidwood and his spouse Agnes Meek had five sons and a daughter born in Hillhead between 
1706 and 1717. Their son John (b.1707) married Christian Lindsay (c1707-1764) before 1736. John was a 
carrier in Hillhead until 1750 and was later recorded in Leggatfoot and Covington Mains. He had nine 
sons. The eldest John (b.1736) drowned in the Clyde. The sixth son Francis (b.1745) married Helen Forrest 
(c1756-1831) in 1782. After marriage, they were in Meadowflat for a few years, but returned to the Mains 
about 1790.  
 
Gavin Braidwood (b.c1793), the second son of Francis and Helen, was a weaver in Covington Mains and 
Covington Oldtown. In 1831 he married Janet Thomson (b.1802), a daughter of John Thomson and Helen 
Vassie in Pettinain. There elder daughter Helen (b.1833) was the first wife of David Core in Newside. 
Their younger daughter Catherine (b.1834) was unmarried and lived in the Oldtown. They had four sons, 
none of whom married. James Braidwood (1795-1845), the youngest son died in Covington Oldtown. 
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James Braidwood (b.1687), a son of James Braidwood and Janet How, married Marion Purdie. They had 
children born between 1709 and 1720, including a daughter Janet (b.1709) who was the first wife of 
Thomas Henderson, a tenant and an elder in Thankerton. 
 
James Braidwood, a mason in Covington Mains, married Jean Elder before 1725. Between that date and 
1738 there were numerous marriages of Braidwood girls into many local families including those of 
Robison, Lindsay, Muir and Henderson. 
 
Other mentions of the name in the parish were Francis Braidwood in Leggatfoot married Catherine 
Gilchrist before 1738 (this could have been the second marriage of the Francis (b.1698); James Braidwood, 
a weaver, married Margaret Braidfoot and had a son Alexander born in 1747; James Braidwood, a tenant in 
Thankerton, married Marion Lindsay before 1754; and David Braidwood in Burnbrae died in 1779. 
 
George Braidwood (d.1784) married Christian Simpson before 1756. George was the tenant in Sherifflats 
and was succeeded by his three sons James (1756-1791), George (d.1792) and Thomas (1776-1799). 
Maurice Braidwood was the tenant in Sherifflats when he died in 1808. He may have been a brother (or a 
cousin) to James, George and Thomas. 
 
William Braidwood (d.1784) was a mason in Thankerton. His first wife Elizabeth Turner died in 1767 and 
his second wife Janet in 1779. James Braidwood and his spouse Janet Wilson had children born between 
1774 and 1786. They were in Braeside until about 1780 and in the Hole thereafter. The Hole was a place 
near Cumberland, but it could also have been the Holl of Warrenhill. 
 
Janet Braidwood (c1737-1808) was the second wife of William Lindsay (c1702-1788), a joiner in 
Lamington. Margaret Braidwood married Andrew Bell before 1787. Another Margaret Braidwood married 
William Anderson in 1789 and Marion Braidwood married John Hamilton in 1796. In 1793 John 
Braidwood, possibly in Braeside, married Isabel Lawrie and in 1803 Thomas Braidwood married Janet 
Vassie.  

 
BROWN – (Broun). A name derived from the Old English brown or dark red. The name 
was recorded in England in 970, but was not recorded in Scotland until the 12th century. 
 
Peter Brown (d.1628) and his spouse Helen Glasgow (d.1627) lived in Thankerton. 
 
In 1691 William Brown married Janet Fisher. He may have been the same William who had a daughter 
Marion born in 1700 and a daughter Mary born in 1704. Robert Brown and his spouse Margaret Allan had 
a daughter Catherine born in 1692. Janet Brown married James Ballantyne before 1691. Helen Brown 
married John Galloway in 1697 and Janet Brown married William Fisher about a similar time. 
 
George Brown and his spouse Bessie Henderson had children born in Thankerton 1709 and 1719. Their 
son Robert (1714-1756), a tenant in Thankerton, married Agnes Allan before 1854. An Alexander Brown 
and his spouse Janet Alston had a son Archibald born in 1733. Thomas Brown and his spouse Janet Wilson 
were in Wester Meadowflat from 1767 and had twin girls born in 1770. 
 
In 1774 John Brown married Margaret Thomson, the daughter of William Thomson in Muirhouse. Their 
son William (c1781-1860) married Margaret Brown (c1782-1849) and was an agricultural labourer in 
Covington Mains until 1814 when he moved to Thankerton where he was also a farmer of 3 acres. Their 
eldest son John (1811-1863) was a weaver and later a flesher. The second son James (1813-1897) was a 
weaver before joining his brother Robert to farm in Muirhouse. The third son William (1815-1883) was a 
carpenter before he too joined his brothers in Muirhouse. Robert (1818-1897), the fourth son, married 
Agnes Forrest (1835-1913). He was a weaver before becoming the farmer in Muirhouse in 1851 after the 
death of his great aunt Elizabeth Thomson of Muirhouse. David (c1858-1887), the eldest son of Robert and 
Agnes, predeceased his father, but the second and third sons, John (c1861-1931) and William (c1863-1935) 
succeeded their father in the farm, but neither was married. 
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There were numerous marriages involving Browns between 1783 and 1827, including some who moved 
from the parish. In 1783 Jean Brown married James Galloway, a wright in Thankerton. Rachel Brown 
(c1788-1875) married John Waugh (c1785-1859), a farmer in Westside. Before 1813 Agnes Brown married 
James Greenshields in Braeside. About 1814 Janet Brown married John Wyld, a farmer and meal dealer in 
Thankerton. In 1827, Mary Brown (1809-1896), the daughter of James Brown, farm overseer in Eastend, 
married Allan Campbell (1805-1884). Allan was a wood labourer in Eastend and Thankerton before 
gaining the tenancy of Upper Blackshouse. 
 
Between the years of 1842 and 1852, four James Browns were married. In 1842 James Brown in 
Symington married Isabella Lindsay in Covington. In 1846 James Brown in Covington married Janet 
Gordon in Carstairs. James Brown in Covington married Ann Telfer in Covington. James Brown and his 
spouse Mary Weir had a son James born in Braeside in 1853. Andrew Brown (c1829-1854) and his spouse 
Mary Robertson had a son Andrew born in the Mains in 1853. 
 
Robert Brown (b.c1844 in Symington) was an agricultural labourer in Meadowflat in 1881 (census). James 
Brown (b.c1843 in Melrose) was a shepherd in Sykehead in 1891 (census). 
 
Harold G. Brown (b.c1874 in Renfrewshire) was the tenant farmer in Covington Mill in 1901 (census).  
 
Robert Brown (b.c1871-1950) was the next tenant of the Mill, but was unrelated to the previous tenant. He 
was a son of Ebenezer Brown in Newside. He married Mary Sharrocks (c1883-1960) and by a strange 
coincidence, their son was named Harold (b.1915), the name of the previous tenant. In 1929 Robert moved 
to the farm of Candy Bank, Biggar and his son Harold joined the police force.   

 
BROWNLEE – (Brownlie). Lanarkshire Brownlees almost certainly took their name 
from the place of that name in the Clyde Valley. The spelling of the surname varied 
according to the Registrar and today the name is more common with the spelling 
Brownlie. The names of many of the following people were spelt in both forms but I have 
listed them all under the one spelling. 
 
James Brownlee (c1703-1792) in Holl of Warrenhill and Upper Warrenhill married Elizabeth Pettigrew 
(d.1760) in Pettinain in 1742. Their son Robert (c1745-1794) was in Braeside and married Janet Fisher 
(d.1809) in 1775. Another son Alexander (b.1753) married Isabel Leiper (d.1813) in Carmichael in 1782. 
Alexander was in Perryflats. A third son William (1755-1806) married Margaret Paton (d.1800). He, like 
his elder brother Robert, was in Braeside. 
 
Robert Brownlee (b.1782), a son of Alexander and Isabel, in Perryflats, married Christian Brownlee in 
1815. They began their married life in Perryflats, but moved to Carmichael Boat and later to Netherton. 
Alexander was probably not the first of the family in Perryflats, as in 1800, a James Brownlee died there.  
 
James Brownlee (1785-1816), the second son of William and Margaret in Braeside, married Janet Prentice 
(c1786-1861) in 1812. They were in Knowe, and in 1833 their son William (b.1813) married Grace 
Dickson (1811-1888), the fourth daughter of James Dickson in Fieldhead. William was an agricultural 
labourer in Drumalbin, Meadowflat Cottage and Sykehead. Alexander Brownlee (1789-1852), the fourth 
son of William and Margaret in Braeside, married Marion Lightbody (c1782-1851). Alexander was an 
agricultural labourer in Meadowflat and Alleyhead. His son James (1820-1905) was a grocer and general 
labourer in Alleyhead. In 1846 he married Marion Nelson (c1816-1891). Robert Brownlee (b.1797), the 
youngest son of William and Margaret in Braeside, married Janet Scott (b.c1797 in Covington) in 1826. 
Robert was an agricultural labourer in Burnmouth. 
 
In 1849 William Brownlee married Marion Core, but it is not known who he was the son of. In 1891 
(census) Peter Brownlee (b.c1830 in Glasgow) was living in Thankerton. His occupation was described as 
a “patent metallic cask manufacturer”. 
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BROWNLIE – See under Brownlee 
 
BRYCE – (Brice). An old name that can be traced to the fifth century and well 
documented in Scotland from 1189, including mentions in Lanarkshire. 
 
William Bryce (c1761-1840) and his spouse Sarah Swan (d.1811) were in Upper Warrenhill when Sarah 
died in 1811. Their son Alexander (b.1790 in Crossridge) was the farmer of 76 acres in Upper Warrenhill 
in 1851 & 1861 (census). He was unmarried and his sister Janet (b.1795 in Crossridge) was his 
housekeeper. 
 
Another Alexander Bryce (c1796-1866), the son of James Bryce and Agnes Wood in Carmichael Boat, 
married Barbara Scoular (b.1796), the second daughter of John Scoular and Margaret Allan in Braeside. 
They were in Braeside for much of their life, but by 1841 (census) Alexander was a farmer of 22 acres in 
Carmichael Boat. It was probably their eldest son Alexander (b.1814) who married Elizabeth Bryce in 
1836. 
 
In 1854 James Bryce (b.c1828 in Dunsyre) married Margaret Core (b.1831) the eldest daughter of David 
Core and Jane Frame in Wellbrae. James was an agricultural labourer living in Covington Mains Cotters 
House from 1854 until after 1871 (census).   

 
BUCHANAN – From the district of the name in Stirlingshire. 
 
John Buchanan (d.1726) and his son John Buchanan (1691-1766), were both parish ministers at Covington. 
The elder John was the son of a merchant in Stirling. The younger John was unmarried. 
 
Andrew Buchanan (b.c1825 in Kirkurd) was a carrier in Thankerton in 1871 (census) and a provisions 
merchant there in 1881 (census). 

 
BULLOCH – (Balloch). A surname that originated from Balloch in the county of 
Dunbarton and was common in the parish of Baldernock in Stirlingshire. 
 
William Bulloch and his spouse Agnes Young had a son James born in Nether Warrenhill in 1836. 
Charles Bulloch (son or grandson ?) and his spouse Mary Smith (d.1807) were in Nether Warrenhill 
when there children were born from before 1794 until 1807. Their elder son John married Isabel Watson 
and had eight children born between 1812 and 1828. They were in Langlands until 1820 and in Nether 
Warrenhill thereafter. Charles Bulloch (1801-1833), the younger son of Charles and Mary, was an 
agricultural labourer in Fallburn. In 1825 he married Helen Purdie, the third daughter of Alexander Purdie 
in Covington Mains. After the premature death of Charles, his widow Helen returned to her birthplace at 
the Mains and worked as an agricultural labourer in 1841 (census) and a pirn winder in 1851 (census).  
 
James Bulloch (1830-1876), the fourth son of Charles and Helen, was a railway platelayer in Newtown in 
1861 & 1871 (census). In 1881 (census), his widow Maria was a general draper. John Bulloch (1833-1906), 
the youngest son of Charles and Helen, was also a railway platelayer, and he lived in Thankerton. He 
married (1) Marion Galloway (c1836-1856) and (2) Christina (b.1839 in Carmichael). Christina was a 
dressmaker. 
 
Robert Bulloch in Upper Warrenhill, was possibly a grandson of the first mention William Bulloch and 
Agnes Young. He married (1) Jean Pearson (d.1803) and (2) Mary Bell in 1804. 

 
CALLAN – The name literally means ‘a young lad’ or ‘a stripling’. The surname was 
first recorded in the 17th century, although it may have been in existence long before that 
period. In 1684, Thomas Callan was in Falsyde in the parish of Roberton and three years 
later Alexander Callan was recorded in the same parish.  
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In 1804, Elizabeth Callan (c1777-1851) married Thomas Purdie (1783-1856), the eldest son of Thomas 
Purdie in Covington Mains. Thomas was a labourer in Meadowflat, Carmichael Mill and Shawhill. 
William Callan (b.c1812 in Douglas) was a weaver in Meadowflat Cottage in 1851 (census).  
 
James Callan (b.c1804 in Crawfordjohn) was a shepherd in Burnbrae in 1861 (census). His son James 
(b.c1849 in Crawfordjohn) was an agricultural labourer in Leggatfoot in 1891 (census). In 1851, Agnes 
Callan (b.c1817 in Biggar) married John Wyld (b.c1816 in Libberton), a farmer in Thankerton. 
 
Alexander Callan was a farm labourer at Hillhead until his death some time between 1946 and 1948. His 
son James was a dairyman at Covington Mains and a farmer in Cloburn. 
 
CAMPBELL – From ‘camp beul’ meaning ‘wry mouth’, the nickname given to the 
earliest ancestor of the clan. Early records show it to have been used in a sarcastic way 
when referring to the family members, eg. Duncan le Campbell, the le meaning ‘known 
as’ or ‘as we say’. For centuries, historians have failed to agree on the origins of the 
Campbells. Norman, Flemish, Celtic, Briton and Norse have all been suggested. The 
main family were in Argyll, where Lochawe was their stronghold. 
 
 

 
Allan Campbell (1870-1933), farmer, Warrenhill 

& Quartermaster Sergeant in the Lanarkshire Yeomanry 
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Allan Campbell (1805-1884), the sixth child of John Campbell and Sophia Polson, was a woodcutter and 
sawyer in Eastend and Thankerton in 1841 & 1851 (census). In 1827 he married Mary Brown (1809-
1896), the daughter of James Brown, the farm overseer in Eastend. Some time before 1861, Allan became 
the tenant farmer in Upper Blackshouse. In 1865, his fourth son Alexander (1842-1927) married Mary 
Ramage (1844-1903). Alexander farmed in Lower Blackshouse and Upper Blackshouse, both in the parish 
of Pettinain, but his two eldest sons Allan and John farmed in the parish of Covington. Another son, 
Alexander emigrated and settled in New Zealand. 
 
Allan Campbell (1870-1933), eldest son of Alexander, was the tenant in Warrenhill from 1902. He 
married (1) Margaret Jane Plenderleith (1871-1905) and (2) Grace Johnstone (1876-1968). Allan had two 
sons by his first wife and two daughters by his second wife. Alexander Campbell (1903-1982, the elder 
son, married Margaret Dunlop, and succeeded his grandfather as tenant in Blackshouse. John Campbell 
(1905-1980), the younger son, married Margaret Johnstone, the only daughter of William Johnstone in 
Carlindean. John succeeded his father in law as tenant in that farm. In 1944 Elizabeth (Elise) Campbell 
(1910-1990), the elder daughter, married James Baxter, the tenant in Woodlands. Mary Campbell (1913-
2006), the younger daughter, married Alexander Fleming, who became the tenant in Warrenhill in 1942. 
 
John Campbell (1876-1927), the second son of Alexander & Mary Ramage, was the tenant in Sherifflats 
from before 1909 until his death in 1927. He married Elizabeth Smith (1876-1964), the youngest daughter 
of James Smith in Fallburn. 

 
CARMICHAEL – (Carmichell, Carmichaell). The name was of territorial origin and 
was taken by a family who were vassals in Carmichael before 1350 when it was then in 
the possession of the Douglas family. About 1350, that family became the lairds of 
Carmichael and held the lands until 1817 when Andrew, the sixth and last Earl of 
Hyndford died without issue. In order to find an heir, a line had to be traced back to 
James, the second Earl of Hyndford, through his eldest daughter Margaret, who married 
Sir John Anstruther in 1717. The estate and titles were passed to Sir John Wyndham 
Anstruther, a great great grandson of the second Earl. Sir John died within a year of 
gaining the Carmichael Estate and was succeeded by his son John who was accidentally 
shot in 1831. The estate then passed to his uncle who was thrice married. A further three 
generations of Anstruthers then followed with all three dying within a thirty year period 
(1898-1928), the last without issue. The next laird, a second cousin to the previous laird, 
was Sir Wyndham Eric Francis Carmichael Anstruther (1900-1980), who like many of 
his predecessors died without issue. 
 
Towards the end of the fifteenth century, the lands of Meadowflat were in the possession of a branch of the 
Carmichael family, and occupied by John Carmichael. He was succeeded by John, third son of Sir John 
Carmichael of that ilk, who obtained in 1511, a charter of the lands of Meadowflat. On his death, the lands 
went to his son John. 
 
Katherine Carmichael, the daughter of the last named John, attracted the attention of James V when he 
visited Lord Somerville at Couthaly in 1532. So great was his admiration that Katherine became his 
mistress, and bore him two children, - John, Prior of Coldingham, and Janet, Countess of Aberdeen. 
 
John Carmichael of Meadowflat, the brother of Katherine, sat in the parliament of 1560. His daughter 
Grizel married Walter Carmichael of Hyndford and was the mother of James, first Lord Carmichael. He 
died in 1594 when his son, yet another John, served heir to him. The latter John married Elizabeth, sister of 
Sir Walter Scott of Buccleugh. He died about 1637/38 and was succeeded by his sister Margaret who sold 
the lands of Meadowflat to Sir George Lockhart. 
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Other Carmichael families related or unrelated to the Meadowflat Carmichaels, and recorded in the parish 
were Walter Carmichael in Nether Warrenhill when his spouse Isobel Stodart died in 1621 and John 
Carmichael in Meadowflat when his spouse Grissell Maxwell died about 1626.  
 
John Carmichael in Perryflats and John Cunningham in Nether Warrenhill were accused of the murder of 
another John Carmichael in 1642. 
 
Bessie Carmichael married Thomas Lindsay in Thankerton before 1668 and another Bessie Carmichael 
(or perhaps the same person) married James Purdie about 1670. Thomas Carmichael and his spouse Agnes 
Lowdone had a daughter Grissell born in Meadowflat in 1674. William Carmichael died in Hillhead in 
1690.  
 
In 1693, William Carmichael married Beatrix Carmichael and had a son John born the following year. In 
1694, Margaret Carmichael married Alexander Purdie in Thankerton.  In 1697, John Carmichael married 
Margaret Alexander. Janet Carmichael married William Menzies before 1707. Elizabeth Carmichael 
married Alexander Bell before 1731. Mary Carmichael married John Muir before 1779.  
 
In 1841, Alexander Carmichael married Katherine Galloway (b.1811), the second daughter of William 
Galloway and Helen Wilson in Thankerton Mill. Alexander died in Ripon in 1842. 

  
CARRICK – From the district of that name in Ayrshire. All the earliest mentions of the 
name in the 13th and 14th centuries were in that county. In 1665 the name was recorded in 
Lanarkshire when mention was made of Agnes Carrick in Unthank in the parish of Culter 
(later spelt as Coulter). 
 
In 1779, Elizabeth Carrick married David Greenshields in Burnside. William Carrick (b.c1815) was an 
agricultural labourer in Burnmouth in 1841 (census). Robert Carrick, a ploughman, died in 1887. John 
Carrick (b.c1837 in Wiston) was an agricultural labourer in Covington Mains in 1861 (census) and in 
Pettinain in 1871 (census). He was a gamekeeper in Alleyhead in 1891 & 1901 (census).  

 
CHALMERS – (Chambers). This name has the same derivation as Chamberlain and 
comes from the Old French de la chambre, of the chamber. It originally referred to a 
chamber attendant and was spelt as Chamber or Chalmer, as it became in Scotland. 
Because of its derivation, the name was widespread from the days of William the Lion. 
 
John Chalmers, a tenant in Thankerton, was also a constable in 1710 / 1711. James Chalmers and his 
spouse Janet Spence had children born in Thankerton from 1708 to 1717. The John Chalmers who had a 
daughter Margaret born in 1719 may have been the earlier mentioned John or his son. 

 
CLARK – (Clerk). Originally a man in a religious order, later a scholar. The name is 
widespread throughout south and central Scotland. 
 
George Clark married Janet Bell (c1739-1774), the eldest daughter of Thomas Bell and Agnes Main in 
Northflat and Whitehall. John Clark (c1822-1904) was a farmer in Thankerton from 1845 until after 1862. 
Some time after that date he was the farmer in Cloburnwood until his death. In 1845, he married Isabel 
Core (1821-1903), the second daughter of James Core in Newside. 

 
COCHRAN – (Cochrane). Derived from Coveran or Cochrane, in Renfrewshire, where 
the name was first mentioned in 1262. 
 
John Cochran and his spouse Marion Tod had children born in Nether Warrenhill between 1712 and 
1718.  
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John Cochran (b.c1819 in Carnwath) was the farmer of 400 acres in North Mains from 1838 to 1857.  In 
1838 he married Janet Aitken (b.c1818 in Lanark) and they had three sons and two daughters born between 
1839 and 1850.  

 
CORE – (Cor) Very much an Upper Ward name with a possible French origin. William 
Cor was in Newbigging in 1624 and James Cor in Carnwath in 1665. The surname was 
recorded in the parish of Covington from the late seventeenth century. 
 
Michael Core and his spouse Janet Allan had a son William born in 1670. William, James, John and 
Thomas Core, all recorded in the parish between 1709 and 1718, were possibly brothers. William had a son 
William born in 1709; James (1675-1763) was a weaver in Burnbrae; John married Martha Fisher and had 
a daughter and four sons born in Perryflats between 1713 and 1722; Thomas married Rachel Fisher 
(d.1751) and had five sons and a daughter born in Cumberlandhead between 1718 and 1731. 
 
Robert Core died in Leggatfoot in 1781. He may have been the son Robert born in 1720 to John and 
Martha in Perryflats. James Core (1726-1763), the third son of Thomas and Rachel in Cumberlandhead, 
married Marion Easton (c1730-1774). James was a weaver in Braeside and later in Burnbrae. 
 
In 1787, David Core (1759-1839) married Isabella Martin (1767-1850). David was a tailor in Leggatfoot 
when his six sons and five daughters were born, but some time after 1813 he moved to Wellbrae where he 
was a farmer. Three of his sons, James, Archibald and David were farmers. In 1818, James (1794-1875) 
married Janet Thomson (1795-1869), a daughter of William Thomson in Pettinain. They were in 
Leggatfoot before James became the tenant farmer in Newside. Archibald (1797-1861) married Marion 
Russell (c1789-1861) before 1822. They were in Dubb and Lanark before Archibald became the tenant of 
the 150 acre farm of Crossridge about 1834. David (1799-1887) married Jane Frame (c1807-1883) in 1830.  
David succeeded his father as the tenant farmer of 35 acres in Wellbrae, but some time before 1861 the 
family moved, possibly to Dolphinton where David died in 1887. 
 
David Core (b.1832), the eldest son of James Core and Janet Thomson in Newside, followed his father as 
tenant in Newside. He had fifteen children to three wives. Margaret (b.1831), the eldest daughter of David 
Core and Jane Frame, married James Bryce, an agricultural labourer in Covington Mains. 
 
John Core in Upper Warrenhill married (1) Mary Tweedie (d.1793) and (2) Christian Hamilton. He had a 
daughter born to each wife, - Marion (b.1792) and Jean (b.1795). 

 
CRAUFORD – See under Crawford. 
 
CRAWFORD – (Crauford, Crawfurd). Name derived from the parish of that name. The 
main Crawford family held lands in Ayrshire where their name was generally spelt 
Crauford and occasionally Craufurd.  
 
Andrew Crawford (1704-1767), the second son of John Crawford in Netherton, married Catherine How 
(c1701-1767). They had children born in Burnbrae before 1731 and in Perryflats after that date. Janet 
Crawford (c1801-1881) married Hugh Hamilton (1802-1863), the youngest son of John Hamilton and 
Marion Braidwood. Hugh was a carrier and a grocer in Covington Newtown. 
 
About 1829, Andrew Crawford married Margaret Smith (b.1810 in Thankerton), the youngest daughter of 
James Smith and Margaret Waugh in Burnbrae and Symington. They had three children born in Hillhead 
between 1830 and 1834. 
 
David Crawford (c1822-1896) was the stationmaster in Thankerton in 1881 (census). By the 1891 
(census) he was a grocer in the village. His widow Margaret Burns (c1828-1902) was living in Elm Villa, 
Thankerton in 1901 (census). Their daughter Grace (b.c1850) married Thomas Anderson. Graham 
Crawford (c1848-1882), a son of David and Margaret, married Janet Purdie (1849-1927), the eldest 
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daughter of Alexander Purdie and Margaret Fraser in Newtown. Graham was a railway platelayer in 
Railway Cottage (1881 census). His daughter Margaret married Robert Lamb.    

 
CRICHTON – (Crighton). Of territorial origin from the old barony of Crichton in 
Midlothian. Earliest records of the name appeared in Edinburgh in 1128, Haddington in 
1189 and Berwick in 1200. 
 
In 1812, Mungo Crichton (c1790-1827) married Grizel Harper (1789-1863), the second daughter of James 
Harper in Thankerton. They lived in St John’s Kirk and had six sons. William (c1813-1884), the eldest, 
was unmarried and lived in Thankerton. He was a wood sawyer in 1841 (census) and a hand loom wool 
weaver in 1851 (census) through to 1881 (census). Alexander (b.1822) was drowned in the Clyde in 1833. 
Robert (c1826-1907), the youngest son was a railway inspector.  
 
James Crichton (b.c1846 in Carluke), an overseer in the quarries, lived in Thankerton in 1881 (census). 

 
CUNNINGHAM – (Kunninghame, Cunninghame). Of territorial origin from the 
northern district of Ayrshire. One of the earliest records of the name was in 1170. Hervey 
de Cunningham received from Alexander III the lands of Kilmaurs for his bravery at the 
Battle of Largs in 1263. 
 
John Cunningham was in Nether Warrenhill in 1642 when along with John Carmichael in Perryflats, he 
was accused of the murder of another John Carmichael.  
 
James Cunningham (b.c1771 in Lanark) was a shoemaker in Braeside. In 1826, he married Margaret Kay 
(1782-1852), the second daughter of Robert Kay and Marion Porteous in Carmichael. Elizabeth 
Cunningham (b.c1834 in Tongland) married Alexander Purdie (b.1826), a ploughman in Burnbrae and 
Thankerton and later a coal agent in the village. 

 
CURRIE – (Corrie). Although there is a place of the name in Mid Lothian, strong 
evidence indicates the name being a variant of the surname Corrie, whose origins are 
from the place of that name in Dumfriesshire. 
 
John Currie, a weaver in Thankerton, married (1) Elison Henderson (d.1782), (2) Janet Padzen (d.1795) in 
1782 and (3) Isabel Lindsay in 1796. His eldest son John (b.1775) in Langlands, married Margaret Stein 
before 1803. They had twin sons and three daughters. In 1832, their twin son John (b.1807), a weaver in 
Newtown and Thankerton, married Marion Anderson (1811-1849), the eldest daughter of Thomas 
Anderson in Thankerton. John and Marion had a son John (b.1832) was also a weaver in Thankerton.  
 
In 1839, the other twin son William (b.1807) married Marion Thomson (b.1806), a daughter of John 
Thomson and Helen Vassie in Pettinain. William was a weaver, and he and Marion moved to Burngreen, 
Carmichael, where Marion’s brother was a tenant. They had two daughters, Helen (b.1839) and Margaret 
(b.1841) and a son John (b.1844).  
 
In 1821, John Currie (b.c1796 in Covington) married Marion Smith (d.1829). John was an agricultural 
labourer in Burnbrae.  

 
CUTHBERTSON – (Cuthbertsone). Originally from the ‘son of Cuthbert’, the parent 
name came from Kirkcudbright and Dumfriesshire, where there was a church dedicated 
to St. Cuthbert. 
 
William Cuthbertson was in Thankerton when his spouse Janet Boak died in 1638. John Cuthbertson died 
in Thankerton about 1650. William Cuthbertson was in Thankerton when his daughters were born 
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between 1668 and 1675. Two daughters of William, - Agnes (b.1670) and Marion (b.1675) married 
William Purdie and William Lindsay. 
 
John Cuthbertson (b.c1807 in Libberton) was a shepherd in Fallburn in 1841 & 1851 (census). James 
Cuthbertson (b.c1810 in Walston) was a weaver in North Mains in 1841 & 1851 (census). 

 
DALGARDNER – The origin of this name is uncertain. The prefix dal generally means 
‘a field’ and the name may simply mean the gardener’s field. It may also be a variation of 
Dalgarno, a name derived from the lands of Dalgarnock in Dumfriesshire. John 
Dalgernock was the prior of Lesmahagow in 1348. 
 
William Dalgardner and his spouse Elizabeth Smith had five sons and three daughters born in Thankerton 
between 1732 and 1751. 

 
DARGIE – Of local origin from the village of Dargie in Angus. 
 
William Dargie (b.c1830 in Forfar) was a coal agent in Thankerton from 1884 (previously in Carstairs). 
He married Betty Irvine, third daughter of James Irvine (coal agent) & Marion Lindsay. He had a daughter 
and four sons born between 1881 and 1890. He also had older step children including Isabella Irvine 
(b.c1873) who was his housekeeper. About 1899 Isabella married Alexander Grant, a postman in 
Thankerton. In 1901 (census), the three youngest Dargie children were living in the Grant household. Janet 
Dargie (b.c1881), William’s eldest daughter was a draper’s assistant living with William and Catherine 
Purdie in Tinto Glen, Thankerton. 

 
DARLING – Old English name to denote the young noble of a house. Early records of 
the name in Scotland were all in the Border counties. 
 

 
Alexander Darling, his wife Eliza Rose and children Hilda & Kingsley 
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In 1822, Agnes Darling (c1796-1879) married Alexander Purdie (1794-1881), a shoemaker in Covington 
Mains and Alleyhead. In 1823, Mary Darling married James Wilson, a son of Peter Wilson in Nether 
Warrenhill and East Mains. James was an agricultural labourer in Covington Mains. In 1831 Christina 
Darling (b.c1807 in Libberton) married Lancelot Mitchell (b.c1806 in Carmichael), a weaver in Newside 
and Burnside. 
 
In 1843, James Darling (c1808-1897), the eldest son of John Darling, a tailor in Harleyholm and 
Croftonhill, married Janet Millar (c1816-1891), the daughter of John Millar, the farmer in Syde. James was 
a wood merchant and farmer of 6 acres in Croftonhill, but some time after 1861 he became a farmer in 
Thankerton. His daughter Jane (1850-1926) married James Galloway (1844-1923) who in 1892 became 
the farmer in Syde, succeeding his mother in law’s unmarried brothers (Millars) in that farm.  
 
Alexander Darling (1858-c1936), the youngest son of James & Janet was a silk mercer and founded the 
family business in Princes Street in Edinburgh (see under Dr Alexander Darling in Volume One, Chapter 
Nine). His only son Kingsley of the Royal Scots was killed in action at Poivilliers about a month before the 
Armistice.  His nephew, William Young Darling (1885-1962), the son of his brother William, succeeded 
his uncle to the business in Edinburgh. William, known as Will, was provost of Edinburgh from 1941 to 
1944 (see under William Young Darling in Volume One, Chapter Nine). 
 

 
Sir Will Y. Darling & Lady Darling 
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DAVIDSON – Literally from ‘the son of David’. A name more common in the east of 
Scotland than the west. The Davidsons were once a powerful clan, but as a result of many 
clan feuds, their prosperity greatly diminished. Among the leading families were the 
Davidsons of Cantray and the Davidsons of Tulloch. 
 
John Davidson and his spouse Janet Twaddle had a daughter and four sons born in Dubb between 1775 and 
1785. William Davidson (c1825-1886) was a railway surfaceman living in Covington Mains in 1871 & 
1881 (census). His spouse was Agnes Thomson (c1816-1887). 

 
DEMPSTER – A dempster was a baron-bailie. Until 1747, every laird of a barony was 
empowered to hold courts for the trial and punishment of certain offenders within the 
barony. The dempster was the official who assisted the laird in bringing offenders to 
justice.  
 
David Dempster (b.c1830 in Lesmahagow) was the stationmaster in Thankerton in 1861 (census).   
 
DICKSON – (Dicksoun, Dicksoune). A Borders surname recorded in Douglas in 1307 
when Thomas Dickson in Hazelside, faithful follower of Sir James Douglas, assisted in 
the surprise capture of Douglas Castle. Thomas was in fact the progenitor of the 
Symington family having been granted the lands of Symington by Robert the Bruce in 
recognition of his loyalty. His name then changed from Thomas the son of Richard 
(Thomas Dickson) to Thomas of Symington. 
 
Alexander Dickson was a constable in the parish in 1710 / 1711. His residence was Over Westonhill, 
which may refer to a place in the parish of Dunsyre. In 1719, Elizabeth Dickson married James Ballantyne 
(d.1753) in Upper Warrenhill.  
 
Grace Dickson (1811-1888), the fourth daughter of James Dickson in Fieldhead, married William 
Brownlee (b.1813 in Knowe). William was an agricultural labourer in Drumalbin, Meadowflat Cottage 
and Sykehead. Janet Dickson (1837-1904), the fourth daughter of James Dickson in Glencosie, married 
Matthew Ramage (b.1833 in Douglas). Matthew was a coachman living in the servant’s house at 
Covington Manse in 1871 (census). 
 
George Dickson (c1855-1929) was the headmaster at Covington and lived in the Schoolhouse. He was 
born in Tranent, and married Janet Smith (c1856-1940) before 1883. They had two sons and six daughters 
all born in Covington.  

 
DOBBIE – (Dobie). It has been claimed by some that the name came to Scotland in the 
time of Mary Queen of Scots and was the Scottish form of de bois. However, the name 
existed in Scotland long before the time of Queen Mary. Dobb was a shortened name for 
Robert. It was recorded frequently especially in the counties of Roxburgh and Peebles. 
The name appeared in Lanarkshire records in 1490 when William Doby or Dobie was 
mentioned as belonging to part of the land of Weitlandside in Lanark.  
 
Thomas Dobie (c1864-1943) was a railway signalman living in Thankerton West End in 1901 (census). 
He was born in Applegarth, Dumfriesshire) and married Ellen Thurrat (c1862-1944). Two of their 
unmarried daughters, - Ann (c1896-1935) and Rachel (c1897-1988) were nurses. 
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DONALDSON – This name is an anglified form of Macdonald. It has been a name in its 
own right since the 13th century, mainly in the south, although in 1419 it was recorded in 
Aberdeenshire. A century later, a well known family by the name were in Strathdee. 
 
William Donaldson and his spouse Mary Anderson (d.1786 in Burnbrae) were in Thankerton and 
Braeside when their children were born between 1809 and 1821.  
 
In 1836, George Donaldson (b.c1813 in Walston) married Elizabeth Henderson. George was an agricultural 
labourer in Hillhead in 1841 (census) and a weaver in Meadowflat Cottages in 1851 (census). 
 
DUNIPACE – The name originated from the place in Stirlingshire, and was first 
recorded  about 1200. First mention in the area was at Fokertoun (Folkerton) in 1664. 
The name was more common in the neighbouring parish of Carmichael. 
 
In 1738, William Dunipace (1707-1780), the younger son of William Dunipace in Crossridge, married 
Marion Dunipace. They were in Crossridge until 1748 but after that date William was a tenant in 
Perryflats.  

 
ELDER – Signifying the elder of two bearing the same name. The earliest record of the 
name as a surname was in Edinburgh in 1423. 
 
Janet Elder, the spouse of Thomas Henderson in Thankerton, died in 1639. In 1692, Alexander Elder 
married Elizabeth Cuthbertson. Before 1725, Jean Elder married James Braidwood, a mason in Covington 
Mains. Margaret Elder (c1709-1750) was the first wife of James Lockie in Meadowflat and Holl. 
 
James Elder (c1813-1876), born in Linlithgow, married Frances Purdie (c1813-1887). James was an 
agricultural labourer in Braeside from 1836 until he died in 1876. His elder son William (1844-1916) 
married Marion Weir. They lived in Covington Oldtown where William was a house thatcher. James Elder 
(1850-1927), the younger son of James and Frances, married Marion Haddow (c1849-1909). James was a 
farm labourer in Burnbrae. 
 
In 1840, Thomas Elder married Euphemia Pringle (b.c1820). Samuel Elder (b.c1865 in Carmichael) was a 
railway platelayer in Alleyhead in 1891 (census) and in Station Cottages, Thankerton in 1901 (census).   

 
EWART – The name is of local origin from Ewart, near Wooler in Northumberland. The 
name originally spelt Ewert comes from the Old English ea-weorth meaning a river 
enclosure. The village of Ewart was enclosed on three sides by the rivers Glen and Till. 
Earliest recordings of the name in Scotland were in Roxburghshire. A well known Ewart 
family were in Kirkcudbrightshire from the 16th century. 
 
Robert Ewart was a tenant in Dubb. He married Anna Baillie before 1739. Barbara Ewart married Andrew 
Cowan towards the end of the century and had a son James born in Holmbraes in 1790. Barbara may have 
been a daughter of Robert. 

 
FINDLAY – (Finlay). The name is derived from the Gaelic Fionnlagh and was mainly 
confined to the Gaelic areas of Scotland until the 14th century. 
 
John Findlay (b.c1858 in Glasgow) was the tenant in Warrenhill from about 1890 to 1901. He was not 
from a farming family, and was unable to complete his fourteen year lease in the farm. 
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FINLAYSON – From the ‘son of Finlay’. Brice Fynlawesone of Stirlingshire rendered 
homage in 1296. Most early records of the name were in Stirlingshire and Perthshire. 
 
In 1826, Matthew Finlayson (b.1800), the son of John Finlayson in Lyonside, Carmichael, married Helen 
Reid (c1807-1878). They had ten sons and two daughters born in Drumalbin where Matthew was a weaver. 
In 1861 (census), he was a weaver in Langlands, and in 1871 (census) was recorded as an agricultural 
labourer there. After Helen died, he lived in Burnmouth with his unmarried daughter Marion (b.1848). His 
eldest son John (b.1826) married Marion Law and was a weaver in Millmoor. His sixth son George 
(b.1836) was a ploughman in Thankerton living in 1861 (census). The youngest son Robert (b.1851) was a 
railway platelayer in Symington. 
 
James Finlayson (b.c1855 in Pettinain) was a farm servant living in Hillhead Cotters House in 1881 
(census). James Finlayson (c1881-1961), a farm labourer at Covington Mains, and his wife Christina Todd 
(c1881-1971) lived in Hope Cottage. Their unmarried son William (c1909-1983), also a farm labourer, 
remained there until his death. 

 
FISHER – (Fischer). An occupational name first mentioned in Lanark in 1488 when 
Andro Fisher was mentioned as a burgess of the town. Constancius Fichar was a tenant in 
the barony of Carstairs in 1513. 
 
Andrew Fisher and his spouse Elizabeth Lindsay were in Covington Mill in 1681. At a similar time there 
was a William Fisher and a John Fisher living at the Mill. They would almost certainly have been brothers 
or cousins and also related to Agnes Fisher who married John How in Hillhead in 1666 and Isabel Fisher 
who married James Kay in Hillhead and had a daughter Agnes born in 1667.  
 
William Fisher in Covington Mill had a child born in 1674 and John Fisher, who died in 1689, had a son 
James born there in 1683. Records do not go far enough back to establish how long Fishers were in the 
Mill, but the fact that they occupied the Mill house and at least two cottages would suggest that they had 
been there for some considerable time prior to 1666. Successive generations of Fishers lived at Covington 
Mill until 1848. 
 
In 1698 there was a William Fisher in Covington Mill (or Miln as was the usual way of spelling the name 
at that time). He married Janet Brown and they had at least nine children born there between 1698 and 
1717. Another William Fisher in the Mill married Helen Barrie. They had two sons John (b.1730) and 
George (b.1732) and twin daughters, Margaret and Helen (b.1736).  
 
William Fisher (b.1711), the second son of William and Janet, married Janet Storie (1720-1750) the elder 
daughter of James Storie, the parish schoolmaster. They had three sons and two daughters born between 
1743 and 1750, the year that Janet died. In 1777, their eldest son William (1743-1789) married Mary Barrie 
(1757-1841). They had two sons and two daughters before William died in 1789. The occupation of 
William was a miller, which presumably was also the trade of his predecessors. There would also have 
been farm land around the mill. The two sons, William (1778-1813) and James (1782-1848) were the last 
members of the family in Covington Mill. William was described as a farmer, and when James died in 
1848, he was recorded as the tenant in the Mill. Neither was married.   
 
Francis Braidwood and his spouse Isabel Fisher had children born in Hillhead between 1694 and 1706. 
John Fisher (c1681-1762) and his spouse Margaret Craig had two sons and seven daughters. They lived in 
Hillhead, Wellbrae, Covington Mains and Holl of Cumberland. 
 
John Fisher and his spouse Agnes Hunter had children born in Thankerton from 1708 to 1719. Janet 
Fisher married Adam Murray in Thankerton Boat. They had children born between 1711 and 1718. 
Margaret Fisher married Thomas Gray and had children born in Covington between 1712 and 1720.  
 
John Core in Perryflats and his spouse Martha Fisher had children born between 1713 and 1722. Thomas 
Core in Cumberlandhead and his spouse Rachel Fisher had children born between 1718 and 1731. Janet 
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Fisher married John Scott in Hillhead. They had two daughters, Agnes (b.1740) and Martha (b.1743) and a 
son John (b.1747). 
 
Robert Fisher and his spouse Beatrix Weir had two sons and four daughters born in Upper Warrenhill 
between 1722 and 1734. John Fisher, a shoemaker in Thankerton, married Agnes Frizel before 1752. 
William Fisher was a carrier in Perryflats for five years before he moved to Hillhead about 1759. He 
married (1) Helen Fisher before 1755 and (2) Beatrix Neil before 1772. All five children born to William’s 
first wife Helen died in infancy. Mary Fisher (c1806-1887) married Stephen Waugh (c1806-1879) of 
Tintoside in 1846. Stephen Fisher was an agricultural labourer in Meadowflat Cottage in 1891 (census).  

 
FLEMING – Originally from Flanders, the Flemings brought weaving and farming skills 
to Britain in the 11th and 12th centuries. Many came to Scotland in the wake of David I, 
who himself had married a Flemish princess. Baldwin the Fleming was granted land at 
Biggar by David I. In 1150 he was appointed Sheriff of Lanark and was responsible for 
the town being brought to prominence in the woollen trade. The Flemings had for 
centuries been trading in wool from their homeland in Flanders. For six hundred years 
Boghall Castle at Biggar was the family seat. In the 12th century William le Fleming of 
Stanhus was recorded as the owner of Stonehouse and it was from his family that many 
present day Flemings are descended. In the 16th and 17th century, the parish of Avondale 
was where the name was most prominent.   
 

 
Boghall Castle from a sketch by John Clerk of Eldin in 1779 

 
Isabel Fleming (c1771-1851) married Thomas Smith (c1766-1833) in Burnbrae. Janet Fleming (c1829-
1916) married William Thomson (1826-1910), a railway fencer in Cumberland in 1891 (census) and in 
Thankerton in 1901 (census). 
 
Robert Fleming (c1847-1916) and Elizabeth Laidlaw (c1851-1914) came to Thankerton after 1901, 
possibly in retirement. Two sons, Jack and Robert, lived in South Africa and Canada respectively. 
 
James Fleming (c1869-1943) bought Meadowflat from Hugh Lindsay in 1894. He married his cousin 
Christina Fleming (c1872-1952) and had a daughter Margaret (1914-1984) and a son James (c1916-1995). 
Both Margaret and James were unmarried. James farmed in Meadowflat from his father’s death in 1943 
until 1984 when the farm was sold.  
 
Alexander Fleming (1909-1987) was the tenant farmer in Warrenhill from 1942. He married Mary 
Campbell (1913-2006), the younger daughter of Allan Campbell in Warrenhill. 
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FORDYCE – Of local origin from the lands of Fordyce in Banffshire. The surname 
appears to have been almost entirely restricted to the counties of Aberdeen, Banff and 
Moray before 1700.  
  
In 1783, David Fordyce (c1756-1790) married Marion Henderson (1753-1826), the daughter of Alexander 
Henderson and Isabel Watt in Thankerton. They had children born in Thankerton including Alexander 
(1784-1821), their eldest son, who was a weaver in the village. In 1828, Isabella Fordyce (b.1789), the 
daughter of David and Marion, married Andrew Bertram (b.c1795), a mole catcher and later a grocer in 
Thankerton. 

 
FORREST – A name of French origin. There is a record of William de Forest, a tenant 
of the Douglases in 1376. The surname was particularly prominent in Carmichael, 
especially in the part of that parish closest to Douglas and it is therefore not improbable 
that many of those in the area were descendants of the above named William de Forest. 
 
Between 1700 and 1750, Forrest girls married into numerous local families including those of Wilson, 
Thomson, Kay and Purdie. Gavin Forrest (c1725-1801), a weaver, and his spouse Catherine Adamson 
(1727-1796) were in Hillhead and Holmbraes.  
 
James Forrest (d.1791) and his spouse Margaret Muir were in Wellbrae. In 1796, their elder son James 
(1765-1826) married Marion Lang. They lived in Burnside. Their second son James (b.1805), who was 
unmarried, was a shoemaker in Covington Newtown all of his life (1871 census). Their younger daughter 
Margaret (b.1801) married James Forrest, who was also a shoemaker. 
 
William Forrest (d.1822) lived in Covington Mains and was the kirk officer. Mary Forrest (d.1793) was 
the wife of George Murray in Thankerton. In 1782, Helen Forrest (c1756-1831) married Francis 
Braidwood (1745-1816). They were in Meadowflat and Covington Mains. 
 
Agnes Forrest married William Henderson (b.1769) in Covington Mains before 1801, and about 1811, 
Margaret Forrest (d.1823) married Alexander Wilson, a weaver in Burnbrae. 
 
William Forrest (b.1793 in Lanark) was an agricultural labourer and later a coachman in Eastend. His 
spouse was Elizabeth Forrest. Andrew Forrest and his spouse Elizabeth Weir had a son William and a 
daughter Jean born in Burnmouth in 1826 and 1829. 
 
In 1853, James Forrest (b.1829 in Wiston) married Jane Cranston (b.1832 in Walston). He was a nephew of 
the previous mentioned James, and like his uncle, was a shoemaker in Newtown. John Forrest (1863-1941), 
the second son of James and Jane, was a rural postman, later becoming the sub postmaster and grocer in 
Thankerton. He married Margaret Veitch (c1862-1948).   
 
It was quite common in the Forrest families for a Forrest to marry a Forrest. Both daughters of John and 
Margaret continued the tradition - Helen Forrest (c1885-1968) married William Forrest (1883-1959) and 
Jane Forrest (c1887-1957) married James Forrest (c1886-1943). 
 
Thomas Forrest (1816-1887), his wife Grace Shaw (c1820-1900) and five children came from 
Henshilwood to the farm of Heatheryhall about 1857. Another three children were born at “North 
Mains”, the old name of Heatheryhall, including John (c1859-1934), an unmarried son who succeeded his 
father in the farm. 
 
Agnes Forrest (1835-1913) married Robert Brown (1818-1897), a weaver in Thankerton and later a 
farmer in Muirhouse. 
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William Forrest (b.c1830 in Dolphinton) was a railway platelayer living in Hillhead Cothouse in 1861 
(census). William Forrest (b.c1832 in Coulter) was a miller in Thankerton in 1861 (census). 
 
John Forrest (1873-1943), a builder in Thankerton, came from a family of stone masons and drystone 
dykers. He was the eldest son of James Forrest (1848-1928) and Jessie Dickson (1844-1901) in Westgate, 
Carmichael. John married Elizabeth Williamson (1875-1940). William Forrest (1883-1959), mentioned on 
the previous page, was the second son of James Forrest and Jessie Dickson in Westgate. 
 
James Forrest began his building business in Thankerton about 1870 and built several houses in Thankerton 
in addition to many farm buildings in Covington and in the surrounding parishes. 

 

 
James Forrest & his wife Jessie in front of Ardmay 

The child is John Forrest who was born in 1873 
Holding the horse is William Forrest, the brother of James 

 
William Forrest (1855-1940) and his brother Thomas Forrest (1870-1948) were joint owners and farmers in 
Covington Mill from 1929 until 1948 when Thomas died. The farm then became the property of their 
nephew James Forrest (1887-1961). He was known as ‘Major’ to distinguish him from his cousin, also 
James Forrest, who was known as ‘Minor’. 

 
FRAME – (Fram). One of the earliest on record was Adam Frame in 1495. Although 
there were early mentions of the name in Campsie, Glasgow and Edinburgh, it was in 
Lanarkshire that the vast majority of Frames were to be found, especially in the parish of 
Dalserf. The earliest records of the name in the parish were all written as Fram, but as the 
years progressed, gradually became Frame. 
 
James Fram had a daughter Violet born in 1706. George Fram in Hillhead married Janet Braidwood 
(c1698-1750). John Fram (c1710-1787) in Burnside married Janet Harvie (c1717-1787). In 1776, their son 
John (1736-1790) married Jean Kay. They were also in Burnside. 
 
In 1783, Janet Frame (d.1820) married Hugh Scott (d.1796) in Wellbrae. In 1830, Jane Frame (c1807-
1883) married David Core (1799-1887), a farmer in Wellbrae. 
 



 41

In 1838, John Frame (b.c1807) married Jean Gibson (b.c1807 in Pettinain). They had four sons and two 
daughters born in Springbank. 

 
FRASER – The family, of French origin, were first recorded in Scotland in Peeblesshire 
and the Lothians. Their original name of Fraissier means a strawberry bearer and they 
adopted the flower of the fraisse (strawberry) as part of their armorial bearings. The 
earliest member of the family on record was Sir Simon Fraser about 1160. A descendant 
of the Lowlands family obtained a charter in 1546 to develop the village of Faithlie in 
Aberdeenshire. His grandson Sir Alexander Fraser of Philorth, built a castle there and 
after 1600 the village became known as Fraserburgh. 
 
Richard Fraser and his spouse Jean Thomson were in Fallburn Toll when their two daughters and four 
sons were born from 1826 until 1836. Robert Fraser (b.c1815), who may have been an older son, was a toll 
keeper there in 1841 (census). Robert’s spouse was Janet Lindsay (b.c1815). In 1851 (census) Robert was 
living at Wiston. 
 
Margaret Fraser (b.c1816 in Dunsyre) married Alexander Purdie (b.c1819 in Covington). Alexander was a 
weaver in Lochlyoch, Langlands and Newtown. George Fraser (b.c1815 in Biggar) was a railway 
gatekeeper living in Braeside in 1861 (census). 

 
FRENCH – The name literally means ‘one from France’. In the 12th century William 
Franciscus (latinized form) quit-claimed land in Annan to Sir Robert de Brus that had 
previously been held by the Brus family. Roger, a son of the aforementioned William 
French, quit-claimed lands in Annan for other lands in Moffat. The surname French was 
common in the parish of Crawfordjohn. 
 
In 1812, William French (c1788-1825) married Euphemia Pringle (1790-1851), a daughter of James 
Pringle in Leggatfoot. They were in Northflat and Leggatfoot. Their eldest son William (1818-1883) 
married Catherine Crawford (c1816-1877) and farmed in Muirlea. Their second son James (1820-1902) 
married Marion Tennant (c1820-1897) and was a ploughman in Northflat. The elder daughter Euphemia 
(c1813-1889) was the second wife of David Aitken (1782-1851), the blacksmith in Northflat. The younger 
daughter Elizabeth (b.1815) married James Weir from Dunsyre in 1844. 
 
Samuel French (c1859-1948), the youngest son of James French and Marion Tennant, was the tenant 
farmer in Sherifflats from about 1890. 

 
GALLOWAY – The surname comes from the district of the name, and was first 
mentioned in Lanark in 1488. For more than three centuries the Galloways were one of 
the most prolific families in the parish. 
 
John Galloway in Thankerton died in 1624. 
 
Another James Galloway died in Thankerton in 1663. Galloway girls, possibly the daughters or nieces of 
James, married George Murray and Robert Alston in the 1660s.  
 
John Galloway and his spouse Agnes Smith had a son Thomas (b.1669) and a daughter Janet (b.1771) born 
in Thankerton.  
 
William Galloway (d.1686) was the miller in Thankerton Mill. His son James Galloway (c1666-1715) 
succeeded his father as the miller. James married Marjory Murray (possibly a daughter of the Murrays in 
Thankerton Boat). They had at least nine children born up until 1715, the year that James died.  
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Their son William (1694-1767), possibly the eldest son since he succeeded his father in the Mill, married 
Catherine Lindsay (c1695-1756). Their second (?) son James (1697-1750) married Lilias Liverance and 
settled in the Thankerton where he was a wright. The youngest son Thomas (1715-1794) who married 
Elizabeth Watt was also a wright in the village.  
 
William (1694-1767) and Catherine had two sons and four daughters. The elder son James (b.1726) became 
a wright, joining his uncles in Thankerton. His spouse’s maiden name was Montgomery and they had at 
least three daughters.  

 
It was the younger son William (1733-1820) who continued as the miller at the Mill. He married Janet 
Prentice (c1739-1826) and they had four sons and three daughters born between 1765 and 1781. Their 
eldest son David (1765-1791) was the schoolmaster at Lamington. Their second daughter Agnes (b.1770) 
married John Thomson of Biggar. The second son William (1772-1849) succeeded as the miller, and was 
also recorded as a farmer. He married Helen Wilson (c1787-1849) and they had four daughters and one 
son, who died in infancy. The third son James (1776-1837) married Betty Anderson (1788-1825) in 1809 
and joined the ever growing number of members of the family who were wrights in the village. The 
youngest son Archibald (b.1781) was a handloom weaver in Thankerton. He married Marion Black in 
1813, and after her death in 1820, he married Janet Black, who could have been her younger sister. In 1866, 
at the age of 84, Archibald wrote the poem “Likes to Tinto” which is included in chapter ten in volume 1. 
 
In 1697, John Galloway in Thankerton married Helen Brown. About 1714 they moved with their children 
to Perryflats. One of their sons James (c1718-1760) was a carrier in Thankerton. He married Margaret 
Smith (d.1799) and they had seven children between 1744 and 1758, including James who drowned in a 
well in 1756 when he was four years old. 

 
Grizel Galloway married George Murray and had a daughter Helen born in Hillhead in 1719. Janet 
Galloway (c1700-1756) married William Henderson, a herd in Thankerton. They had a son William 
(b.1730) and a daughter Elizabeth (b.1734).  

 
Mary Galloway (c1692-1760) married Adam Henderson (1694-1758), a tenant in Thankerton. They had 
four sons and three daughters born between 1720 and 1735. Mary may have been a daughter of James 
Galloway and Marjory Murray. Their eldest son, Thomas Henderson (1720-1787) married Elizabeth 
Galloway (1734-1808) a daughter of William Galloway and Catherine Lindsay. Thomas was an elder in 
Thankerton and they lived in a house known as ‘Crookedhouse’.   

 
Katherine Galloway married John Kay (b.1750), the eldest son of William Kay in Perryflats. John and 
Katherine had a daughter Janet and three sons William, Thomas and Archibald born in Perryflats between 
1772 and 1779. Elizabeth Galloway married James Kay in 1775. 
 
James (1697-1750) and his spouse Lilias Liverance (1703-1760) (see earlier mention) had three sons and 
four daughters. Lilias was the second daughter of James Liverance and Marion Lindsay in Covington. Their 
son James (1728-1795) married Janet Baillie (c1733-1806) and followed in his father’s footsteps as a 
wright. James and Marion only had one son who survived to adulthood, - James (1772-1812) who married 
Margaret Scott (1772-1884). James was also a wright in Thankerton, but two of his sons moved outwith 
the village, - Thomas (b.1797), who became a wright in Parkhall and Burnbrae and Hugh (b.1808) who 
became a carpenter in Covington Oldtown. Lilias Galloway (1764-1848), the elder daughter of James and 
Janet, married William Thomson in 1794. They were in Pettinain when their children were born, but moved 
to Thankerton where William was a farmer. 

 
Thomas Galloway (1715-1794) and his spouse Elizabeth Watt (1727-1795) (see earlier mention) had eight 
children, many of whom died young. Elizabeth was the tenth daughter of John Watt in Hillhead (He had 
twenty children in total to two wives). 

 
James Galloway (c1736-1799) was a wright in Thankerton, but to which of the many Galloway families 
he belongs is not known. He married Jean Brown in 1783 and in 1830 their only known son William (1784-
1835) married Margaret Tervit (c1802-1863), the second daughter of John Tervit in Thankerton Boat. 
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William was a joiner, and the father of James Galloway (1831-1892), who succeeded his uncle Robert 
Tervit as the tenant farmer in Bagmoors. 

 
James Galloway (1776-1837), the third son of William Galloway and Janet Prentice (see earlier mention) 
was a wright in Thankerton. In 1809, he married Betty Anderson (1788-1825), a daughter of Thomas 
Anderson in Burnbrae. Their son William (b.1811) was a joiner in Newtown of Covington until about 1851 
when he moved to Loanfoot, Thankerton where he was both a joiner and farmer until he died in 1901. His 
son James (1844-1923) was a joiner and farmer in Loanfoot until he moved into Syde Farm at Carmichael. 
In 1875 James married Jane Darling (1850-1926), the second daughter of James Darling, a farmer in 
Thankerton, and Janet Millar. 
 
Thomas Galloway (b.1797), the elder son of James Galloway and Margaret Scott (see earlier mention), 
married Grizel Watson in 1838. Thomas was a wright in Parkhall and Burnbrae. Hugh Galloway (1808-
1890), the younger son of James and Margaret (see earlier mention), married Catherine Hill in 1842. Hugh 
was a carpenter in Covington Oldtown. Their son William (b.c1849) was an agricultural labourer in the 
Oldtown in 1871 (census). 

 
Katherine Galloway (b.1811), the second daughter of William Galloway and Helen Wilson (see earlier 
mention), married Alexander Carmichael in 1841. Alexander died the following year in Ripon. 

 
William Galloway in Symington Mill and his spouse Janet Watson had five sons and a daughter born 
between 1796 and 1808. William may have been the twin son (b.1762) of Thomas Galloway and Elizabeth 
Watt in Thankerton. 

 
In 1841 David Galloway (b.c1822) was a carpenter in Thankerton. In 1848, he married Elizabeth 
Anderson (c1818-1849), the mother of his illegitimate daughter Lilias born in 1842. 
 
Mary Galloway (b.1826), the youngest daughter of William Galloway and Helen Wilson, married John 
Taylor in 1851.  They had children born in Thankerton Mill.  

 
GIBSON – A Lowlands name from son of Gilbert. The surname was prolific in 
Edinburgh. Gibsons were more numerous in Pettinain and that may have been where the 
Covington Gibsons originally came from. 
 
William Gibson in Meadowflat died in 1622, and was probably a forebear of John Gibson, a later tenant 
there. He married Janet Murray and they had children born in Meadowflat between 1678 and 1691. One of 
their sons, John (c1678-1752) was also a tenant there until he moved to Hillhead about 1736 with his 
spouse Elizabeth Fisher (c1701-1751) and their five surviving children. Twin daughters were later born in 
Hillhead. Their third son James (1734-1815) was a tenant in Quothquan. His spouse was Elizabeth 
Thorburn (c1735-1775).  
 
Alexander Gibson was in Covington Mill when his spouse Agnes Lindsay died in 1669. 
 
In 1702, John Gibson (c1676-1762), a tenant and elder in St John’s Kirk, married Janet Gibson (c1680-
1755). They had seven sons and four daughters born by 1724. Their fourth and fifth sons, James (b.1718) 
and William (b.1719) were also tenants. James married Agnes Prentice before 1755. William married Mary 
Murray before 1760. 
 
John Gibson was a gardener in Covington. He and his spouse Margaret Sword had three daughters and two 
sons born from 1709 until 1719. 
 
In 1692, Agnes Gibson married James Murray, a herd in Lamington. Mary Gibson married James Storie, 
the parish schoolmaster. They had children born in Meadowflat between 1720 and 1732. Elizabeth Gibson, 
a sister to Mary, married John Murray before 1721. The tradition that the first child be born in the home of 
the maternal grandmother may indicate that the parents of Mary and Elizabeth were in Hillhead. 
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William Gibson and his spouse Catherine Vassie had a son John born in Covington Mains in 1731. 
William may have been a son (b.1694) of the John Gibson recorded in Holl in 1695. 
 
In 1779, Jean Gibson (b.1755), the elder daughter of James Gibson and Agnes Prentice, married John 
Lindsay. They had children born in Burnbrae. 
 
In 1781, Agnes Gibson (d.1825) married David Newlands (d.1807). They lived in Dubb until 1800 and in 
Burnmouth thereafter. Margaret Gibson (1759-1832) married John Lindsay (1761-1822), a farmer in 
Thankerton.  
 
James Gibson, a tenant in Holl of Warrenhill, and his spouse Jean Crawford (d.1789) had three sons 
James, John and Alexander born between 1756 and 1765. Their daughter Margaret (1759-1832) married 
John Lindsay (1761-1822), a farmer in Thankerton. 
 
John Gibson (c1741-1827) lived in Springbank. His elder son John (c1762-1847), also in Springbank, 
married Janet. His younger son Alexander (c1764-1836) married Janet Cunningham (c1778-1845). They 
lived in Braeside. In 1838, Jean Gibson (b.c1807 in Pettinain) married John Frame (b.c1807). They had 
two daughters and four sons born in Springbank. 
 
Alexander Gibson was a mason in Damside in 1766. 

 
GILBERT – Originally a forename popular in Lowland families, and the parent name of 
Gibson and Gibb. 
 
Thomas Gilbert (c1780-1854), a labourer, and his spouse Margaret Pringle (1783-1857) had three sons and 
two daughters born in Parkhall, before they moved to Leggatfoot about 1817, where they had another four 
sons. Three of their sons, Robert (b.1808), Thomas (b.1811) and William (b.1818) remained in Leggatfoot 
where they were employed as a cotton weaver, an agricultural labourer and a sawyer respectively. There 
was no record of any of the three being married. In 1852, the youngest son, Thomas Watson Gilbert (1825-
1901) married Agnes Merry (c1829-1884). They set up home in Newtown of Covington.  

 
GILCHRIST – (Gilkerson, Gilkersone). The early form of the name in Lanarkshire was 
Gilkerson, which in itself was a variation of Gilchristson. There is ample proof that by 
the 19th century, most people bearing the surname reverted to the shorter form of 
Gilchrist, which was a name in its own right. 
 
David Gilchrist and his spouse Katherine Liverance (d.1693) had children born in Burnbrae until 1726. 
Their son David (d.1758) and his spouse Janet Keddar (d.1763) had two sons and four daughters. David 
was a weaver in Hillhead and Meadowflat. Another son James (1725-1796) married Margaret Inglis 
(c1728-1792). 
 
John Gilchrist (d.1763) was a weaver in Craigburn. His spouse was Margaret Thomson. Another John 
Gilchrist and his spouse Rachel Aitken (b.1737) had three daughters and a son born in Covington Mains 
between 1762 and 1771. 
 
In 1776, John Gilchrist in Hillhead married Marion Nicol. The John Gilchrist in Northflat who married 
Janet Lindsay (d.1820) a few years later may have been the same John. 
 
Isabel Gilchrist (c1801-1837) married Thomas Galloway in Langlands, but died when their first child was 
born. In 1834, John Gilchrist married Jean Little (b.1812), the eldest daughter of James Little and Jean 
Harper in Thankerton. 
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Mary Gilchrist (b.c1836 in Portnahaven) married Robert Weir (b.1834), the son of Alexander Weir. Robert 
was a blacksmith and farmer of 15 acres in Thankerton in 1861 (census).  

 
GILKERSON – See under Gilchrist. 
 
GIRDWOOD – Of local origin from the place of that name near Carnwath. The name of 
John Girdwood was recorded at Carnwath in 1524. Thomas Girdwood (1802-1861) was a 
minister in Penicuik and was succeeded in 1862 by his son William who later became a 
missionary. 
 
John Girdwood (c1681-1752) was a herd in Covington. Charles Girdwood and Margaret Martin were 
married in Covington in 1850. William Girdwood (b.c1862 in Dunsyre) was a ploughman in Meadowflat 
Cottages in 1901 (census). 

 
GLASGOW – (Glesgow). From the old burgh of Glasgow. One of the first on record 
was John de Glasgu in 1258. 
 
Helen Glasgow (d.1627) was the spouse of Peter Brown (d.1628) in Thankerton. 
 
Margaret Glasgow married Thomas Padzen before 1716. They were in Holmbraes when their four sons 
and two daughters were born. George Glasgow was a weaver in Holmbraes. He married Agnes 
Williamson before 1738. After three sons and three daughters were born, the family moved to Nether 
Warrenhill about 1750. Isabel Glasgow married James Purdie (1718-1752), a weaver in Thankerton.  
 
Adam Murray, a weaver in Thankerton, and his spouse Agnes Glasgow had triplets born in 1752. One 
child was stillborn and the remaining two both died soon afterwards. Agnes also died at the time of the 
birth. 
 
William Glasgow (1812-1879) and his spouse Margaret Henderson (1812-1848) were in Covington Mill 
when their first two children were born. In 1871 (census) William was a surfaceman in Broadlees where he 
had lived since before 1847. 

 
GLENHOLM – From the parish of Glenholm now united with Broughton and Kilbucho. 
 
The name was never recorded in Covington, but three girls, possibly sisters, married into the parish. 
Rolland Lindsay married Marion Glenholm and had children born in Thankerton between 1710 and 1727. 
Janet Glenholm married Robert Bogle and had children born in Burnbrae in 1713 and 1715. Grizel 
Glenholm married William Bogle and had a daughter Marion born in Thankerton in 1719. 

 
GRAHAM – The surname was recorded in Lincolnshire from an early period and was a 
shortened form of Grantham, a place within that county. The Grahams were stated to be 
of Anglo Saxon origin, but were more probably from Flanders. William de Graham 
accompanied David I (1124-1153) to Scotland on his return from England and received 
from him the lands of Dalkeith and Abercorn. 
 
William Scott and his spouse Janet Graham had a daughter Janet born in Thankerton in 1674. James 
Lindsay and his spouse Margaret Graham had three sons born in Covington between 1683 and 1692. John 
Graham and his spouse Agnes Watson had twins Robert and Marion born in Cumberlandhead in 1711. 
 
Janet Graham (c1779-1837) married Richard Tweedie (c1784-1861). Richard was a farmer in Sherifflats 
before he moved to Nether Abington. 
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In 1825, George Graham, the tenant in Perryflats married Marion Lindsay (c1805-1836). They had five 
sons and a daughter before Marion died in 1836. James Graham and his wife Marion Ballantyne had a son 
James born in Burnside in 1849.  

 
GRANT – Although many would claim that the Grants were of Highland origin, all 
evidence indicates them to be of Norman origin. The Grants and the Bissets held 
adjoining lands in Nottinghamshire in the 13th century and the two families were 
intermarried. When the Bissets, who had been exiled, returned to their native Scotland, 
many of the Grants followed. Thomas Grant, a merchant of the King of Scotland was 
deposed from his office of visor of York Castle in 1252. The earliest mention of the name 
in Scotland was of Laurence le Grant and Robert le Grant in Inverness in 1258. The 
Grants were consistently Royalists and took part in many battles. In the Jacobite Risings 
the Clan supported the Hanoverian side, but the Grants of Glenmoriston supported the 
Jacobite cause. 
 
Alexander Grant married Janet Williamson before 1819 and was known to be in Nether Warrenhill from 
about 1825 until after 1834. Thomas Grant (b.c1874 in Symington) was a railway platelayer living in 
Station Cottage in 1901 (census). Alexander Grant (b.c1875 in Symington) was a postman in Thankerton 
in 1901 (census). Alexander married Isabella Irvine, a stepdaughter of William Dargie. 

 

 
Dick Grant, a local worthy, - see also page 5 

 
GRAY – First recorded in Scotland in 1248, and appears to be of French origin. John 
Gray was the mayor of Berwick from about 1250 to 1266. 
 
Margaret Gray died in 1626. She was the spouse of James Lindsay in Hillhead. Walter Gray was the 
schoolmaster in the parish (possibly Thankerton) when his son Charles was baptised in 1669. His spouse 
was Jean Liverance. 
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George Kay and his spouse Marion Gray had a daughter Eupham born in 1691. Thomas Gray and his 
spouse Janet Pret had children born in the parish from 1696 until 1706. Walter Gray married Janet Lindsay 
in 1698 and had a son John born in 1701.  
 
Thomas Gray in Covington and his spouse Margaret Fisher had two sons and three daughters born between 
1712 and 1720. John Gray and his spouse Elizabeth Gardner had a son Thomas born in Burnbrae in 1720. 
Daniel Gray was in Upper Warrenhill in 1802. 

 
GREEN – The name was given to someone who lived near a ‘village green’. Roger del 
Grene rendered homage in 1296 in Roxburghshire. 
 
Robert Green (b.c1833 in Lanark) was the farmer of sixty four acres in Perryflats from 1876 until after 
1891 (census) when he moved to the farm of Westhall at Dunsyre. He had four sons and three daughters. 
 
GREENSHIELDS – (Greinscheils, Greinscheills). A surname derived from the place of 
that name in Libberton parish and a common name in South Lanarkshire. 
 
John Greenshields and his spouse Janet Chirnside had a son John born in Wellbrae in 1735. Peter 
Greenshields married Ann Scott in 1776 and had a son John (b.1776) born in Dubb.  
 
In 1779 a marriage was recorded in the parish of David Greenshields and Elizabeth Carrick. They had 
children born in Burnside until 1789. Hugh Watson married Susan Greenshields who was possibly related 
to David, since they were also in Burnside.  
 
James Greenshields and his spouse Agnes Brown were in Braeside when their daughters Susan and Mary 
were born in 1813 and 1816.  
 
Thomas Martin (b.1830), a son of William Martin in Sykehead and Hillhead, married Catherine 
Greenshields (b.1832), the elder daughter of Thomas Greenshields in Lochlyoch. Thomas was a railway 
labourer and lived in Parkhall.  
 
Thomas Greenshields (c1853-1926) was a postman from 1871 (census) until he retired before 1901 
(census). He married Agnes Hamilton (c1853-1928). They had four sons, Robert, John, William and David 
born in Thankerton Townhead. 

 
HADDOW – (Hado, Haddo). A Lanarkshire surname first mentioned around Hamilton 
in 1603. 
 
Two early records of the name in the parish were in 1691 when William Haddow married Margaret 
Braidwood and in 1703 when Rachel Haddow married John Jamieson. Alexander Haddow in Symington 
married Margaret Slimman (c1695-1755). Margaret was in Holmbraes when she died in 1755.  
 
In 1848, John Haddow married Grace Little (b.1823), the third daughter of James Little and Jean Harper in 
Thankerton. 

 
HAMILTON – (Hamiltoune). Now recognised as a truly Lanarkshire surname. Early 
records show that the family bearing the surname were in the area prior to the place of 
that name being founded thus proving that the place was named after the family.  
Amongst the first of the family on record was Gilbert de Hamildun, who, along with his 
son Walter, was recognised as the founder of the house of Hamilton. King David I and 
Alexander II signed a number of charters at Cadzow (it only became known as Hamilton 
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about 1445) where lands were granted to their supporters. The oak forest at Cadzow may 
also have been planted by David I or Alexander II since it is known that part of the forest 
was over 800 years old. Gilbert de Hamildun was one of the vast number of followers 
who came north about the time of David I and who possibly took his name from 
Hambledon in Yorkshire.  
 
Janet Hamilton was the second wife of William Menzies in Meadowflat. They had three daughters born 
between 1712 and 1716. Mary Hamilton was the spouse of David Reid mentioned in Nether Warrenhill in 
1735 and 1737. In the same place, William Smith and Janet Hamilton had a daughter Janet born in 1754. 
 
George Hamilton (d.1809) and his spouse Mary Saddler had daughters Abigail (b.1779) and Mary (b.1783) 
born in Hillhead. James Hamilton and his spouse Margaret Saddler (c1746-1837) were in Hillhead at a 
similar time. They were probably brothers and sisters. 
 
In 1796, John Hamilton married Marion Braidwood. They may have been in Burnbrae. Their youngest son 
Hugh (1802-1863) was a carrier and grocer in Covington Newtown. He married Janet Crawford (c1801-
1881). John (1824-1895), the son of Hugh and Janet, married Marion Wilson (b.c1827 in Lamington) in 
1850. John was a railway labourer in Wellbrae in 1851 (census), but later moved outwith the parish. He 
died in Biggar in 1895. Agnes (b.1822), Marion (b.1826) and Hannah (b.1830), daughters of Hugh and 
Janet, married Peter Carse, James Chesney and George Lockhart respectively. 
 
In 1803, Janet Hamilton (c1776-1851) married Adam Lindsay (1776-1850), youngest son of Adam Lindsay 
and Janet Bishop in Thankerton. Adam was a farmer in Wellbrae and Cumberland. 
 
Elizabeth Hamilton (b.c1803 in Carluke) married John Tweddle (c1801-1880). John was in Netherton Hill 
and Pettinain before becoming the tenant in Warrenhill before 1851. 
 
Agnes Hamilton (c1853-1928) married Thomas Greenshields (c1853-1926), a postman in Thankerton. 
Allan Hamilton (b.c1872 in Moffat) was a railway guard living in Fallburn. He married Agnes Smith 
(b.1871), the second daughter of James Smith and Elizabeth Ker in Fallburn. 
 
William Hamilton (c1875-1940) lived in Cumberland Cottage.  

 
HARDIE – (Hardy). From the Old French hardi meaning bold or daring and a common 
French surname. William Hardy in Lanarkshire rendered homage in 1296. 
 
John Hardie (c1863-1919), a farm servant in Grangehall, married Jane Gibson (c1868-1945), a daughter of 
Hugh Gibson, a ploughman in Millmoor. They lived in Tinto View. Their son John (c1892-1962) was a 
farmer in Thankerton Boat. He married Margaret Burt (c1891-1975). Their two sons John (c1914-1952) 
and George (c1917-1931) predeceased them.   

 
HARPER – In early times, most important families employed a ‘harper’ who played an 
important role in the household. They also gave their names to places, e.g. Harper’s Croft 
and Harperfield. At least five individuals bearing the name were named in the Ragman 
Roll in 1296, including one in Lanarkshire, - Uchtred le Harper. 
 
In 1783, James Harper (c1754-1820) married Jane Sinclair (c1758-1836). James was a smith in 
Thankerton. His eldest daughter Jean Harper (b.1786) married James Little (b.c1786 in Tweedsmuir), a 
farmer in Thankerton. In 1812, his second daughter Grizel (1789-1863) married Mungo Crichton (c1790-
1827) in St John’s Kirk. His third daughter Hannah was a grocer in Thankerton and his fourth  daughter 
was a dressmaker in the village. 
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HENDERSON – From the original name of Henryson. The main Fife family from 
Fordell were descended from the Dumfriesshire family, of which the Liddesdale family 
may also have been descendants. Those in Caithness claim to be a sept of the Clan Gunn, 
their ancestor being Henry, a son of George Gunn “the Crowner”, in the 15th century. 
 
John Henderson in Burnbrae died in 1638. Thomas Henderson was in Thankerton when his spouse Janet 
Elder died in 1639. Adam Henderson in Thankerton died in 1643. 
 
Margaret Henderson (d.1661) was the first wife of Bernard Purdie in Thankerton. Adam Henderson and 
his spouse Elizabeth Henderson had children born in the village before 1674.  
 
Thomas Henderson and his spouse Elizabeth Wilson had children born in Thankerton between 1691 and 
1706. One of their sons, Adam Henderson (1694-1758) was a tenant in Thankerton. He married Mary 
Galloway (1692-1760) and they had at least seven children born by 1735 (see below). William Henderson 
(b.1706), another son of Thomas and Elizabeth married Janet Galloway (b.c1700-1756) and had children 
born before 1734 in Thankerton, where William was a herd. 
 
Adam Henderson (c1665-1747) was a maltman in Thankerton. He and his spouse Helen Lang (c1675-
1742) had children born between 1697 and 1715. Alexander Henderson married Grizel Henderson in 1703 
and may have been a brother to Adam. Both couples had a son named Alexander, thus making it difficult to 
determine the parentage of the Alexander Henderson (d.1770), a merchant, who married Isabel Watt 
(c1719-1769) some time before 1749. William Henderson and his spouse Lilias Murray had children born 
between 1713 and 1716.  
 
Another Adam Henderson married Marion Lindsay before 1730 and lived in the village before moving to 
Nether Warrenhill about 1733. John Henderson (c1701-1754) and his spouse Isobel Braidwood (c1713-
1783) had three sons and four daughters born between 1734 and 1746. John was a tenant farmer in 
Thankerton. Thomas Henderson (1710-1797), also a tenant and an elder in Thankerton, and his spouse 
Janet Braidwood (b.1709) had children born between 1738 and 1749. Thomas married again in 1776 to 
Marion Gilchrist (1742-1796). Both John and Thomas were thought to be sons of Adam Henderson and 
Helen Lang (see previous paragraph). Two sons of John and Isobel who remained in Thankerton were 
William (1737-1811) and Adam (1739-1793). The latter was a merchant. 
 
Thomas Henderson (1720-1787) the eldest son of Adam Henderson and Mary Galloway (see earlier 
mention), lived in a house known as Crookedhouse, occupied by his father until 1758. Thomas married 
Elizabeth Galloway (d.1808) and had a number of children including three sons, - Adam (b.1767), William 
(b.1769) and James (b.1771). William, married Agnes Forrest, and was in Covington Mains, and was 
possibly a farm labourer. James (1771-1844), the third son, was an agricultural labourer in Hillhead. In 
1799, he married Marion Baillie (1770-1825), the elder daughter of William Baillie in the Mains. The 
eldest son Adam (1767-1848) remained in Thankerton after he married Mary Archibald (c1776-1842). 
They had children born there between 1799 and 1817 and were still living in the village in 1841 (census). 
One of their sons, Adam (1809-1890) married Hannah Smith (c1817-1899) in 1837 and was a cotton 
handloom weaver and a farmer of 20 acres in Thankerton where he spent his entire life. 
 
John Henderson and his spouse Margaret Smith were in Burnbrae in 1740. William Henderson and his 
spouse Mary Nicol were in Northflat when Mary died in 1757 at the birth of her second son. James 
Henderson and his spouse Margaret Brownlee had children born in Braeside in 1785 and 1787 and in 
Upper Warrenhill in 1790. 
 
In 1786, Ann Henderson (c1747-1816) married George Muir (1751-1834), the third son of James Muir in 
Nether Warrenhill. George succeeded his father as the tenant in the farm. 
 
James Henderson, a wright in Thankerton, died in 1760. William Henderson, a wright in Thankerton, 
died in 1801, but his relationship to John was not known. William Henderson (d.1786) and his spouse Jean 
Lindsay had children born in the village between 1767 and 1774.  
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Adam Henderson and his spouse Abigail Swan had three daughters born in Hillhead between 1767 and 
1771. James Henderson married Grizel Bertram before 1815 and was in Burnside before they moved to 
Eastend about 1820.  
 
In 1827, William Henderson (c1797-1875) married Elizabeth Thomson, the daughter of James Thomson in 
Carnwath. They were in Wellbrae from 1827 until 1831; in Knowe from 1831 until 1837; in Newtown in 
1838 and from about 1840 in Thankerton where William was a handloom and drugget weaver until his 
death in 1875. Their youngest daughter Jane (1839-1917) married George Scoular (c1849-1931), a 
shoemaker, bootmaker and farmer in Thankerton in 1891 & 1901 (census). 
 
In 1836, Thomas Henderson (c1805-1858) married Margaret Slimman (1811-1880), the younger daughter 
of John Slimman and Margaret Henderson in Hillhead. Thomas was a handloom weaver in Thankerton, 
but shortly after 1841 he became a draper in Biggar. 
 
In 1829, John Henderson (c1803-1893) married Isabella Frood (1808-1887), the third daughter of Thomas 
Frood and Marion Stewart in Burnhouse Mill, Carmichael. John was a weaver in Hillhead from 1829 till 
he retired and lived in Thankerton (1891 census). Their twin son Adam Henderson (1833-1865), a 
handloom weaver in Wellbrae, married Margaret Forrest (1833-1864). Their fourth son William (b.1842) 
married Christina before 1861 and remained in Hillhead where he was an agricultural labourer (1871 
census). The family were then in Kilbucho for about 15 years before returning to the parish at Springbank 
about 1889. They had at least fifteen children over a 29 year span. Christina died when the youngest child 
was born in 1890. 
 
In 1843, John Henderson (b.c1821 in Culter) married Jean Brown (b.c1821 in Carstairs). John was a farm 
servant living in Burnbrae in 1851 (census). Thomas Henderson (b.c1852 in Peebles), a widower, was an 
agricultural labourer in Warrenhill in 1891 (census). Robert Henderson came to Eastend in 1921 where he 
was employed as a gamekeeper. He had two sons and six daughters, all born before the family came to the 
parish. 

 
HISLOP – The name was originally Heselihope (1425 in Edinburgh), Heslihope or 
Heslyhop, possibly derived from ‘hazel-hope’.  
 
Robert Hislop died in Thankerton Bridge in 1783. Helen Hislop died in Langlands in 1807. Janet Hislop 
(c1814-1885) married Angus McQuarrie (c1806-1882) before 1834. Angus was the toll collector at 
Fallburn Toll in 1861 (census) and a farmer of 11 acres in Thankerton in 1871 & 1881 (census). One of 
their sons, Donald (1837-1893) was a principal teacher at Wimbledon. Another son, James (1842-1872) 
was an MA and a student of divinity. Marion Hislop (c1814-1893) married David Somerville (c1812-1899) 
before 1839. David was a shepherd in Tweedsmuir before he moved to Covington Newtown about 1861 
where he was a merchant / grocer. 

 
HOGGAN – The first record of the name was Andrew Hoggan in Dunblane in 1686.  
 
James Hoggan (b.c1828 in Denny) was the parish minister in 1871 & 1881 (census). He married (1) 
Elizabeth Macleod (b.c1838 in Denny) and (2) Isabella Gibson (b.c1832 in Wiston).  
 
HOPE – Many places in the Borders have ‘hope’ in their name. It means a ‘hollow in a 
hill’, but has in some instances meant ‘a hill’. The name was first recorded in the 13th 
century. Perhaps the most famous family were the earls of Hopetoun, descended from 
John de Hope. 
 
James Brown and his spouse Isabella Hope had a son Charles born in Fallburn in 1796. John Hope 
(b.c1863 in Wiston) was a ploughman in Heatheryhall Cottage in 1901 (census). He married Margaret 
Smith (c1862-1935) and they had at least four sons, the third and fourth born in the parish.  
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HOW – (Howe). An Anglo name first recorded in Scotland in 1190. Recorded as How 
until the 19th century when it was more commonly spelt as Howe. The name was made 
famous by James Howe (1780-1836), born in Skirling, the son of the local minister 
William Howe and his second wife Marion Telfer. James was a famous artist, especially 
of animal subjects. He also painted a huge panorama of the Battle of Waterloo. 
 
John How and his spouse Agnes Fisher had children born in Hillhead in 1666 and 1668. Katherine How 
(b.1666) was possibly a niece to John and Agnes. Her mother was recorded as Beatrix. At a similar time 
Michael How and his spouse Janet Williamson had a son William (b.1669). James Braidwood and his 
spouse Janet How had a son James born in 1687. Catherine How, who married Mungo Young before 1709, 
was from one of the Hillhead families. 
 
In 1696, William How married Mary Scott and they had children born in Dubb until 1717. Catherine How 
(c1701-1767) married Andrew Crawford (1704-1767), the second son of John Crawford in Netherton. They 
were in Burnbrae and Perryflats. In 1733, John How married Rachel Kay in Pettinain. They had a 
daughter Mary born in Burnbrae in 1734.  

 
William How married Helen Young in 1733 in Pettinain. They were in Hillhead, Nether Warrenhill and 
Wellbrae. John Howe and Janet Lockhart had a son William born in Thankerton in 1769. James Howe 
was in Upper Warrenhill in 1795. 

 
James Howe (b.c1766) married Margaret Wilson (d.1834). They were in Eastend when their seven sons 
and two daughters were born, but had moved to Braeside by 1821. Their eldest son Thomas (1800-1841) 
was in Braeside. Their fifth son Robert (b.1813) married Catherine Stodart (b.c1802 in Covington) in 
1836. He was a farm labourer living in Eastend Lodge in 1851 (census). 
 

HOWIESON – (Howisone, Howsone, Houison, Huison). Probably derived from ‘a son 
of Hugh’. The name was first recorded in Scotland about 1450. 
  
Stephen Howieson (c1696-1780) married (1) Marion Paterson in 1718 and (2) Marion Thomson (1712-
1786) in 1741. He was a son of John Howieson in Ponfeigh and was the tenant farmer in Stonehill after his 
first marriage in 1718. He remained in that farm most of his life, but became the proprietor of St John’s 
Kirk before he died in 1780. At least two of his sons, John (b.1742) and Stephen (b.1754) were in St 
John’s Kirk. John married Marion Paterson and had two sons, Stephen (1772-1840) and James (1775-
1854), who were both recorded as farmers. Neither of the brothers was married, but two Howieson 
daughters, Mary (1770-1855) and Marion (c1778-1827) married into the Waugh family who later gained 
the ownership of St John’s Kirk. 

 
HUNTER – The surname was first recorded in Scotland in 1124. The earliest family 
were the Hunters of Hunterston who gave their name to the place and were thought to be 
of Norman origin. 
 
Marion Hunter married John Alston, a constable in Thankerton in 1707. Agnes Hunter married John 
Fisher in Thankerton before 1708. 
 
In 1832, James Hunter (b.c1799 in Drumelzier) married Isabella Core (b.c1808), the fourth daughter of 
David Core in Wellbrae. James was a farm servant in Hillhead, Carluke, Carnwath and Low Warrenhill, 
the latter in 1851 (census). In 1849 James Hunter married Agnes McMorran. Alexander Hunter (b.c1821 in 
Inverkeithing) was the parish schoolmaster at Covington in 1861, 1871 & 1881 (census).  

 
HUTCHISON – The earliest record of the name in Scotland was in Glasgow in 1454. 
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Alexander Hutchison in Upper Warrenhill and his spouse Christian Robison had a son John (b.1715) and 
a daughter Elizabeth (b.1718). John Hutchison was a shoemaker in Langlands. He and his spouse Marion 
Aitken had children born there until 1807. John died in 1813. John Hutchison was an agricultural labourer 
in Low Warrenhill in 1841 (census). His wife was Janet Stodart (c1798-1844). Janet was in Braeside 
when she died. 
 
Thomas Hutchison (c1839-1916) was a farmer in Tinto View in 1901 (census). He had previously been an 
agricultural labourer in Cormiston and Coulter. His son Thomas was a merchant in Thankerton. 
 

 
This postcard was published by Thomas Hutchison, Merchant, Thankerton. 

The message on the reverse is in French written by a French girl named Marguerite 
 

 
Kitty Hutchison held the Sunday School in her house in Thankerton when the weather  

was too severe in the winter for the Thankerton children to travel to Covington. 
Back Row: Margaret Edge, Margaret Crawford, Marie Hutchison, Elizabeth O’Brien, Kitty Hutchison’ 

Frazer Pottie 
Middle Row: Ann Watson, Christine McGie, Robert Roberts 

Front Row: Tom Alexander, Anthea Yates, Susan Grant 
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INGLIS – (Inglish). A name that has been in Scotland since the 12th century, and 
originally meant a person from England. A stone coffin in Douglas St. Bride’s 
churchyard bears the inscription “The sepulchre of the Inglises in Braidlie 1432”. The 
Inglis family were loyal supporters of the Douglases, and tradition has it that the Inglis 
Aisle in the roofless part of the old church was given to them as a burial place by the 
Douglas family.  
 
Thomas Braidwood and his spouse Janet Inglis had a son William born in Perryflats in 1710. Margaret 
Inglis (c1728-1792) married James Gilchrist (1725-1796), a son of David Gilchrist and Katherine 
Liverance. David Bertram (c1740-1804) and his spouse Helen Inglis (c1742-1830) had children born in 
Braeside between 1769 and 1776.  
 
James Lindsay and his spouse Margaret Inglis had a daughter Agnes born in Dubb in 1779. James Sinclair 
(d.1797) and his spouse Abigail Inglis (d.1804) were in Thankerton Bridge. 
 
William Inglis and his spouse Alison Deans had two daughters Alison (b.1803) and Marion (b.1806) born 
in Hillhead. James Inglis (b.c1777 in Culter) was a mason in Braeside in 1851 (census). 
 
William Inglis (b.c1812) was an agricultural labourer in Hillhead. He may have been a son of William and 
Alison. His wife was Mary Gordon (b.c1817). Alexander Inglis (b.c1839 in Biggar) was an agricultural 
labourer in Thankerton in 1871 (census).  
 
David Inglis (b.1866), the eldest son of William Inglis and Elizabeth Stodart in Howgate, was a shoemaker 
in Thankerton. He married (1) Helen Weir (c1868-1897), a daughter of Thomas Weir in Townhead, 
Carmichael and (2) Jane Haynes (c1868-1933). As the need for local shoemakers declined, David then 
supplemented his income by repairing bicycles. Beatrice Inglis (c1868-1952), a daughter of William and 
Elizabeth in Howgate married John Stodart (c1862-1901). They lived in Thankerton Townhead.     

 
IRVINE – (Irving). There were two origins of this name. The first from the parish of 
Irving in Dumfriesshire and the second from Irvine in Ayrshire. Most families bearing the 
name have Dumfriesshire ancestors, even although their name may be spelt Irvine. There 
is proof that many Irvings have through time changed their name to Irvine. 
 

 
This photograph which came from the Irvine family is thought to be of the coal merchant 
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In 1723 in Pettinain, William Irvine from Covington married a girl called Elizabeth. In 1839, Janet Irvine 
married George White. They had a son John born in Burnbrae in 1846. 
 
In 1839, James Irvine (b.c1797 in Douglas) married Marion Lindsay (b.1812), the eldest daughter of James 
Lindsay and Isobel Black in Wellbrae and Covington Mains. James was an agricultural labourer in 
Muirhouse Cottage in 1851 (census). In 1861, 1871 & 1881 (census) he was a coal agent living in 
Thankerton. Isabella Irvine b.c1873 in Thankerton), a granddaughter of James and Marion married 
Alexander Grant (b.c1875 in Symington), a postman in Thankerton Townhead in 1901 (census).  

 
JACK – Considered a variant of John, but more correctly of James, from the French 
Jacques. 
 
John Jack was a weaver in Nether Warrenhill. He married Christian Niven before 1744 and had children 
born until 1755.   

 
JACKSON – The name Jack was a variant of James (Jacques in French) although it is 
now wrongly used as a pet name for John. In England, Jackson referred to ‘the son of 
James’ or the ‘son of Jack’. In Scotland the name Jamieson was used for the ‘son of 
James’. 
 
John Jackson (1843-1918), the son of Lawrence Jackson and Barbara Willison in Culter, was a market 
gardener in Millands Cottage. About 1869 John married Ann Rodger (1849-1919). They had three sons 
and seven daughters born when John was an agricultural labourer at Lochlyoch and in Pettinain. Their 
eldest son Lawrence (c1876-1907) was a stone quarryman. Their second son Robert (c1878-1944) was a 
postman. 

 
JAMIESON – (Jameson). The name comes from the ‘son of James’ and has been 
recorded in Scotland from the early 15th century. 
 
James Jamieson had a son Alexander born in 1668 in Thankerton. In 1703, John Jamieson married Rachel 
Haddow. William Purdie and his spouse Catherine Jamieson had at least four sons born in Thankerton 
between 1713 and 1724. 
 
In 1731, John Jamieson, a smith in Thankerton, married Elizabeth Badie, the daughter of Thomas Badie in 
Drumalbin. They had children born in the village until 1749. Jean Jamieson married John Alston of 
Symington in 1795. 

 
JOHNSTON - (Johnstoun). The spelling of Johnstone without the ‘e’ was used by the 
Aberdeenshire branch of the Dumfriesshire Johnstones. The name Johnston is a separate 
name from Johnstone, but over the years, especially when many people could not read or 
write, it was left to others to write the name as they thought it should be, and so there was 
much confusion between the correct spelling of both names. 
 
Robert Johnston and his spouse Margaret Kay had children born in Burnside between 1834 and 1837. 
 
JOHNSTONE – (Johnstoune). A Dumfriesshire family whose progenitors were 
Normans. They took the same route to Scotland (settling in Yorkshire for a time) as their 
overlords, the Bruce family who later granted them land in Annandale. The family can be 
traced back to Gilbert, the son of John, whose name appeared in Charters between 1195 
and 1215. Other territorial Johnstone families were found at Humbie in East Lothian and 
at Perth. Within the parish both spellings of the name (with and without the ‘e’) were 
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found. The Registrar would very often be left to spell the name as he thought correct. The 
fact that the same family had different spellings from one baptism to another is ample 
proof of that fact.  
 
William Johnstone, a tenant in Holl of Cumberland and his spouse Agnes Young had a son Alexander 
born in 1692. John was a constable in the parish in 1707.  Thomas Kay and his spouse Marion Johnstone 
had children born in Holl of Cumberland from 1722 until 1729. Marion was probably a daughter of 
William and Agnes. 
 
In 1826, Helen Johnstone (b.c1801 in Kirkconnel) married Thomas Smith (b.c1807 in Carnwath). Thomas 
was an agricultural labourer and a weaver in Thankerton. In 1836 there was mention of a marriage in the 
parish between Richard Johnstone and Janet Vassie. 
 
James Johnstone (c1829-1899) was a blacksmith in Thankerton in 1871 & 1881 (census). He was 
recorded as a farmer in 1891 (census) 
 
Thomas Johnstone (1871-1923), the eldest son of James Johnstone and Elizabeth Stewart in Muirkirk, was 
the farmer in Covington Mains from 1893, the year he married Janet Prentice (1862-1955), the fifth 
daughter of Thomas Prentice and Mary Scott in Burnhouse, Carmichael. Their eldest son James (1899-
1991) was unmarried. Their second son Thomas (1901-1993) married Minnie Thomson and was 
headmaster at Lanark Grammar School and Harthill High School. Their third son William (1905-1986) 
married Margaret Fleming (1903-1981) and was the farmer in Hillhead. Their youngest son John (1907-
1968) married Betsy Mann and was the farmer in Auchrobert.  
 
Thomas and Janet had three daughters, Elizabeth died at the age of sixteen, Mary who died in infancy and 
Margaret (Meg) who was unmarried and lived with her widowed mother in Covington Mains. Meg was a 
local worthy with an ever open door both at the Mains and later in her cottage in Covington Newtown.  
She was very jocular, a characteristic of all the Johnstone family, and often remarked that even with an 
open door she had been unable to entice a man into her life. 
 

 
Meg Johnstone (1903-1991) Covington Mains 
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KAY – A name that originated in the Yorkshire, Lincolnshire and Fenland areas, and first 
mentioned in Scotland in the fourteenth century. 
 
James Kay (d.1673) in Hillhead and his spouse Isabel Fisher had a daughter Agnes born in 1667. George 
Kay and his spouse Katherine Lamb (d.1681) had daughters Rachel and Katherine born in Hillhead in 
1664 and 1667. James and George would very likely have been brothers. 
 
Rachel Kay, the spouse of James Lindsay the Younger (d.1696) in Thankerton died in 1661. Marion Kay 
(c1636-1698) married John Lamb (c1629-1692) in Eastfield of Covington.  
 
Between 1691 and 1698, children were born to George, Archibald and John Kay in Hillhead. Archibald’s 
spouse was Rachel Kay and John married Janet Liverance in 1691. John Kay (b.1695), a carrier in 
Perryflats and Covington, was a son of Archibald and Rachel. He married Jean Muir and they were the 
parents of four sons and eight daughters. 
 
James Kay (c1685-1765) was a smith in Leggatfoot. His spouse was Agnes Thripland.  At Clowburn in 
1713, George Kay married Grizel Padzen. They had children born in Warrenhill. James Kay, a weaver in 
Wellbrae, and his spouse Janet Tweddale had a son John (b.1717) and a daughter Mary (b.1719). 
 
Thomas Kay (d.1743), a tenant in Hillhead, and his spouse Margaret Watt (c1697-1751) had five sons and 
three daughters. Thomas and Margaret are buried in Pettinain Churchyard. 
 
John Kay (b.1695), a son of Archibald Kay in Hillhead, married Jean Muir. He was a carrier in Perryflats 
until 1730 and was thereafter in Covington Oldtown. John and Jean had four sons and eight daughters. 
Their second son William (1721-1761) married Beathiah Kay and had two sons and two daughters born in 
Perryflats before they moved to Upper Warrenhill about 1756 where another two sons were born. 
William’s brother Archibald (1723-1781) also moved to Upper Warrenhill at a similar time.  
 
John (1750-1791), the eldest son of William and Beathiah, married Katherine Galloway and remained in 
Perryflats where they had a daughter and three sons born between 1772 and 1779. John moved to Upper 
Warrenhill about 1781, after the death of his uncle Archibald. Maurice (1757-1829), the third son of 
William and Beathiah, married Isobel Ellis and was in Perryflats, but some time after 1802, moved to 
Wester Meadowflat, and later to Braeside. 
 
Thomas Kay and his spouse Marion Johnstone had children born in Holl of Cumberland between 1722 
and 1729. Marion Kay (d.1758) married John Lindsay (c1688-1755) before 1733. They had children born 
in Covington Mains, Dubb, Perryflats, Meadowflat and Upper Warrenhill.  
 
William Kay and his spouse Helen Forrest (d.1760) were in Wellbrae and Meadowflat. Archibald Kay 
died in Nether Warrenhill in 1756. George Kay (c1686-1757) married Mary Smith (d.1763) in 1742. 
They had children born in Meadowflat until 1751.  
 
Alexander Lindsay (d.1783), married to Rachel Kay, was in Hillhead and Upper Warrenhill between 
1748 and 1783. William Lindsay (c1719-1760) was also married to a Rachel Kay. They had children born 
in Meadowflat between 1757 and 1760. 
 
Elizabeth Kay was the first wife of Thomas Purdie (d.1788) in Hillhead and Covington Mains. Thomas 
had seven children by Elizabeth and five by his second wife Martha Scott. Grizel Kay (d.1782) was the first 
wife of Robert Ker (1749-1831) in Craigburn.   
 
James Kay (d.1789) and his spouse Janet Young (d.1783) had five sons born in Cumberlandhead and 
Knowe. Thomas Kay married Jean Templeton (b.1770), the elder daughter of David Templeton in Eastend. 
They lived in Parkhall and had at least eight children born by 1806. In 1816, Elizabeth Kay in Covington 
married John Robertson. They lived in Carmichael Boat, and John may have been a shoemaker, the trade of 
his two eldest sons. 
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KEDDAR – (Kedder, Kedar). A Lanarkshire name, possibly from the place Cadder. The 
earliest record of the name in Scotland was in the parish of Thankerton in 1598. 
 
Andrew Keddar was in St John’s Kirk when his spouse Beigis Broun died about 1598.  
 
James Keddar and his spouse Margaret Geddes had a son James born in the parish in 1709.  
 
Before 1740, David Gilchrist, a weaver in Hillhead and Meadowflat, married Janet Keddar, who was very 
probably a daughter of James. They had two sons, David (b.1740) and William (b.1748) and four 
daughters, Marion (b.1742), Helen (b.1744), Agnes (b.1751) and Margaret (b.1754). 

 
KER – See under Kerr. 
 
KERR – (Ker). An old Borders surname. The Lothian branch of the family spells the 
name Kerr and the Roxburgh branch Ker. Some bearing the name Kerr are traditionally 
thought to have descended from two brothers of Anglo-Norman origin who settled in 
Roxburgh. However the name would appear to have been in the area prior to their arrival 
and may be derived from a Celtic word meaning strength. 
 

 
Walter Kerr, shepherd at Fallburns – photo taken at Langlands 

 
Robert Ker (1749-1831) was the tenant in Craigburn. He married (1) Grizel Kay in 1777, (2) Jean Bertram 
in 1782, and (3) Helen Gowans in 1790. He had two sons and two daughters to Grizel, two sons to Jean and 
four sons and four daughters to Helen.  
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Elizabeth Ker (c1843-1917) married James Smith (c1842-1922), a shepherd in Fallburn. John Kerr 
(b.c1864 in Stobo) was an agricultural labourer in Langlands in 1901 (census). Walter (Wattie) Kerr, 
possibly a son of John, was the shepherd in Fallburn for many years. 

 
LAING – From the same origin as the name Lang. Both derived from the Old English 
lang meaning long or tall. 
 
William Laing had a son James born in 1714 and may have been the same William recorded in Covington 
Mains in 1727. John Laing had a daughter Marion born in 1717 in Leggatfoot.  
 
William Laing and his spouse Margaret White had a daughter Elizabeth born in 1740 in Hillhead. George 
Laing was a weaver in Nether Warrenhill in 1747 and 1750. His spouse was Agnes Williamson. Another 
George Laing and his spouse Marion Nicol were in Hillhead. Their first child Janet was born in Nether 
Warrenhill in 1747. John Laing and his spouse Rachel Kay were in Meadowflat in 1763 and 1767. This 
may have been the same Rachel that was married to William Lindsay (c1719-1760) and had children born 
in Meadowflat between 1757 and 1760, the year that William died. 

 
LAMB – (Lambe). The name is a personal one, first mentioned in Scotland in 1288 in 
Berwickshire. The surname was very common in the neighbouring parishes of 
Carmichael and Pettinain, but may in fact have been in the parish of Covington earlier. 
 
John Lamb (c1629-1692) was in Eastfield of Covington. His spouse was Marion Kay (c1636-1698).  
George Kay in Hillhead married Katherine Lamb before 1664. Thomas Lamb and his spouse Isabel Muir 
had a son James born in Perryflats about 1664. Helen Lamb (d.1757) married John Scott (c1684-1753), a 
wright in Meadowflat and Knowe. 
 
George Lamb (1727-1800), the second son of William Lamb and Janet Hunter in Drumalbin, married Jean 
Somerville (c1736-1807). George was the tenant in Langlands, where his three sons were born. The eldest 
son John (b.1774) was a farmer in Crookboat. The second son William (b.1776) was the minister at 
Pettinain and Carmichael. Mary Lamb (1730-1801), a sister to George, married James Lindsay (c1724-
1773). James was the tenant in Langlands before George Lamb. 

 
LANG – From the same origin as the name Laing. Both derived from the Old English 
lang meaning long or tall. 
 
Helen Lang (c1675-1742) married Adam Henderson (c1665-1747), a maltman in Thankerton. John Lang 
died in Burnside in 1806. 
 
David Lang (d.1826) was the schoolmaster and legion clerk in Covington. He was mentioned in the letter 
written by Robert Burns in 1786 to George Reid on his return from Edinburgh after having spent a night at 
Covington Mains.  

 
LAURIE – (Lawrie, Lowrie, Lourie). A diminutive of Laurence, the name was first 
recorded in Scotland in Berwickshire. The four spellings of this surname were all 
recorded in the parish, very often individuals having their name spelt differently from 
year to year. 
 
William Laurie in Thankerton died in 1639.  
 
Janet Laurie, the spouse of James Lindsay in Thankerton, died about 1661. Robert Laurie married Helen 
Alston in 1702. Their second son George (1709-1760), like his father, was a tenant in Thankerton. George 
married Janet Forrest. Their eldest son John (b.1738) married Isabel Kay. 
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Thomas Laurie (c1676-1727) and his spouse Barbara Henderson (c1680-1746) had four sons and four 
daughters born in Thankerton. Their second son, Alexander (1711-1792) was a merchant in Quothquan. 
His spouse was Isobel Henderson (1741-1774). 
 
John Lourie died in Leggatfoot before 1780. George Lourie in Leggatfoot died in 1780 and his spouse 
Janet Forrest died in 1785. James Lourie died in Covington Mains in 1783. 
 
William Laurie and his spouse Jean Lithgow had a son James (b.1775) and a daughter Agnes (b.1780) born 
in Hillhead. 
 
Before 1789, Janet Lawrie (c1764-1808) married Alexander Purdie (c1767-1824), a son of Alexander 
Purdie and Janet Scott in Thankerton. They were in Dubb until 1792 and in Covington Mains until 1808. 
Janet died in 1808, shortly after the birth of her twelfth child, a daughter Mary. Alexander died in Syracuse, 
USA, in 1824. In 1796, John Lawrie in Thankerton Bridge, married Marion Galloway.  
 
Thomas Lawrie (b.c1857 in Lesmahagow) was a railway platelayer in 1891 (census) and a railway 
inspector in 1901 (census). He married Jane Cooper (b.c1862 in Carstairs) and they lived in Railway 
Cottage. William Lawrie (b.c1867 in Biggar) was an agricultural labourer living in Hillhead Cottage in 
1891 (census).   

 
LAWRIE – See under Laurie 
 
LAWSON – From ‘the son of Law’ which was a diminutive of Lawrence. First mention 
of the name in Scotland was in Biggar in 1296 when Richard Lawson rendered homage. 
In 1370 another Richard Lawson was canon of St Giles. 
 
James Lawson (d.1624) and his spouse Bessie Aitken (d.1621) were in Meadowflat. 
 
In 1694, William Lawson married Margaret Cuthbertson. Robert Lawson in Hillhead married (1) Agnes 
Liddell (d.1752) and (2) Elizabeth Muir. In 1753, James Lawson married Janet Aitken. They were in 
Hillhead and Leggatfoot. James Lawson and his spouse Jean Miller (c1745-1835) were in Braeside.  
 
David Lawson and his spouse Elizabeth Affleck (b.1827 in Eastend) had a son William born in Langlands 
in 1854. John Lawson (b.c1823 in Broughton) was an agricultural labourer in Burnmouth in 1871 
(census).  
 
William Lawson (c1876-1963) in Muirhouse married Helen Howieson (c1882-1943). 

 
LEIPER – (Leaper). An occupational name from the Old English leapere, a basket-
maker. A leap was a basket made of rush or sedge.  
 
Thomas Leiper in Thankerton died in 1690. John Leiper was a tailor in Thankerton. In 1703 he married 
Agnes Brown. Their son John (b.1713) was also a tailor in the village and in Perryflats. John married 
Agnes Smith, and in 1782, one of their daughters, Agnes (1758-1846), married Alexander Waugh (c1744-
1819), a tenant in Thankerton. 

 
LEVINGSTON – (Levingstoune, Levingstoun, Levingstone, Livingstoune, Livingstoun, 
Livingston). A Saxon named Leving or Leuing settled in Scotland under David I. He 
received a grant of land in West Lothian which he called Levingestun. Turstan, a son of 
Leving, had two sons, Alexander and William, who were mentioned as witnesses to 
charters between 1165 and 1214. Not all present day Livingstons are descended from 
Leving. In later years the MacLeays of Appin tended to anglisize their name to 
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Livingstone. One of their descendants was the missionary and traveller David 
Livingstone. Andrew de Levingston of Lanarkshire appeared on the Ragman Roll in 
1296. There is no doubt that the Levingstons of Belstane who farmed the Lands of 
Warrenhill, were descendants of Leving, as their name was spelt with the ‘E’ (later 
changed to an ‘I’) and also it was much later that the MacLeays adopted the name. 
Alexander Levingston was the minister at Carmichael between 1640 and 1650. About 
the same time, William Levingston was the minister in Lanark and was from a local 
family, the Levingstons of Jerviswood. 

 
In 1430, John Levingston (from the Belstane family of that name) was a vassal in Warrenhill to Robert, 
Lord Maxwell. In time, the Levingston family became owners of Warrenhill, where the family remained 
until Alexander Levingston sold the lands to Sir George Lockhart of Lee some time after 1637, the year 
that he had acquired Meadowflat from the Carmichaels. Twice during the Levingston tenancy of 
Warrenhill, the Lindsays of Covington tried to claim ownership. The Maxwells took court action, and won 
on both occasions. The Lindsays had previously made unsuccessful claims to the land.  
  
Before 1684, Elizabeth Livingston married Charles Lindsay in Covington. In 1698, Mary Livingstone 
married George Lindsay of Crossridge. In 1705, Marion Livingstone married William Lithgow. 
 
LIGHTBODY – A descriptive name. All early records of the name were in the south of 
Scotland. 
 
Alexander Lightbody and his spouse Jane Crawford were in Upper Warrenhill when their son John 
(b.1732) and daughter Marion (b.1734) were born. James Lightbody and his spouse Janet Moffat (c1769-
1835) were in Braeside.  
 
Elizabeth Lightbody (c1772-1800) was the first wife of Alexander Smith (c1774-1810), a weaver in 
Thankerton. Ann Lightbody (c1776-1824) married Thomas Muir (c1770-1849), a servant in St John’s 
Kirk. Marion Lightbody (c1782-1851) married Alexander Brownlee (1789-1852), an agricultural labourer 
in Meadowflat and Alleyhead. 
 
In 1829, James Lightbody in Libberton, married Agnes Lindsay of Covington. 

 
LINDSAY – (Lyndsay, Lindesey). There are two claims to the derivation of this name. 
(1) From a Norman place named De Limesay. (2) From the division of Lincolnshire 
named Lindsey. The second derivation appears the most likely, since the Lincolnshire 
name was in use in 627AD, more than four centuries before the Normans invaded Britain. 
The name was first recorded in Scotland in 1124. Sir Walter de Lindsay accompanied 
Prince David (later King David I) when he took possession of the Principality of 
Cumbria. The main family in the area were the Lindsays of Covington, descendants of 
the Lindsays of Crawford Castle. 
 
The earliest Lindsay recorded was John, the son of Sir Philip Lindsay, who married the heiress to 
Covington some time previous to 1366. There were several marriages between the Lindsays and the 
Flemings, two of the most important families in the area. Margaret, a daughter of a John Lindsay in 
Covington, was the second wife of Robert Lord Fleming who died in 1494. 
 
About 1420, the Lindsay family gained possession of the Barony of Covington from the Keith family who 
had been granted the land by Robert the Bruce. The Lindsays, who had been sub vassals to the Keiths 
during the 14th century, appeared to be a family with great ambitions, which they achieved not always by 
the fairest of means (see chapter one). Between the 14th century and the early part of the 17th century, they 
were involved in numerous lawsuits and court battles, very often finishing on the losing side, so much so, 
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that they appeared to take the law into their own hands. They were described as a wild bunch, who stole 
cattle, burned other peoples property, murdered those who crossed their path and generally putting their 
neighbours in a state of alarm. 
 
John Lindsay who died in 1550 was married to Christian Dalzell. He had two sons, John and Bernard, and 
two illegitimate sons, John and Rolland (d.1623). The eldest son John (d.1602) was heir to his father. He 
married Marion Somerville (d.1605). John fell foul of the law and was imprisoned in Edinburgh for a time. 
When he died in 1602, it was his grandson John who was heir to the Barony. He married Agnes Fleming, 
the only daughter and heiress to John Fleming of Bord. 
 
When John died in 1623, he was succeeded by his son George, who was the laird for only six years as he 
died in 1629. George married Lady Rachel Fleming.  John Lindsay, the eldest son of George and Rachel 
was the next laird, but he died at a relatively young age in 1646 and the ownership of the Barony then 
passed to his brother William, later to become Sir William. These later generations of the family were more 
law abiding, as can be seen by the fact that Sir William was appointed a Justice of the Peace in 1663. He 
married Martha Lockhart, daughter of Sir James Lockhart of Lee. Sir William (d.1679) squandered the 
family’s assets and was forced to sell his lands. The barony was sold to Sir George Lockhart, the President 
of the Court of Session, who had already bought the lands of Meadowflat and Warrenhill. 
 
The Lindsay name was common in the parish. Although many Lindsays would be descended from the main 
family, others may have had ancestors who were vassals to the Lindsays of Crawford and who took their 
name from their superiors. 
 
James Lindsay the elder and James Lindsay the younger (d.1696) were both in Thankerton at a similar 
time. Janet Laurie, spouse of James the elder, and Rachel Kay, spouse of James the younger, both died 
about 1661. Rolland Lindsay was also in the village when his spouse Bessie Spence died about 1662. 
Rolland then married Janet Hilston (d.1683) and had a daughter Margaret born in 1667. Thomas Lindsay 
and his spouse Elizabeth Carmichael had children born in 1668 and 1670, and an Alexander Lindsay died 
in Thankerton in 1708. 
 
James Lindsay (d.c1626) and his spouse Margaret Gray (d.c1626) were in Hillhead. Rolland Lindsay 
(d.1685) and his spouse Catherine Smith had daughters born in Hillhead in 1665 and 1667. 
 
John Lindsay and his spouse Katherine Lithgow had children born in Warrenhill from 1664 until 1669. 
Thomas Lindsay and his spouse Marion Lindsay were in Cumberland at a similar time. 
 
William Lindsay and his spouse Elizabeth Stodart (d.1679) were in Hillhead. In 1703, their son William 
married Marion Scott and had children born in Hillhead until 1720. William Lindsay, a tenant in Hillhead, 
married Elizabeth Robison and had six daughters and two sons born between 1736 and 1746. Another 
William Lindsay in Hillhead married Christian Morrison and had daughters born in 1741 and 1747. Either 
William could have been the son born in 1707 to William and Marion. 
 
Between the years of 1683 and 1699, a number of Lindsays were recorded in the parish, but no specific 
place was given. Four of those were - James Lindsay and his spouse Margaret Graham; Charles Lindsay 
and Elizabeth Livingston; William Lindsay and Elizabeth Smith; and James Lindsay and Helen Sibbald.  
 
John Lindsay and his spouse Janet Tod had children born in Northflat between 1694 and 1705. John 
Lindsay and Elizabeth Smith (c1679-1753) had children born in Hillhead until 1720, but some time after 
that date moved to Northflat. 
 
Between the years of 1693 and 1697, James Lindsay in Thankerton had three daughters and a son. In 
1694, William Lindsay married Marion Cuthbertson (b.1675), the youngest daughter of William 
Cuthbertson in Thankerton. They had at least eight children born by 1712. 
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James Lindsay and Elizabeth Smith were in Thankerton when children were born in 1708 and 1710, but 
probably had children born earlier. Their son George (1708-1778) was a farmer in Thankerton. He 
married Janet Henderson (c1703-1781).  
 
Rolland Lindsay and his spouse Marion Glenholm had children born in the parish between 1710 and 1727. 
Thomas Lindsay and his spouse Euphemia Kellie were recorded in Wellbrae in 1714 and 1716.  
 
James Lindsay (1682-1760) was the first Lindsay in Meadowflat. He married Margaret Kay (d.1762) and 
had two sons, William and John. William (1720-1760) married Rachel Kay and had children born in 
Meadowflat between 1757 and 1760. Rachel may have been the same Rachel who married John Laing 
before 1763 and had children born in Meadowflat. The second son John Lindsay (1722-1811) succeeded 
his brother as tenant in Meadowflat. He married Marion Scott (d.1814). Their eldest surviving son Hugh 
(1765-1839) succeeded his father in the farm. In 1794, he married Janet Prentice, a daughter of Archibald 
Prentice and Margaret Prentice in Covington Mains. The youngest son William (b.1767) married Margaret 
French (c1771-1840) and lived in Wester Meadowflat and later Perryflats. 
 
Hugh Lindsay and Janet Prentice had two sons and four daughters. In 1833, the elder son Hugh (1798-
1864) married Lilias Paterson (c1801-1885). Hugh succeeded his uncle John Prentice as farmer in 
Covington Mains. The younger son John (1803-1860) was the farmer in Meadowflat. He was unmarried, 
and after his death, his nephew Hugh, the son of Hugh in Covington Mains, returned to farm Meadowflat. 
Hugh (1838-1917) married Helen Paterson (1848-1915), the only daughter of William Paterson and 
Margaret Denholm in Harleyholm and Scotston. Hugh farmed Meadowflat until 1894, when, after he was 
unable to agree a rent with the proprietor, he and Helen moved to Corstorphine. When Hugh died in 1917, 
he was Secretary of the Farmers’ Supply Association of Scotland, Ltd (for more on Hugh Lindsay, see 
chapter in volume 1 entitled ‘Eminent People of the Parish’). 
 
John Lindsay, a mason in Meadowflat, married Catherine Aitken (c1692-1765). They had three sons born 
between 1721 and 1727. 
 
James Lindsay (c1687-1758), a tenant in Thankerton Townhead, married Margaret Sandilands. They had 
two sons and a daughter born between 1724 and 1728. William Lindsay and his spouse Margaret Purdie 
had children born between 1725 and 1731.  
 
Thomas Lindsay married Margaret Braidwood (c1697-1752) before 1729. They had children born in 
Leggatfoot until 1741. 
 
John Lindsay (c1688-1755) and his spouse Janet Kay (d.1758) were in Dubb, Perryflats, Meadowflat and 
Upper Warrenhill.  
 
James Lindsay (d.1760), a millman in Thankerton, and his spouse Marion Henderson had a son Adam 
born in 1730. John Lindsay married Marion Liverance (b.c1711) and had children born in Thankerton in 
1735 and 1736. 
 
Thomas Lindsay (c1695-1760), a tenant in Thankerton, married Henrietta Barrie (c1711-1752). They had 
at least nine children born from before 1730 until 1750. One of their sons, John (1738-1793) married Jean 
Sharp (c1744-1808) and lived in Burnmouth.  
 
James Lindsay (d.1760), a mealman in Thankerton, married Jean Robison before 1734. They had four 
sons and five daughters born by 1753.  
 
James Lindsay (c1714-1760), a tenant farmer in Thankerton, married Marion Tweedie (c1715-1780) 
before 1742 and had two sons and six daughters born by 1756. John Lindsay, another tenant in the village 
married Mary Gibson before 1743. They had two sons and three daughters born by 1750.  
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John Lindsay, a mealman in Thankerton, married Mary Purdie (c1717-1762) before 1747 and moved to 
Perryflats about 1754. William Lindsay (d.1795) was a mealman in Thankerton, but after his marriage to 
Margaret Paterson before 1753, he moved to Perryflats.  
 
William Lindsay (c1702-1788), a joiner in Lamington, married (1) Henrietta Scott (c1712-1758) and (2) 
Janet Braidwood (c1737-1808). 
 
Alexander Lindsay (d.1783) married Rachel Kay before 1748. They were in Hillhead in 1751, but by 1758 
were in Upper Warrenhill. 
 
William Lindsay was a sub tenant in Hillhead some time after he married Helen Lindsay. He died in 1764. 
A George Lindsay died in Hillhead in 1801. A John Lindsay in Meadowflat died in 1785.  
  
 
John Lindsay (c1727-1806) was a farmer in Sherifflats. His spouse was Helen Todd (c1737-1816). Their 
son James (c1761-1835) married Elizabeth Smith (c1787-1867). They had four sons and three daughters. 
The youngest daughter, born in 1834, some time after the others, was born in Symington. The three eldest 
sons, John (1812-1863), James (b.1812) and Thomas (1814-1853) were the farmers in Sherifflats in 1851 
(census). Alexander Lindsay (1817-1887) who was a surgeon in Lesmahagow, was thought to be a son of 
James and Elizabeth. 
 
In 1761, James Lindsay (c1724-1773) married Mary Lamb (1730-1801) from Drumalbin. James was a 
tenant in Thankerton and moved to Langlands about a year before he died. 
 
Adam Lindsay (d.1803) was a shoemaker in Thankerton. He married (1) Anna Smith (d.1760) and (2) 
Janet Bishop (d.1814). He had a son to Anna, and three daughters and three sons to Janet. In 1807, Adam 
and Janet’s son Robert (1774-1840) married his cousin Janet Bishop (c1779-1853) and they had seven 
children, including William (b.1821) who in 1845 married Ann Newbigging (b.1821). Adam Lindsay 
(1776-1850), another son of Adam and Janet married Janet Hamilton in 1803 and lived at Wellbrae. In 
1847, George (b.1815), the younger son of Adam and Janet, married Janet Muir (b.c1825 in Lanark). 
George was a weaver in Cumberland and Meadowflat Cottage. Adam Lindsay (1850-1927), the son of 
George and Janet, was in St John’s Kirk. He married Barbara Brown (c1849-1926).  
 
John Lindsay (1749-1805) and his spouse Abigail Swan (c1745-1812) had a son and seven daughters born 
in Hillhead between 1774 and 1791. Abigail had a previous marriage to Adam Henderson, with whom she 
had three daughters. 
 
In 1775, John Lindsay in Cumberland married Margaret Muir. Their son George (b.1776) was an 
agricultural labourer in Knowe and Braeside. 
 
In 1777, Thomas Lindsay married Janet Lindsay and had a son and three daughters born in Covington 
Mains by 1793. John was a wood cutter in Thankerton in 1841 & 1851 (census) and a weaver in 1861 
(census). By 1871 (census), he was a weaver in Burnmouth. 
 
In 1779, John Lindsay married Jean Gibson (b.1755), the elder daughter of James Gibson and Agnes 
Prentice in St John’s Kirk. They lived in Burnbrae when their children were born. 
 
In 1783, James Lindsay (b.c1756-1834) married Helen Smith (c1758-1811). They had five daughters and 
two sons born in Meadowflat by 1804. 
 
John Lindsay (1761-1822) was a farmer in Thankerton. His spouse was Margaret Gibson (c1759-1832). 
 
In 1812, James Lindsay married Isabel Black. James was a shoemaker in Wellbrae and Covington Mains. 
Their eldest daughter Marion (b.1812) married James Irvine (b.1797 in Douglas), an agricultural labourer 
in Muirhouse and later a coal agent in Thankerton. John Lindsay (1815-1894), the eldest son of James 
and Isabel, married Helen Slimman (c1821-1882). John was a wood cutter in Thankerton in 1841 
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(census), a railway labourer in 1851 (census) and a weaver in 1861 (census). By 1871 (census), he was a 
weaver in Burnmouth. 
  
Alexander Lindsay (1812-1861), a son of James Lindsay and Lillias Fisher in Burnhouse of Wiston, was 
the tenant farmer in Covington Mill in 1851 and 1861 (census). 
 
In 1848, William Lindsay married Janet Anderson, both resident in the parish. In 1851, John Lindsay 
(b.c1812 in Covington) married Mary Young (b.c1814 in West Calder). John was a farmer in Thankerton. 
John Lindsay (b.c1877 in Douglas) was a ploughman in Hillhead in 1901 (census). 
 
Adam Lindsay was the farmer in Thankerton Boat until 1960. 

 
LITHGOW – A name derived from Linlithgow that has been around Lanark since at 
least the sixteenth century. William Lithgow of Lanark was a celebrated traveller and 
author (work published in 1640). 
 
Katherine Lithgow was the spouse of John Lindsay recorded in Warrenhill in 1667 and 1669. David 
Lithgow and his spouse Beathiah Gold had a daughter Christian born in Parkhall in 1778. 
 
John Lithgow (c1826-1905) was a farm grieve in Covington Mill in 1891 & 1901 (census). Their daughter 
Elizabeth (c1865-1944) was the housekeeper to the unmarried Harold Brown in Covington Mill in 1901 
(census).  
 
Adam Lithgow (b.c1856 in Culter) was an agricultural labourer in Hillhead Cothouse in 1881 (census). 

 
LITTLE – A descriptive name. John Litill served at an inquest in Lanark in 1313. 
 
Bryce Little (c1743-1820) was the parish minister at Covington. He married (1) Euphemia Cleghorn 
(c1752-1809) and (2) Catherine Stodart (c1780-1857).  
 
James Little (b.1786 in Tweedsmuir) was a farmer in Thankerton. He married Jean Harper (b.1786), the 
eldest daughter of James Harper and Jane Sinclair in Thankerton. They had four sons and four daughters 
born from 1812 until 1833. Their eldest daughter Jean (b.1812) married John Gilchrist and their third 
daughter Grizel (b.1823) married John Haddow. 
 
John Little (b.c1821 in Moffat) was a farmer of 4 acres in Hillhead Pendicle in 1851 (census). James Little 
(b.c1850 in Eddleston) was an agricultural labourer in Langlands Cothouse in 1881 (census). 
 
John Little was in Burnmouth from 1919 and Torrance Little was a farm labourer in Covington Mains 
Cottage from 1922. 

 
LIVERANCE – (Leverance). The Liverance was the department in a king’s household 
responsible for the delivery of food, drink, clothes, etc. and the person in charge was 
known as the Clerk of the Liverance. In 1259, an inquest was held to inquire into the 
tenure by which Adam of Liverance held Padvinian. John Liverance was the minister at 
Douglas in 1574 and another John Liverance was the minister at Roberton in 1624. 
 
James Liverance had a daughter Lilias born in Thankerton about 1645. Lilias married James Murray of 
Thankerton Boat in 1669. Jean Liverance who married the local schoolmaster Walter Gray may also have 
been a daughter of James Liverance. A James Liverance married a girl by the name of Jackson about 1660.  
 
Francis Leverance (or Liverance) of Covington (1681), a supporter of the Covenanters, was mentioned in 
William Hunter’s book “Biggar and the House of Fleming”.  
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Janet Liverance married John Kay in Hillhead in 1691. James Liverance married Marion Lindsay (b.1667), 
the daughter of John Lindsay and Katherine Lithgow in Warrenhill. They had five daughters and three sons 
born in Thankerton. The eldest daughter Katherine (b.1693) married David Gilchrist in Burnbrae. The 
second daughter Lilias (1703-1760) married James Galloway, a wright in Thankerton. The youngest 
daughter Marion (b.1711) married John Lindsay in Thankerton.   

 
LIVINGSTON – See Levingston. 
 
LOCKHART – (Lockheart). From the Old French ‘Locard’. Stephen and Simon 
Loccard settled in Ayrshire and Lanarkshire in the twelfth century, giving their names to 
Stevenston and Symington. The name was sometimes written as Lockheart after one of 
their ancestors secured the heart of Bruce. The Lockharts of Lee were prominent 
landowners in the County for centuries. 
 
Martha Lockhart, a daughter of Sir James Lockhart of Lee, married William Lindsay (later Sir), the last 
Lindsay laird in Covington. Sir William died in 1679. 
 
In 1826, James Lockhart in Lanark married Marion Core (b.1802), the second daughter of David Core in 
Wellbrae. 
 
George Lockhart (c1812-1893) was a railway labourer in Covington Newtown. In 1847, he married 
Hannah Hamilton (c1829-1871), the youngest daughter of Hugh Hamilton, a grocer in Covington. They 
had six sons and six daughters, nine of whom died before reaching the age of 9. Another son died when he 
was 21. 

 
LOCKIE – (Loky). The name Loky was recorded at Strawfrank in 1531, and was 
prominent in the parish of Pettinain. 
 
James Lockie married (1) Margaret Elder (c1709-1750) and (2) Isabel Lindsay (d.1782). They were in 
Meadowflat, Holl and Crossridge. In 1836, William Lockie (c1783-1866) married Janet Smith (c1794-
1867). William was a shepherd in Burnmouth before he moved to Quothquan. 
 
Margaret Lockie (b.1837), a daughter of Thomas Lockie and Catherine Girdwood in Pettinain, married 
John Weir (c1835-1910). John was a bower in Covington Mains in 1881 & 1891 (census) and a farmer in 
Burnhouse, Carmichael in 1901 (census). 

 
LORIMER – Derived their name from the trade of a lorimer, one who makes spurs, 
stirrup irons, etc. Sir John Lorimer was the designer of the new church at Carmichael 
built in 1750. 
 
John Lorimer (c1818-1848) was the tenant in Warrenhill from 1834 until his death in 1848. He was a 
grandson of George Muir (1751-1834), the previous tenant in Warrenhill. John married Jane Baxter 
(c1817-1843).  

 
LOURIE – See under Laurie. 
 
LOWRIE – See under Laurie. 
 
MACGREGOR – From the ‘son of Gregory’. The legendary ancestor of the Macgregors 
was Gregorius, fourth in succession from Kenneth I. On account of the lawless deeds 
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carried out by the Macgregors, their name was banned by Act of Parliament in 1603. The 
ban lasted until 1661, but was revived in 1693 and not finally abolished until 1784. 
During the years that the name was proscribed, many Macgregors adopted the names of 
other clans. Some did so because they did not wish to be connected to such unruly 
clansmen. Others did so to hide their guilt. 
 
William Macgregor (b.c1860 in Crieff) was the parish minister in Covington from 1890 until 1932. 

 
MACLEAN – From the ‘son of Gilleain’. The Gaelic name Gilleain was shortened to 
Eoin, the Gaelic for John. The name Eoin was later anglified to Iain. One of the earliest 
records of the name was of Gilmore Maclyn who rendered homage in 1296. 
 
Allan Maclean (b.c1852 in Carnwath) was the tenant in Covington Mill in 1881 and 1891 (census). Angus 
Maclean (c1854-1919) was in Hillhead Cottage.   
 
MACMORRAN – See under McMorran. 
 
MARSHALL – The name is derived from the French marechal meaning a farrier. The 
name was introduced to Britain at the time of the Norman Conquest and signified a horse 
servant. The name had reached Glasgow by 1136, - when Maledoni Marescal witnessed 
the gift of the lands of Perdeyc (Partick) to the Church of Glasgow. 
 
In 1852, Robert Marshall in Covington married Janet Young in Carnwath.  
 
Peter Marshall (b.c1864 in Thankerton) was a farmer in Loanfoot, Thankerton. His wife was Marion 
Forrest (b.1853), the elder daughter of James Forrest and Jane Cranston in Newtown. Marion was a 
dressmaker’s assistant. 

 
MARTIN – A personal name, although it may also be derived from St Martin, the name 
of a once great family in East Lothian. Walter Martyn was burgess of Edinburgh in 1386. 
 
Archibald Martin (d.1810) married Margaret Aitken (1734-1791), the second daughter of David Aitken in 
Covington Mains and Burnbrae. Archibald was a tailor in the Mains and he and Margaret had children 
born there between 1759 and 1771. Some time after the latter date they moved to Northflat. Their eldest 
son David (1759-1829) was in Wellbrae. In 1793, their youngest son Archibald (c1771-1851) married Jean 
Core (c1766-1842). He was a shoemaker in Hillhead. After 1805 he was recorded in Covington Mains. 
 
Two sons of Archibald and Jean were also shoemakers in Covington Mains, - Archibald (1797-1885) and 
John (1801-1888). Another son, David (1799-1876) was a farmer of 60 acres in Perryflats.  David married 
Elizabeth Brown (c1813-1871). 
 
William Martin (b.1796), the eldest son of Thomas Martin and Margaret Kay in Drumalbin, was a weaver 
in Sykehead and Hillhead. His spouse was Marion Purdie (b.1799), the fourth daughter of Alexander 
Purdie and Janet Lawrie in Covington Mains. Thomas Martin (b.1830), the elder son of William and 
Marion, was a railway labourer living in Parkhall. Thomas married Catherine Greenshields (b.1832), the 
elder daughter of Thomas Greenshields and Elizabeth Gold in Lochlyoch. 
 
In 1847, John Martin in Covington married Marion Smith in Pettinain. John Martin (b.c1839 in 
Carmichael) was an agricultural labourer in Langlands in 1871 (census). 
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McMAHON – This surname has its roots in Ireland and was first recorded in Scotland in 
the early to mid nineteenth century. The McMahon family in Thankerton can be traced 
directly to Coleraine. Sarah McMahon (nee Shaw) after being widowed came to Biggar 
with her two young sons Robert and James about 1850. 
 
George McMahon (1873-1865) was the son of Robert McMahon (mentioned above). George was brought 
up in Westrow, Biggar, but after his marriage to Priscilla Whitney (1888-1976) they lived at Newside and 
Fallburn cottage before settling in Thankerton in 1935. George was a quarryman, but was able to turn his 
hand to any job, and in fact he claimed to have thirty jobs.  
 
George was a character in the village and had also been a bit of a rascal in his young days in Biggar, so 
much so, that the local poet William B. Pairman made mention of him in his poem entitled “The Fair” and 
was included in “Ballads o’ Biggar” published in 1928. (W.B.Pairman was a son of Adam Pairman, a bank 
agent in Biggar). Two verses from the poem are shown below, and in the second of these verses the name 
“Dod” refers to George McMahon. 
 

“The Sweetie Wife’s barrey ay catched oor e’e, 
Sic humplocks o’ aipples ye canna noo see, 

She lookit awa’ we shot oot a haun, 
“Keep hauns aff my barrey, stan back noo my man.” 

 
Wee Dod was richt chawed, maleecious young deil, 

He ca’ed oot the peen frae Tibbie’s ne’r wheel. 
I wot, when it moved, the barrey did fa’, 

An wi’ sweeties an’ aipples we brung on a staw.” 

 

 
McMahon Family 1939 

Mary; George (Sen); George; Bobby; Henry; Betty; Maurice Albert; Priscilla; Lucy 
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McMORRAN – (McMoran, McMorrin, Macmorran). A name from the Kirkcudbright 
area and frequently mentioned in the 14th century. 
 
James McMorran (b.1795), the son of William McMorran and Agnes Cossar, was a farm labourer. He 
married Janet Adams and they had children born in Thankerton from 1823 to 1830 and were in Northflat 
Cottage in 1851 (census). 
 
John McMorran (b.1808) was an agricultural labourer in Hillhead, and could have been a brother to James. 
John married Janet Cunningham (b.c1812) in 1835 and had five daughters and two sons born within ten 
years. John may have died about 1845, because in 1846 Janet was married to Charles McMorran (brother 
to John ?) and had a son born in the same year.  

 
McNAY – (Macnay, Macnee). Macnia was king of Ard, in County Down. The name 
Macnee was recorded in Scotland in 1594. The spelling McNay was not recorded until 
much later in Dumfriesshire. 
 
David McNay (b.1831, Keir) was the miller in Thankerton Mill from 1866 until the end of the century. 
Joseph McNay (b.c1851 in Dryfesdale) was the stationmaster in Thankerton in 1891 (census). 

 
McQUARRIE – From the ‘son of Guaire’, an old personal Gaelic name.Guaire means 
‘proud’ or ‘noble’. 
 
Angus McQuarrie (c1806-1882) was the toll collector in Fallburn Toll in 1861 (census) and a farmer of 11 
acres in Thankerton in 1871 & 1881 (census). He married Janet Hislop (c1814-1885) from Biggar about 
1834. His eldest son Donald (c1837-1893) was a principal teacher in Wimbledon. His second son James 
(c1842-1872) was a student of divinity. 

 
McQUID – The origin of the name is not known. It is a relatively new name to Scotland 
and possibly came from Ireland. 
 
Robert McQuid (b.c1884) was the eldest son of Raymond McQuid (b.1847 in Hamilton) a grieve in 
Shieldhill in 1901 (census). Robert and his wife lived in Millbrae Terrace, Thankerton. Another son, 
Raymond, had three daughters born in the parish between 1932 and 1936. 
  
Robert (b.1916), a son of Robert in Millbrae Terrace, married a daughter of Alex and Nancy Murray in 
Blackbog. Robert was a joiner and lived at Fallburn and Blackbog. 

 
MENZIES – The name is of Norman origin and is a Scottish form of the name Manners. 
Robert de Meyners who was created the Great Chamberlain of Scotland, witnessed 
charters by Alexander II in 1224 and 1246. The ‘Z’ only began to appear in the name in 
the 15th century. 
 
Margaret Menzies married John Robison before 1668. They were in Meadowflat and had children born 
there until 1684. William Menzies in Meadowflat married (1) Janet Carmichael and (2) Janet Hamilton. He 
had a son John (b.1707) to his first wife and three daughters to his second. 
 
Margaret Ann Menzies (c1826-1884) was the first wife of William Purdie (1830-1907), a draper, grocer 
and postmaster in Thankerton. 

 
MINTO – From the village in Roxburghshire, the name derived from the Cymric maen-
tal meaning ‘the high stone’. Gilbert Elliot (1651-1718), a grandson of Gilbert Elliot of 
Stobs, purchased the Minto estate some time before he had been created a baronet in 
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1700, and took the title Lord Minto in 1705. Many of his descendants took the name of 
Minto. The earliest record of the surname Minto was in Oxnam where James Minto was 
recorded in 1690. 
 
James Minto and his spouse Agnes Kay had children born in Meadowflat and Hillhead from 1737 to 
1748.  
 
In 1852, Jean Minto in Pettinain married David Bertram (b.1829), the elder son of Andrew Bertram and 
Isabella Fordyce in Thankerton. David and Jean lived in St Cuthbert’s, Edinburgh. 

 
MITCHELL – (Mitchel). The name derived from Michael, or the French version of 
Michel. It was first recorded in Scotland in the early 15th century and in Lanarkshire 
(Carnwath) in 1524. 
 
James Mitchell, a weaver, and his spouse Jean Wilson (c1767-1850) were in Upper Warrenhill, 
Wellbrae, Parkhall and Northflat. Their daughter Marion (b.1798) was unmarried but had a son George 
(b.1825). Marion was a stocking knitter in Langlands in 1841, 1851 & 1861 (census). There was a Hugh 
Mitchell recorded in Langlands in 1821. 
 
John Mitchell (b.1797 in Kilbucho) was a farm labourer in Hillhead Cottages in 1851 (census) and in 
Burnmouth in 1861 (census).  
 
In 1831, Lancelot Mitchell (b.c1806 in Symington) married Christina Darling (b.c1807 in Libberton). They 
were in Newside, Burnside and Thankerton. Lancelot was a weaver, but by 1871 (census) was recorded 
as being blind.  
 
In 1834, David Mitchell (b.c1804 in Symington) married Margaret Paterson (b.c1810 in Lesmahagow). 
David was a farmer of a sublet of 7½ acres in Thankerton in 1861 & 1871 (census). John Mitchell 
(b.c1809 in Symington) was a weaver in Thankerton from about 1841. He married Janet Galloway 
(b.1815), the second daughter of Archibald Galloway in Thankerton. In 1891 (census) John was a retired 
weaver in Thankerton. 
 
James Mitchell (b.c1855 in Carluke) and his brother Robert (b.c1860 in Carluke) were carters in Millands 
Cothouse in 1881 (census).  
 
Mouter Mitchell (b.c1867 in Bannockburn) was the stationmaster in Thankerton in 1901 (census).  

 
MOFFAT – From the town of Moffat in Annandale. Earliest record of the name was of 
Nicholas de Mufet in 1232. 
 
In 1779, John Moffat married Marion Purdie. Janet Moffat (c1769-1835) married James Lightbody in 
Braeside.  
 
Thomas Moffat (b.c1807 in Abington) was an agricultural labourer in Springbank in 1861 & 1871 
(census), retired in 1881 (census). John Moffat (b.c1836 in Walston) was a ploughman in Burnside 
Cotters House in 1861 (census). Thomas Moffat (b.c1843 in Walston) was a farm servant in Alleyhead in 
1871 (census) and Hillhead in 1881 (census).  John and Thomas born in Walston were thought to be sons 
of Thomas in Springbank. 

 
MUIR – (Mure, Moor, Mueir). Derived from muir, a residence beside a moor or heath. 
One of the earliest records of the name in Scotland was in fact in the locality. In 1296, 
Symon de la More of Thangarstone (Thankerton) was one of six men in Ayrshire and 
Lanarkshire bearing the name de More who rendered homage.  
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Rolland Muir was in Muirhouse when he died in 1631. 
 
John Muir and his spouse Elizabeth Robison (d.1744) had a son William (c1685-1724) born in 
Thankerton.  
 
William Muir and his spouse Janet Vassie had children born in Hillhead between 1685 and 1708. Another 
William Muir, whose spouse was a Jamieson, was recorded in Hillhead in 1719 and 1721. A third William 
Muir and his spouse Janet Braidwood had three daughters and two sons born in Hillhead between 1733 and 
1741. 
  
James Muir (c1708-1784) was the tenant farmer in Nether Warrenhill. He married Grizel Deans (c1725-
1791) and they had fourteen children. Their third son George (1751-1834) succeeded his father as tenant 
farmer. In 1786, George married Ann Henderson (1747-1816). Their son James died in 1813 at the age of 
26. On the death of George in 1834 it was his grandson John Lorimer who carried on the tenancy. Rachel 
Muir (b.1758), the fourth daughter of James and Grizel, married William Bell in 1786. Grizel (b.1759), the 
fifth daughter, married William Johnstone. 

 
John Muir and his spouse Mary Carmichael had six children (including twin boys and twin girls) born in 
Thankerton from 1779 to 1786. John may have been the second son of James Muir in Warrenhill.  

 
In 1798, James Muir in Culter married Isabel Lindsay in Covington. In 1799, John Muir in Kilbucho 
married Margaret Lindsay in Covington. 

 
Thomas Muir (c1770-1849) was a servant in St John’s Kirk. His spouse was Ann Lightbody (c1776-
1824). In 1850, John Muir in Covington married Janet Lithgow in West Linton.  

 
MUIRHEAD – The surname was taken from one of the many places of that name. Since 
the name was prevalent in Lanarkshire it is most likely to have come from the place of 
that name in the barony of Bothwell. Andrew Morheid was assizer in Lanark in 1432. 
 
Robert Muirhead and his spouse Martha Lindsay from Covington had a son William born in Lockharthill in 
1691. When Martha died about 1703, she was recorded as Lady St John’s Kirk.  
 
James Muirhead (c1688-1759) in Northflat married Christian Smith (d.1760). Janet Muirhead (d.1764) 
married William Smith, a shoemaker in Hillhead and Leggatfoot. James and Janet were probably brother 
and sister and William and Christian may also have been brother and sister. 
 
Thomas Muirhead was the farmer in Hillhead until 1939. 

 
MURRAY – (Murrayes). The name Murray is of territorial origin from Moray. William 
de Moravia was mentioned as a witness to a charter in 1203. He was the son of Freskin, 
reputedly of Flemish origin. 
 
Many generations of the Murray family were tenants in Thankerton Boat. Three brothers were recorded 
there in the latter half of the 17th century, and it is certain that Murrays had been living there for a lengthy 
period prior to that time. The three brothers were George, who married a daughter of the Galloway family 
some time before 1664; John (d.1690) had children born in the 1660s, his spouse was Agnes; and James 
(d.1691) who married Lilias Liverance (b.c1645) in 1669. 
 
Adam Murray (b.1670), a son of James and Lilias, was a tenant in the Boat. He married Isabel Smith in 
1691 and they had at least five sons and three daughters. One of their sons William (1704-1769) continued 
the family’s tenancy. He married Christian Nicol (d.1792). They had four sons and a daughter born 
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between 1739 and 1748. Adam Murray married Janet Fisher before 1711 and had children born in the Boat 
until 1718. He was possibly a son of the previous Adam, but more probably a nephew. 
 
Others by the name of Murray, who would most likely have been descended from the Boat family, were 
James who married Agnes Gibson in 1692 and moved to Lamington where he was a herd; George who 
married Grizel Galloway before 1719; John who married Elizabeth (Bessie) Gibson before 1721; and 
George who married Janet Lindsay. 
 
Adam Murray, a weaver in Thankerton, married Agnes Glasgow. In 1752, triplets were born to the couple. 
Agnes died at the birth, one of the babies was stillborn and the other two died shortly afterwards. In 1754, 
Adam married again, to Agnes Lindsay. They had three sons before Agnes died in 1760.  
 
George Murray in Thankerton married Mary Forrest (d.1793). Another George Murray (c1746-1821), a 
mason in Thankerton, married Marion Watson (c1763-1842). 
 
In 1834, Robert Murray in Covington married Janet Lauder. Donald Murray (c1856-1926) was an 
agricultural labourer in Hillhead Cottage and later a whinstone quarryman in Cumberland. His spouse 
was Agnes Brunton (c1856-1932). 
 
Alexander Murray (c1851-1931) was a house joiner in Covington Newtown and Blackbog. His spouse, 
Agnes (Nancy) Smith (c1848-1930) had a small shop at Blackbog (see picture under Blackbog in volume 
1). 

 

 
Alex (Sanny) and Nancy Murray outside their cottage at Blackbog 

 
NELSON – (Neilson).  It is very likely that the Nelsons in Scotland were originally from 
the same family as the Neilsons, but some may have descended from an entirely different 
family. The name Neilson is derived from the ‘son of Neil’. Although there were several 
distinct families, most bearing the name in Lanarkshire will have originated from the 
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Neilsons of Craigcaffie in Ayrshire who trace their descent from Neil, the earl of Carrick, 
whose spouse Margaret Stewart died in 1256. 
 
In 1846, Marion Nelson (c1816-1891) married James Brownlee (1820-1905), a son of Alexander Brownlee 
in Meadowflat. James was a grocer in Alleyhead, and later a general labourer. John Nelson (b.c1813 in 
Culter) was a railway platelayer in Wellbrae in 1861 (census).  

 
NEWBIGGING – (Neubiggin). A surname of territorial origin from one or more of the 
many farmsteads so named. In Lanarkshire, most would have originated from 
Newbigging at Carnwath, owned in the thirteenth century by Walter of Newbigging. The 
ownership was passed to the Somervilles in the middle of that century, when a daughter 
of Walter married into the Somerville family. 
 
The Newbiggings were more numerous in Carmichael and Pettinain. Three daughters of John Newbigging 
and Susanna French in Thornyhills and Pettinain married into Covington families. In 1764, Janet 
Newbigging (b.1739), their third daughter, married Hugh Scott (d.1774) in Wellbrae. Mary Newbigging 
(1747-1797), the sixth daughter, married Thomas Telfer (d.1795) in Thankerton Bridge. Eupham 
Newbigging (1755-1824), the ninth and youngest daughter, was the wife of (1) John Pringle (b.1746) and 
(2) James Pringle (b.1749). John and James were brothers and both lived in Leggatfoot.  
 
In 1845, Ann Newbigging (b.c1821 in Lanark) married William Lindsay (b.1821), the second son of Robert 
Lindsay and Janet Bishop in Thankerton. William was a weaver in Burnmouth.  

 
NEWLANDS – The name comes from the parish of Newlands in Peeblesshire. There is 
also a barony of Newlands in the county of Kincardine. Since the earliest records of the 
name in the 15th & 16th centuries were all in the south, they would have taken their name 
from the Peeblesshire Newlands.  
 
In 1781, David Newlands (d.1807) married Agnes Gibson (d.1825). They were in Dubb until 1800, and in 
Burnmouth thereafter. Their third son David (b.1799) married (1) Elizabeth Watson and (2) Christina 
Watson (b.c1807 in Libberton). David was in Burnmouth until 1838 when he moved to Newtown. He was 
a railway platelayer in 1861 (census) and an agricultural labourer in 1871 & 1881 (census). John Newlands 
(1801-1871), the youngest son of David and Agnes, married Helen Ballantyne (b.c1811) in 1829. John was 
a weaver in Thankerton. 
 
In 1810, Margaret Newlands (b.1781), the eldest daughter of David and Agnes, married Alexander 
Somerville of Wiston. In 1820, Mary Newlands (b.1796), the third daughter of David and Agnes, married 
James Walker of Kirkurd. 
 
Archibald Newlands (b.c1869) was a stone mason in Covington Newtown in 1901 (census). 

 
NICOL – (Nichol). A diminutive of Nicholas, a personal name introduced into Britain by 
the Normans. Nicole was also another name for Lincoln and names such as Richard de 
Nicole who witnessed a charter in 1165 obviously took his name from the place. It has 
been suggested that the names of Nichol and Nicol were entirely different, the former 
being a personal name and the latter from the place. There may be some truth in the 
theory as the name Nicol was the regular spelling used in Northumberland, Berwick, 
Roxburgh and the Lothians, all places on the east coast route taken by early settlers who 
headed north. 
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Mary Nicol (d.1757) was the spouse of William Henderson in Northflat. Janet Nicol (d.1765) was the 
spouse of Thomas Young, a smith in Dubb and Hillhead.  
 
Christian Nicol (d.1792) was the spouse of William Murray (1704-1769) in Thankerton Boat. Marion 
Nicol was the spouse of George Laing in Hillhead. They had three sons and two daughters born between 
1747 and 1759.  
 
Mary Nicol (d.1757) was the wife of William Henderson in Northflat. Mary died at the birth of their 
second child.  
 
Isabel Nicol and her spouse William Kay had a son Robert born in Westside of Meadowflat in 1756. 
Marion Nicol married John Gilchrist in 1776 and had a son William born in Hillhead in 1778. 
 
Samuel Nicol (d.1814) was a tenant in Thankerton. He and his spouse Margaret Lindsay had two sons and 
four daughters born between 1763 and 1777. James Nicol in Braeside married Jean Hutchison in 1782. 

 
NIMMO – A tradition says that the Nimmos were French Protestants who fled from the 
massacre of St Bartholomew in 1572. Some may have in fact come to Scotland at that 
time, but certainly the name was in Scotland more than a hundred years earlier. 
 
Patrick Nimmo and his spouse Elizabeth Orr had two sons and five daughters born in Covington Mains 
between 1710 and 1722. 

 
NOBLE – The earliest of the name in Scotland was an English family who settled in East 
Lothian in the 12th century. They were sub vassals of the Vaux family. The Nobles later 
held lands in the county. Within a few centuries, the name was recorded over a wide area 
from Inverness in the north to Dumfries in the south and from Dumbarton in the west to 
Arbroath in the east. 
 
In 1853, John Noble in Skirling Craigs married Agnes Purdie (b.1830), the second daughter of Alexander 
Purdie, a shoemaker in Covington Mains and Alleyhead.  
 
William Noble died in Burnbrae in 1888. George Noble (b.c1846 in Broughton) was a farm servant in 
Meadowflat in 1871 (census).  
 
ORR - A descriptive name meaning a sallow complexion. It was first recorded in 1296 
when Hew Orr in Lochwinnoch rendered homage. The name appears to have originated 
from Renfrewshire and North Ayrshire. 
 
Elizabeth (Bessie) Orr was the spouse of Patrick Nimmo in Covington Mains from before 1710 until 1722.  
 
James Orr (b.c1835 in Carnwath) was a ploughman in Wellbrae in 1861 (census). Adam Orr (b.c1818 in 
Carnwath) was a farm servant in Dubb in 1871 (census). 

 
PADZEN – (Padzean, Padzeane, Padyen, Padkin). There are numerous variations of this 
name, which means ‘son of Patrick’. The surname was recorded often in the sixteenth 
century around Dumfries. 
 
In 1713, Grizel Padzen married George Kay. They had children born in Warrenhill in 1716 and 1718. 
James Padzen and his spouse Helen Denholm had a daughter Jean born in Hillhead in 1715.  
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Thomas Padzen and his spouse Margaret Glasgow were in Holmbraes when their four sons and two 
daughters were born between 1716 and 1729. Janet Padzen (m.1782, d.1795) was the second of three wives 
of John Currie, a weaver in Thankerton. 

 
PATERSON – (Patterson). Literally means ‘son of Patrick’. A few of the Patersons in 
Covington were from the well known family of that name in Carmichael. 
 
Thomas Paterson (c1690-1763) and his spouse Marion Kay (c1701-1771) had children born in Dubb 
before they moved to Symington Townhead. Margaret Paterson who died in 1761 was the spouse of John 
Aitken in Thankerton Boat.  
 
Before 1753, Margaret Paterson married William Lindsay (d.1795), a mealman in Thankerton, Perryflats 
and Meadowflat.  
 
Marion Paterson was the wife of John Howieson (b.1742) in St John’s Kirk. They had a daughter Mary 
(b.c1770) and two sons Stephen (b.1772) and James (b.1775). John died about 1776, and Marion then 
married John Thomson. They had a daughter Marion born in St John’s Kirk in 1778.   
 
Alexander Wilson and his spouse Janet Paterson had a daughter Margaret (b.1777) and a son John (b.1780) 
born in Braeside.  
 
Daniel Paterson (c1752-1826), a merchant in Lanark, was in Covington Mill in 1800. His spouse was Janet 
Barrie (c1763-1835). Daniel was the eldest son of John Paterson and Margaret Murray in Drumalbin. 
 
William Paterson (b.c1782 in Lesmahagow) was a farmer of 7 acres in Thankerton in 1851 (census).  
 
In 1834, Margaret Paterson (b.c1810 in Lesmahagow) married David Mitchell (b.c1804 in Symington). 
David was farmer of a 7½ acres sublet in Thankerton. In 1836, Archibald Stodart (c1795-1879) in 
Hillhead married Agnes Paterson (c1818-1883). They had eight sons and one daughter. 
 
In 1833, Lillias Paterson (b.c1801-1885) married Hugh Lindsay (1798-1864), the elder son of Hugh 
Lindsay and Janet Prentice in Meadowflat. Hugh was the farmer in Covington Mains. Their only son 
Hugh (1838-1917) married Helen Paterson (1848-1915), the only daughter of William Paterson and 
Margaret Denholm in Harleyholm and Scotston. Hugh was the last of the Lindsay family to farm in 
Meadowflat, having succeeded his unmarried uncle in 1860. 
     

PLENDERLEITH  - From the old manor of the same name in Roxburghshire John de 
Plenderleith witnessed a charter at the time of William the Lion. The surname gradually 
fanned out from the area to Peeblesshire, South Lanarkshire and Northumberland. 
 
Margaret Plenderleith was the spouse of John Tweddale in Dubb and Burnbrae. They had six sons and 
three daughters born between 1725 and 1746.  
 
Adam Plenderleith (b.c1850 in Carnwath) was a railway surfcaeman in Wellbrae from about 1878 until 
after 1901 (census).  
 
James Plenderleith (b.c1861-1945) was a house carpenter living in Annieslea, Thankerton. He married 
Ann Warnock (c1865-1946) and they were the parents of three sons and four daughters. Their youngest son 
James (c1899-1962) was a veterinary surgeon.  

 
PORTEOUS – A Peeblesshire name, the meaning of which is uncertain. It may have 
come from a place named Porthouse. A more likely derivation was from the Old Scots 
word porteous. The ‘Porteous-Roll’ was a list of persons indicted to appear before a court 
given by the Justice Clerk to the Coroner.  
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James Porteous (d.1792) in Covington Mains married Janet Gray (d.1794). Thomas Porteous (b.c1820 in 
West Linton) was a ploughman in Hillhead in 1851, 1861 & 1871 (census). In 1847, John Porteous in 
Covington married Ann Gray. 

 
PRENTICE – (Prentis). A shortened form of apprentice, from the old word prentice or 
prentys meaning someone who was learning a trade. 
 
David Prentice (c1689-1756) and his spouse Agnes Reid (1703-1789) had eight children before they came 
to Covington Mains from Cambusnethan. Their third son Archibald (1734-1813) was the farmer in 
Covington Mains. He had seven children to his first wife Margaret Prentice (c1745-1776) and seven to his 
second wife Helen Stodart (c1757-1836) whom he married in 1780. Mary (1736-1806), the eldest daughter 
of David and Agnes, married William Hilston, the schoolmaster at Lesmahagow. Janet (c1739-1826), the 
second daughter of David and Agnes, married William Galloway (1733-1820), the miller in Thankerton 
Mill. Christian (b.1744), the youngest daughter of David and Agnes, married Thomas Vassie (1740-1798), 
a weaver in Craigburn and Burnbrae. 
 
Archibald’s eldest daughter Janet (b.1764) married Hugh Lindsay in Meadowflat. His second son David 
(b.1781), was a millwright in Thankerton before emigrating to America in 1805. His third son John 
(b.1785) continued to farm in the Mains. He married Marion Stodart in 1810 and they had five sons and 
two daughters. Some time after 1822, the family emigrated to America. His fourth son Archibald (1792-
1857) was a newspaper editor in Manchester. (For more information on Archibald and his sons David and 
Archibald, see the chapter entitled ‘Eminent People of the Parish’ in volume 1). 
 
Robert Prentice (d.1786) was the kirk officer in Covington. His spouse was Christian Fisher (d.1792). 
 
In 1893, Janet Prentice (1862-1955), the fifth daughter of Thomas Prentice and Mary Scott in Burnhouse, 
Carmichael, married Thomas Johnstone (1871-1923), the farmer in Covington Mains. 

 
PRINGLE – The old form of the surname was Hoppringle, after the lands of that name 
near Stow. The old spelling was recorded from the thirteenth century, but it was two 
centuries later that the shortened version came into use, in time, becoming the only 
version. 
 
Andrew Pringle (d.1778), a tailor in Hillhead, married Mary Barrie (d.1793) before 1746. Two sons, John 
(b.1746) and James (b.1749) were in Leggatfoot. John Pringle, the elder son, married Eupham Newbigging 
(d.1826) in 1775. After John’s death, Eupham married his younger brother James (b.1749). Eupham was 
the youngest daughter of John Newbigging and Susanna French in Thornyhills and Pettinain. 
 
Susan Pringle (1776-1831), the eldest daughter of John and Eupham, married John Cranston in 
Meadowflat and Clayholes. Margaret Pringle (1783-1857), the third daughter of John and Eupham, 
married Thomas Gilbert (c1780-1854) in Parkhall and Leggatfoot. In 1812, Eupham Pringle (1790-1851), 
a daughter of James and Eupham, married William French (c1788-1825) in Northflat and Leggatfoot.  

 
PURDIE – A surname first recorded in Scotland in 1296. There is no strong evidence as 
to the derivation of the name, although it has been suggested that it is from the French 
‘Par Dieu’. A more likely explanation is that it may have come from the Old English 
name ‘Purda’. 
 
Elizabeth (Bessie) Purdie died in 1601. She was the spouse of William Boe in Thankerton. Alexander 
Purdie died in Thankerton in 1623. 
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Three members of the Purdie family were recorded in Thankerton at a similar time, and were probably 
brothers. Alexander Purdie and his spouse Bessie had a daughter Margaret born in 1664; Bernard Purdie 
married (1) Margaret Henderson (d.1661) and (2) Janet Ormiston; and James Purdie and his spouse Bessie 
Carmichael had a son John born in 1670. Alexander Purdie, a son of one of the three couples, married 
Margaret Carmichael in 1694 and had children born until 1707. 
 
In 1698, William Purdie, a smith in Millands, married Agnes Cuthbertson, the second daughter of William 
Cuthbertson in Thankerton. They had children born until 1709. 
 
John Purdie (c1670-1753), a weaver in Thankerton, married Janet Waugh. They had four sons and four 
daughters born between 1701 and 1716. Bernard Purdie, a tenant in Thankerton married (1) Margaret 
Muir before 1706 and (2) Janet Lindsay before 1725. He had six children to each wife. William Purdie and 
his spouse Catherine Jamieson had four sons born between 1713 and 1724, including James (1718-1752), a 
weaver in Thankerton who married Isabel Glasgow before 1745. 
 
John Purdie and his spouse Janet Williamson had a son John born in Muirhouse in 1716. William Purdie 
and Elizabeth Somerville had a daughter Margaret born in Meadowflat in 1733. James Purdie and his 
spouse Janet Forrest were in Covington Mains in 1733 and Meadowflat in 1739. 
 
William Purdie (d.1780), a tenant in Thankerton, and his spouse Catherine Watson (d.1763) had three 
daughters and four sons born between 1743 and 1756. 
 
John Purdie (c1716-1787), a farmer in Millands, married Mary Rankin. Their elder son William (c1753-
1836) married Marion Purdie (c1771-1833) and succeeded his father in the farm. Three sons of William 
and Marion were farmers in Millands; their second son Alexander (1796-1882); their fourth son William 
(1802-1882); and their fifth son Hugh (1806-1859) who married Janet Brown Blake in 1841. John Purdie 
(1849-1895), a son of Hugh and Janet was the last generation of the family in Millands. He married 
Marion Vallance (c1852-1930).   
 
Alexander Purdie (1716-1772), a tenant in Thankerton, and his spouse Janet Scott (c1727-1804) had six 
sons and three daughters born between 1755 and 1771. Their son Alexander (1767-1824) married Janet 
Lawrie (b.c1764) and had twelve children born in Dubb and Covington Mains. Their second son 
Alexander (1794-1881) married Agnes Darling in 1822. Alexander was a shoemaker in the Mains but was 
recorded at Alleyhead in 1841 (census). John Purdie (b.1833), the youngest son of Alexander and Agnes, 
was an agricultural labourer in Wellbrae. 
 
Thomas Purdie married Elizabeth Kay before 1756. They lived in Hillhead until about 1766 when they 
moved to Covington Mains. After Elizabeth died, Thomas married Martha Scott (d.1814) in 1776 and 
remained in Covington Mains. Thomas (1783-1856), the eldest son of Thomas and Martha was in 
Meadowflat before moving to Carmichael Mill. Their second son James (1787-1865) was in the Mains for 
a time, but possibly moved outwith the parish. 
 
William Purdie was a tailor in Thankerton Bridge until 1801 and thereafter in Holmbraes. In 1790, he 
married Mary Weir. In 1792, John Purdie married Jean Scott (d.1801). They were in Wester Meadowflat.  
 
In 1795, George Purdie (c1769-1822) in Meadowflat married Janet Muir (c1771-1822). Their younger son 
James (1807-1890) married Janet Weir. James was an agricultural labourer in Pettinain and Carnwath. 
 
Alexander Purdie (b.1786 in Lanark) was a cotton weaver in Thankerton. John Purdie (b.1800 in 
Covington) married Janet Purdie in 1826. He was a cotton and wool hand loom weaver in 1841, 1851 and 
1861 (census), a drugget weaver in 1871 (census) and retired living with his son in 1881 (census). Their 
second son William (1830-1907) was a draper in Newtown in 1861 (census) and later a grocer / draper / 
postmaster in Tinto Glen, Thankerton (1871 & 1881 census). He married Margaret Ann Menzies (1826-
1884). John (b.1841), the youngest son of John and Janet, was a gardener / domestic servant in 
Thankerton in 1861, 1871, 1881, 1891 & 1901 (census). He married Janet Cuthbert (b.c1839). 
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Alexander Purdie (b.c1819 in Covington), who may have been a son of George Purdie and Janet Muir, 
married Margaret Fraser (b.c1816 in Dunsyre). Alexander was a weaver in Lochlyoch, Langlands and 
Newtown.  
 
In 1853, Alexander Purdie (b.c1826) married Elizabeth Cunningham (b.c1834 in Tongland). He was a 
ploughman in Burnbrae in 1861 (census), an agricultural labourer in Thankerton Townhead in 1871 
(census) and a coal agent in Thankerton in 1891 (census). Alexander and Elizabeth had five daughters 
followed by two sons, and also adopted a daughter, Robina Aitken (b.c1878).  

 
RAMSAY – This surname comes from the place named Ramsey in Huntingdonshire 
where the surname was once common. Simon de Ramsey witnessed the charter of the 
church of Livingston to the abbey of Holyrood between 1153 and 1165. By the 13th 
century, the Ramsays were landowners in Angus. 
 
Marion Ramsay (c1788-1836) was the wife of William Ross (c1784-1852), a farmer of 30 acres and an 
innkeeper in Thankerton.  
 
David Ramsay and his spouse Elizabeth Aitken (1792-1843) were in Burnside. Elizabeth was the second 
daughter of Robert Aitken and Christian Smith in Dubb. Their daughter Christian (b.1821) married James 
Smith in 1846. David Ramsay probably died about 1821, as shortly after that date, Elizabeth Aitken 
married James Ramsay (c1798-1870) who may have been related to David. Elizabeth died in 1843 and 
three years later James married Janet Hutchison (1808-1869)  

 
REID – A name meaning ‘red haired’ or ‘ruddy complexioned’. Early records of the 
name were in the latinized form of Rufus, - Ade Rufus witnessed a resignation of the 
lands of Ingilbriston in 1204. 
 
William Peacock and his spouse Janet Reid had three sons born in Covington between 1694 and 1698. 
Agnes Reid (c1703-1789) was the spouse of David Prentice (c1689-1756) in Covington Mains. David 
Reid and his spouse Mary Hamilton had a daughter Grizel (b.1735) and a son David (b.1737) born in 
Nether Warrenhill.   
 
In 1840, Isabella Reid in Covington married John Somerville. Rebecca Reid (b.1838), the second daughter 
of George Reid and Janet Martin in Drumalbin, married James Bertram (b.1837 in Glenholm). James was a 
ploughman in Parkhall from about 1861 until after 1871 (census). 

 
RITCHIE – (Richie). A diminutive of Richard. Originally a common Borders name now 
widespread and very prolific in the neighbouring parish of Libberton & Quothquan. 
 
William Ritchie (d.1789) and his spouse Elizabeth McCartney (d.1788) had a daughter Janet and two sons 
John and William born in Braeside between 1779 and 1783. William Ritchie married Susan Scott in 1795. 
They lived in Wellbrae. George Ritchie and his spouse Marion Anderson were in Upper Warrenhill when 
their son William (b.1799) and daughter Helen (b.1801) were born.  
 
In 1840, Andrew Ritchie (b.1808 in Biggar) married Helen Lindsay (b.1819 in Covington). Andrew was an 
agricultural labourer in Sherifflats. He died between 1861 and 1871. His younger son Alexander (b.c1849) 
was a whinstone quarryman living in Thankerton West End until after 1901 (census). James Ritchie and 
Cecelia Wilson had a son William born in Meadowflat in 1845.  

 
ROBERTSON – Meaning ‘the son of Robert’. The earliest record of the name was in 
1371, and because of the derivation of the name, there were numerous families bearing 
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the name. The Robertsons were loyal adherents of the Stuart kings. There was sometimes 
confusion between the names Robertson and Robison. 
 
John Robertson (1718-1809) and his spouse Margaret Pairman (c1739-1797) had two sons John (b.1773) 
and Robert (b.1775) born in Thankerton.  
 
In 1835, John Robertson married Jean Percival. They had three sons, Thomas, John and James born in 
Heatheryhall before 1840. John Robertson (b.c1827 in Bathgate) was an agricultural labourer in Sykehead 
in 1861 (census).  James Robertson (b.c1837 in Dolphinton) was a railway signalman in Thankerton from 
about 1872 until after 1891 (census). David Robertson (b.c1867 in West Linton) was a railway platelayer in 
Burnmouth in 1891 (census).  
 
Diana Robertson (d.1942) was a schoolteacher in Covington. 

 
ROBISON – (Robisoun, Robieson, Robisone, Robison).  Meaning ‘the son of Robert’, 
but more accurately, from the diminutive of Rob or Robbie. There was sometimes 
confusion between the names Robison and Robertson. 
 
John Robison was in Meadowflat when his spouse Elizabeth Scott died about 1622.  
 
John Robison and his spouse Margaret Menzies had children born in Meadowflat between 1668 and 1684. 
William Robertson, possibly their son, married Marion Ballantyne and had children born between 1709 and 
1721.  
 
John Robison had children born in 1696 and 1698. In 1704, William Robison married Marion Bannatyne. 
William Robison, a tenant in Meadowflat, married Marion Aitken (c1698-1759). 
 
John Robison in Thankerton married Margaret Henshilwood before 1711. They had children born until 
1725. John Robison was a cowper in Leggatfoot. He and his spouse Isabel Braidwood had a son David 
born in 1725. 
 
James Robison (c1712-1752) was a weaver in Thankerton and Holmbraes. He and his spouse Catherine 
Scott (c1712-1752) had two sons and three daughters born between 1742 and 1749. John Robison, a tenant 
in Thankerton, married (1) Margaret Lindsay (c1733-1756) and (2) Elizabeth Henderson (1728-1759). 
Elizabeth was the second daughter of Adam Henderson and Mary Galloway in Thankerton.  

 
ROSS – There were two origins of this name. In the North the name was derived from 
the district of Ross. In the South, the name was first recorded in Ayrshire in the 12th 
century. The Ross family held lands around Stewarton that were obtained by Godfrey de 
Ros, a vassal of Richard de Moreville. Godfrey de Ros, whose ancestors were from 
Yorkshire, witnessed a charter in 1189. He was also one of three of his family who 
witnessed an agreement between the burgesses of Irvine and Brice of Eglunstone 
(Eglinton) in 1205. 
 
William Ross (c1784-1852) was a farmer of 30 acres and an innkeeper in Thankerton. He married Marion 
Ramsay before 1815. Their elder son John (b.1819) married Jane Thorburn (b.c1823 in Libberton) in 1846. 
John was a farmer of 36 acres and an innkeeper in Thankerton until after 1861 (census). Another John 
Ross, a railway worker in Covington married Marion Weir in 1847, but was not in the parish in 1851 
(census). 

 
RUSSELL – (Rufsel). Almost certainly the meaning of this surname is reddish colour 
from the word rous meaning red. Chaucer used the word russel to describe the reddish 
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colour of the fox. The first record of the name in Scotland was at Paisley in 1164, but 
later the name was frequently recorded in Berwick, Dumfries and other Border areas. 
 
James Russell was a shoemaker in Leggatfoot. He married Jean Gibson before 1738. Elizabeth Russell was 
the wife of Robert Ballantyne in Upper Warrenhill who moved to Quothquan about 1759.  Another 
Elizabeth Russell (b.c1804 in Libberton) married Thomas Ballantyne (b.c1802 in Biggar), an agricultural 
labourer in Sykehead and Upper Warrenhill.  
 
Marion Russell (1789-1861) married Archibald Core (1797-1861) before 1822. Six of their children were 
born in Dubb and Lanark before Archibald became the tenant farmer in Crossridge in 1834. 
 
In 1838, Samuel Russell (b.c1816 in Sanquhar) married Catherine Crosbie (b.c1814 in Penpont). They 
came to Burnmouth about 1849/50. Their younger son James (b.1849) drowned in a well in 1850. 
 
Thomas Russell (c1823-1907) was a farmer in Northflat from before 1896. He was born in Carnwath and 
he married Mary Weir (c1824-1898). Their son James (1856-1896) was a surfaceman in Dunsyre and a 
farmer in Northflat. John’s wife was Margaret Brown.    

 
SADDLER – (Sadler, Saidler). Derived from the occupation. Earliest records of the 
name were around Kelso and Berwickshire from about 1330. Families of the name were 
tenants in Greenhill and Newton in the parish of Wiston. 
 
Margaret Saddler (d.1755) married John Wilson (d.1767), a smith in Thankerton. They had children born 
between 1723 and 1739. George Hamilton (d.1809) and James Hamilton, both in Hillhead married Mary 
Saddler and Margaret Saddler (c1746-1837) and may have been brothers marrying sisters.  
 
In 1810, George Scott in Burnmouth married Alison Saddler. They had children born between 1810 and 
1831. 

 
SANDILANDS – (Sandylandes, Sandelandis, Sandielandis). This family originally took 
their name from the place Sandilands and were thought to have fled to Scotland from 
Northumberland in the reign of Malcolm III. In 1336, James Sandilands, a vassal of 
William, the first Earl of Douglas, obtained a grant of lands in Peeblesshire, from David 
II. In 1348, he became possessor of the lands of Sandilands and Redmyre by charter of 
William, Lord of Douglas. 
 
James Sandilands in Nether Warrenhill died in 1654.  
 
Margaret Sandilands married James Lindsay (c1687-1758), a tenant in Thankerton Townhead. They had 
two sons, James (b.1724) and John (b.1726) and a daughter Marion (b.1728). George Sandilands (b.c1849 
in Stobo) was a shepherd in High Warrenhill from 1878 and was possibly the last occupier of that farm 
(uninhabited in 1891 census).  
 
SCOTT – (Scot). The name Scott was given by the natives of Northumberland to 
Scottish settlers on their lands, from before the time of William the Conqueror. Many of 
their descendants recrossed the border at a later date, the surname being recorded on 
many occasions from 1120. In addition to the Borders, the name remains common in 
Northumberland. The most famous bearing the name was Sir Walter Scott. 

 
James Scott in Hillhead died in 1577. Another James Scott, a weaver in Hillhead, married Lillias Tod 
(1638-1682 or 1689). John Scott (d.1673) in Thankerton married Janet Baillie before 1666. William Scott 
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and his spouse Janet Graham had a daughter Janet born in Thankerton in 1674. William Scott and his 
spouse Agnes Adamson (d.1686) had a daughter Janet born in Thankerton in 1683.  
 
James Scott, a weaver in Thankerton, and his spouse Marion Wilson had children born between 1707 and 
1722. Adam Scott married Barbara Watson before 1709 and had two sons and three daughters born by 
1717. 
 
John Scott (c1684-1753), a wright, married Helen Lamb (d.1757) before 1720. They were in Meadowflat 
until about 1728 when they moved to Knowe. In 1726, John Scott married Janet Young. They had a son 
John born in Dubb in 1730. 

 
Adam Scott married Agnes Thripland (d.1765) before 1736. They were in Dubb until the mid 1750s, at 
which time they moved to Wellbrae. John Scott married Janet Fisher before 1740 and had children born in 
Hillhead until 1747. At a similar time, Hugh Scott, a tenant in Hillhead, and his spouse Margaret 
Anderson had children. It could have been their son John (b.1747) that married Janet Kay and had children 
born in Hillhead from 1771 until 1777.  
 
Hugh Scott (d.1774) married Janet Newbigging before 1765 and was in Wellbrae until he died in 1774. It 
was very probable that the Hugh Scott (d.1796) who married Janet Frame in 1783 was his son.  

 
In 1790, William Scott (c1770-1847) married Marion Lindsay (1767-1830), the eldest daughter of Adam 
Lindsay and Janet Bishop in Thankerton. They had seven sons and two daughters. William was an 
agricultural labourer in Knowe until 1796, in Wellbrae until some time between 1810 and 1828, and in 
Burnmouth until he died in 1847. John Scott in Burnmouth in 1854 may have been the son (or grandson) 
of William and Marion. John’s spouse was Margaret Brown. 
 
In 1810, George Scott married Alison Saddler. They had children born in Burnmouth between 1810 and 
1831. George may have been related to the previous William Scott who was in Burnmouth at a similar 
time. 
 
William Scott and his spouse Elizabeth Philps had a son William born in Thankerton in 1822. William 
Scott and Elizabeth Henderson, both of Covington, were married in 1832. John Scott and Lilias Johnston 
had a daughter Marion born in Heatheryhall in 1839.  
 
In 1838, John Scott married Helen Laidley. They had a daughter Agnes born in Hole, which presumably 
referred to Holl of Cumberland. Another John Scott (d.1844) was a wright in Covington before moving to 
Lindsaylands.  
 
The unmarried brothers Thomas Scott (b.c1842) and William Scott (b.c1843) from Lesmahagow, were 
farmers in Hillhead in 1891 & 1901 (census). Their unmarried sister Marion (b.c1845) was their 
housekeeper.  

 
SCOULAR – Earliest records of the name from 1525 were all in Lanarkshire and 
Dumfriesshire. 
 
John Scoular and his spouse Helen Henderson had children born in Covington from 1725 to 1741.  
 
In 1792, John Scoular (1766-1831), the second son of John Scoular and Margaret Gibson, married 
Margaret Allan. They lived in Carmichael Old Manse, Warrenhill, Knowehead and Millmoor. Their 
second daughter Barbara (b.1796) married Alexander Bryce in Braeside and Carmichael Boat. 
 
George Scoular (c1849-1931) married Jane Henderson (1839-1917), the youngest daughter of William 
Henderson and Elizabeth Thomson in Knowe and Wellbrae. George was a shoemaker, bootmaker and 
farmer in Thankerton Townfoot. 
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SIBBALD – From the Old English personal name Saebeald, meaning ‘sea-bold’. The 
name of Walter, the son of Sibald, was recorded frequently between 1200 and 1222 in 
Fife and Angus. 
 
James Sibbald and his spouse Margaret Black had a son Thomas born in 1684. Helen Sibbald, his sister, 
married James Lindsay in Thankerton, and had children born between 1685 and 1699. In 1778, James 
Spence married Rachel Sibbald. 

 
SIMPSON – (Symson, Symsoun). The earliest record of the surname was of William 
Symsoun in Edinburgh in 1405, and there were numerous mentions thereafter, many in 
the Lanark area. 
 
Thomas Simpson in Clowburn Miln and his spouse Helen Kay (c1689-1760) were later in Meadowflat. In 
1741 in Pettinain, William Simpson (cc1716-1781) married Helen Laurie. They lived in Perryflats for a 
time, but William was later recorded as a farmer in Symington. In 1752 in Pettinain, Thomas Simpson 
married Jean Aitken (d.1798). They lived in Knowe, Burnbrae and Braeside. Helen Simpson married 
James Smith (d.1785) in Meadowflat before 1754.  
 
Christian Simpson married George Braidwood (d.1784) before 1756. They lived in Thankerton before 
George became the tenant in Sherifflats some time before 1776. Their three sons, James (1756-1791), 
George (d.1792) and Thomas (1776-1799) succeeded their father in 1784. 
 
James Simpson and his spouse Janet Gaw had a daughter Margaret born in Meadowflat in 1765.  
 
James Simpson (c1746-1827) married Catherine Lindsay (c1756-1826) before 1785. They were in St 
John’s Kirk until 1792, in Hillhead until 1797, and in Covington Mains thereafter. 
 
In 1838, William Simpson married Helen Core (b.1806), the third daughter of David Core and Isabella 
Martin in Wellbrae. Their first two children were born in Wellbrae before they moved to Newside, where 
Helen’s brother was the farmer.   

 
SINCLAIR – The name is derived from St Clare in Normandy. The first Sinclairs in 
Scotland were vassals to de Morville. Their first possession of land was the barony of 
Roslin near Edinburgh which they held in the reign of David I (1124-1153). A branch of 
the family moved north to Caithness. The reason for the large number of Sinclairs in that 
county is the fact that many tenants on the lands of the earldom did not have surnames, 
and adopted the name of their overlord. 
 
John Sinclair in Covington and his spouse Catherine Braidwood had four sons, William (b.1692), Thomas 
(b.1699), James (b.1701) and John (b.1703). James Sinclair (d.1797) was a tenant in Thankerton Bridge. 
His spouse was Abigail Inglis (d.1804). 
 
In 1783, James Harper (c1754-1820), a smith in Thankerton, married Jane Sinclair (c1758-1836). In 1790, 
John Inch in Kilbucho married Grizel Sinclair from Covington. 

 
SLIMMAN – (Slewman, Sluman, Sleoman, Sliman). A Borders surname recorded at 
Douglas (Sleoman) in 1661. 
  
John Slimman, a farmer in Nether Warrenhill, and his spouse Margaret Adamson had a son John born in 
1670. Perhaps the same John had a second wife, or another of the same name married Marion Anderson 
and had children born in Warrenhill in 1683 and 1684. George Slimman and Isobel Ross had a child born 
in 1791 and at a similar time Robert Slimman was in the parish. 
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In 1788, John Slimman (c1769-1837), a cooper in Hillhead and Thankerton, married Marion Henderson 
(1769-1853), a daughter of Adam Henderson and Abigail Swan in Hillhead. Two daughters, Abigail 
(b.1805) and Margaret (1811-1880) married Thomas Wilson and Thomas Henderson, both weavers in 
Thankerton. Thomas Henderson was later a draper in Biggar. In 1832, James Slimman, possibly the eldest 
son of John and Marion, married Margaret Purdie in Covington. 
 
Helen Slimman (c1821-1882) married John Lindsay (1815-1894), the eldest son of James Lindsay and 
Isabella Black in Thankerton. They lived in Thankerton where John was a woodcutter (1841 census), a 
railway labourer (1851 census) and a weaver (1861 census). In 1871 (census), John was a weaver in 
Burnmouth. 

 
SMILLIE – (Smelie, Smellie, Smyllie). The name was recorded at Strafrank (Carstairs) 
in 1754 and on numerous occasions in Edinburgh before that date. 
 
James Smellie in Hole (of Cumberland ?) and his spouse Jean Hutchison had sons Robert and John born 
in 1775 and 1777. 
 
Robert Smillie was in Tinto View when his youngest children were born. His sons Charles and Samuel 
succeeded him in the small farm, Charles (c1903-1966) later moved to Millands after he married Janet 
Watson Lyon (c1903-1997). Samuel was unmarried. His sister Jinty lived at Tinto View where she taught 
piano lessons to many of the local children. Another brother Robert (c1907-1985) married Peggy Campbell 
(c1908-1985). 

 

 
Children’s Operetta produced by Jinty Smillie 
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SMITH – This was an occupational surname and therefore widespread throughout 
Britain. 
 
There were several families by the name of Smith living in Thankerton from the mid 17th century. Hew 
Smith died in 1643. John Smith and his spouse Helen were recorded in 1665; another John Smith and his 
spouse Janet in 1670 and 1674; and James Smith and his spouse Helen Young in 1687. 
 
In 1691, Isabel Smith married Adam Murray in Thankerton Boat. They had five sons and three daughters 
born by 1706. 
 
James Smith and John Smith were both blacksmiths in Thankerton. James and his spouse Janet Wilson 
had children born between 1694 and 1717; John and his spouse Janet Lindsay had children born between 
1716 and 1721. 
 
Elizabeth Smith was the wife of William Dalgardner in Thankerton. They had five sons and three 
daughters born between 1732 and 1751. William Smith, a shoemaker in Hillhead and Leggatfoot, married 
Janet Muirhead (d.1764) before 1751. Their son William married Christian Baillie in 1790. They lived in 
Hillhead where William possibly continued in the family’s trade as a shoemaker. 
 
William Smith and Janet Hamilton in Nether Warrenhill had a daughter Janet born in 1754. James Smith 
(d.1785) in Meadowflat married Helen Simpson before 1754. Anna Smith (d.1760) was the first wife of 
Adam Lindsay (d.1803), a shoemaker in Thankerton.  
 
James Smith (d.1791) was a weaver in Northflat and Dubb. His spouse was Agnes McNaught. In 1781, 
Janet Smith married Thomas Bertram in St John’s Kirk.   
 
In 1784, Christian Smith (c1761-1836) married Robert Aitken (c1764-1843), a weaver in Dubb and 
Newtown. Charles Bulloch and his wife Mary Smith (d.1807) had two sons and six daughters born in 
Laigh Warrenhill from 1792 until 1807.  

 
James Smith (c1770-1845) was a weaver in Burnbrae and Symington. In 1794 he married Margaret 
Waugh (c1769-1837). They had ten children born between 1795 and 1810, including triplets (one stillborn) 
in 1802 and twins in 1804. One of their twin daughters, Mary (b.1804) married Andrew Crawford in 
Hillhead. Thomas Smith (c1766-1833) in Burnbrae was probably his brother (same family names). 
Thomas and his spouse Isabel Fleming (c1771-1851) had also children born between 1795 and 1810. 

 
Alexander Smith (c1774-1810) married (1) Elizabeth Lightbody (c1772-1800) and (2) Jean Alexander 
(c1766-1821). Alexander was a weaver in Thankerton, but he and his two spouses were buried in Pettinain 
Churchyard. 
 
James Lindsay (c1761-1835), the farmer in Sherifflats, married Elizabeth Smith (c1787-1867). Their three 
eldest sons, John, James and Thomas, all unmarried, were also tenants in the farm. Thomas Smith and 
Isabel Smith had daughters Janet (b.1820) and Margaret (b.1822) born in Nether Warrenhill. 
 
In 1826, Thomas Smith (b.c1807 in Carnwath) married Helen Johnstone (c1801 in Kirkconnel). Thomas, a 
resident in Thankerton for most of his married life, was an agricultural labourer until after 1841 (census), 
but in 1851 & 1861 (census) he was recorded as a weaver.  
 
William Smith was living at Thankerton Station in 1854, but there was no record of his occupation. In 
1852, William Smith in Covington married Margaret Williamson from Libberton. 
 
James Smith (c1842-1922) was a shepherd in Fallburn from 1870 until his death. He married Elizabeth 
Ker (c1843-1917). Their second daughter Agnes (b.1871) married Allan Hamilton and their third daughter 
Elizabeth (b.c1876) married John Campbell in Sherifflats.  
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David Smith (b.c1849 in Symington) was a shoemaker in Thankerton from before 1875 and was still in 
the village in 1891 (census). 

 
John Smith (b.c1848 in Biggar) was the farmer in Muirhouse in 1901 (census). Alexander Murray (c1851-
1931) married Agnes Smith (c1848-1930). Alexander was a house joiner in Covington Newtown and 
Blackbog. In the latter place, Agnes managed a small shop.   

 
SOMERVILLE – (Somervil, Somervill, Somervell). This name can be traced back to 
the time of William the Conqueror, and arrived in Scotland in the wake of David I when 
William de Somerville received lands in Lanarkshire. There were five Williams in 
succession, the last dying in 1282.  
 
The earliest record of the name in the parish was when Marion Somerville, from the eminent Carnwath 
Somerville family, married John Lindsay, the laird of Covington’s eldest son, in the mid 16th century. John 
succeeded his father as laird and died in 1602. Marion died in 1605. Prior to the marriage of John and 
Marion there had been much feuding and bloodshed between Lindsays and the Somervilles. This marriage 
appeared to bring the families together. 
 
Andrew Somerville and his spouse Janet Waygateshaw had a daughter Marion born in Hillhead in 1730. 
Thomas Somerville and Marion Anderson had a son Thomas born in Hill of Warrenhill in 1746. 
 
In 1796, Thomas Somerville in Carnwath married Margaret Prentice (b.1771), the third daughter of 
Archibald Prentice in Covington Mains. In 1810, Alexander Somerville in Wiston married Margaret 
Newlands, the eldest daughter of David Newlands in Burnmouth. In 1823, Walter Somerville, a surgeon in 
Carnwath, married Janet Watson of Covington. 
 
Janet Somerville (c1806-1895) was the wife of John Waugh (c1805-1883), the proprietor of St John’s 
Kirk.  
 
David Somerville (c1812-1899) was a merchant / grocer in Covington Newtown. He married Marion 
Hislop (c1814-1893) before 1839. He was a shepherd in Tweedsmuir before he came to Covington. 
 
In 1840, John Somerville in Covington married Isabella Reid. In 1845, James Somerville in Covington 
married Margaret Lindsay of Covington. James Somerville (b.c1845 in Kilbucho) was a railway labourer in 
Burnmouth from 1873 until after 1891 (census). 

 
SPENCE – Derived from the office of custodian of the provision room or ‘dispensator’. 
Roger the dispensator witnessed a charter by the Bishop of Moray granting the church of 
Deveth to Spyny between 1202 and 1222. The name gradually over the years changed to 
Dispensa, Spensa, Spens, etc. 
 
During the 17th century, five men by the name of Spence were recorded in Thankerton, - Thomas Spence 
(d.1644); Alexander Spence (d.1673); Rolland Spence and his spouse Christian Tervit (d.1673); James 
Spence (d.c1679); and another James Spence (d.1685). Bessie Spence (d.1662) was the first wife of 
Rolland Lindsay in Thankerton. 
 
Janet Spence was the spouse of James Chalmers in Thankerton. They had five daughters born between 
1708 and 1717. In 1778, James Spence married Rachel Sibbald. 

 
STEELE – (Steill, Steel). The old parish of Steill in Berwickshire is now known as 
Ladykirk. Most early records of the name were in that area. 
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Margaret Steel (1799) was the wife of William Baillie (d.1812) in Burnbrae, Damside and Covington 
Mains.  
 
Mungo Steele (b.c1846 in Biggar) was a farmer in Thankerton in 1891 (census). He was the farmer in 
Symington Mains in 1901 (census). William Steele (b.c1859 in Covington) was a railway platelayer in 
Thankerton in 1891 & 1901 (census). 

 
STEVENSON – (Stintson, Steintson, Steinson). From ‘the son of Steven’. Most early 
records of the name were in the Borders and eastern counties.  
 
Margaret Peacock, the spouse of William Stevenson in Alleyhead died in 1704. Thomas Stevenson 
(d.1730) was a servant to Bessie Galloway in Thankerton. John Stevenson (b.c1781) was a cotton weaver 
in Newtown in 1821. 
 
John Stevenson (c1855-1931) was a crofter in Thankerton Townhead Croft. He married Helen Wilson and 
they had six children including Grace (c1881-1928) who married John Angus (c1880-1966).  

 

 
Sales voucher for 5 cockerels and a calf sold by John Stevenson at Lanark 

 

STEWART – (Stuart). From the Old English Stiward, later Steward derived from sty 
warden, or one who looks after the domestic animals. Later the meaning was extended to 
mean one who provides for his masters table. In Scotland, steward came to mean chief of 
the royal household, and was therefore a title of honour. The Scottish royal family of 
Stewart descended from a family of Breton nobles. Not all Stewarts are of royal descent, 
since it must be remembered that all bishops and earls employed stewards. 
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In 1850, Margaret Stewart in Covington, married William Ramage from Carluke. William Stewart (c1858-
1915) was an agricultural labourer in Meadowflat and Covington Mains. He married Helen Purdie 
(c1850-1893) before 1874. Their daughter Janet (c1874-1898) married George Thomson in Hillhead. 

 
STODART – (Stoddart, Stoddert, Stoddard). Some sources claim the name is simply 
derived from stot-herd (a stot being a bullock). Stoddart family tradition says that the first 
of the family Vicompte de Pulesdon, a noble Norman, was a standard bearer who came to 
Britain with William the Conqueror. The name is derived from the office of standard 
bearer and was anciently written de la standarde. When the family first arrived in 
Scotland they possessed lands in Selkirkshire. 
 
Isobel Stodart died in 1621. She was the spouse of Walter Carmichael in Warrenhill.  
 
Adam Stodart (d.1780, Dryden) married Agnes Wilkie (c1731-1818) before 1754. Adam, the tenant farmer 
in Hillhead had one daughter and five sons. His eldest son James (1756-1829) succeeded his father as 
tenant. In 1781 he married Agnes Thomson (c1757-1839) and they produced five sons and two daughters. 
It was their youngest son Archibald (c1795-1879) who succeeded in the farm. In 1836 he married Agnes 
Paterson (c1818-1883) and they had eight sons before finally producing a daughter. Their third and sixth 
sons, James (b.1840) and Archibald (1846-1913) both farmed in Hillhead. James married Sophia Denholm 
(b.c1842), the eldest daughter of Alexander Denholm in Beatlaws, Lamington.  By 1881 (census), only 
Archibald remained, the farmer of 375 acres. Soon after, he emigrated to America, (two brothers and a 
sister of his father had earlier emigrated), and he died in California in 1913. 
  
Helen Stodart (c1757-1836) was the second wife of Archibald Prentice (1734-1813) in Covington Mains. 
Their son John Prentice (b.c1785) married Marion Stodart in 1810.   
 
In 1793, Philip Stodart (d.1802) in Thankerton Bridge and Braeside married Agnes Anderson (c1772-
1835). Catherine Stodart (c1780-1857) was the second wife of Bryce Little, the parish minister.  
 
In 1828, John Stodart in Burnside married Catherine Leishman. One of their sons, John (1839-1908) was a 
road surfaceman in Wiston, Douglas, Burnmouth and Fallburn Toll. John married Margaret Pairman 
(c1836-1908). Another son of John and Catherine, James (b.1828) was a railway fencer in Covington 
Newtown and Thankerton Townhead. John and Catherine’s first son was born in Burnside in Covington, 
but their other children were all born in Burnside of Cloburn in the parish of Pettinain. 

 
Thomas Stodart (b.c1857 in Pettinain) was a railway platelayer in Covington Oldtown in 1881 (census). 
William Stodart (b.c1869 in Crawfordjohn) was a railway surfaceman in Wellbrae in 1901 (census).  

 
John Stodart (c1862-1901) married Beatrice Inglis (c1868-1952), the elder daughter of William Inglis and 
Elizabeth Stodart in Howgate. They were in Thankerton Townhead when John died in 1901.  
 
James Stoddart (c1876-1957) was the farmer in Northflat from before 1907. His wife was Helen Watson 
Russell (c1867-1952), who may have been from the family who had previously farmed at Northflat. James 
was succeeded by two unmarried sons, Thomas (d.1987) and William (d.1988) and an unmarried daughter 
Mary (d.1993). 

 
STORIE – (Storey). The actual derivation of the name is not known. In Scots, a ‘storey’ 
was the grub of the cranefly (daddy-longlegs), but I doubt if that has any bearing on the 
origin of the name. William Stori was witness to a charter in Dundee in 1281. Walter 
Stori was the canon of Aberdeen in 1320. 
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James Storie was the parish schoolmaster. He married Mary Gibson before 1720 and they lived in 
Meadowflat. Their elder daughter Janet (1720-1750) married William Fisher (b.1711) of Covington Mill. 
Their younger daughter Lilias (b.1721) married James Barrie, a tenant in Wellbrae. 

 
TAVERNER – From the French tavernier and the Latin tabernarium meaning an 
innkeeper. Henry Le Taverner was a crossbowman in Linlithgow Castle in 1305. 
 
Alexander Taverner was a merchant in Thankerton. He married (1) Marion Lindsay (c1710-1751) and (2) 
Elizabeth White. Alexander may have been the father of Christian Taverner (c1738-1814) who married 
John Gledstanes in Mid Toftcombs. John was a brother of Thomas Gledstanes, the grandfather of William 
Ewart Gladstone, the British prime minister. 
 
In 1809, William McDonald, a merchant in Thankerton, married Helen Taverner. Both William and Helen 
died in 1814. 

 
TAYLOR – From the occupation of tailor, the English version of the Old French taillour 
meaning ‘a cutter of cloth’. Alexander le Tayllur was a valet to Alexander III in 1276. 
John le Taillur was in Selkirk in 1292. 
 
James Taylor in Thankerton died in 1807. 
 
In 1851, John Taylor in Thankerton Mill, married Mary Galloway (b.1826), the youngest daughter of 
William Galloway and Helen Wilson in Thankerton Mill. 

 
TELFER – (Taillefer, Tailzefeir, Tailziefeir). Almost certainly a trade name, taillefer 
meaning ‘cut iron’. The surname was still recorded as Tailzefeir in the 17th century.  
 
John Scott and his spouse Janet Telfer had a daughter Elizabeth born in Covington in 1749. Thomas Telfer 
in Hole of Cumberland married (1) Janet Bell (d.1756) and (2) Agnes Hastie.  
 
Thomas Telfer in Thankerton Bridge married (d.1795) married Mary Newbigging (1747-1797), the sixth 
daughter of John Newbigging and Susanna French in Thornyhills and Pettinain. 
 
In 1815, William Telfer (b.c1790 in Carnwath) married Agnes Bulloch (b.1794), the eldest daughter of 
Charles Bulloch and Mary Smith in Laigh Warrenhill. They had three sons and six daughters. William was 
a farm servant in Whitehall until about 1836 when he returned to Carnwath. In 1851 (census), he was a 
farm servant in Fallburn Cottage. In 1824, a John Telfer and his spouse Agnes Watson had a daughter 
Ann born in Fallburn Toll Cottage. 
 
William Telfer (b.c1818 in Lamington) was a platelayer in Railway Cottage in 1851 (census). His spouse 
was Agnes Veitch (b.c1819 in Symington). William and Agnes were in Symington when their first three 
children were born. The fourth child, a son William was born in Railway Cottage in 1852.  
 
In 1850, Ann Telfer in Covington, married James Brown. In 1853, James Telfer in Carnwath married Janet 
Wilson in Covington. In 1853, Catherine Telfer in Covington married Thomas Blackwood of Carnwath. 
 
George Telfer (b.c1848 in Kirkurd) was an agricultural labourer in Langlands from about 1883 until after 
1891 (census).  

 
TEMPLETON – Possibly derived from the place of that name near Dundonald in 
Ayrshire, borne out by the fact that the surname was mainly found in that county. 
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David Templeton in Eastend married (1) Margaret Smith in 1767 and (2) Janet White in 1777. David’s 
eldest daughter Jean (b.1770) married Thomas Kay in Parkhall. John Templeton and his spouse Margaret 
Brown had a daughter Hannah born in St John’s Kirk in 1790.  

 
TENNANT – (Tenant, Tennent). From a person who holds land from a landlord. 
 
Marion Tennant (c1820-1897) married James French (1820-1902), the second son of William French and 
Euphemia Pringle in Northflat and Leggatfoot. James was a ploughman in Northflat and his youngest son 
Samuel was the farmer in Sherifflats in 1901 (census). 
 
John Tennant in Hillhead and his spouse Janet Martin had at least two sons, James (b.1849) and John 
(b.1856). 
 
TERVIT – (Tarvit). Of local origin from the lands of Tarvit in the parish of Cupar. The 
name was recorded in Newbigging in 1636 and 1652 and in Thankerton in 1673. 
 
Christian Tervit, the spouse of Rolland Spence in Thankerton, died in 1673. 
 
John Tervit (c1772-1855), the second son of Robert Tervit and Jean Anderson in Carnwath, was the farmer 
in Thankerton Boat. He married Marion Tweedie (c1769-1839) before 1800. John and his three sons 
Robert (c1804-1879), James (1807-1874) and John (c1814-1878) farmed the 103 acres in the Boat until 
1855 when the father John died.  
 
Robert, the eldest son had about that time moved to Bagmoors in the parish of Pettinain. He was unmarried 
and died there in 1879, and was succeeded by his nephew James Galloway (1831-1892). The second son 
James married Janet Tweedie in 1852 and remained in the Boat until he died in 1874. John, the youngest 
son, sometime after 1861, farmed in Covington Mill until his death in 1878. 
 
John Richard Tervit (1857-1903), the younger son of James and Janet, succeeded his father as tenant in the 
Boat in 1874. He married Janet Hamilton Purdie (1861-1895), the eldest daughter of John Purdie and Janet 
Cuthbert in Thankerton. By 1891 (census), the Tervits were no longer farming in the Boat and had moved 
to Roseland Cottage, where Janet died in 1895 and John in 1903. 
 
In 1830, Margaret Tervit (c1802-1863), the second daughter of John Tervit and Marion Tweedie, married 
William Galloway, a son of James Galloway and Jean Brown in Thankerton. William was a joiner in 
Thankerton. Their son James (1831-1892) succeeded his uncle Robert in Bagmoors. 

 
THOMSON – (Thompson). From ‘the son of Thom’. As a forename, Thomas goes back 
to biblical times. The surname was not recorded in Britain until after the Norman 
Conquest.  
 
John Thomson, a chapman in Covington, died in 1687. 
  
James Thomson, a well known Covenanter, was in Muirhouse in 1681 when Irvine of Bonshaw searched 
the premises in his hunt for Donald Cargill. It was probably his son James, also a tenant in Muirhouse, 
whose spouse was Marion Forrest and who had children born between 1703 and 1722. One of their sons, 
William (1710-1803) married Elizabeth Forrest and succeeded his father as tenant. They had four sons and 
six daughters. Their unmarried son Robert (1752-1801) farmed in Muirhouse with his father and 
predeceased him. William and Elizabeth’s youngest daughter Elizabeth (1768-1851), also unmarried, 
continued the tenancy, eventually passing it to her great nephews, James, Robert and William Brown who 
were grandsons of Margaret Thomson (b.1750), the eldest daughter of William and Elizabeth. 
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William Thomson and his spouse Jean Aitken (c1688-1759) lived in Upper Warrenhill. Stephen Thomson 
was in St John’s Kirk when his spouse Marion Thomson died.  Margaret Thomson was the wife of John 
Gilchrist (d.1763), a weaver in Craigburn.  

 
James Thomson and his spouse Helen Brownlee were in Upper Warrenhill from before 1765 until 1773 
and in Wester Meadowflat thereafter. They had seven sons and five daughters. Their fourth son Robert 
(b.1778) married Elizabeth Clarkson before 1808. They lived in Upper Warrenhill. 
 
James Thomson (c1732-1819) married Margaret Thomson (c1733-1807) before 1767. James was a tenant 
in Northflat. In 1808, his son James (b.1774) married Janet Wilson (c1772-1853). The younger James was 
also a tenant in Northflat. 
 
John Thomson and his spouse Marion Paterson had a daughter Marion born in St John’s Kirk in 1778. 
Agnes Thomson (c1757-1839) married James Stodart (1756-1829) in Hillhead. Robert Thomson died in 
Braeside in 1818.  
 
In 1794, William Thomson (1764-1846) married Lilias Galloway (1764-1848), the eldest daughter of 
James Galloway and Janet Baillie. William was a farmer in Pettinain and Thankerton. James Thomson 
(c1757-1845) in Thankerton may have been William’s brother. 
 
In 1797, John Thomson (b.c1772 in Biggar) married Agnes Galloway (b.1770), the second daughter of 
William Galloway and Janet Prentice in Thankerton Mill. In 1799, John Thomson in Pettinain married 
Helen Vassie of Covington. 
 
In 1818, Janet Thomson (1795-1869), a daughter of William Thomson in Pettinain, married James Core 
(1794-1875), the third son of David Core in Wellbrae. James was in Leggatfoot before he became the 
tenant farmer in Newside. 
 
Elizabeth Thomson (c1797-1869), a daughter of James Thomson in Carnwath, was the spouse of William 
Henderson (c1797-1875), a weaver in Thankerton. Janet Thomson (b.1802), a daughter of John Thomson 
and Helen Vassie in Pettinain, was the spouse of Gavin Braidwood (b.1793), a weaver in Covington 
Oldtown. In 1839 Marion Thomson (b.1806), a daughter of John Thomson and Helen Vassie in Pettinain, 
married William Currie (b.1807), the twin son of John Currie in Langlands. John was a cotton weaver in 
Burngreen. Margaret Thomson was the spouse of John Baillie (d.1848) in Braeside. 
 
In 1846, the Rev John Forbes in Symington married Elizabeth Thomson in Covington.  
 
William Thomson (c1826-1910) was a railway fencer in Cumberland and Thankerton Townhead. His 
spouse was Janet Fleming (c1829-1916). George Thomson in Hillhead married Janet Stewart (c1874-
1898), a daughter of William Stewart and Helen Purdie in Covington Mains. Alexander Thomson (b.c1871 
in Kirkurd) was a ploughman in Hillhead in 1901 (census). 

 
THORBURN – From the Old English, originally Torbrand and Thurbrand. First 
recorded in Scotland in 1330.  
 
In 1784, David Thorburn in Quothquan married Isabel Kay in Covington. In 1810, John Thorburn in 
Libberton married Janet Brown in Covington. George Weir and his spouse Christian Thorburn had a 
daughter Mary born in Burnmouth in 1817.  
 
Robert Thorburn and his spouse Mary Dick had children born in Thankerton in 1829 and 1831. Jane 
Thorburn (b.c1823 in Libberton) married John Ross (b.c1819) in 1846. John, like his father William, was 
an innkeeper and a farmer in Thankerton. 
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TOD – (Todd, Tode). In many localities in Britain, a tod was the name given to a fox. 
The surname was probably given to someone who was cunning. The name can be traced 
to the 13th century and was only spelt with the double ‘D’ after the 18th century. 
 
John Tod was in Covington when his spouse Marion Leishman died in 1681. Lillias Tod (c1638-1682 or 
1689) was the spouse of James Scott, a weaver in Hillhead.  
 
William Tod had a daughter Mary born in Warrenhill in 1693. Janet Tod was the spouse of John Lindsay 
in Northflat. John Cochran in Nether Warrenhill married Marion Tod before 1712.  
 
Before 1760, Helen Todd (c1737-1816) married John Lindsay (c1727-1806), the tenant in Sherifflats.  

 
TOWARD – (Towart). From Toward in the parish of Dunoon. Legend states that in the 
reign of Robert III two sons of the chief of the Lamonts changed their name to Toward. 
 
Walter Toward (c1758-1814) married Elizabeth Brownlee (c1744-1835) before 1778. Their children were 
born in Meadowflat before they moved to Thankerton. Their son James (1784-1850) married Grizel Lean 
(c1786-1819). James was a merchant in Millands, and later in Biggar. 
 
TURNER – From the occupation of a turner, a lathe worker. The name was recorded in 
many parts of Scotland, the earliest being in Dumfriesshire and Aberdeenshire in the 14th 
century. 
 
Elizabeth Turner (d.1767) was the first wife of William Braidwood (d.1784), a mason in Thankerton. 
 
John Turner (b.c1805) was an agricultural labourer in Warrenhill in 1841 (census). 

 
TWADDLE – See Tweddale. 
         
TWEDDALE – (Tweeddale, Tweedale, Twaddle, Tweddle, Twaddel, Tuaddell). The 
original spelling of Tweeddale was still in use in the 19th century, but often shortened to 
Tweddale. Since then, the name generally became Twaddle or Tweddle. The name was 
taken from lands occupied by the progenitors of the family in the valley of the River 
Tweed. John de Tweeddale was a tenant of the earl of Douglas in the barony of Kylbouho 
(Kilbucho) in 1376. The name was mentioned in Lanark in 1566. 
 
David Tweddale in Hillhead died in 1680. 
 
Janet Tweddale was the wife of James Kay, a weaver in Wellbrae in 1717. Daniel Adamson (c1692-1756) 
and his spouse Janet Tweddale (c1689-1760) were in Wellbrae and Hillhead.  
 
Between 1775 and 1785, John Davidson and his spouse Janet Twaddle had a daughter and four sons born in 
Dubb. In 1789, Robert Kay in Ponfeigh married Ann Twaddle in Covington. Thomas Young and his 
spouse Mary Tweddale had children born in Hillhead between 1725 and 1730. 
 
John Tweddale and his spouse Margaret Plenderleith had six sons and three daughters born in Dubb and 
Burnbrae between 1725 and 1746. 
  
In 1848, John Tweddle (c1802-1880) became the tenant farmer in Warrenhill. John and his spouse 
Elizabeth Hamilton (b.c1804) had several daughters and two sons named George (the first George drowned 
in a well when the family were in Pettinain). John retired to St Andrews where he died in 1880. He was 
succeeded at Warrenhill by his nephew John Tweddle (b.1851), the son of James Tweddle and Jane 
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Paterson in Pettinain. The younger John married Janet Reid Johnstone (d.1887), the daughter of a minister, 
George Johnstone.  

 
TWEEDIE – The name was derived from the lands of Tweedie in the parish of 
Stonehouse. It was in Peeblesshire that the family settled where they held lands for 
almost three hundred years from about 1320 until they lost them during the reign of 
Charles I (1600-1649). All reports refer to them as “the unruly Tweedies of the valleys of 
the Upper Tweed”. They were involved in conflicts with almost all of the neighbouring 
families, very often resulting in the murder of those who crossed their path. However, in 
1608, one of the Veitch family killed James Tweedie in single combat, and so brought 
about the downfall of the powerful family, resulting in the sale of the family estates. 
 
Margaret Tweedie (d.1643) was the spouse of John Brocket in Thankerton. 
 
Before 1742, Marion Tweedie (c1715-1780) married James Lindsay (c1714-1760), a tenant farmer in 
Thankerton. They had two sons and six daughters. 
 
Mary Tweedie (d.1793) was the first wife of James Core in Upper Warrenhill. Mary died about two years 
after their marriage. 
 
Richard Tweedie (c1784-1861) was a farmer in Sherifflats from 1808. His spouse was Janet Graham 
(c1779-1837). Richard later farmed in Nether Abington with his two sons James (1810-1862) and John 
(1811-1891), both of whom were unmarried. In 1871 and 1881 (census) John was retired and living at 
Thankerton Boat where his married sister Janet Tervit lived. 
 
Marion Tweedie (c1769-1839) married John Tervit (c1772-1855) before 1800. John was the farmer in 
Thankerton Boat. Their second son James (1807-1874) succeeded his father in the Boat. In 1852, James 
married Janet Tweedie (c1818-1888), the younger daughter of Richard Tweedie in Sherifflats. 

 
TWEDDLE – See Tweddale. 
 
VASSIE – (Vesci, Wessy, Vessie). From Vassy or Vessey, a place in Normandy. The 
name was recorded in Scotland (de Vesci) from before 1207. John Wessy was a tenant in 
Carstairs in 1525, and the names of James, William and Janet Vessie were all recorded in 
that parish between 1622 and 1653. 
 
William Muir and his spouse Janet Vassie had three sons and five daughters born in Hillhead between 
1685 and 1708. William Gibson and Catherine Vassie had a son John born in Covington Mains in 1731. 
 
William Vassie (c1714-1758) was a shoemaker in Thankerton. He and his spouse Grizel Barrie (d.1750) 
had three sons and a daughter. Another William Vassie (1734-1803), the eldest son of John Vassie in 
Netherton was also a shoemaker in Thankerton, and obviously related in some way to the previous 
William. His spouse was Janet Lindsay (d.1780). Their youngest son William (1776-1847), a shoemaker in 
the village, married Elizabeth Henderson (c1770-1843) in 1803 and their son John (1810-1873) continued 
the family trade until he died unmarried in 1873. 
 
Thomas Vassie (1740-1798), the fourth son of John Vassie in Netherton, was a weaver in Craigburn, 
Damside and Burnbrae. He married (1) Christian Prentice (b.1744), the youngest daughter of David 
Prentice and Agnes Reid in Covington Mains, and (2) Anne Wilson (d.1822). 
 
Andrew Vassie (b.c1847 in Dalserf) was a farm servant in Cumberland in 1871 (census) and Burnmouth 
in 1881 (census).   
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VEITCH – The surname was recorded in Peeblesshire in 1296 and a family of the name 
were still in that County in the fifteenth century where they possessed the lands of 
Dawick (Dawyck). Early spellings of the name were Vache or Wache. (William Vache of 
Dawic was mentioned in 1473 and 1484). 
 
In 1842, James Veitch in Covington married Janet Inglis in Biggar. In the following year, Agnes Veitch 
(b.c1819 in Covington) married William Telfer (b.c1818 in Lamington), a platelayer in Symington and 
Railway Cottage. 
 
John Forrest (c1863-1941) and his spouse Margaret Veitch (c1862-1948) had children born in Thankerton 
West End from 1885. John was a postman in 1891 (census) and a sub postmaster / grocer in 1901 (census). 
 
James Veitch (c1869-1938) lived in Ingleneuk, Thankerton. 

 
WATSON – From ‘the son of Wat’, a diminutive of Walter. The earliest record of the 
name was of John Watson in Edinburgh in 1392. The earliest mention of in Lanarkshire 
was in 1432 when John Watsoun was a juror at an inquest. 
 
Thomas Watson in Perryflats married Agnes Whyte before 1683. Barbara Watson and her spouse Adam 
Scott were in Perryflats when their children were born between 1709 and 1717. Agnes Watson and John 
Graham had twins, Robert and Marion, born in Cumberlandhead in 1711. 
 
John Watson and his spouse Agnes Watson had a son John (b.1715) and two daughters, Agnes (b.1717) 
and Margaret (b.1719) born in Burnbrae.  
 
John Watson, a smith, and his spouse Margaret Fowler had a son John born in 1743. 
 
Before 1743, Catherine Watson (d.1763) married William Purdie (d.1780), a tenant in Thankerton.  
 
Thomas Watson and his spouse Helen Scott had a son David born in Meadowflat in 1747. Robert Watson 
and Margaret Gibson (d.1792) were in Lower Warrenhill. 
 
Agnes Watson (d.1807) was the wife of William Paton, a herd in Thankerton. They had a daughter Jean 
(b.1760) and a son James (b.1762). Marion Watson (c1763-1842) was the wife of George Murray (c1746-
1821), a mason in Thankerton. 
 
Hugh Watson and his spouse Susan Greenshields had a daughter Marion (b.1803) and a son James (b.1807) 
born in Burnside. George Watson and Mary Watson in Nether Warrenhill had three children, Elizabeth 
(b.1810), Gavin (b.1812) and Janet (b.1814). 
 
Isabel Watson was the wife of John Bulloch in Langlands until 1820 and in Nether Warrenhill thereafter. 
 
In 1820, James Watson (c1798-1846) married Isabel Smith (c1799-1880). They lived in West Braeside. 
Their third son Thomas (1834-1846) was killed on the railway. David Newlands married (1) Elizabeth 
Watson before 1826 and (2) Christina Watson (b.1807) before 1831. 
 
In 1823, Janet Watson in Covington married Walter Somerville, a surgeon in Carnwath. In 1838, Grizel 
Watson (b.c1804 in Muirkirk) married Thomas Galloway, a wright in Parkhall and Burnbrae.  
  
The Rev Thomas Watson (c1795-1864) was the parish minister in Covington from 1821 until 1864. His 
wife was Eleanora McHaffie (1803-1877). Their elder son William (1827-1899) married Margaret 
Bannatyne in 1868 and was an eminent judge (see the chapter entitled “Eminent People of the Parish” in 
volume 1). David (1831-1888), the younger son of Thomas, was a merchant in Manchester and Bombay.  
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James Ritchie and his spouse Cecelia Watson had a son William born in Meadowflat in 1845. Between 
1842 and 1850, four Watson men from outwith the parish married Covington girls. They were James 
Watson of Lanark and Marion Lindsay; Robert Watson of Carluke and Alison Black (b.1811 in Burnside); 
James Watson of Libberton and Janet Lockie; and Alexander Watson of Crawfordjohn and Isabella 
Hutchison. 
 
John Watson (b.c1822 in Symington) was a hand loom weaver in Langlands in 1861 (census).  Jane 
Watson (c1828-1875) was the second wife of William Glasgow (c1812-1879) in Covington Mill and 
Broadlees. 

 
WATT – (Wait, Waitt, Wat). A diminutive of Walter. Wat of Carnegy was mentioned in 
1446. The name is very common in the north-east, particularly in Banffshire. 
 
John Watt, a gardener in Hillhead and Thankerton, had 20 (twenty) children born to two wives. In 1697 
he married Marion Lindsay with whom he had two sons and seven daughters. About 1718 he married 
Marion Braidwood (d.1781) with whom he had four sons and seven daughters. John may have been a son 
of the John Watt recorded in the parish in 1680. In 1726 John Watt in Covington Hillhead was granted the 
Kirk Land of Quothquan which he retained until 1739 when it was acquired by Alexander Chancellor of 
Shieldhill. 
 
John’s tenth daughter Elizabeth (1727-1795) married Thomas Galloway (1715-1794), the youngest son of 
James Galloway and Marjory Murray in Thankerton Mill. 
 
Margaret Watt (c1697-1751) was the spouse of Thomas Kay (d.1743), a tenant in Hillhead. None of the 
previous John’s fourteen daughters was named Margaret. 
 
In 1726, Lancelot Watt married Janet Murray (b.1699), the youngest daughter of Adam Murray and Isabel 
Smith in Thankerton Boat. They had a son William born in the Boat in 1727. William Watt and Margaret 
Scott had a daughter Lilias born in Nether Warrenhill in 1749. 
 
Isabel Watt (c1719-1769) was the spouse of Alexander Henderson (d.1770), a merchant in Thankerton. 
Catherine Watt (d.1797) was the spouse of Thomas Wilson (d.1778), a smith in Thankerton. Thomas Watt 
and Helen Brownlee (d.1795) were in Meadowflat.  

 
WAUGH – A definite Borders name being a shortened version of Wauchope. Three of 
the name rendered homage in 1296, - David de Waughe of Lanarkshire, Robert Waugh 
de Hepe in Roxburghshire and Thomas Waughe of Peeblesshire. Two branches of the 
family in Cumbria are known as the ‘Long neck Waughs’ and the ‘Short neck Waughs’. 
 
Janet Waugh was the spouse of John Purdie (c1670-1753), a weaver in Thankerton. In 1782, Alexander 
Waugh (c1744-1819) married Agnes Leiper (1758-1846). Alexander was a tenant in Thankerton. Agnes 
was a daughter of John Leiper, a tailor in Perryflats and Thankerton.  John Waugh and his spouse Janet 
Lindsay (d.1806) lived in Thankerton. 
 
In 1794, Margaret Waugh (c1769-1837) married James Smith (c1770-1845), a weaver in Burnbrae and 
Symington. In 1798, Marion Waugh in Covington, married John Wood in Wiston. 
 
The Waugh family became the proprietors of St John’s Kirk as a result of the marriage of William Waugh 
and Mary Howieson (1770-1855) in 1804. Four years later, John Waugh (brother or cousin ?) married 
Marion Howieson (c1778-1827).  
 
John Waugh (1805-1883), the eldest son of William Waugh and Mary Howieson, became the proprietor of 
the 500 acres in St John’s Kirk, succeeding his unmarried uncle James Howieson in 1854. John married 
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Janet Somerville (c1806-1895). Their eldest son William (1830-1928) succeeded his father in St John’s 
Kirk. He married late in life, - his wife Isabella Hurst (1869-1951) being almost forty years his junior. 
William died without issue in 1928 and his widow died in 1951. Their second son John (1836-1909) 
married Catherine Wilson (1845-1905). Their son John (1870-1944) died in Newcastle. His wife was 
Ursula Pickard (1905-1975)  
 
Other children of John Waugh and Janet Somerville were, - Agnes Jane (1848-1922) married John Affleck 
(1830-1900) and lived in Newcastle. Robert (1839-1914) married Jessie Forsyth Wilson (1839-1899) and 
had three known children, - George (1868-1868); Catherine Wilson (1870-1908); Jean Somerville (1874-
1954). Richard (1853-1917), the youngest son of John and Janet married Margaret Hope Barbour (c1857-
1918) and lived in Newcastle. Their son James Barbour Waugh, 12th Battalion Royal Scots, was killed in 
France 1917, aged 24. He was buried at St Nicholas, near Arras. 

 
WEIR – (Vere, Were, Weer). This surname dates back to the 12th century in Lanarkshire 
where there were two prominent families of the name, at Blackwood and at Stonebyres. 
Those two families had a common ancestor in Rotaldus Weir who was appointed baron 
bailie of Lesmahagow. In 1398, he had a charter from Patrick, abbot of Kelso, of the 
lands of Blackwood.  
 
Robert Fisher and his spouse Beatrix Weir had two sons and four daughters born in Upper Warrenhill 
between 1722 and 1734. Alexander Weir (c1715-1760) and Elizabeth Lindsay had daughters born in 
Upper Warrenhill in 1749 and 1754. James Weir and Marion Scott were in Wellbrae in 1739. 
 
In 1780, John Weir in Hillhead, married Isabel Purdie. Thomas Weir in Dubb died in 1783.  
 
In 1790, Mary Weir married William Purdie, a tailor in Thankerton Bridge and Holmbraes. George Weir 
and Christian Thorburn had a daughter Mary born in Burnmouth in 1817. Elizabeth Weir and Andrew 
Forrest were in Burnmouth in 1826.  
 
Alexander Weir (b.c1802 in Dunsyre) was a blacksmith and farmer in Thankerton from before 1830 until 
after 1861 (census). His wife was Helen Robb (b.c1800 in Skirling). Their son Robert (b.1834) was also a 
blacksmith and farmer in the village in 1861 (census). He married Mary Gilchrist (b.1836 in Portnahaven) 
in 1854. 
 
John Weir (c1800-1857) was a farm labourer in Hillhead Cottages. His spouse was Isabella Meek (c1800-
1866). Their eldest son John (c1833-1903) was a railway porter in Thankerton Townhead. He was 
unmarried. Another son William (1841-1884) was also unmarried and lived in Thankerton. 
 
John Weir (c1835-1910) was an agricultural labourer in Lochlyoch, a bower in Covington Mains in 1881 
and 1891 (census) and a farmer in Burnhouse in 1901 (census). He married Margaret Lockie (b.1837), a 
daughter of Thomas Lockie and Catherine Girdwood in Pettinain. 
 
James Weir (b.c1828 in Carnwath) was a ploughman in Burnside in 1861 (census). Helen Weir (c1868-
1897) was the first wife of David Inglis (b.c1866), a shoemaker in Thankerton.  

 
WHARRIE – All the earliest records of this name were in Lanarkshire. In 1574, Thomas 
Quharry in Kincadyou (Kilncadzow) prosecuted Lokart of Cleghorne. William Quherrie 
was in Hill of Kincaidzo in 1597. Janet Wharrie was in Cairtland in 1621 and James 
Quharrie was in Aultoun in 1643. 
 
William Wharrie (c1861-1926) was the farmer in Perryflats in 1901 (census). He married Helen (Ellen) 
Millar (c1859-1918) before 1882 and was employed on Carmichael estate before he moved to Perryflats. 
Helen was a daughter of John Millar and Mary Dempster in Lower Blackshouse. Their elder son Thomas 
(c1882-1961) married Ann Lyon and settled in Dumfriesshire. Their younger son John (c1884-c1961) 
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succeeded his father in Perryflats. He was unmarried and lived with his unmarried sister Mary (c1888-
1965).  

 
WHITE – (Quhyit, Whyte). The name was recorded in an Old English charter dated 
925AD. The earliest mention in Scotland was in 1097 in Berwickshire. 
 
Thomas Watson and his spouse Agnes Whyte had a son William born in Perryflats in 1683. William Laing 
and Margaret White had a daughter Elizabeth (Bessie) born in Hillhead in 1740. 
 
Elizabeth White was the second wife of Alex Taverner, a merchant in Thankerton. They had a daughter 
Anna born in 1755. Janet White married (second wife) David Templeton in Eastend in 1777. 
 
George White (c1772-1846) and his spouse Catherine Anderson (c1771-1837) were in Braeside. In 1839, 
another George White married Janet Irvine.  
 
William White (b.c1823 in Culter) was a farm overseer in Eastend from about 1863 until after 1871 
(census). John White (c1826-1876) was a farmer of 60 acres in Perryflats from 1870 until he died in 1876. 
His wife was Ellen Murray (b.c1832 in Drumelzier).   

 
WILLIAMSON – From ‘the son of William’. Between 1317 and 1365, three people 
bearing the name were recorded in Peebles.  
 
John Purdie, a weaver in Muirhouse, and his spouse Janet Williamson had a son John born in 1716. 
George Laing, a weaver in Nether Warrenhill, and Agnes Williamson had children born in 1747 and 
1749. 
 
George Glasgow, a weaver in Holmbraes and Nether Warrenhill, married Agnes Williamson before 
1738. Alexander Grant in Nether Warrenhill and Janet Williamson had a son John (b.1819) and two 
daughters, Margaret (b.1821) and Mary (b.1828). Elizabeth Williamson (b.c1800) was the wife of George 
Wilson (b.c1800), an agricultural labourer in St John’s Kirk.  
 
In 1844, Alexander Williamson in Covington married Marion Martin (b.c1804), a daughter of Archibald 
Martin and Jean Core in Hillhead and Covington Mains. 
 
John Gilchrist (c1846-1939) and his wife Jane Williamson (c1849-1922) lived in Townhead, Thankerton. 

 
WILSON – (Willson, Wilsoun). From ‘the son of Will’. A surname widespread in 
Scotland. Surprisingly, the name was not recorded before 1405. 
 
Thomas Wilson was in Warrenhill when his spouse Margaret Adamson died in 1626. Alexander Wilson, a 
weaver in Thankerton, died in 1661. John Wilson was in Covington when his spouse Katherine Baillie 
died in 1677. 
 
John Wilson in Townhead of Thankerton, died in 1682. William Wilson in Thankerton died in 1689. 
Another John Wilson had children born in Thankerton between 1694 and 1699. 
 
Janet Wilson married James Smith, a smith in Thankerton before 1694. William Wilson married Marion 
Robison in 1701, and it may have been the same William who married Elizabeth Braidwood in 
Thankerton before 1713. Marion Wilson married James Scott, a weaver in Thankerton, before 1707. 
 
John Wilson (d.1767), a smith in Thankerton, and his spouse Margaret Saddler (d.1755) had children born 
between 1723 and 1739. Thomas Wilson (d.1778), a smith, would almost certainly have been a son. He 
married Catherine Watt (d.1797) and they had five sons and two daughters. James Wilson, a smith in the 
village, died in 1826. 
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Janet Wilson was the wife of John Bell recorded in Hillhead in 1766. Another Janet Wilson was the spouse 
of Thomas Brown in Wester Meadowflat in 1767. Another Janet Wilson (or perhaps a second marriage of 
one of the previous two) married James Braidwood in Braeside before 1774. 

 
Peter Wilson, a farm labourer, and his spouse Hannah Craig had children born in Nether Warrenhill in 
1787 and 1789. The family were in East Mains from about 1800. Their son James was an agricultural 
labourer in Covington Mains, and another son Thomas was a weaver in Thankerton. James married Mary 
Darling in 1823 and Thomas married Abigail Slimman, the elder daughter of John Slimman in 1829. 

 
Anne Wilson (d.1822) was the second wife of Thomas Vassie (1740-1798), a weaver in Burnbrae. Jean 
Wilson (c1767-1850) married James Mitchell before 1797. James was a weaver in Upper Warrenhill, 
Wellbrae, Parkhall and Northflat.  

 
Janet Wilson (c1772-1853) was the wife of James Thomson (b.1774), a tenant in Northflat. Margaret 
Wilson (d.1834) was the wife of James Howe (b.c1766) in Eastend. Before 1809, Helen Wilson (c1787-
1849) married William Galloway (1772-1849), a miller and farmer in Thankerton Mill.  
 
Alexander Wilson, a weaver in Burnbrae, and his spouse Margaret Forrest (d.1823) had children born 
between 1812 and 1821. James Wilson in Thankerton Bridge married Janet Baillie before 1822. 
 
George Wilson (b.c1800) was an agricultural labourer in St John’s Kirk in 1841 (census). He married 
Elizabeth Williamson (b.c1800) before 1826. Daniel Wilson (b.c1801 in Wiston) was an agricultural 
labourer in Thankerton in 1851 (census). 
 
In 1849, William Affleck (b.1821) married Helen Wilson. They had a son William born in Langlands in 
1850. John Hamilton (1824-1895), a railway labourer in Wellbrae, married Marion Wilson (b.c1827 in 
Lamington) in 1850. Andrew Wilson in Hillhead died in 1888. 
 
James Wilson (1836-1914) was a master tailor in Covington Newtown from about 1860 until 1878 when 
he moved to Thankerton where he continued as a master tailor until after 1901 (census). He married 
Margaret Somerville (c1842-1919). They had six sons and four daughters. James died at Lethame Cottage, 
Strathaven in 1914. 
 
Thomas Wilson (b.c1853 in Douglas) was a railway platelayer in Thankerton in 1881 and 1891 (census). 
Some time between then and 1901 (census) he moved to Springbank and was employed as a whinstone 
quarryman. 
 
Robert Wilson (b.c1866 in Kirkurd) was a railway brakesman living in Millands in 1891 (census). 

 
WOOD – Local name from a residence near a wood. The surname was recorded in the 
area in 1376 when Ade Wood in Garvald and Roger Wode in Lochurde were mentioned 
as tenants of the Douglases. 
 
In 1798, John Wood in Wiston married Marion Waugh in Covington. James Wood (bc1786 in Wiston) 
came to Covington Newtown before 1841 (census). His occupation was a hawker. Two of his sons were 
also in Covington. William (b.c1811) married Janet Tweedie (b.c1811) in 1835. He was also a hawker, 
before being employed as a farm servant in Burnmouth and Meadowflat. The other son James (b.c1816) 
lived in Newtown and was a grocer in 1851 (census) and a coal merchant in 1861 (census). 
 
William Wood (b.c1830 in Wiston) was a farm servant in Meadowflat in 1871 (census). 

 
WYLD – The name does not imply that those bearing it were ‘wild’ or ‘untamed’. It is 
fairly certain that the surname was derived from someone who lived near a wold or a 
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weald. The former is the name given to chalk hills, especially in north-east England. The 
latter means large areas of open or forested land especially in the south of England. Philip 
Wylde of the diocese of Brechin was granted a canonry of Glasgow in 1342. 
 
John Wyld (c1784-1880) was a farmer of 13 acres and a meal dealer in Thankerton. He married Janet 
Brown (c1784-1846). Their son John (b.c1816 in Libberton) married Agnes Callan (b.c1817 in Biggar) in 
1851. The younger John was a farmer in Thankerton. 

 
YOUNG – The name was applied to a son, when father and son both had the same 
forename, as an alternative to Junior, or Younger.  
 
William Young was in Thankerton when his spouse Marion Henderson died in 1671. Mungo Young and 
his spouse Catherine How had a daughter Janet born in Hillhead in 1709. Mary Young was the spouse of 
John Pate in Nether Warrenhill in 1723 and 1725. Thomas Young and Mary Tweddale had three 
daughters born in Hillhead from 1725 to 1730. 
 
Before 1731, Isobel Young (c1703-1755) married David Aitken (c1706-1755), a weaver in Covington 
Mains and Burnbrae. William Bulloch and Agnes Young had a son James born in Nether Warrenhill in 
1736. 
 
In Pettinain in 1733, Helen Young (d.1758) married William How. They were in Hillhead until 1746 and 
in Nether Warrenhill thereafter. 
 
Thomas Young and his spouse Jean Kay had three sons, George (b.1740), James (b.1742) and Archibald 
(b.1745) born in Nether Warrenhill.  
 
Thomas Young was a smith in Dubb and Hillhead. He and his spouse Janet Nicol (d.1765) had five sons 
and three daughters. James Kay (d.1789) and Janet Young (d.1783) were in Cumberlandhead and Knowe.  
 
James Young (c1775-1856) was the parish schoolmaster from 1825 until 1856. He lived in the ‘New 
Schoolhouse’.  
 
James Young (b.c1802) was an agricultural labourer in Hillhead in 1841 (census). In 1851, Mary Young 
(b.c1814 in West Calder) married John Lindsay (b.c1812), a farmer in Thankerton. In 1852, Robert 
Marshall in Covington married Janet Young from Carnwath. 
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Covington School 1948/49 

Back Row: Robert Robertson; unknown; Alex Smith; Tom Clydesdale; David Brace; Kenneth Hutchison; 
Mrs Jennings (teacher) 

Second Row: Unknown; Williamina Struth; Grace Stewart; Elspeth Stewart; Mattie Shaw; Margaret 
Jennings; Unknown 

Third Row: Jean Robertson; Helen Shaw; Unknown; Agnes Edge; Moira Clydesdale; Betty Roberts 
Front Row: Unknown; Unknown; Unknown; Graham Proudfoot; Wilson Angus; John Watson; Fred Bell 
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Covington senior school group 1947/48 

Back Row: Mrs Jennings (teacher); Jean Ogilvie; G.Hope; Kenneth Hutchinson; Mattie Shaw; R.Roberts 
Front Row: Helen Angus; Elspeth Stewart; B.Somerville; Grace Stewart; Betty Roberts; Williamina Struth; 

Agnes Edge 
 

 
Young Henry McMahon at a fancy dress party in Thankerton Hall 
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Thankerton Children 

 

 
Miss Brownlee with her pupils 1950s 

Back Row: Unknown; Nora Smith; Pat Allan; Unknown; Jim Bell 
Middle Row: Colin Angus; Unknown; Ian Foster; Stuart Proudfoot; Marie Hutchison; Tom Allan 

Front Row: Sheena Paterson; Jim Hope; Frazer Pottie; Billy Angus; Ann Watson; Margaret Crawford; 
Margaret Robertson 
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Thankerton Townhead 

 
 

 
School Operetta c1953 

Back Row: John Angus; Agnes Smith; Tom Johnstone; Annie Grant; Ian Lockhart; Alex Smith; Brenda 
Brace 

Middle Row: Robert Proudfoot; Barbara Smith; Rosemary Angus; Ian Hope; Mairi Angus; Douglas 
Angus; Nancy Allan 

Front Row: Marjorie Robertson; Henry Bell; Catherine Angus; Bertie Greenshields; Margaret Foster; Ann 
Plenderleith 
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Very early picture of Law Hill from Station 

 
 

 
 

 
Station Road, Thankerton 
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General view of Thankerton 

 
 

 

 
Sherifflatts Road, Thankerton 
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Harvest scene from around 1900 
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