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Charles II Letter to Alexander Wedderburn 
Town Clerk of Dundee 1649 

Extracted from Maxwell’s History of Old Dundee 
 
The burgesses of Dundee felt a warm and a loyal regard for the young Prince. They 
sympathised with him in his misfortunes, and the greater part of them would hae gladly 
welcomed him to his ancestral throne. His father’s old friend, Sir Alexander Wedderburn, 
found means of keeping him informed of their feelings toward him, and Charles 
acknowledged his services and their loyalty in a letter which has been preserved: - 
 
“Charles R. 
trusty and wellbeloved, We greet you wel. We have been duely informed of the faithfull 
service you have performed to the King, our late father of blessed memory; and we intreat 
you to continue the same good affection to us; assuring you that we are very sensible, not 
only of your particlar desert, but of the good affection of the whole Towne of Dundee, and 
that we shall be carefull. Whensoever it shall be in our power, to doe such favours both to 
you and them, as may best expresse the consideration we have of the many faithfull 
services the have been performed by you and that Towne, to our said late father, and to us. 
Given at Bruxells, the 6th day of July 1649, in the first yeare of our reigne.  
To out trusty and wel beloved 
Mr Alexander Wedderburn,  
Clerke to the Towne of Dundee.” 
 

17 January 1651 
Wedderburn had been removed from office by a directive from the Council of Estates, 
because of his and the town’s loyalty to the King. 
“the Council received a missive letter sent from the King his Majesty, written with his awn 
hand, dated at Perth the 17th of January, quhairin he desired the re-establishment of the 
clerk to his place,” and they “thought fit the letter be layed up and preserved.” 
This letter bears testimony to the King’s regard for the clerk: - 
“Charles R. 
trusty and well beloved, Wee greet you well: Whereas Sit Alexander Wedderburn of 
Blacknes is of so Knowne abilities to discharge the Office of Clerkship in your towne, from 
the which he hath been debarred, or at least retired himself these few years bygone without 
any necessity or publick command, and wee now conceiving that his re-establishment I the 
said place may be verie usefull to our service and the good of htat Towne, Therefore we 
desier you to restore him to the full and free enjoyment of the said place; which we will 
accepr as very good service done to us: So wee bid you farewell.  
From our Court at Perth this 17th day of January -, 1651.” 
 
The King was in town a few days after this, as we learn from a letter, recently found in 
Panmure house, addressed by Lord Brechin to his father Lord Panmure. 
 
“My Lord 
the Lord Chanecellour and his Ladie came here yester-night. My Lord I thinke, resolves to 
come and dine with you tomorrow, and return here at night. The King is to be here tomorrow 
at night. Thus I rest. 
Your humble sone and servant, 
Brechin.  
Dunde, 4:  
Feb., 1651. 
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